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ATRHA

Misconsin State Assembly

P.O. BOX 8952 - MADISON, WI 53708

January 27, 1999

Representative Alvin Ott
Chair, Assembly Committee on Agriculture
Room 318 North, State Capitol

Dear Chairman Ott:

We respectfully request the Assembly Committee on Agriculture hold an informational
hearing on the topic of industrial hemp.

In light of the rising scarcity of fiber supplies, faltering state agricultural economy and
increased production of industrial hemp in European countries and Canada, we feel that it
would be beneficial for Wisconsin to consider the possibility of cultivating industrial
hemp.

Invited speakers would address the feasibility and desirability of industrial hemp
production in the state of Wisconsin, including agricultural and economic opportunities
and legal and economic barriers.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

o |

Eugene Hahn " Frank Boyle

State Representative State Representative
47™ Assembly District 73" Assembly District
EHH:has

&% Printed on recycled paper




Chairman:
Agriculture Committee

Al Ott

State Representative e 3rd Assembly District

February 2, 1999

Representative Eugene Hahn
15 West, State Capitol
Representative Frank Boyle
221 North, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representatives Hahn and Boyle:

This letter is to inform you that I have tentatively set Thursday, March 11, 1999 as an
Assembly Agriculture Committee meeting date for the purpose of holding an
informational/search hearing on the industrial hemp issue. The Committee would hear
invited speakers knowledgeable on the hemp issue and would open for public input after
the presentations.

Please have a list of anticipated participants to me no later than February 25 so that the
necessary public notices could be posted for this meeting. I would ask that we discuss
the list of participants before they are contacted. Also, please let me know as soon as
possible if this date will not work for either of you.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Al Ott
Chair
Assembly Agriculture Committee

ARO:In

‘Member:

Consumer Affairs
Government Operations
Natural Resources

Office: PO. Box 8953 » Madison, WI 53708 » (608) 266-5831 ¢ Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us

Home: P.O. Box 112 e Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 ¢ (920) 989-1240




1940 Bassett Place
Wi. Rapids, WI. 54494

May 5, 1999

Wisconsin State Assembly Committee on Agriculture
Assembly Joint Resolution 49 ~
Hearing May 6, 1999

Dear State Assembly Committee on Agriculture;

I have taken a personnel day of work to try and convince you of the importance
of AJR Resolution 49 that you have before you here today. My interest of industrial
hemp is two fold. One, the importance of industrial hemp being a cash crop and a
turnover crop to rejuvenate soils and reduce weeds. Second, to reduce the belief
that law enforcement would be sending the wrong message in that marijuana with
THC levels as high as 20% somehow are interlinked with industrial hemp with THC
levels of less than 1% are related.

The passage of AJR 49 will send the DEA the message to reevaluate
and acknowledge the difference between marijuana and industrial hemp.

In a time when all persons are more alert to pesticides and insectisides,
industrial hemp has 300 plants to a square yard that virtually wipe out all weeds
for the next years planting.

In a time when farmers in all of the Midwest need alternatives to survive,
don't let other world competitors beat us up again. Give them the chance and the
option.

In a time when our youth and adults can get instructions and details off
the internet to build everything from bombs to "Drain O" drugs, why would be
concerned of them smoking something that is probaly comparable to an old
oak line fence post. When kids and the public have so many poor alternatives
available to them in drug culture world, lets presume they will be able to sort
the differences apart.

Lastly, I would never want to hurt law enforcement from doing its job.
In this proposal of legalizing industrial hemp, Canada and other countries have
setup plot logging, testing for THC, and drawf varieties that would never
develop for drug uscfulness.

Having grown up in the Woodstock era, we are dealing with a much
different world out there ladies and gentlemen. This is a industrial and farmer
request of need. They are not your enemy here.

John Speich my late grandfather, John D. Speich, my father,
who works daily, and my brother William Speich who is actively works and
manages daily, their dairy farm in Clark County. Their hard work, respect
for the earth and past track record shows that they and other in farming
could use this type of turnover crop. Allow them to grow industrial hemp
with monitoring and by growing it, market and products would come with
it. The fiber, oil, and its growing advantages will benefit all of us in our
daily lives.

Your consideration would be appreciated. Thank ydu.




Member:

Consumer Affairs
Government Operations
Natural Resources

Chairman:
Agriculture Committee

State Representative ® 3rd Assembly District

Assembly Agriculture Public Hearing — Thursday, May 6, 1999

Invited Testimony — Assembly Joint Resolution 49 -INDUSTRIAL HEMP

Rep. Eugene Hahn /Rep. Frank Boyle

Sen. Dale Schuliz

Joe Tregoning, Deputy Secretary, Dept. of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection

Craig Klyve, Dept. of Justice

Dr. Paul Mahlberg, Indiana University

Detective Wayne Smith, Columbia County Sheriff’s Dept.

Jeffrey Gain, Blue Ridge Co./Bud Sholts, Dept. of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection

Geoff Kime, Pres., Hempline, Inc., Canada (teleconference)
Steve Kernan, Dept. of Public Instruction
Jim Arts/John Manske, Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives

UW Dean Emeritus Neal Jorgensen

Office: PO. Box 8953 « Madison, WI 53708 « (608) 266-5831 e Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 » Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us
Home: PO. Box 112 ¢ Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 « (920) 989-1240
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WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF COOPERATIVES 30 West Mifflin Street, Suite 401 ¢ Madison, Wl 53703 * Phone (608) 258-4400

BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN MANSKE

. Director of Government Relations for Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives (WFC),
since February, 1992. Primary responsibility is as lobbyist for WFC’s agricultural
interests, such as dairy, farm supply, livestock, etc.

. Born in Rock County, Wisconsin. Educated in Milton, WI. schools.

. Bachelor of Science degree in Education, Broad Field Social Studies major, from the
University of Wisconsin, Whitewater, 1975. Graduated cum laude.

o Master of Arts degree in Public Policy and Administration, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, 1978.

. State representative from a Southern Wisconsin legislative district, 1982-1987.

. Legislative liaison (lobbyist) for Wisconsin Department of Health & Social Services
(DHSS), 1987-1988.

. Executive Director of Common Cause/Illinois, 1988-1991.

. Instructor of social science classes for Milton College, Upper Iowa University, and
Mount Senario College, during 1981-1986.




Erwin A, "Bud" Sholts Economist, Chairman, NAIHC, 608-258-0243, PO Box 259329, Madison, W1

53725-9329 _

Is an economist and has worked in agriculture development in Wisconsin for over 30 years. Projects
have involved all phases of agriculture serving farmers and agribusinesses. Serves on the following
national offices: Director - National Association of State Aquaculture Coordinators (NASAC); Chairman
- National New Uses Council, Ine. (NUC); Chairman - North American Industrial Hemp Council, Ing.
(NAIHC). B.S. degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his
M.S. degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of Arizona, Owns and operates a 110-acre

___ diversified crop farm in Dane County, Wisconsin.

gﬁeﬂf Kime P. Eng./President, Hempline, Inc. 519-652-0440, 11157 Longwoods Road, Delaware, Ontario

* NOL 1E0

Raised on farm near London, Ontario, Received a bachelors degree in Mechanical Engineering from
Queen's University at Kingston, 1990. Ontario-licensed professional engineer since 1993, H?lds u.s.
and international patents for his designs of plastic processing equipment with the company Big'O' Inc.
Successfully carried out the design, fabrication, implementation and support for th.ls equipment
throughout North America and England. Founding Director of Hempline Inc., which l.n }994 became the
first company to legally plant hemp in North America since the 1950'. 'I‘_he company is in the process'of
eatablishing a fiber scparation process in preparation for future commercial production. Ins‘trumemal in
Jobbying the Canadian Government to legalize commercial' production of hemp, Spoken widely on the
topié of industrial hemp at numerous conferences and public events in Canada and the 11.S.A.

