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FRED A. RISSER

~ President | |
‘Wisconsin State Senate

e
To:  Representative leve Fresse, Chair

Assembly Committee on Campaigns and Elections

. &}aﬁ.wwww e wtiiF
From: Senate President Fred Risser A’Q g
7 AUG 3 1 1999

Date: September 1, 1999 Z\) Sleshen J.

RE: Assembly Bill 410 and Assembly Bill 413

Thank ybu for holding a_h_earing-onﬁ‘s_sembty Bill 410 and Assembiy Bill 413. |
apologize for being unable to attend the public hearing in person.

As a Senate co-sponsor of Assembly Biil 410, | would like to share my support for
this legislation.

Assembly Bill 410 relates to accepting political contributions by owners and
operators of casinos. This bill is a crucial step toward curbing the influence of gambling
interests in our state. The primary goal of Assembly Bill 410 is to send the message
that gambimg mterests cannot buy soﬁer s’egulattons in the State of Wisconsin,

Itis ciear that gambling is expandang at a rapid rate in Wisconsin. Assembly Bill
410 should be a very clear statement that money cannot buy influence in our state.

Additionally, would like to share my whole-hearted support for Assembly Bill 413.

Assembly Bill 413, of which | am a Senatle co-sponsor, relates to allowing the
creation of local election boards by counties, cities, and towns, This legislation will
permit local governments to pass tougher campaign finance laws in several areas,
including stricter limits on campaign contributions for individuals, committees and
conduits. it will create a level of accountability in local government races.

In a time of skyrocketing campaign contributions and costs, it is important that
races at all levels of government be regulated. Assembly Bill 413 is an important move
toward allowing local oversight of campaigns.

Thank you for your consideration of Assembly Bill 410 and Assembly Bill 413. If
you should have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Represen tatl ve Scott Walker
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Ban on aoceptmg contr;but:ons from gambhng mterests
Testimony to Campatgns and Elect:ons Committee — September 1, 1999

How many of you remember the detaf s of the praposed casino in Hudson Wisconsin? Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt is still under investigation today for his role in dealing with the proposed .
casino.in the northwestemn part of our state. In response to this investigation, | introduced legislation
last session to address the concerns raised by the high stakes world of gambling.

This sess;on we are pieased o have Senate President Fred Risser Jom us as the primary author in
- the State Senate. Our: 1egzsia’€zon is-based ona state law. in New Jersey that has been in place since

o 1977 and has been upheld in state court. The' purpcse of the: an is to prevent political corruption in -

| an’ mdustry that hasapaor track record elsewhere in the: country. - Similar legzsiatlora is pending inthe
< lllinois: - State Legsstature that - will ‘prohibit candidates -and: polzt;ca§ ‘committees from accepting
contrsbutlons from interests in riverboat gambimg or horse racing.

Interestingly, the National Gambtmg Impact Study Commzssmn presented President Clinton with its
report on'June 18 and included a recommendation that states adopt tight restrictions on political
contributions made by gambling interests.

The commlsswn s rec:ommendatlon says: “‘There are sound reasons to recommend that the states
adopt tight restrictions on contributions to state and local campaigns by entities - corporate, pﬂvafe or
_ trabai - tha’{ have appfzed for or have been granted the prwaiege of operatmg gambimg facuhties

s 'Gamblmg mt;—;*rests playeci a subs’tantzai role | in gubema‘tonai wans in Aiabama and South Carolina !ast '

year. The National Institute on Money in State Politics says that in 10 states it has studied so far,
gambling interests gave more than $1.5 miflion in the 1997-98 election cycle. The Center for
Responsive Politics reported the gambling industry donated more than $6.2 million to federal
_candsc{ates and parties in the 1997‘-98 eiect;on cycle, twice what it gave during the previous mldterm
eiectaoﬂs '

Accor{img to the Wlsconsln Gammg Board $7.1 billion was’ wagered at the 17 tribal casinos in‘the
fiscal year that ended June 30, 1996. The board has not tabulated the amount spent in 1997, and the
tribes’ new gaming compacts prohibit the state from divulging newer statistics. Meanwhile, gambling
interests distributed $61,900 in 1996 and $25,370 in 1997 to individual candidates, campaign
committees and political party committees.

Finally, | note that a budget provision approved by the conference committee will give the Legislature
authority over new gambling compacts and off-resetvation casinos. We have witnessed problems
with gambling contributions at the federal level and in other states. Now, through the budget process,
we are giving the members of the Legislature expanded authority over gambling in this state.

As we have witnessed throughout the state, gambling interests want to expand into new locations all
over Wisconsin. We must act now before problems evolve in this state. Our measure will act as a
protection against corruption here in Wisconsin.



