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- TOMMY G. THOMPSON

Governor
State of Wisconsin

 February 17,1999

- The Honorable Fred Risser
President of the Senate
220 South, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53702

The Honorable Scott Jensen
;"Speakcr of the Assembiy
211 West, State Cap1t01
_:'-Madlson WI 53702

. .Re: 1999 Assemb}y Bill 65
Dea_.r_'Preside_m Risser and Speaker Jensen:

1999 Assembly Bill 65, introduced by Representatives Musser and Schneider, and co-
sponsored by Senator Moen, relates to contributions for a World War Il memorial in
_ _Washmgton D. C and makmg appropnatxons _

o '-'1999 Assembiy 8111 65 contams a ﬁscai note in excess of 5100 000 ?ursuant t0'sec. 16 4’7
(2), Stats., I consider this bill an emergency bill, I recommend the bill and I ask that passage
~of 1999Assembly Bill 65 be permitted prior to passage of the budget bill.

. .Thénk y-éu'_'for yom atte_ﬁﬁq'n to this matter. .

Smcere}ff)

/

TOMMY G. THOMPSON
Governor

TGT/mef

Room 115 East, State Capitol, P.O. Box 7863, Madison, Wisconsin 53707 » (608) 266-1212 « FAX (608) 267-8983






AB 65: Contributions to WW 1l Memorial in Washington D.C.

Date: March 3, 1999

BACKGROUND

Federal law has authorized the first national memorial dedicated to all who served during World War 1L
The memorial will honor the 16 million who served in the Armed Forces, the 406,000 who died, and the
millions who supported the war effort from home. The site selected is between the Lincoln Memorial
and the Washington Monument, prime area of the national capitol. The $100 million memorial will be
funded entirely by private contributions and each state has been contacted for contributions for the
memorial. The American Battle Monuments Commission plans to schedule the ground breaking on
Veterans Day, in the year 2000.

SUMMARY OF AB 65
(AS AMENDED BY COMMIITEE)

Assembly Bill 65 gives the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) authority to accept
contributions on behalf of Wisconsin veterans for the construction of the World War 1] memorial.
Contributions received by the department will be matched by the state up to a maximum of $166,100.
This amount represents one half of the Wisconsin Veterans who served in World War IL. The DVA
must submit all of the contributions and the state matching moneys to the American Battle Monuments
L Cornmlssaon by May 15,2000. The bill was amended by’ the Assembly’ Veterans & Military Affairs = |

- Committee to change the effective date to the day after publication. This will allow it to be effective
prior to passage of the state budget.

AMENDMENTS

Assembly Amendment 1, introduced and adopted 9-0 by the committee, changed the effective date of
the bill to the day after publication. Wisconsin Statute states that no bill containing an appropriation of
increasing the cost of state government or decreasing state revenue in an amount exceeding $10,000
shall be passed by either house unti} the budget bill has passed both houses.

However, if such a bill is considered an emergency bill and recommended for passage by the Governor
or the Joint Committee on Finance, passage is permitted. Assembly Speaker Jensen and Senate
President Risser have received a written statement from Governor Thompson stating that he considers
AB 65 an emergency bill and that passage should be permitted.

FISCAL EFFECT

The fiscal estimate prepared by DVA indicates a one-time increase if spending authority of $166,100
in GPR and administrative costs of $27,000 of existing SEG funds for the Department of Veterans
Affairs.



AB 65 page2

PROS

Py

There is no memorial in Washington D.C. honoring WW Il Veterans.

2. Time is running out to honor a generation of veterans who won the largest military conflict ever.

The bill creates a partnership between the citizens and the state to help build the memorial with the

dollar for dollar matching funds.

4. The goal for Wisconsin, $332,200, honors the number of Wisconsin Veterans who served in World

War IL

Wisconsin will be honoring the 8,390 Wisconsin lives lost serving in WW IL

6. The fund raising effort will be partially geared to our schools to help educate our students about
World War II and ‘the effects it had on Wisconsin families.

7. Limited length of time for Wisconsin to raise the funding from citizens.

b

i

" CONS

None have been expressed,

SUPPORTERS

Rep. Terry Musser, author, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans,
Vietnam Veterans. The bill has bi-partisan support from Assembly, Senate and leadership in both
houses.

"~ OPPOSITION

No opposi.tion’ to the proposal at the public hearing.

" HISTORY

Assembly Bill 65 was introduced on January 28, 1999 and referred to the Assembly Committee on
Veterans and Military Affairs. A public hearing was held on February 24, 1999. On February 24, 1999,
the Committee voted 9-0 to recommend passage as amended.

Contact: Marlene Reineking, Office of Rep. Terry Musser
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* - young life be someone you know or love.