%’ Jeffrey W. Gain Blue Ridge Company 618-576-9392, PO Box 607, Hardin, IL. 62047

Currently manages his farm in Calhoun County, Illinois, and is engaged in agricultural policy, marketin
and management consulting. Serves as chair of the Alternative Agricultural Research & '
Commercialization (AARC) Board. Former executive director for the American Soybean Association
and CEO of the National Corn Growers Association. One of the founders. and former chair, of the New
Uses Council (NUC) which serves as an advocate for the commercialization of new uses and to help
coordinate public and private sector initiatives to develop new industrial agricultural products, One of the
founders of the $t. Louis Agri Business Club and named Agri Business Leader of the Year, Served as
member of the USDA's New Farm and Forest Products Task Force which resulted in new industrial uses
initiatives in U.S. agriculture. Recipient of the American Crop Protection Association's Outstanding
Loadership Award for efforts in new uses and has traveled on various marketing missions around the
world, Native of Rushville, Illinois; graduated from the University of Illinois with a B.S. in management.
Served as a Public Information Officer and as an admiral's aide in Coast Guard. Served as Executive

Secretary for several lllinois County Farm Bureaus and Director of Commodity Programs for the llinois
Agricultural Association. :




| ggnnmr_]_,gmmmg - Canadian Federal Senator, The Senate of Canada, 613-947-7695, Parliament

Buildings, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A4 Canada (Friday am. Importance of Hemp to Agriculture & Update on Canada’s 1998
Suceess) . " ]
She was born on December 13, 1934 in Toronto, Ontario, daughter of William Dennison and Dorothy

Bainbridge. She attended jarvis Collegiate Institute in Toronto and the Ontario Agricultural College in
Guelph. She married W. Ross Milne in 1956 and has three children, Rob, Jeanne and Alec. Private .
Career: Lecturer at the University of Guelph Physics Department, 1956-1957; Census Commissioner,
Statistics Canada, 1971 & 1981; Owner of Flowertown Antigues in Brampton, 1972-1989; Residential
Coordinator of the Heart & Stroke Foundation of Ontario, Metro Toronto, 1988; Board Member of the

Ontario Automobile Insurance Board, 1988-1989; and a sclf-employed author, lecturer and genealogist,
1989-1995, Activities: Founding President, Brampton & District University Women’s Club, 1961-8162;
Director, Brampton & District YW-YMCA, 1964-1965; Director, Brampton & District Assn. for the
Mentally Retarded, 1964-1966; Chairman, Brampton & District Assn. for the Mentally Retarded, 1967;
Director, Rapport House, Brampton, 1971-1972; President, North Peel Unit, Canadian Cancer Society,
1980-1984; Senate of the Unjversity of Guelph, 1981-1989, Director, Peel County Heritage Complex,
1983-1989. Political Career: Political Party - Liberal; Trustee, Brampton Public School Board, 1964-
1968; Trustee, Peel County Board of Education, 1968-1972; Vice-chairman, Peel County Board of
Education, 1969; President, Brampton-Georgetown Federal Liberal Association, 1986-1987, Summoned
to the Senate September 22, 1995, by the Right Honourable Jean Chretien; Elected Chair of the Standing
Senate Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs, October 1997; and Elected to the executive of the
Canada-Europe Parliamentary Association, October, 1997.

/
%/Paul G. Mahlberg Department of Biology, Indiana University, 812-855-5980, Jordan Hall,
Bloomington, IN 47405

Professor of Biology (plant biology) and Senior Fellow of the Institute of Molecular and Cellular

- Biology, Indiana University, Received Ph.D, in Botany at the University of California, Berkeley and
M.S. and B.S. degrees in Botany at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Has studied cannabis, for
over 30 years and has published over 30 articles on cannabis. Wrote Laboratory Program In Plant
Anatomy, and published two educational films. Served as a consulting editor to Academic Press in the
preparation of ten monographs. Currently collaborating with Dr. Ivan Bocsa, Kompolt, Hungary, in a
three-ycar USDA sponsored research study on hemp, and with Dr. Eun Soo Kim, Seoul, Korea, on
organization and composition of glandular trichomes in cannabis and related planis, Served as a
consultant to the United Nations Industrial Organization, Vienna, on industrial processing of raw opiates,
to the University of Mississippi, School of Pharmacy, in its cannabis program, and to private companies
in studies on secondary products of plants. Member of the board of directors of the Door County
(Wisconsin) Land Trust which is dedicated to preservation of ecologically important land,



ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 49 - Public Hearing, Thursday, May 6, 1999 — 417 North, State
Capitol

SPEAKING FOR:

State Rep. Gene Hahn

P.O. Box 8952

Room 15 West, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

State Rep. Frank Boyle

P.O. Box 8952

Room 221 North, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

Neal Jorgensen

Emeritus Dean

UW College of Ag & Life Sciences
5979 Woodcreek Ln

Middleton, WI 53562

Doug Porter

ABS Global

6908 River Road
DeForest, WI 53532

J. Robert Burull

Emery Greenwood, Inc.
2042 Spring Road
Stoughton, WI 53589

Paul Mahlberg

Dept. of Biology
Indiana Uniersity
Bloomington, IN 47405

Geof Kime, President
Hempline, Inc.

11157 Longwoods Road
Delaware, Ontario
CANADA NOL 1E0

Jeff Gain

North American Industrial Hemp Council

P.O. Box 607
Hardin, IL. 62047



State Rep. Carol Owens

P.O. Box 8953

Room 105 West, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

John Manske
Wis. Federation of Cooperatives
30 W. Mifflin

Madison, WI 53703

Jim Arts
202 Shepard Terrace
Madison, WI 53705

Betsy Ahner

Wis. Fertilizer & Chemical Assn.

