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RCH

STATE SENATCR {gOND DISTRICT

To: Members, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Government Operations
From: Senator Robert Wirch, Chairman

Date: January 24, 2000

Re: Paper Ballot — Senate Joint Resolﬁtion 24

IMPORTANT: PLEASE RETURN YOUR BALLOT OR PHONE IN YOUR VOTE NO LATER THAN
NOON TODAY!!

Moved by Senator Wirch, that Senate Joint Resolution 24 be recommended for adoption.

Aye No

Signature:

State Capitol, PO. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882  608-267-8979
Toll-Free Office Hotline: 1-888-769-4724
Email: Sen.Wirch@legis.state.wi.us ® Website: www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen22/sen22.html ® Fax: (608) 267-0984
Home: 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 ® (262) 694-7379
& Printed on Recycled Paper
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To: Meubm, Commities on Economic Developrment, Housing and Governmemt Operations

From: Seantor Robest Wisrvh, Chalrmas .
Pats: Jaavary 24, 2000

Re twm a.uu-sénmxoiu Resolution 24

IMPORTANT: PWSE RETURN YOUR BALLOT OR PHONE IN YOUR VOTE NO LAm THAN
NOON TODAY!

Moved by Senator Wireh, that Senate Joint Revolution 24 be recommonded for adoption.

Aye ’

5!:!0(: Capiwl, PO. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin $3707-7832 » 608.267.8979
TollFree Office Hotline: 1-858.769-4724 '
Email: Sen. Wirdlvug!mnmwl.ue * Websitc: waw.luginistatewhyy/sonate/sonddsend2 htol ® Fag: ('vOH) 2070084
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STATE SENATORE (B @ERITOND DISTRICT

To: Members, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Government Operations
From: Senator Robert Wirch, Chairman

Date: January 24, 2000

Re: Paper Ballot — Senate Joint Resolution 24

IMPORTANT: PLEASE RETURN YOUR BALLOT OR PHONE IN YOUR VOTE NO LATER THAN
NOON TODAY!!

Moved by Senator Wirch, that Senate Joint Resolution 24 be recommended for adoption.

Aye / No

Signature: %’4 D%“w;
/ |

State Capitol, P.O. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882 ® 608-267-8979
Toll-Free Office Hotline: 1-888-769-4724
Email: Sen. Wirch@legis.state.wi.us ® Website: www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen22/sen22.html ® Fax: (608) 267-0984
Home: 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 & (262) 694-7379
& Printed on Recycled Paper



STATE SENAT(

To: Members, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Government Operations
From: Senator Robert Wirch, Chairman

Date: January 24, 2000

Re: Paper Ballot — Senate Joint Resolution 24

IMPORTANT: PLEASE RETURN YOUR BALLOT OR PHONE IN YOUR VOTE NO LATER THAN
NOON TODAY!!

Moved by Senator Wirch, that Senate Joint Resolution 24 be recommended for adoption.

Aye No

’
Signatmezibm 0\&);\

State Capitol, P.O. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882 ® 608-267-8979
Toll-Free Office Hotline: 1-888-769-4724
Email: Sen. Wirch@legis.state.wi.us ® Website: www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen22/sen22.html ® Fax: (608) 267-0984
Home: 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 e (262) 694-7379
€ Printed on Recycled Paper



STATE SENATC

To: Members, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Government Operations
From: Senator Robert Wirch, Chairman

Date: January 24, 2000

Re: Paper Ballot — Senate Joint Resolution 24

IMPORTANT: PLEASE RETURN YOUR BALLOT OR PHONE IN YOUR VOTE NO LATER THAN
NOON TODAY!!

Moved by Senator Wirch, that Senate Joint Resolution 24 be recommended for adoption.

State Capitol, P.O. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882 * 608-267-8979
Toll-Free Office Hotline: 1-888-769-4724
Email: Sen. Wirch@legis.state.wi.us ® Website: www.legis.state.wi.usfsenate/sen22/sen22.html ® Fax: (608) 267-0984
Home: 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 ® (262) 694-7379
& Printed on Recycled Paper



Wisconsin
Manufacturers
& Commerce

Wisconsin Manufacturers’
Association - 1911

Wisconsin Council
of Safety - 1923

Wisconsin State Chamber
of Commerce - 1929

James S. Haney
President

James A. Buchen
Vice President
Government Relations

James R. Morgan
Vice President
Education and Programs

Michael R. Shoys
Vice President
WMC Service Corp.

501 East Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53703-2944
P.O. Box 352
Madison, WI 53701-0352
Phone: (608) 258-3400
Fax: (608) 258-3413
WWW.Wmc.org

TO: Senate Economic Development, Housing, and
: Government Operations Committee

FROM: James A. Buchen

Vice President, Government Relations
DATE: January 21, 2000
RE: SJR 24 Constitutional Amendment

Regarding Uniformity Clause

Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce is opposed to Senate
Joint Resolution 24, which would amend the Wisconsin
Constitution’s uniformity clause and allow for discriminatory property
taxation. While the intended purpose of this constitutional
amendment is to provide property tax relief, the actual impact is likely
to increase taxes in Wisconsin. Unfortunately, Wisconsin is already
one of the highest taxing states in the nation. According to the
Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, we currently rank third in the United
States in overall taxation, sixth in income taxation, seventh in
property taxation, and fifteenth in corporate income taxation.

The primary reason that Wisconsin is a high taxing state is spending
growth at the local government and schooi district level, combined
with attempts by the state to relieve the property tax burden by
increasing local aids. As a result, 61% of all state spending involves
aids to local governments and school districts. Despite a dramatic
increase in state aid, in the name of property tax relief, we stlll have
the seventh highest property taxes in the nation.

A recent study by the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance found that only
$.40 of every dollar spent on property tax relief actually goes to
reduce taxes. The remaining §.60 of every dollar is consumed in
increased spending. As a result, past attempts to relieve property
taxes by increasing aids and credits have only served to drive up the
overall tax rate in Wisconsin.

With that by way of background, we oppose SJR 24 for the
following reasons:

Will lead to higher taxes in Wisconsin.

History has shown that the only way to control property taxes is
to limit Jocal government and school district spending.
Additional aids and credits, as contemplated by SJR 24, will
only lead to increased spending and taxes.

Will lead to special interest property tax relief.
SJR 24 would allow the legislature to discriminate in the
distribution of property tax relief on the basis of property value,



Page 2

Memo from James A. Buchen
Regarding SJR 24

January 21, 2000

personal income, property location, type of property, etc. As a
result, while some property taxpayers may see relief, others will
see substantially higher taxes. The constitution currently
guarantees every property taxpayer the right to share uniformly
in property tax relief, and that is the way it should remain.

Voters see potential for mischief.

An almost identical constitutional amendment was
overwhelmingly rejected by the voters in 1989 and 1992. The
potential for such a constitutional amendment to allow mischief
in the delivery of special interest property tax relief is well
understood by Wisconsin taxpayers.

When Wisconsin was established in 1848, our political leaders
understood that discriminatory property taxation and property tax
relief was inherently unfair and inappropriate. We have benefited
from their wisdom and foresight for more than 150 years. SJR 24
would eliminate this important taxpayer protection, and further
undermine public confidence in our tax system and government in
general. We urge you to reject SJR 24.



