Vote Record

Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing

and Government Operations

Date:

- 3-3(-0o" - : .
Moved by: r- Seconded by: =_CI ‘€~

AB: Clearinghouse Rule:
AB: SB: Appointment:
AJR: SJR: 8 ;% ; Other:
A SR:
A/S Amdt:
A/S Amdit: to A/S Amdt:
A/S Sub Amdt: :
A/S Amdt: to A/S Sub Amdt:
A/S Amdt: . to A/S Amdit: to A/S Sub Amat:
Be recommended for: I_:I Indefinite Postponement
] Passage 1 Tabling
[ ,Introduction [ . concurrence
Adoption [C] Nonconcurrence
: jection [1 confirmation
Committee Member Aye No

Sen
Sen
Sen
Sen
Sen

Absent  Not Voting

. Robert Wirch, Chair El— ] []
. Gwendolynne Moore [%7 ] [] ]
. Richard Grobschmidt L] ] []
. Gary Drzewiecki %l/./l’:l ] ]
. David Zien ‘ [] [] []

Totals:

Motion Carried ' Motion Failed
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OPTICAL DISK

March 21, 2000
Gobd morning Ladies & Gentlemen of the Committee;

My name is Mark Ladd. | am the Racine County Register of Deeds. | currently serve as
the President of the Wisconsin Register of Deeds Association and the Secretary of the

- Wisconsin County Constitutional Officers Association.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony regarding SJR-38, which provides four-
year terms for county constitutional officers.

The idea of four-year terms is nothing new, so | do not wish to unnecessarily belabor the
concept. We have visited your offices, we have spoken with you at the WCCO
Legislative Reception, and we have talked with you at local functions. By now, you can
probably recite the rationale with us.

A four-year term is good public policy because it provides for better continuity in county
elected offices, resulting in better service to the public. This is because the four-year
term provides better opportunity for credible long-range planning and consistent policy
development and implementation.

Perhaps | can break some new ground by publicly addressing another more practical
concern. With all due respect to the members of the legislature, | must point out on
behalf of county constitutional officers the fact that our offices are never “out of session”.
Quite frankly, campaigning frequently takes us away from the day-to-day duties the
taxpayers pay us to perform. This is clearly not in the best interest of our customers.
The less time we spend campaigning, the more time we spend doing the people’s
business.

The specific merits of SJR-38 are numerous. It reconciles itself to two other four-year
term bills currently under consideration. It staggers the terms of the various offices so
that half of the officers will be on the ballot every two years. In short, is has been well
thought through and carefully drafted. :

| have personally been in contact with the leadership of the Assembly and believe that
they stand ready to act on this proposal as soon as it clears the Senate. Therefore, | ask
that you not only support this bill here in committee but that you also do everything you
can to expedite it's passage before the Senate so that it can be taken up by the
Assembly in the waning hours of this legislative session.

"FEW THINGS MUST LAST AS LONG AS COUNTY RECORDS"

WISCONSIN REGISTER OF DEEDS

Association




RACINE COUNTY COURT HOUSE
I93I

COUNTY TREASURER

ELIZABETH A. MAJESKI ‘ 730 Wisconsin Avenue PHONE 414-636-3239
HZABETH A. MAJESK RAGINE, WIS CONSIN; FAX 414-636-3851
) ' 53403-1274 - email:BettyM@RacineCo.Com

March 20, 2000

Senator Robert Wirch, Chair

Economic Development, Housing, and government Operations
Senator Gwendolynne S. Moore

Senator Richard A. Grobschmidt

Senator Gary F. Drzewiecki

Senator David A. Zien

Honorabie Senators,_

| want to go on record with your Committee as being very much in favor of the passing of
SJR 38. The time has come for this to pass. It has many benefits to the office holder as well
as the taxpayers. Some of the reasons | believe four year terms should be enacted are:

When out campaigning, the voters first response is “again, why don’t you have four year
terms?”

e The time it takes to campaign interferes with the job duties and makes it very difficult for
effective management. To have more time for working between campaigns will afford the
office holder the opportunity to better prepare and manage their duties while actively
campaigning as well. Campaigns every two years have a person getting ready for the
next one as soon as the most recent one is complete.

* Fouryear terms would allow for better long-range planning.

* While we as incumbents may not like it, the truth of the matter is that four year terms
will promote more people to run for office.

I appreciate your time in having this bill before your committee and ask you to work for
passage of this bill.