2317 International Ln, #115
Madison, WI 53704

Gerald Moehn
N5768 Moehn Road
Hilbert, WI 54129

Beth Unger

Sue’s Amazing Lip Stuff
$5914 Counoty SS
Viola, WI 54664

Russ Weisensel

Wis. Agribusiness Council
2820 Walton Commons West
Madison, WI 53718

Eddy Nix
2525 Main Street
LaCrosse, WI 54601

Jordan Grunow

Penokee Mountain Hemp Co.
Route 1, Box 113

Marengo, WI 54855

Rich Ray

Hempen Goods

917 Williamson Street
Madison, WI 53703



Michael H. Speich
1940 Bassett Place
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Caren Thomas
592 Glencoe Road
Glencoe, IL. 60022

Ben Masel
1214 E. Mifflin
Madison, WI 53703

Peter Huiras
8611 Hwy 60
Cedarburg, WI 53012

REGISTERING IN FAVOR:

State Rep. Rick Skindrud
P.O. Box 8953

Room 18 West, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

Ron Statz

NFO

P.OL. Box 663

Sauk City, WI 53583

James L. Gibson

Wis. Agribusiness Council
2820 Walton Commons, West
Madison, WI 53718

David R. Muehl
1682 Cty Rd. BB
Deerfield, WI 53531

Senator Dale Schultz

P.O. Box 7882

Room 303, 100 N. Hamilton
Madison, WI 53708

Bob Denman

Wis. Farmers Union

117 W. Spring Street
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729



Arthur Woelfel
N5632 Long Road
Hilbert, WI 54129

Paul Zimmerman

Wis. Farm Bureau Federation
1212 Deming Way

Madison, WI 53705

Craig V. Kettleson

Wis. Business Innovation Group

2820 Walton Commons West, Suite 100
Madison, WI 53718

SPEAKING FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

Erwin “Bud” Sholts
Wis. Dept of Agriculture
P.O. Box 8911

2811 Agriculture Drive
Madison, WI 53708

Claude Gilmore
Alliance Director for a Drug Free Wisconsin

(No address available)

SPEAKING AGAINST:

Craig Klyve

Dept. of Justice

123 W. Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53707

Wayne A. Smith

Columbia County Sheriff’s Dept.
723 E. Cook Street

Portage, WI 53901
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ﬁejﬁf Huivas

HEMP
MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

GUITARS

Electric Guitars
Bass Guitars

Semi , Electric , Guitars

Acoustic Guitars

Violins

http://www.hempmusicalinstruments.com/main. htm 5/6/99




MP MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, Guitars,Drums, Violins,Cellos,ect. Page 2 of 4

Drums
Cellos
Wood Wind

H.M.I will update this page on other lines of instruments in the
near future
Hemp Musical Instruments is a newly commenced, family owned and operated
business, who came up with the idea of hemp construction of musical
instruments, to offer quality looking and sounding instruments, that can be

enjoyed by all, without depleting the earth's very few remaining Forrest.

Hemp Musical Instruments can construct, custom made instruments, such as,
Guitars, (semi + acoustic) Bass Guitars, Drums, Violins, Cellos and much
more.

Instruments can be custom made to individual needs, all using our exclusive
One piece, light weight + strong construction methods.

We build H M I s instruments out of different verities of
hemp, resins, plastics and silicones. We are always constantly developing
our product for the best sounding instruments possible.

Go to Constructior{l
Our clients can have peace of mind, knowing the musical instruments
they play, has been constructed from a material, that is not obtained

from deforestation, ensuring our environment does not suffer.

http://www.hempmusicalinstruments.com/main. htm 5/6/99
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Go to Environment
All Instruments are produced using the longest + strongest hemp fibers
which enhances the sound resonance and sustain, creating high
quality sounding instruments.

Go to Sound Quality

As our quality crafted instruments are custom built we require a 6-month
construction time from purchase date. Price will be quoted in accordance with
the instrument craftsmanship and components required to custom build our

customers instruments.

All instruments have a life time guarantee

There will be a 30% deposit on each instrument ordered.

Go to Order Page

and(@petos.com.au

For orders or more information phone (07) 40554448
Out side of Australia phone +617 40554448
Cairns Queensland Australia

Ask for Dave or Karen

http://www.hempmusicalinstruments.com/main.htm 5/6/99




MP MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, Guitars,Drums, Violins, Cellos, ect. Page’4 of 4

Copyright © 1997 Hemp Musical Instruments all rights reserved

http://www hempmusicalinstruments.com/main.htm ' 5/6/99




Page 1 of 1

ENVIROMENTALY FRIENDLY

Hemp instruments are uniquely constructed without forests having to be depleted resulting in the most
environmentally friendly instruments ever made.

The most amazing sound quality is obtained with the full length fibers and resin that no wood
instrument could compare to.

Hemp is a fast growing alternative to timber and forest culling, Adding benefits to the environment
and ecology.

HMI Guarantee that no forest has suffered in the manufacturing of our quality instruments.

Home page

and(@petos.com.au

Copyright © 1997 Hemp Musical Instruments all rights reserved

http://www_hempmusicalinstruments.com/enviro.htm 5/6/99




HUIRAS INSTRUMENTS INTERNATIONALE

Imaginative Instruments for the Serious Player

Custom Hand Carved Guitars, Violins & Symphonic String Instruments

HIL Welcome to Huiras Instruments Internationale, makers of exquisitely carved & inlaid electric guitars, bass guitars,
custom bridges, symphonic quality violins, violas, cellos, musical inventions and handcrafted jewelry.

Why settle for a copy of the masters when you can have your own original handcrafted
masterpiece created especially for you?

You are invited to choose from any of my existing designs or we can work to design an instrument that truly reflects your
personality. Together we can sculpt the instrument of your imagination. Add a new visual dimension to your performances
and let your inspiration flow through a Huiras custom instrument to reach new heights in creative expression.

Take a trip through the Gallery to see more. Click on an instrument below to enter the gélleries.

Guitars Violin/Viola Cello/Bass Guitalini Inlay Custom Bridges

This is a new site and is still under construction. Links will be functional as soon as the galleries are ready. Please visit
again soon to see many more examples of imaginative instruments for the serious player.

All Designs Copyright Peter Jay. Huiras
Tel 414.375.2738

e-mail fiddle @aol.c

WWW.VIeLIN ¢UITARMAKER. Lo M
@feru«&\tms




BETSY AHNER
Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

CHUCK KIEFER, President
Cenex/Land O Lakes

PO Box 64088

St Paul, MN 55184
Phone: 651-451-8337

RANDY VOLLRATH, Vice-President
Clsen's Mill

N2084 Highway 49

Auroraville, Wi 54923

Phone: 920-361-4854

JOHN ANNEN, Treasurer
Cottage Grove Co-op
203 W Cottage Grove Rd.
Cottage Grove, Wi 53527
Phone: 608-251-9010

HARCLD REDDY, Secretary
Reddy Ag Service

3984 Commercial Street
Stizer, W1 53828

Phone: 508-943-83583

TiM BENDER

Rhone Poulenc

5437 N Cypress Drive
Milton, W) 53563
Phone: 608-741-7844

JON ERICKSON

American Cyanamid

505 S Dewey St. Suite # 203
Eau Claire, Wi 54701
Phone: 715-838-93C0

DENNIS NICOLAI

Farmer's Co-op Supply & Shipping
136 E Eim Street

West Salem, Wi 54669

Phone: 608-786-1100

Tivi SANDERS
Delong Company

1 Delco Drive
Clinton, W1 53525
Phone: 8608-678-2255

STEVE SHELINE
Royster Clark

PO Box 7667
Madison, Wi 53707
Phone: 608-222-8626

DAN UMINSKI
Growmark

1212 Deming Way
Madison, WI 53717
Phone: 608-836-6040

RUSS WALHUS
Ag-Chem Equipment
5720 Smetana Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55343
Phone: 612-033-9008

KEITH KELLING, Advisor
UW-Dept. of Scil Science
1525 Observatory Drive
Madison, Wi 53708
Phons: 808-263-2765

JOHN WEDBERG, Advisor
UW-Dept. of Entomology
237 Russell Labs

Madison, W1 53708

Phone: 608-262-3226

> WiscoNSIN FERTILIZER & CHEMICAL ASSOCIATION

2317 International Lane, Suite 115, Madison, WI 53704-3129 Phone (608)249-4070 Fax (608)249-5311

May 6, 1999

Testimony in favor of industrial hemp as a crop for Wisconsin farmers.