~complished athlete, a class leader who
“dreamed of going to UCLA. He, along with so
-many others -— Josh Voss from Mazomanie,
"Tobi Miller from Sun Praire and now Rebecca
. lutzke, Sam Schmidt from New Berlin — rep-

Tesented. our brightest hopes for {omorrow.

- How many lives will it take? Don't let the next

Greening lives in Ripon.
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Phil Blake, publisher
Frank Denton, editor
Thomas W. Still, associate editor
Sunny Schubenrt, editorial writer
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needs to take a second look at how we

are Using our resources. Are we also
trying to justify why we should not have
to feel responsible to help victims of in-
justice, thinking they do not “qualify”
for our mercy and assistance either be-
cause they have a faith that is different
than ours, they are not really our neigh-
bors or some other equally seif-serving
eriteria for denying assistance?

Do we do nothing because we can't
do everything that needs to be
done? ... Perhaps if the world were to
see & united church working together,
operating the way it was intended {0 op-
erate — putting people first and polities
aside — the church’s next dilemma
would be how to handle all the spiritu-
ally hungry and needy peocple that
would be coming to her for answers in
their own lives.

POLIARPS 0T G LU SR Wl ikt

arms dealing, campaign finance viola-
push Monica onto back pages?

other corner of the world.

Clinton fiddles while

LIIE gl

- ? ; would n
tions, fund-raising questions, drug smug- The
gling and nuclear weapons thefts or to  gytonen

. . ported
It seems that whenever Clinton is {he Seyl
backed into a corner he comes cut iR & pian inc
. 1
— Norman Arendt, Middleton i?;;‘:;
leave w
insurres
foreign policy deteriorates pr:,;?(fﬁ
I believe Bill Clinton and his foreign a 1801 &
policy are a disaster to our country! The
One day we are bombing Iraq with no  Serb pr
results. Suddenly we hear nothing Serbian
about Traq, and our planes are now original
bombing Kosovo. Cover one mistake by their
starting another! It sure gets Monica out ship wh

of the way!

Chuck Martin, editorial writer

More mail

'_ﬁ_'--_Wage gains owe
much to government

“The State Journal's recent edit-
orial “Wage Turnaround Worth
Noting"” celebrates the good news,
recently released by the Center on
‘Wisconsin Strategy, that wages are
finally rising for low-wage Wiscon-
sin workers. 1 wouldn’t pop the

... champagne. corks just yet, how-

- ever, much less conclude, as the
editorial

- ors welfare,

While certainly welcomeé, the
recent gains have been modest,

well below historic norms, and, ad-
justing for inflation, leave them {(as
well as those in the middle of the
: earnings distribution) making less
than they did 20 years ago. What
improvement has been seen, more-
over, owes much to recent in-
ereases in the national minimum
wage and the Federal Reserve's
low interest rate policies driving
economic expansion. Far from
showing the irrelevance of govern-
ment, recent gains among the
working poor show the importance
of government to making our econ-
omy perform for ail.
- Joel Rogers, UW-Madison di-
rector, Center on Wisconsin Strat-
egy

A few weeks ago I gave a mod-
est donation to the World War Il
Veterans Memorial Fund. In re-

. seemed to,. that .this |
* -proves the irrelevance, of “govern-,
ment intervention” to such, work- "

Please get in touch

We welcome letters of
200 or fewer words on
matiers of public
interest. Letters may be
edited; not all can be published.
Mait to: Letters to the Editor, PO,
Box 8058, Madison, Wi 53708

. E-mail to:
wsjopine @madison.cont

Caller {Deas ling:
283-3123 in Madison;
1-888-696-8675
elsewhere

- All letters, E-mails and Caller
iDeas must include your name,
address and phone number. Only
names and hometowns will be.
published.

turn I have received a nice certifi-
cate, a neat lapel pin and notice
that my name will be permanently
inscribed as a veteran of that war.
I'm truly impressed by the guality
of these acknowledgements and by
the professional attitude of those
persons conducting this essential
fund drive.

On the other hand, as noted in
the State Journal, the state of Wis-
consin is contributing $166,000 to
the Memorial Fund, With a match-
ing contribution from the private
sector, this joint contribution will
amount to $1 per Wisconsin vet-
eran. More than 50 years after the
battles ended, our state is contrib-
uting 50 cents per veteran to help
build a memorial. Doesn’t this
seem a little miserly and a rather
insignificant gesture at this time?

— Walt Hannan, Livingston
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DNR strives to preserve
outdoor areas for all uses

By Keith Warnke

Wisconsin citizens place a high
value on conservation and natural
resources, and Department of Nat-
ural Resources programs provide
a wide variety of outdoor opportu-
nities for everyone.

© Fifty - percent of Wisconsin
adults’ participate in fish- and
wildlife-associated recreation,
more thafi participate in any of the
ball-sports. Trends point fo in-
creasing number of outdoor recre-
ational-“'users and increasing
demands on Wisconsin’s natural
resources as we enter the 21st cen-
tury. More than 1.6 million resi-
dents. participated in wildlife
watching activities, according to
the latest survey.