Sincerel

Racine County Treasurer



Wisconsin' Clerks of Circuit Court Association

Serving Wisconsin Courts

President

GAIL GENTZ

912 56th Street, Courthouse
- Kenosha, Wi 53140

Tele: 414-653-2810

FAX: 414-653-2435

Vice President

JUDITH A. COLEMAN
City-County Bldg., Rm. GR-10
210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Bivd.
Madison, W1 53709

Tele: 608-266-4679

FAX: 608-266-9286

Secretary
NANCY ROBILLARD

421 Nebraska St Courthouse
Sturgeon Bay, Wi 54235

Tele: 920-746-2205

FAX:  920-746-2381

Treasurer

BERNADETTE FLATOFF
1516 Church St,, Courthouse
Stevens Point, Wi 54481
Tele: 715-346-1370

FAX: 715-346-1236

Executive Committee

" Judith A. Coleman, Chair
John Barrett, Dist, 1
Taraesa Wheary, Dist. 2
Kiistine Deiss, Dist. 3
Diane Fremgen, Dist. 4
Eldred Mielke, Dist. 5
Mary Ellen Cross, Dist. 6
-Carolyn K. Olson, Dist. 7
Ruth H. Janssen, Dist. 8
Susan Krueger, Dist. 9
Clara Minor, Dist. 10

Legisiative Committee
Cynthia S. Ernst, Chair

John Barrett, Dist. 1
Sheila Reiff, Dist. 2
Barbara Grube, Dist. 4
Judith Coleman, Dist. §
Richard Thieme, Dist. 6
Pamela Radtke, Dist. 7
David Bruske, Dist. 8
Donna Seidel, Dist. 9
Diana Miller, Dist. 10

March 18, 2000

Senator Robert Wirch
Sate Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

RE: 1999 Senate Joint Resolution 38

Dear Senator Wirch:

As President of the Wisconsin Clerks of Circuit Court Association, I am writing
to you in support of Senate Joint Resolution 38. The Clerks of Circuit Court

across the state of Wisconsin are in favor of four year terms for all county elected
officials. 'We would ask for your support of this resolution. Thank you.

%A
Gail Gentz
President
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2/ Frieda M. Jacobson _ 1010 56th Street
Phone (262) 653-2542
Carol A. Kerkman Fax (262) 653-2564
iy , / FJacobson@co.kenosha.wi.us
- Chief Deputy Treasurer
March 20, 2000

Senators Wirch, Moore, Grobschmidt, Drzewiecki, and Zien

Good morning,

We the undersigned Kenosha County Elected Officials do hereby strongly urge that
you pass SJR38 out of Committee and get it scheduled to appear before the full Senate as
quickly as possible. Legislation to provide a four year term for all of the county elected
officials is long overdue. We feel strongly that this version of the four year term addresses all
of the issues of concern to Legislators that have been expressed in the past. ’

Your careful attention and quick action on this bill will be most appreciated by us and
our colleagues across the state.

Thank you,

Sy,

Edna R. Highland
County Clerk Treasurer

Louise L Princip
Register of Dee



RATIONALE OF 4 YEAR TERMS
FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS

1. A four term will provide consistent policy development in publick protection and improved
administration of justice. ' -
2. A four year term will provide better opportunity for long-range administrative planning and

good financial oversight in concert with county priorities.

3. A four year term provides good public policy for continuity in County elected offices,
resulting in better service to the public. '

4. It takes three to four years before new officeholders reach their potential. For non-
incumbents, the first year is a learning experience. They begin making changes in the
second year and hopefully, will have all changes implemented by the third year.

5. As County Courthouse Officials we are administrators. The State Legislature makes
policies affecting our offices and we ADMINISTER those policies.

6. A four year term reflects the trend of public opinion. The response we receive from the
public, when campaigning indicates that many assume that our offices are for four years. .

7. All States except for one or two have four year term of offices for these positions.
8. Having four year terms could have the potential of decreasing the number of elections and
election costs.

9. The passage of a four year term bill by the Wisconsin Legislature would allow the voters the
privilege to voice their opinion on the issue through referendum.

This proposal is strongly supported by all the Courthouse Constitutional Officers.

CO. CLERK Darlene Marcelle CLERK OF CIRCUIT CT  Paul Janquart

DIST. ATTORNEY John Zakowski CO. TREASURER Kerry Blane

REG.OFDEEDS  Cathy Williquette 7 W W



y COUNTY OF KENOSHA TREASURER'S OFFICE

Frieda M. Jacobson , 1010 56th Street

Kenosha County Treasurer S ‘ - Kenosha WI 53140-3738

, ~ Phone (262) 653-2542

kman Fax (262) 653-2564

Cduax-'(e)% geglf:y Treasurer . FJacobson@co.kenosha.wi.us
March 20, 2000

Senators Wirch, Moore, Grobschmidt, Drzewiecki, and Zien

Good morning,

We the undersigned Kenosha County Elected Officials do hereby strongly urge that
you pass SJR38 out of Committee and get it scheduled to appear before the full Senate as
quickly as possible. Legislation to provide a four year term for all of the county elected
officials is long overdue. We feel strongly that this version of the four year term addresses all
of the issues of concern to Legislators that have been expressed in the past.

Your careful attention and quick action on this bill will be most appreciated by us and
our colleagues across the state. : '

Ll A

Edna R. Highland |/
County Clerk Treasurer




5 < Wisconsin Clerks of Circuit Court Association
z o ~ : ’
?.’n 5 Serving Wisconsin Courts
=, & |
Ssocia™
President
GAIL GENTZ

912 56th Street, Courthouse
- Kenosha, Wi 53140

Tele: 414-653-2810

FAX: 414-653-2435

Vice President

- JUDITHA. COLEMAN

City-County Bldg., Rm. GR-10

210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Bivd. March 18, 2000
Madison, Wi 53709

Tele: 608-266-4679

FAX: 608-266-9286

Senator Robert Wirch

Secretary ) )

NANCY ROBILLARD Sate Capitol

421 Nebraska St Courthouse . .
Sturgeon Bay, Wi 54235 Madlson, WI 53708

Tole: 920-746-2205 v
FAX: 920-746-2381 - ) .