Betsy Ahner, Executive Director, WFCA

I am speaking today on behalf of the 495 members of the Wisconsin Fertilizer and

Chemical Association.

Qur members are the retailers, distributors and

manufacturers of the fertilizer and agricultural chemicals that are used by
Wisconsin farmers. We support the growing of industrial hemp in Wisconsin for
the following reasons.

1))

2)

4)

5)

6)

Farming is a difficult way to make a living, but the present farm economy is
making it all but impossible. There seem to be no bright spots in today’s
agricultural economy. For Wisconsin’s agricultural industry to survive, our
growers must be able to make a profit. We believe industrial hemp would be
a profitable crop for Wisconsin farmers.

Industrial hemp is environmentally friendly because it needs no herbicides and
few if any insecticides. This makes it an economical crop to grow and it
should be easier for growers to realize a profit. (Hemp does require fertilizer).

Industrial hemp is a good rotational crop. Studies in Canada are showing a
reduction of soybean cyst nematode when it is grown in rotation with
soybeans.

Fast growing industrial hemp can be another tool for farmers in the battle of
weed control. Because hemp plants grow close together they crowd weeds
out of the field without herbicides.

An industrial hemp industry in Wisconsin will mean additional jobs at
processing plants that will separate fibers, seeds, oils, etc. and prepare them
for shipping to manufacturers of hemp products.

We expect that any legislation to allow the growing of industrial hemp will
contain safeguards to prevent the illegal growing of marijuana. We support
reasonable safeguards and licensing requirements.

In summary, the WFCA believes industrial hemp is a crop that will benefit
Wisconsin farmers and consumers. We urge you to support AJR 49.
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Presentation by:  Alliance Director For A Drug Free Wisconsin

Issue: Legalization of Industrial Hemp
(I .
Background: C / a IMJ e G 1 , weve,

My comments relate to the ultimate message we send to our youth at a time where adolescent
drug use remains widespread.

Marijuana, the most widely used of the illicit drugs, accounted for most of the increase in overall
illicit drug use during the 90s and it now accounts for much of the observed decrease. There was
some gradual downward movement in all three grades in those reporting any use of marijuana in
the prior 12 months---that is, in annual prevalence. In fact, this is the second year of decline
among eighth-graders. Even though; marijuana use is decreasing, it is still widespread. This
year, nearly a quarter (22 percent) of all eighth-graders said they had tried marijuana, and about
half (49percent) of all 12" graders said they had done so.

Johnston and his collaborators, Jerald G. Bachman and Patrick M. O’Malley, have found that
certain attitudes and beliefs about a drug (in particular, the risk of harm young people see
associated with use, and the extent to which they and their friends disapprove of use) plays an
important role in driving changes in actual use of the drug. The increase in marijuana use in the
90s was accompanied by, and to some extent preceded by, a downturn in the risk perceived to be
associated with using that drug. Peer norms against use also weakened. However, Johnston
notes, “over the past two years, we saw an end to the decline in the risk that young people
associate with marijuana use, and now evidence of some turnaround in this important belief,
especially among eighth-graders.” Personal disapproval of marijuana use has shown a similar
cross-time change. '

Industrial hemp is, and for those who support it, tied to the potential economic benefits. This
potential should be explored but within the context of similarities of marijuana production. There
are legal and societal implications of all policies so we need a balanced approach.

I recommend that the following courses of actions:

1. That this matter be referred to the State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug
Abuse for further study.
2. That any legalization of industrial hemp be coupled with law enforcement

inspection sweeps for compliance with the levels and illegal marijuana growth.

3. That any infraction of the above issued be presented as any other illegal drug
activity.




Industrial Hemp/Marijuana Legislation in Wisconsin
Local Concerns

Assembly Joint Resolution #49

Det. Smith has been serving as a Columbia County Sheriff’s Deputy since 1990. Det. Smith has been
assigned to various-duties and is-currently a Detective assigned to investigations,-in addition Det. Smith is
the Project Director for Columbia County’s muiti-jurisdictional anti-drug task force (CCDEE), County
coordinator for-CEASE-(Cannabis Enforcenrent-and -SuppresstonEffort)and-amember of The Wisconsin
Narcotics Officers Association. Detective Smith has served as an undercover narcotics investigator, and
has received training in countcr-dmgmvvcsmﬁonsﬁdcnﬁﬁcauon-ﬁvmmces suchasthe DEA -State of
" WL DNE, State of Wisconsin Crime Laboratory, and senior drug investigators.

2. Local ancems:

Columbia County has experienced numerous problems with wild marijuana. Reports of subjects
trespassing on farmland and other property to commit criminal activity have been frequent. The most
common complaint is subjects harvesting wild marijuana for illicit purposes; frequently these have been
younger offenders (typically juveniles). Juveniles have been arrested in Columbia County from as far away
as Grafton, WI. These juveniles after learning at school of the locations of wild marijuana fields in
Columbia County, have driven to this area to harvest, use and sell wild marijuana. Additionally with the
current climate of school related violence, Columbia County has experienced acts of violence at area
schools. Within the last week area schools have received four bomb threats. Of those four incidents four
juveniles were referred to juvenile court officials on criminal charges, two of the juveniles were users of
marijuana. Juvenile crime and drug abuse has continued to grow in Columbia County, a majority of crimes
are committed for controlled substances or because of the use of controlled substances. To legalize
production of Marijuana sends an inappropriate message to our youth.

Some recent wild marijuana related events (Columbia County)
e 07-18-97...97-5723...Two younger Adults were arrested after harvesting wild marijuana.
Marijuana was being dried at residence and being prepared for sale and use.
e 07-22-97...97-6101...318,182 wild marijuana plants eradicated from a field after farmer
experienced problems with people trespassing on land and harvesting marijuana.
o 08-14-97...97-5583...314,149 wild marijuana plants eradicated from a field. Evidence of
. trespassing to harvest wild marijuana.
e 09-13-97...97-7504...453 wild marijuana plants eradicated after reports of persons harvesting
received.
e 09-25-97...97-7850...one adult arrested after harvesting wild marijuana.
e 09-30-97...97-7425...four juveniles referred to juvenile court officials for harvesting wild
marijuana.
e 12-10-97...97-10281...arrested one and referred four more teenage subjects for harvesting wild
marijuana to sell in Columbus, WL
All incidents involve subjects harvesting for use or sale wild marijuana (hemp).

Columbia County due to numerous problems with wild marijuana (hemp) has actively eradicated wild
marijuana fields in county. In 1997 4,376,954 wild marijuana plants and in 1998 1,982,761 wild marijuana
plants were eradicated.




