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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill makes various changes to the OWI laws. Enactment of this bill would have the following fiscal impact on the
State Public Defender’s Office (SPD).

First, the bill’s provision reducing the prohibited alcohol concentration (PAC) from .08 to .02 for persons with three or
more prior OW| convictions would likely increase the number of OWI cases handled by the SPD, thus increasing

costs.

Second, the bill’s provisions doubling, tripling, and quadrupling the penalties for OWls involving certain PAC levels will
increase costs because such provisions would change certain OWIs from misdemeanors to felonies. Felony cases
are more expensive than misdemeanor cases because additional hearings are involved (i.e. a preliminary hearing)
and the penalties are more severe. Also, longer suspension and revocation periods as well as an increase in fine
amounts could increase the number of operating after suspension (OAS) or operating after revocation (OAR) cases.

Finally, the bill's provisions making suspensions mandatory for juveniles involved in certain alcohol offenses could
increase the number of OAS or OAR cases.

With the data presently available, the SPD is unable to estimate the state costs involved with the above provisions.
(Also, this fiscal estimate assumes that the private bar would handie any additional cases that may be created by

enactment of this bill.)

The SPD has no data from which to estimate local government costs.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
Indeterminate at this time.
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