RE: 1999 Senate Joint Resolution 38
Treasurer

BERNADETTE FLATOFF .

1516 Church St, Courthouse Dear Senator Wirch:

Stevens Point, W1 54481

Tele: 715-346-1370

FAX: 715-346-1236 As President of the Wisconsin Clerks of Circuit Court Association, I am writing
Executive Committes to you in support of 'SenaFe Join't Resolution 38. The Clerks of Circuit Court
Judith A. Coleman, Chair across the state of Wisconsin are in favor of four year terms for all county elected
Trenes hvaon D 2 officials. We would ask for your support of this resolution. Thank you.

Kristine Deiss, Dist. 3
Diane Fremgen, Dist. 4
Eldred Mielke, Dist. §
Mary Ellen Cross, Dist. 6
Carolyn K. Olson, Dist. 7
Ruth H. Janssen, Dist. 8
Susan Krueger, Dist. 9
Clara Minor, Dist, 10

Gail Gentz
Legislative Committee :
Cynthia S. Emst, Chair President
John Barrett, Dist. 1

Sheila Reiff, Dist, 2

Barbara Grube, Dist. 4

Judith Coleman, Dist. 5

Richard Thieme, Dist. 6

Pamela Radtke, Dist. 7

David Bruske, Dist. 8

Donna Seidel, Dist. 9

Diana Miller, Dist. 10



Mark D. O’Connell, Chief of Staff
Craig M. Thompson, Legislative Director Lynda L. Bradstreet, Administrative Director

I i i i iati
Wisconsin Counties Association

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Economic Development,
Housing and Government Operations

FROM: Jennifer Sunstrom, Legislative Associate :/ '

DATE: March 21, 2000

RE: Senate Joint Resolution 38

The Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) supports Senate Joint Resolution 38, which
proposes a constitutional amendment to, among other things, establish four-year terms of
office for county clerks, treasurers, district attorneys, coroners, elected surveyors, register
of deeds, and clerks of circuit court.

Over the last fifty years county government, not unlike all levels of government, has
become increasingly technical and complicated. As the functions of county government
have expanded, the role of county officers has evolved to meet these new demands.
County elected officers have a number of specific responsibilities, however, with the
exception of the county board and the county executive, policymaking is not among these
responsibilities. SJR 38 seeks to lengthen the term of office for these non-policymaking,
elected positions.

WCA believes that this constitutional amendment would be a positive public policy change
for several reasons. Four-year terms for county officers would provide the stability needed
to attract and keep highly qualified candidates. Four-year terms also allow county officers
the time needed to implement effective programs without having to stop every two years to
begin a time consuming and costly campaign for re-election. In addition, many of the
programs that are administered at the county level now require a much higher level of
technical knowledge than in the past. Four-year terms would allow these officers the time
to gain the technical knowledge that is needed to effectively administer these complex
elected offices.

We have many competent, experienced, skilled individuals serving in county government.
However, current constitutional provisions place outdated limits on county government.
We believe that SJR 38 is progressive legislation that will serve all of Wisconsin's citizens
by meeting the organizational needs of county government in the 21* century.

100 River Place, Suite 101 ¢ Monona, Wisconsin 53716 & 608/224-5330 ¢ 800/922-1993 & Fax 608/224-5325

Mark M. Rogacki, Executive Director
Darla M. Hium, Deputy Director



RATIONALE OF 4 YEAR TERMS
FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS

L. A four term will provide consistent policy development in public protection and lmproved
administration of justice.
2. A four year term will provide better opportunity for long-range administrative planning and

good financial oversight in concert with county priorities.

3. A four year term provides good public pohcy for continuity in County elected offices,
resulting in better service to the public.

4. It takes three to four years before new officeholders reach their potential. For non-
incumbents, the first year is a learning experience. They begin making changes in the
second year and hopefully, will have all changes implemented by the third year.

| 5. As County Courthouse Officials we are administrators. The State Legislature makes
policies affecting our offices and we ADMINISTER those policies.

6. A four year term reflects the trend of public opinion.” The response we receive from the
public, when campaigning indicates that many assume that our offices are for four years.

7. All States except for one or two have four year term of offices for these positions.
8. Having four year terms could have the potential of decreasing the number of elections and
election costs.

9. The passage of a four year term bill by the Wisconsin Legislature would allow the voters the
privilege to voice their opinion on the issue through referendum.
This proposal is strongly supported by all the Courthouse Constitutional Officers.

CO. CLERK Darlene Marcelle CLERK OF CIRCUIT CT  Paul Janquart

DIST. ATTORNEY John Zakowski CO. TREASURER Kerry Bl

REG. OF DEEDS  Cathy Williquette | 7 ‘Z‘W\’/ W