The Columbia County experience is not unique to this Wisconsin County alone, as several CEASE county
coordinators have expressed concern. Columbia County’s' problem with marijuana, high grade or wild
(hemp), continues today. To legalize production would create built in possession defense...1% THC
marijuana (hemp) versus high-grade marijuana. Currently only the presence of THC is tested not quality
(THC level). Itis difficult to receive tests now for court due to backlog at the Crime Lab. To require
additional testing will create greater expense, greater backlog and confusion on the street level enforcement
of possession cases regarding marijuana. When does one arrest, possession of marijuana or possession of
greater THC content marijuana as low grade or 1% marijuana would be legal under Assembly Joint '
Resolution #49.

3.  Problems in Canada with Industrial Marijuana:

In recent a sharing of information with Law Enforcement in British Columbia, Canada (SGT. Dave Mann,
Victoria Police Department) it is learned that; Canada which has some legal marijuana (hemp) production
also has problems due to it’s legalization.

e A farmer recently tilled under ten acres of marijuana (hemp) after locals continued to steal from the
field. The farmer had had enough and destroyed the crop. Cannabis Sativa L, the botanical name
for hemp and marijuana, is the same plant. They look the same and people will steal them because:

e They can still get high on .25% THC.
e They dry it and sell it on the streets for quick money.
¢ They convert it to high THC oils.

e Another farmer on the Island (Victoria) was required to till his crop because the THC testing
showed his crop exceeded the allowable .3% (Canada) THC limit. He used seeds that were not
permitted to grow the crop.

e In Canada there is no location that hemp growers can mill their crops. Most are storing the stalk in
hope that a mill will be developed. People soon forget that it is the stalk that is milled. The
flowering top is discarded in the textile industry.

e The only ones bragging about the hemp industry in Canada appears to be the proponents. They
report a bumper crop....but then what. Hemp stores in Canada that sell clothing and other articles
remain higher priced then normal clothing stores. It was also noted that their genuine hemp
clothing often contains a blend of linen and flax, hemp often being a blend of less then 40%.

e  When it is said that hemp production in Canada has proven success Sgt. Mann is in awe. There has
been no statistical information gathered or analyzed to his knowledge. Most reports are from hemp
farmers who are tied to a hemp movement. No unbiased, outside scientific data seems to have been
collected.

Canada has been addressed as a country in which hemp is a valuable agricultural product (Assembly Joint
Resolution #49).

4. -~ Hemp Subsidies Cut in Luxembourg:

June 25%, 1998 Reuters reports that European Union farmers agreed to cut subsidies to hemp growers ina
bid to curb a massive increase in production fuelled by illegal cannabis cultivation and growing purely for
aid.

5. US Air Force Bans Hemp-Seed Oil:

February 8%, 1999 John Pulley reports the US Air Force has had to ban hemp-seed oil containing foods and

health supplements. The extract was weeded out because it threatens the integrity of the Air Forces’ drug-
testing program. Hemp-seed oil contains THC. People who use it may test positive for marijuana use.



6. Summary:

In closing I request that Assembly Joint resolution #49 be opposed. We must not rush to judgment based
on promises of good fortune. The advent of legalized marijuana (hemp) is nothing more then magical
elixir, snake oil if you will being sold to our farmers. The movement to legalize all marijuana use can only
follow. By supporting this resolution you openly invite legalization of marijuana, record yourself in history
as a supporter of legal marijuana and undermine law enforcement efforts to fight crime. Youtellour
children, “Marijuana is okay”. Is this the legacy you desire? 1 urge you to consider your vote strongly.

Wayne Smith, Detective
Columbia County Sheriff’s Office (WI)
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By Bill Cleveriey

Times Colonist stalf

- The first commercial hemp planted
legally on Vancouver Island in 60 years
was destroyed Friday as farmer Vern
- Michell could no loager put up with the

. y )
thieves plundesing his crop,

Even'as Vern Michell's tractors plowed

under tie i0 acres of plants, two youths’

..s.mn aa,,_.._mm Hﬁ%_n@ by Central Saanich
police. They had just been caught tryi
to rmoake off with a gmmmmnh_wn%_ Mw%m
hemp. They wouldn’t have goiten high if
they smoked the whele lot, but said they
didn't believe that and wanted to try it any-
WaY.
T Thetwo were 10 be charggd with theft,
and even thovgh industrial hanp is a non-
narootre consim of marijuana, they will also
be charged under the Controlled Sub-
stances Acts with possession.

“I’s still considered illegal untess you

have a special licence,” Acting Sgt. Dave

. Glancie said.
Bemp is used 1o make a variety of prod-

iiﬂggsgn_a NARVEST Tinms, se i
Farmer plows under hemp crop

L bt

cnﬁ.m:n_:&am*mxmﬁ.? Bwamwfmg
challe . ' )
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make a decision and we had to make a

decision quick,” said Michell as- he
watched the crop plowed under. He will
abzorh ahont a $10,000 loss on the ons

million plants he destroyed.
tie said fie conidn’t put up with any
more thefts; and estimates he’s personal-
ly run across about 100 groups of mostly
youths wandering up to the field adjacent
o Island View Beach. ) .
Most were simply curious, asked a lot
of questions and moved on, Michel said.
But of late some of them — including
members of Victoria's street community
-— were quite nasty, And farmiworkers
could be putting themselves i Ganger iry-
img to siop the trespassers. .
Police made zbout half a dozen arests
witliis the Tast month, inciuding two peo-
ple who tried to take about nine kilograms
of hemp. : o
“The plan was that they would take the

Tinns ColomsT - Sepr. (1. 1995

plants and in tum sell it to unsuspecting
youths a3 ieal unojuany and make some
money,” Glancie sail.

Glancie said the crop’s location was a
problem — near popular Island View
Beach. . .

v Lard H by orrare Bevaeres
Every kid on the Peninsula gocs dovwn

 there,” Glancie said. :

" Unlike marijuana industrial hemp has

only .03 per cent THC (the active ingre-
dient that gets ene high). Regular mari-

juana is 15 1040 per cent THC.
‘There certainly is a difference in price.
A similar size field of marijuana would be
worth about $800 mijlion, Michelt saxd,
* This ts the first year industrial hemp
has been planted on the Island, A fotal of
35.6 acres have been planted on the Peain-

sula, in Cobble Hill, Campbell River and -

Qualidum Beach.

Noric of the pthes hemg crons have seen |

the saime theft problem as Michell’s, said
Brian Johnson, the Victoria businessman
who led the push to start an Island hemp

industry.

g5-85-99 ©8:30 TO:COLUMBIA CO. SHERIFF DEPT.

P82

FROM:651 283 0646



JEANETTE MC DOUGAL PAGE @3

£51-293-0648

' Copyright 1998 Reuters Limtted. Al

EU trims hemp aid to curb illegal cannabis growing

LUXEMBOURG June 26 (Reuters) - European Union farm ministers on Friday agreed to cut subsidies to hemp growers in & bid to curb a
massive increase in production fuelled by illegal cannabis cultivation and growing purely for aid.

