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The Chief Clerk makes the following entries under theSincerely,

abovedate. JANICE MUELLER
—_— State Auditor
PETITIONSAND COMMUNICATIONS State of Wisconsin
Thefollowing Senate Bills failed to pass pursuar¢nate ~ May 3, 2000
Joint Resolution 1. The Honorable, The Senate:

Senate Bills274, 522, 523, 524, 525, 526, 527,528 828 pyrsuanto Senate Rul@0 (2)(a) | have appointed Senator
The following Assembly Bill failed concurrengaursuant  Alice Clausing to the Joint Committee on Finanemd

to Senate Joint Resoluiton 1. removedSenator Kevin Shibilski.
Assembly Bill 497. Sincerely,
State of Wisconsin CHUCK CHWALA
L egidative Audit Bureau Chair, Committee on Senate @mization
April 19, 2000 State of Wisconsin
The Honorable, The Legislature: May 3, 2000

We have completed an evaluation of the enforcement ofhe Honorable, The Senate:
prevailing wage laws by the departments ofoMforce
Developmen{DWD) and Tansportation (DOT), as requested ; i . ; ;
by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee. Prevailing wage<€VI" Sdg'b'lsf' tzl_theéllomt_Commntee on Finance, and
laws require contractors engaged in publiorks projects to  'cmoVvedsenator Alice Lausing.

pay construction workers wages that are at least comparable $ncerely,

thoseearned for similar private-sector work in the same countyoHUCK CHVALA

DWD determines prevailing wage rates in each county for 23@hair, Committee on Senate ganization

job classifications by conducting aannual survey of

construction contractors. The survey procegenerally

providesaccurate results but is time-consuming and prevents MESSAGESFROM THE ASSEMBLY

DWD staf from fU|f|”|ng other dUtIeS W provide By Charles Sanders, chief clerk.

recommendationfor improving the diciency of the process. . )
) ) Mr. President:

Both DWD and DOT enforce compliance with the law by . .

investigatingworkers’ complaints that they hamet been paid . _ | am directed tinform you that the Assembly has concurred

appropriatevages. In 1998, DWD completed@l.complaint

investigationsand collected $125,81in back wages owed by Senate Joint Resolution 42

contractors.On average, DWD required 304 days to complet .

aninvestigation. DOT appears to complete its investigations %enate amendment 1Assembly Bill 700

considerablyess time, and in 1998 collected $140,700 in baclsSenate amendment 1Assembly Bill 742

wagesowed. DOT also monitorsompliance by reviewing .

contractors’weekly payroll reportandependent of formal Senate amendment 1Agsembly Bill 778

complaints. Senate substitute amendment Assembly Bill 892

Neitheragency typically invokes statutorily available penaltySenate substitute amendment Assembly Bill 942
options against contractors that violate prevailing wage -

statutessuch as monetary damages beyond the back wages ,
owedor debarment from public contracts.e\¥clude options CHIEF CLERK’'SREPORT
for the Legislature to consider if it wishes to increase thehe Chief Clerk records:
enforcemenefforts of the agencies. .
Senate Bill 125

We appreciated theourtesy and cooperation extended to us by .
DWD and DOT Their responses are Appendix Il and SenateBill 373
AppendixIlIl. Presented to the Governor on May 2, 2000.

Pursuanto Senate Rul20 (2)(a) | have appointed Senator
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2011/sr20(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2011/sr20(2)(a)

