STATE OF WISCONSIN
Assembly Journal

Ninety-FourthRegular Session

THURSDAY, August 5, 1999

The Assembly met inhe Assembly Chamber located in
the State Capitol.

Representative ¥ker in the chair

The Assembly dispensed with the call of the roll.

ENROLLED BiLLS

The following Assembly proposals, which haveen

of the Commissioner of Railroadand the W&consin
Departmenbf Transportation. Both identify safety projects
andfund them, but only the Commissioner has the authority
to order safety improvements.

Althoughthe number of accidents involving motor vehicles
atrailroad crossingbas decreased from 165 in 1994 to 88 in
1998,safety concerns continue to be raiseghdrt because a
number of safety projects that have been ordefed
completionby the Commissioner of Railroads have not yet
beenfunded. One list of pending projects maintained by the
Office includes 165 warning devic@rojects, with an

approvedby both the Assembly and Senate, have beenestimatectost of $14.0 million to complete, that will use all

enrolledby the Legislative Reference Bureau:

Assembly Joint Resolution 6
Assembly Joint Resolution 15
Assembly Joint Resolution 40
Assembly Joint Resolution 41
Assembly Joint Resolution 52
Assembly Joint Resolution 53
Assembly Joint Resolution 54
Assembly Joint Resolution 62

CHARLES R SANDERS
Assembly Chief Clerk

AGENCY REPORTS

Stateof Wisconsin
Legislative Audit Bureau
Madison

July 28, 1999
To the Honorable, the Legislature:

In response to recent legislative inquiries, we haveewed
the administration and funding of tt®tates railroad crossing
safetyprogram. ¥ had previously reviewed the railroad

of the federal fundingxpected to be available to theficd
through September 302005. The other list includes 29
projects, with an estimated cost of $2.4 million. The
Commissionethas not yet determinedghen these projects
will be funded.

On its own initiative, the Department also identifiadroad
crossingsafety projects for the federfainds it controls. In
fiscal year 1998-99, the Department receivéederal
approval to obligate $6.0 million from federafailroad
crossingsafety funds for two lage bridge projects. While
theseprojects qualifyfor federal railroad crossing safety
funding, they will make less funding available for more
commonrailroad crossing safety projects, such as installing
lights or gates at crossings.

The interplay betweerthe federal and state appropriation
processs complex, and some flexibility iseeded to ensure
the State receives thmaximum amount of federal funding
available. However if the Legislature is concerned about the
currentproject-selection process, it may wish to play a more
activerole in determining the use of federal funding for the
railroadcrossing safety program.o o this, it will neeanore
complete information on the funding available and the
Department’plans to use that funding.

Encloseds a more complete discussion of our findingth
regardto the railroad crossing safety programe &gpreciate

crossingsafety program and reported our results in a Januarythe courtesyand cooperation extended to us byfstéfthe
29,1996 letter reportWe have updated selected information Department of Transportation and theOffice of the

from thatreport and reviewed the Stateise of federal funds
for railroad crossing safety

As of July 1999, Wéconsin has 7,999 railroad crossings.

However,the States primary safety concern is the 4,406
crossingsthat intersect withpublic roads at grade level.
Responsibilityfor safety at crossings is shared by th&a®f
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Commissionepf Railroads.

Respectfully submitted,
JANICE MUELLER
State Auditor



JOURNAL OF THE ASSEMBLY [August5, 1999]

State of Wsconsin compliedwith federal grant requirements and that they have
Legislative Audit Bureau takensteps toaddress findings included in the prior ysar
Madison singleaudit report. Howevemwe do report internal control

July 30, 1999 deficienciesand several areas of noncompliance, amrd
’ identify $293,474 in questioned costs.This amount
To the Honorable, the Legislature: representsa small portion of the total federal financial
assistanceeceived by the State ofi¥¢onsin.

We have completed our financiahd compliance audit of the
State of Visconsin, as requested by state agencies to meet th
auditrequirements of the federal Single Audit Act of 1984, as
amendedand the provisions of federalfioe of Management
and Budget Circular A-133. Our audit covered the period July
1, 1997 through June 30, 1998. In addition to satisfying
federalaudit requirements, the audit assists us in meeting stat
auditrequirements under $3.94 Wis. Stats.

Also included in this report is the Schedule of Expenditures
Bf Federal Avards for the audited period, and related notes.
Our audit opinion on the schedule is unqualified. The federal
governmentwill resolve the findings and questioned costs
includedin our report. Federal agencies are expected to
contactstate agencies regarding resolutido. assist federal
%fficials in their eforts, state agency contact information is
providedin appendices to this report.

The auditprocedures performed at theder state agencies |y addition to the commentnd recommendations included
that administer federal financial assistanggograms, in our report, management letters will be issued to tiyetar
including the University of VisconsinSystem, consisted of  state agencies addressingechnical accounting issues,

gaining an Understanding of the_intemal controls at the inc|uding those re|ating to the preparatim the States
agencies, assessing the propriety of revenue and financialstatements.

expenditures, and testing compliance with laws and

regulationsrelated to the administration of federal grant We appreciate theourtesy and cooperation extended to us by
programs. For the smaller agenciesd selected University —agencystaf during our audit. Agencies’ comments on
of Wisconsin campuses, our audit procedures were limited toindividual findings, along with their corrective action plans to
verifying information included in the federally required addressour concerns, are included within the agency
Scheduleof Expenditures of Federawards and following narratives.
up on prioryear audit findings. Our review focused on the 28
federalgrants that either exceeded the $14.4 million threshold

used by the federal government to define major grants or were

below this threshold but were selected for review based on the
risk-basedassessment criteria establishied the federal

government.

Respectfullysubmitted,
JANICE MUELLER
State Auditor

Thefirst section of our report contains the audgoeporton ADJOURNMENT

internal control and compliance. Next are the agency ) i
narrativesthat contain our comments on internal control  RepresentativeUnderheim moved that the Assembly

deficienciesrelated to the administraticof federal grants,  Standadjourned until 10:00 A.M. onuesdayAugust 10.
findings of noncompliance for each agenaydthe results of

; M Th ti : Shall the A bly stand adj d?
our follow-up to prior audit findings. A summary schedule of © question was afl the Assembly stand acjourne

findings and questioned costs for the current {geaudit is Motion carried.

alsoprovided, as well as a summanfythe status of findings )

includedin our prior audit report for th8tate of Visconsin The Assembly stood adjourned.

(report98-12). We note that, overall, state agencies have 3:01 P™m.
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/13.94