Aid kevek were cut by much less than originally proposed but atill dropped to 662.88 Ecus per hectare from 716.63 Ecus..

(= $295 acre) (= $319 acie)
The EU has argued its expenditure will rise fo around 30 million Ecus uanwoﬁm.wooag:&au:em&w».r

emp production at the current
rate. Cuirent aid is 50 attractive that the area under culiivation in the bloc has doubled within the last year to sonx 40,000 heciares, it
says. ,

“The arca has expanded massively leading to two main problenw - the premium hunters and the question of controls,” EU spokesman
- Gemry Kiely told reporters. .

in sesponse, the Buwopean Commission mitially

proposed a 25 percent cut in the kevel of aid for hemp and a tighter systemof contmlz to
crack down on possible frand, Heme and oo ot

“eue, Seap &nd cannabis we different varieties of the same identicalooking plant.

Lengthy bargaining between farm ministers secking the best deals for their countries on & wide ranging agricultural package, which also
included reforms to the FU's regimes for ban

anag, olive oil and tobacco, saw the rate cut pruned to 7.5 percent.

 EUhemp producing countries —

Britain, France, Genmany, Italy, the Netherlands and Spain — had opposed a cut in aid levels whilst
accepting new anti-fraud rules.

The rate cut will apply fromthe 19992000 marketing year.
22:11 06-25-98

rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters contens, including by framing or similiar means, is expressy
prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. Reusers shall not be liable for any errors or delayzs in the comtent, or for any actions taken in reliance
thereon. All active hyperlinks have been inserted by AOL.
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Air Force Times
Published: 02-08-99

AIR FORCE SNUFFS OUT HEMP-SEED EXTRACT
By John Puliey

Health supplements and foods containing hemp-seed oil have been banned from use by Air Fonze members.
The extract was weeded out becayse it threatens the integrity of the Air Force drug-tesling program, senvice officials said.

Hemp-seed oil containg tetrs&‘yarocanr?abinot, or THC, the psychoactive ingredient that makasg manjuana users feel high.
Peopie who use products made from the oil dontt get stoned, but their dny-tes! results look like they did.

Ingesting the ail bafore being screened for drug use can cause a positi'e result that is irdisti 7guishable from the test of
someone who used marijuana.

Alr Force members who balk at the ban on hemp oil could be charged with violating a ragulation.
Conviction wouid carry the same maximum punishment as marijuana use.

Acknawledging the effect of hemp ail on drug tests cawd open the door to &ppeals by military members, especiatly if a
drug test was used to convict thers of marijuana use. The burden would be on tre defendart to prove that hemp oif caused a
positive drug test.

Among the diverse products containing the extract are cosmetics, soaps, snack bars, salad dressing and tofu substitute.
The products typically are marketed as containing hemp.

Bady builders beware

But it was Hemp Liquid Gold, a distery suppiement made with hemp oil and used by body buildars, that set in motion
ewents leading to the ban.

The hemp-oil supplement was central to the defense of Chief Master Sgi. Spencer Gaines, an aircraft maintenance
mechanic at Dower Air Force Base, Del. o

Gaines, a weight lifter with 22 years senice in the Alr Force, clalmed that the oil in Hemp Liquid Gold caused him to twice
test positive for marijuana use. A military court acquitted him of drug charges Deo. 23, 1997,

"The government expert couldn' rule out innocent ingestion of a legal product as the sounse” of THC, his lawyer, Chartes
Gittins, said at the time.

His case was strengthened by results of a study reported in the Joumal of Analytical Toxicology. Seven people wera given
a single dose of Hemp Liquid Goid,, then tested positive for THC .

The Air Force realized its drug-testing program was in jeopardy.
About 2.7 million samples provicled by active-duty and resene military mambers are tested for drug use each year.

The Air Force and the Defense Depariment reviewed their options during the past year. Working jointly, the Air Farce
Judge Adwocate General and Surgenn Generai agreed to the ban on hemp oil. ;

Without the prohibition, virtually any drug user who tested positive for marijuana could acquit himsetf by claiming use of
hemp ail.

Friday, Apcit 05, 1909 Arterica Oniiva: DENES08S Page: 1
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H Wisconsin Agribusiness Council, Inc.

2820 Walton Commons West, Suite 100 « Madison, W1 53718-6797 » Phone (608) 224-1450 e Fax (608) 224-1452 ¢« www.wisagri.com

The Wisconsin Agribusiness Council is coordinating the

WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE FOR INDUSTRIAL HZEMI’
W’e are

FYGHTING 60 YEARS OF MISINFORMATION WITH 10.000 YEARS OF HISTORY AND FACTS

This initiative is endorsed by the following orgamzatlons

Wisconsin National Farmers Orgamzatlon e Ron Statz (608) 643-3341
Wisconsin Agribusiness Council - --nen---------- Russ Weisensel (608) 224-1450
Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives - .-----John Manske (608) 258-4400
 Wisconsin Farmers Union ----- e Robert Denman (715) 723-551-
Wisconsin Fertilizer & Chemical ASSOClatIOL. - --Betsy Ahner (608) 249-4070

Please feel free to contact any of the above for more information about our efforts.

! AND OUR SUPPORT IS GROWING !

In addition to the core supporters of our Industrial Hemp Initiative listed above, the following have
indicated their support either with a resolution at a recent annual meeting or by direct contact to us:
Michael Fields Agriculture Research Institute, Wisconsin Business Innovation Corporation,
Wisconsin Corn Growers Association, Wisconsin Farm Bureau, Wisconsin State Grange
Wisconsin Women for Agriculture, and many individuals including: UW CALS Dean Emeritus
: Neal Jorgensen and Outreach Specmhst at the UW Center for Cooperatlves, Will Hughes.

Tt is claimed that there are 25,000 uses/products from Cannabzs sativaL. Two uses, Recreauonal
and Med10ma1, are from the hlgh THC vanety of cannab1s known as manjuana

- The W:sconsm Initiative for Industrlal Hemp is only mterested n the other 24,998 uses

from the hemp varletles of Cannabis sativa L with a THC content of 1 percent or less.
% % % X % .

Sectmn 802. Deﬁmtmns Chapter 13 - Federal Drug Abuse
- Prevention and Control - Controﬂed Substances Act: ;

“ (1 6) The term “marijuana” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa L.,
whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin extracted from any part
of such plant; every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or
preparation of such plant, its seeds or resin. Such term does not include the

 mature stalks of such plant, fiber produced from such stalks, oil or cake made
from the seeds of such plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt,
derivative, mixture, or preparation of such mature stalks (except the resin
extracted therefrom) fiber, oil, or cake, or the stenhzed seed of such plant
‘which is incapable of germination.”

- The fiber is legal, we jlist aren’t allowed to grow it!

" A Positive Force for Wisconsin Agriculture .




BY DENNIS RENS

 “building’. |
also remember that Dad wasn nopleased when he stum-




Matt Rens Hemp Company

MILLERS OF HEMP FIBRE

Brandon, YWisconsin

As you see the different steps in the harvesting and stacking of the hemp in these pictures, you may wonder why we
took the extra effort of cutting, binding, shocking and stacking, etc. The only way to produce an acceptable fiber for
our spinner customers was to have a retted fiber which was controlled by these processes.

