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UNEVERSITY.} WISCONSIN

ROCK COUNTY

A Campus of the University of Wisconsin Colleges

TO: Richard A. Grobschmidt, Chairperson
Members of the Senate Education CommiFtee

FROM: Jane Crisler, Dean, UW-Rock County /GM& p/V)Q{W

SUBJECT:  Senate Bill 68

[ am writing in support of Senate Bill 68, an important piece of legislation, which
stipulates that the annual percentage increase in financial aid programs match the
percentage increase in'tuition. '

Financial aid plays a significant role in enabling individuals to pursue a higher education.
Without it, many of the students at my campus would not be able to pursue a degree.
But, after increasing to 12 percent in 1990-91, the proportion of financial aid from state
sources has declined over the past several years. In 1996-97, financial aid from state
sources represented less than one-tenth (8%) of all aid.

The median family income for UW Colleges® freshmen ($43,605) is the second lowest in

the UW System so it is not surpri sing that approximately one-third of our students receive
some form of financial aid. As a matter of fact, 25% of UW Colleges’ students fit the
definition of low income and 66% fit the definition of first generation college student

(neither parent graduated from college).

1 am proud of the fact that UW-Rock County is providing an affordable access to a
quality education. We have a federally funded TRIO program that provides intensive
advising, career counseling and tutoring to approximately 200 educationally at-risk
students. ‘Though participants in this program represent less than 25% of our student
body, they constitute about one-half of the students on the Dean’s List. We also have a
community-based program for minority and disadvantaged students that is funded by
State GPR as part of the University’s budget and is a key component of our Diversity
2008 Plan. Finally, with the support of the UW-Rock County Foundation, Inc. we have
developed special programs to meet the unmet financial needs of students impacted by
welfare reform and the burgeoning non-English speaking population of the county.
Unfortunately these programs serve a very limited number of students, less than twenty
each semester. Financial aid is critical to making the promise of access real to residents
in our County and maximizes the benefit that the UW can provide to the local economy
and quality of life.

This bill will help to ensure affordability for students by stipulating that the percentage of
increase of state funds appropriated for the WHEG and Lawton Minority Undergraduate
Grant program be commensurate with percentage increases in tuition.

hank for your consideration.
Thank you for your consideratio Dean's Office
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