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Lorraine M. Seratti

State Representative « 36" Assembly District

TESTIMONY ON A.B. 150
“DIRTY DUMPERS” BILL
4/22/99

Chaiir Ainsworth and Committee Members;

A, B, 150 wass introduced last session as A, B, 274, and passed the Assembly,
but did not recelve action in the Senate.

I infroduced this legislation because my office received many complaints
about individuals dumping garbage in difches adlong the roadside or in fields on
public and private property. This "garbage” is anything from normal household
‘waste fo fires and. broken -opplionces. - In many rural-counties there are no
municipal dump sites and people have to pay to have thelr garbage and
recycled material hauled away. Instead of paying, they dump it in ditches and
fields.

According to the Depariment of Natural Resources (DNR) this is a large
problem in the rural counties. The DNR said that education is the key to stopping
the problem.

Under current law, a fown may enact a zoning ordinance regulating trash
dumping along streams and natural watercourses.  Under the bill, a fown may
enact a dumping ordinance that applies to the town’s entire territory. in addifion,
under the bill, towns and counties may provide for a forfelture for violating a
dumping ordinance.  Also, under the bill, fowns, counties, and fown sanitary
districts may publicize the names of persons that violate dumping ordinances.

i will be happy to answer any guestions,