The hemp had to be sufficiently retted, a process which stopped at a point where it still had strength in the fiber.
Since we processed the hemp in the Winter months. it had to be available and in a relatively dry state. Sometimes the
hemp was stacked immediately after binding it into bundles. The bundles of hemp had to be stacked so that the mois-
ture would be shed at the top and not get saturated throughout, as that would be frozen solid in the winter. Or maybe
the retting would be continued so that the strength would be poor.

We had one year, 1950, when we did not get enough moisture to ret the hemp properly and produced a poor fiber.
That year the government shut down a hemp mill in Minnesota for a few months when they charged the farmers with
transporting marijuana leaves, which they called a public hazard. It took some persuasion of the officials to allow the
farmers and mill to finish milling the crop. In the vear 1954 we had too much moisture in Wisconsin and some of our
crop became over retted. We even burned some because there was no strength left in the fiber. That shows how impor-
tant it was to have the proper field care before delivery to the hemp mill for processing.

Willard Rens, Partner S
Matt Rens Hemp Company N

N 2




International Harvester Company to invent machines that would cut
the hemp and another that would decorticate it, or separate the fiber
from the stalk.

This decorticating machine made Matt famous as America’s Hemp
King. He saw that the decorticating process in individual fields was
very inefficient. He also noted that the moisture content of the hemp
varied and that dryer hemp typically provided better quality. With
that, the idea of a hemp mill was born - a place where farmers could
bring their hemp so it could be dried and then decorticated. In 1915
Matt, in partnership with the owner of the decorticating machine,
built and opened the nation’s first hemp mill. Within a year, he
bought out his partner.

The busiest times for the mill were in the fall and winter when the
farmers brought their hemp to the mill. As the mill jobs were sea-
sonal, it was not always easy to find workers. In one of the early years,
African Americans from Kentucky were brought in to help. In anoth-
er year, inmates from the State Prison helped out.

In 1920 the mill burned down. However, Matt built a new and
improved version. The success of Matt’s hemp mill soon caught the
eye of other astute businessmen, and by 1920 approximately fifteen
mills were built in such area towns as Waupun, Brandon, Markesan,
Fairwater, Horicon, Beaver Dam, Union Grove, Roberts, Juneau,
and others.

FARMING AND PROCESSING

Initially, farmers brought their hemp to Matt’s mill at a set price per
acre, and Matt then sold the processed fiber by the pound to spin-
ning companies around the country. Working with Andy Wright, a
University of Wisconsin agronomist, Matt then developed a system
where he and the farmers shared the sale price of the fiber they deliv-
ered to his mill. He also purchased all the farmers’ machinery, main-
tained it, and rented it back to them when they needed it.
Wisconsin farmers relied on Matt to purchase seed from Kentucky
where all the nation’s seed originated. It was of Chinese origin and

was purchased by the bushel. Just as two year-old seed didn’t germi-
nate well, neither did immature seed. Ideally, the seed had an oil con-
tent of 29-34%, it and had to be kept in a cool and dry area.

Experiments conducted by lowa State University in Ames, Towa,
indicated that the highest hemp yields followed those crops that left
the most available nitrogen in the soil, like alfalfa. One of the best
fertilizers was plain old barnyard manure.

Fields were plowed in the fall and planted in the spring. The seeds
were planted with approximately one bushel per acre, in fields that
had good drainage. Most farmers limited their crop to no more than
ten acres. By late August or early September, the hemp typically had
grown six to eight feet tall.

It was important to cut hemp just prior to the formation of seed
which reduced the softness of the fiber. If the hemp was harvested
too early, a finer and softer, but weaker fiber would result. If it was
harvested too late, coarse, brittle fiber resulted.

Matt’s son Willard described the hemp harvester as “a seventeen-
foot wide machine that would cut a swath abour seven feet wide.
A large, movable reel would bring the cur hemp back onto a
platform. A canvass apron then elevated it to be caught by a circular
apron and brought around at a ninety degree angle and spread on
the ground.”

Retting permits the fiber to be easily separated from the woody
core of the stalk. The hemp was left on the ground for from four to
six weeks, exposed to the rain and dew, and turned over ar least once
during the retting process. This process, a partial rotting of the
hemp, was called ‘dew retting’, as opposed to being ‘vat retted’ in
large ponds. The question of the day come October was to ret or
not to ret as a few days too long in the field could mean the differ-
ence between retting and rotting. If the hemp was over-retted, the
fiber was weak as the adhesive substance between fiber cells broke
down. This then produced short, broken strands of ‘tow fiber’,
which were less valuable than the long strands called ‘line fiber’. If
hemp was under-retted, the fiber would not separate well from
the stalk, or woody ‘hurds’, of the plant, and the fiber would not
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spin into a good quality twine.
Personnel at the hemp mill performed several tests described in a

1943 US Agriculture Bulletin:

1. Break Test - three to six stalks are bent back and forth. The fiber
shouldn’t break when the woody core crumbles and the hurds
fall free.

2. Bowstring Test - one to five percent of the fibers are in a bow-
string shape.

3. Peel Test - the fiber peels freely away from the stalk.

After retting, the hemp was tied into bundles with a harvester
machine called Gather-Binder. While occasionally these bundles
were then shocked in teepee-like stacks, the hemp was often delivered
to the mill shortly after tying it as the bundles would sometimes
freeze to the ground.

The only hand process involved was the ‘hackling’, or combing
out, of the fibers. The number one grade of hemp is called ‘line fiber’,
while the number two grade is listed as ‘tow’. The United States
Navy, of course, required the number one grade.”

At the mill, the hemp was laid out on a conveyor ten feet wide and
one hundred feet long and went through a drying kiln. This process
took approximately one and a half hours. Once dried, the hemp was
crushed in the ‘breaker” with abour fifteen sets of corrugated rollers
meshing into each other. The short pieces of crushed stalk, called
‘hurds’, were carried by an overhead hopper system to the boiler
room, where they were used for fuel for the two steam engines
that ran the plant. Any extra hurds were given to the farmers for cat-
tle bedding.

When the hemp came out the other end of the breaker, it was car-
ried along by a heavy chain where two sets of revolving scutcher
drums combed out the hurds and short pieces of snarled fiber. These
were fed into the ‘tow machine’, a small breaker, and came out as
loose tow. An average bale of tow weighed 350 pounds. The longer
and more valuable ‘line fiber’ was caught out of the scutcher by
workers and made into handfuls of ‘hanks’, which were combed by

hand and twisted in the center. Hank bales averaged about 50
pounds or more.

BooM To BUST TO Boom

Hemp was a cyclical business by nature. WW I and immediatel
thereafter were boom times. As a result, competition took notice an:
increased, making business tougher. In 1928, a slick Chicago busi
nessman made Matt an offer, and Matt sold his hemp mill - just a
the exact right time. When the great depression set in, Mart bough
back his mill and the one in Waupun besides, and he and Garret
Greenfield, the manager of the Waupun plant, rescued the area farmer
by processihg their hemp. In 1930 Matt closed the Waupun plant; h
later donated the property to the City of Waupun, and it is today th
site of the Waupun Hospital.