Obviously, one of the greatest
challenges facing the DNR is how
o effectively manage and preserve
the state’s tremendous natural re-
sources while accommodating a
growing population and growing
public interest in wildlife.

The DNR wildlife management
program manages hundreds of
thousands of acres of public and
private land to provide opportu-
nity for all users. Thousands of
acres of native and restored
prairies and restored wetlands
provide excellent habitat for many

Warnke is the upland wildlife
ecologist and outdoor heritage
specialist in the state Department of
Natural Resources Bureau at
Wildlife Management,
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species of wildlife, especiall
game amphibians, songbirc
mammals in addition to v
mon or endangered plant sp

Additionally, the wildlife
agement program is respe
for more than 500,000 ac
Wildlife Management Are:
provide a variety of epportt
Let's look at two examples:
Crex Meadows Wildlife M
ment Area in Burnett Coun
55,000-acre complex of
prairie, brush prairie and
forest that is open to publi
ing; has groomed cross-cour
tfrails, picnicking and c:
areas; and is in the top 10 d
tions for bird watching in t
west. More than 120,000
visit Crex Meadows each y
percent for wildlife observa:
percent for sightseeing and
percent for hunting. But ¢{
cent of the staffing and
management costs at Crex
ows are paid for with mone
lected through hunter and
license fees and excise taxe

Second, the Sandhil
County Wildlife Manageme:
in Wood county is a 30,0
complex of marsh and fore
veys indicate that more t
percent of the 65,000 annu
tors come to participate in-
observation and education:
ities and only 8 percent t
Again, the vast majority

-
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An invitation to recorvd

he annals of history

Iped win World War 11,

the names of those who hel

WHar 1s T WORLD War 11 MeMoRIAL?

_ The National World War 11 Memorial is a

- long overdue tribute to the individual Americans
. who helped win World War II, the largest war of
. all time and the deﬁn:ng event of the twentieth
' century. The Memorial

b:aveiy fought to defend
freedom, those on the
home front who
contributed to the war
effort, and the high
moral purpose that
mortivated the nation’s
: call to arms. Never

. before or since has our country shared such a

- common bond of purpose and determination.
“This will be the first national memorial
acknowledging the commitment and
achievement of the entire nation,

The approved Memorial design
concept features two arches that
mark the North and South entrances
to the Memorial Plaza. Bronze laurel
wreaths representing victory are
suspended within the arches.

honors the veterans who

© WHO IS BUILDING

THE WORLD WAR 11 MEMORIAL?

President Clinton signed Public Law 103-32
on May 25, 1993, authorizing the American Bautle
Monuments Commission to establish the World
War II Memorial in our Nation's Capital. Primary
funding for the $100 million Memorial must be
raised from private contributions.

. WHERE WILL IT BE LOCATED?

The World War II Memorial will be located

on 7.4 acres of the National Mall in Washington,
- D.C. Situated directly between the Lincoln
~ Memorial and the Washington Monument, the

Memorial has been given a place of honor on
one of the last great public spaces available in
our Nation’s Capital. It will be a place to reflect
on the sacrifices made by a special generation of
Americans.




NATIONAL CHAIRMAN
Senator Bob Dole

NATIONAL CO-CHAIRMAN
Frederick W. Smith, FDX Corporation

HONORARY CAMPAIGN CHAIRMEN
President George Bush President Jimmy Carter
President Gerald Ford President Ronald Reagan

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP
Herman Harrington
Jess Hay
Rep. Amo Houghron
G.V. (Sonny} Montgomery

Walter Shorenstein
Stanley Star
John Teets
Jack Valenti

Amaong the many patriotic organizations
supporting the World War I Memorial are:
AMVETS
American Fx-Prisoners of War
American Military Retirees Association
Association of the United-States Army

Disabled American Veterans
" Freemasons of the Scotcih Rite, 33°,
‘Northern Jurisdiction
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A.
Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW
Military Order of the World Wars
National Sociery,
Daughters of the American Revolution
Paralyzed Veterans of America
The American Legion
The Retired Enlisted Association
The Retired Officers Assoctation
Tuskegee Airmen
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge
Veterans of Foreign Wars

AMERICAN BATTLE
MonUuMEeNTs COMMISSION
PO. Box 96766

Washingron, D.C. 20090-6766
1-800-639-4WN2
heepi/iwwwowrwiimemorial.com
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AMERICA’S NATIONAL
MEMORIAL TO THOSE

WHO HELPED WIN
WORLD WAR 11
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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World War 1l Memorial Fund

American Battle Monuments Commission
8l P.O. Box 96766

g Washington, D.C. 20090-6766
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