Vote Record

Senaté Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and Government Ope_rations

Date: A-2[-99. o Z .
Moved by: q ~o b ___ Seconded by: L=
AB: : Clearinghouse Rule:
AB: SB: Appointment:
AJR: SJR: 20 Other:
A: SR: :
A/S Amdt:
A/S Amdt: to A/S Amdt:
A/S Sub Amdt: )
A/S Amdit: to A/S Sub Amdt:
A/S Amdt: to A/S Amdt: to A/S Sub Amdt:
Be recommended for: l:l - Indefinite Postponement
[ Passage ] Tabling
1 uction [] concurrence
.Q__Z)Af:lfgﬁon 1 Nonconcurrence
"] Rejection ] confimation
Committee Member Aye No Absent  Not Voting
Sen. Robert Wirch, Chair ' L] ] []
Sen. Gwendolynne Moore D/ ] ] L]
. s /
Sen. Richard Grobschmidt [ O ] ]
Sen. Gary Drzewiecki L:.lé ] ] ]
Sen. David Zien [t ] ] []
-
Totals: S

_InGtion Carried [ ]Motion Failed
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-WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF MEMORANDUM

One East Main Street, Suite 401; P.O. Box 2536; Madison, WI 53701-2536
Telephone: (608) 266-1304 .
Fax: (608) 266-3830
Email: leg.council@legis.state.wi.us

DATE: September 9, 1999

TO: SENATOR ROBERT WIRCH, CHAIRPERSON, SENATE COMMITTEE ON
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING AND GOVERNMENT
OPERATIONS

FROM: Dan Fernbach, Senior Staff Attorney

SUBJECT: 1999 Senate Joint Resolution 20, Relating to Four-Year Terms of Office for
Clerks of the Circuit Courts (First Consideration)

1999 Senate Joint Resolution 20 was introduced on July 13, 1999 by Senator Breske. A
public hearing on the joint resolution is scheduled for September 21, 1999.

Present Wis. Const. art. VIII, s. 12 provides for two-year terms for the clerk of circuit
court for each county.

1999 Senate Joint Resolution 20, proposed to the Legislature on first consideration,
would amend the state constitution to provide a four-year term for the Office of Clerk of Circuit
Court. The extended term would first apply to clerks who are elected at the first general election
occurring after notification at which the Governor is elected.

~ Senate Joint Resolution 20 must be adopted by two successive legislatures, and notifica-
tion by the people, before it can become effective.

DF:tlu;ksm



Wtseonsnn @lerks otF @nreunt C@urt Assoetanon
Letnve @onmntﬁtee |
POSITION PAPER ON 4-YEAR TERM

FOR CLERKS OF CIRCUIT COURT
: - AJR 64/SJR-20 o

The Wlsconsm Clerks of Circuit Court Assoc1at10n (W CCCA) supports 1999 Assembly Joint Resolutlon 64 and 1999

~ Senate Joint Resolutton 20 which extend the term of office of Clerks of Circuit Court from two to four years. The '

WCCCA supports this b1-part1san effort to amend the Wisconsin Constn:utlon for the followmg reasons:

) Clerks of C1rcu1t Court are constltutlonally elected ofﬁcers who are elected on a county-w1de bas1s to serve” |
 the pubhc and the county legal system - _

"Clerks of C1rcu1t Court represent the entlre county from wh1ch they are elected whether that is a small .
o ‘:homogeneous rural county ora large multl-cultural - urban county .

-~ Clerks of Circuit Court have numerous d1verse dutles whrch requtre admmlstrattve fmancml pubhc relations ;
- and law-related skrlls - : -

" Clerks of C1rcu1t Court are responsrble for developmg and over-seemg multt-mllhon dollar budgets

ﬁ

o .Clerks of C1rcu1t Court are respons1ble for managmg ﬁles and related documents concernmg small claims -
. cases, criminal cases, civil and family cases, and the myrrad of other court actrons that are ﬁled on a dally"
, '_bas1$ in the county legal system , , :

B _Clerks of C1rcu1t Court have along w1th all other aspects of the cnmmal justice system mcurred geometnc |
_ mcreases in recent years in. the number of legal actions and personnel matters they must adm1mster

o Clerks of C1rcu1t Court have along w1th other county officers been called upon in recent years to do more'
- as the federal and state governments shift addlttonal responslblhttes to county govemments

- In 1998 a constltutlonal amendment was adopted by the pubhc to extend to four years the term of office of
s Sherlff The Legtslature passed _]omt resoluttons on that matter durmg the 1995 and 1997 sessions.

A Jomt resolution to extend to. four years the term of office for a Dlstnct Attorney was passed by the 1997

Leglslature and is currently bemg cons1dered by the 1999 Leglslature -

“The four year term of ofﬁce for Clerks of Circuit Court is cons1stent w1th the effort to ensure that all county.‘
- -offices mvolved ‘with the crlmmal Justtce system are four year postuons : :