Times were so difficult in the early 1930’s thar all the Wisconsi
hemp mills except for Matt’s and the ones in Juneau and Beaver Dar
closed. Matt’s farmers grew 375 acres in 1935, and in the 1936-194
period between 500-600 acres were planted annually. In 1939 th
spinning companies began asking for more fiber, amongst ther
Ludlow Manufacturing Company, the Linnen Thread Company, th
Hanover Cordage Company, and the Navy.

In 1940, Matt bought the Markesan Hemp Company and regen
erated the plant to help respond to the burgeoning need. The nex
year, his farmers in the Alto, Waupun, Brandon Fairwater, an:
Markesan areas grew 2700 acres of hemp, or nearly five times thei
previous annual production. Matt’s oldest son, Dayton, managed th
Markesan plant and remained there through the peak war years.

Working with Matt, the John Deere Implement Company con
verted their rice harvesting machine to a hemp harvester. Anothe
small implement company developed an improved gather-binde
machine. And he also helped to develop a turning machine the
turned the retting hemp at a rate of fifteen to twenty acres per day =
opposed to the laborious hand-turning method which turned jus
three acres per day.




- HEMP FOR VICTORY

The Farmers Bulletin Number 1935 from the US Department of
-Agriculture reads:

“Hemp is now a strategic war crop... Your Government is spon-
soring the expansion of the hemp industry, and farmers will be assist-
ed in the production, handling, and marketing of this crop.”

In 1941, imports of Abaca (manila hemp) and sisal fibers were cut
off by the Japanese in the Pacific. One year later, the US Government
drafted a plan to build forty-two government-owned and operated
hemp mills in Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin as well as
Kentucky. First, they consulted Matt on how to expand production,
build mills, train managers, and process hemp. Second, they con-
tracted with Northwest Flax Industries in Winona, Minnesota, to
construct hemp breaking machines for installation in their plants.
Third, they opened a special training school in Fond du Lac,
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The gather binder rolied retted hemp into bundles at a rate of 10-12 acres per day.

Stacks of retted hemp
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Wisconsin. And finally, they constructed their forty-two mills. The
goal was to plant between 300,000 to 450,000 acres of hemp in 1943
that could then be processed for its fiber.

It has been reported that during this period Wisconsin supplied
about three fourths of the hemp raised in the country and that Matt,
in his two mills, produced more hemp than any manufacturer in the
United States. In fact, a 1940 Milwaukee Journal article reports that
at the beginning of the war Mat’s mills processed ninety-five percent
of the country’s hemp.

Prices were cyclical in the business and generally depended on the
availability of foreign fibers. In general, however, 2.25-2.5 tons of air-
dry retted hemp stalks were produced per acre, and those 2.25-2.5
tons of stalk produced approximately 1000-1100 pounds, over half
of which was high-quality ‘line fiber’. The Government was paying
anywhere from $65-8125 per acre during peak war years. There was
good money to be made in the hemp milling business.

REEFER MADNESS

The authorized purchase of hemp seed and the planting and
growing process were carefully monitored by the United States
Government. Major political interventions centered around two fac-
tors - war and drugs. In both wars, Matt not only delivered
a quality product, but refined the industry, helped create more
efficient processing methods, and loaned his expertise to the govern-
ment. On the narcotics front Matt has this o say in a 1940
Milwaukee Journal article: : ’

“We have enough marijuana on hand in stacks and in our ware-
houses to drug the nation, but I can’t recall a single case since I've
been in the business where farmers or help around here smoked or
put marijuana to improper use.”

In 1945, Matt testified before a Senate Finance sub-committee in
Washington DC. He told them their newest regulation of requiring farm-
ers to remove all leaves and flowers from the hemp plant in the field
would produce inferior quality and would force them all out of business.
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By the end of 1944 the government got out of the
hemp production business. Most of their mills had
been used for only one year and then were sold to
various industries at a low price. Because they had
created a glur, the fiber market was extremely com-
petitive in the mid to late 1940’s. The government
provided a one-year guaranteed fiber price, and in
1946 purchased upward of 500,000 pounds of
Wisconsin fiber in their price support program. The
purchasing program was completed by May of 1948.

One government scheme was to send millions of
pounds of fiber to France in 1950. So another large
hemp acreage was planted in 1949, only to have the
government change their plans and create another
huge fiber glut in 1950. Seventy carloads of hemp
fiber were left with no potential buyers in sight!

In 1950 Matt Rens died and no crop was grown.
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POSTMORTEM

While efforts were made by Matt’s family to maintain
the business after his death, the need for US-grown
fiber was spotty at best. In 1951, the Linnen Thread
Company bought the remaining fiber for use in cel-
lulose sponges. The next year another crop was grown
for them. 1953 was a poor retting year, and the
Markesan plant was sold to a Milwaukee family for
use as a machine shop. Since 1978 it has been Robin
II, a company which creates expandable polystyrene
molds for use in packaging and as coolers. A major
portion of the original hemp mill structure remains
today, unchanged since the early 1900,

In 1954, a moderate acreage was again planted, but
monsoon-type rains hit and two-thirds of the crop
were over-retted. Finally, in 1957 the last hemp crop
was grown to be processed at the Matt Rens Hemp
Company, and it was a good one. But it took over a
year to sell the high-quality fiber. It seemed the hemp
industry no longer served a purpose or responded to
the market in a cost-effective way. In the end there

simply was no more demand for hemp products.

Looking back I see several things that contributed to the
industry’s decline:

1. Hemp fiber quality was dependent on the vagaries
of nature.

2. Gummed tape was developed, eliminating the post -
office market.

3. Synthetic fibers could more consistently control
strength.

4. The issue of marijuana control became more
important.

As a final act of closing, Matt’s son Willard Rens
personally degerminated 2000 bushels, or 88,000
pounds of hemp seed that cost $9-$10 per bushel and
sold it for bird seed at $2 per bushel. The Matt Rens

PRESERV]NG A HEMP
LEGACY

Dennis Rens wrote his family’s history book; ‘America’s Hemp.
King, as a labor of love. Having grown up on a hemp farm, thenlj :
watching the hemp culture disappear from his family’s .
ry, he sought to preserve the story as a legacy.
“Irealized that I didn’t know much about it, and my

questions, and asked him to simply talk
Willard Rens replied with two full cass
newspaper artices and research bulletins dating b
Iurn of the century. I.ater, Unde Wlllurd found an

served! The film, now transferred to wdeo, documen's ﬁemp
furmmg in W‘sconsm, and the flber processmg done at the Rens

Ient and the porfrnyuls are infimate und nutuml This f‘ Im puts
Hemp for Vlriory to shame,

the Matt Rens Hemp Company hod
ment or inferference by government
contrary to popular belief, the governm
of hemp’s demise than market forc
imports can cause the dedine of any.
Marijuana Tax Act may have forced fc
hemp crops for one dollar, but eviden
not impede the growth of the hem
competition took care of that:
Dennis is dismayed at the mass amne
Wisconsiners of his generation. He s
era when hemp was grown in that
hemp they immediately think ‘marij
about the fiber business, they are
they don’t remember that it was grown
and that the government was promotin
to be grown because there was a short
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