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Human Services and Aging
Public Hearing
Rock County Courthouse
Janesville, WI
4-14-99

In attendance:

Senator Robson

Senator Erpenbach
Representative Wood
Representative Schooff

Laura Rose, Legislative Council
Cory Mason, Committee Clerk
Kevin Lewis, DHFS

1. *Don Mulry

Rock County Human Services Director

W-2 Right of First Selection

Standards not available until November

Not enforced equally

Don’t have access to open government in this regard.

Rock County missed

We don’t know why were denied or how we compare to other counties
Finds it interesting that no private companies were denied

Robson: How much infrastructure money was spent?

No actual figures on this issue

Community Aids Funding
Leads to erosion in programs

Wants a 3% increase each year to maintain programs

Don’t want DHFS to be able to with hold funds

Youth AIDS
Now state only covers 45%

Need it restored to previous levels.



W-2 Funds
Little flexibility in use of the money

They want to be able to use it for community aids

11 million of the property tax bill, 9 million go to pay short falls

2. *Cathy Hinds

Local AFSCME 1258

Wage Pass through

Serious shortage of workers

She has been working in the field for 20 years

Shortage has never been so low

The people for whom they care deserve better

Facility does not close on holidays or Sundays

Support the 7% wage increase and the 3% Medicaid increase
Concerned about the Caregiver Background Checks

Going to have a real impact in October

Average employee lasts 4-5 years for CN.A.’s

3. *Terry Scieszinski
Health Care Center Administer

Rock County

Wage Passthrough

Need the wage pass through desperately

Would hire 50 nurses tomorrow if they were available
Also worried about Intergovernmental Transfer Program

90% are on Medical Assistance

The would prefer 60%



4. Debbie Vorass

Director of Tobacco Free Kids
Beloit

Here to support TRUST

Tobacco is the first drug that children are exposed
Do presentations to about 1000 kids a month

2/5 of kids of 14-17 year-olds smoke

Want to support the trust campaign

Want as much as half of the dollars to spent

Kids will be at the capitol on April 28"

5. Bill Breidenstein
American Heart Association

Tobacco Settlement
Thinks it is shameful how little the Gov. has proposed so little of the settlement on tobacco

prevention

Supports the Robson budget amendment for $50 million

SB 90
Like SB 90. Don’t want any new amendments to it.

6. *Luanne Kane
Rock County Human Services
Community Aids and Community Integration

Both sources of funding has been seriously reduced
Want per diems to go from $125 to $146
Need to increase funding to the disabled community

Need for respite care is very real across the state



7. * Lowell Trewartha

Family Care
Don’t want Family Care expanded statewide without real evaluation

The state has failed to maintain support for these programs

Roughly $16 rmlhon that the county should be recelvmg that the state is “stealing”. That’s 12%
of every person’s tax bill

Counties seem to be viewed as leaches through the state administration’s eyes.

8. Donald Kret

Chair
Walworth County Human Services Board

b 113

59% of tax levy is do to state’s “stealing”

Mandatory sentencing increased youth aids $16,000 at the same time decrease state aid

9. *Ann Capela
Walworth County Human Services Administrator

Block Grants
Block grants are a scam

It basically results in less money for the counties, especially the rural one.

Budget a three-legged stool
1. Lock ‘em up
2. Income taxes
3. Promised services

State should take back the courts

Has rural school that does not fall under the schools 2/3’s funding

10. *Helen Kraus
Rock County Local Public Health

Dollars are always being decreased as new formulas are established



There is no public health agenda

11. Jerry Sveum

Grand Avenue Pharmacy
Reimbursements for pharmaceuticals
Worried about the 18 million drug funding

New drugs are extremely expensive

Will result in less medicine for people

This might result in not honoring Medicaid prescriptions at pharmacies

12. *Valerie Fjalstad
Lifespan Respite Care

Will alleviate some of the many problems we here about that are more than three years time.
Also cuts down on the need for permanent care facilities if some respite care was available

Supports the Robson/Baldwin Bill to provide lifespan respite bill

13. * Mat Haeger
Rock County Health Department
Children with special health care needs

MCH funding is too strict

Consolidation does not allow for flexibility to do local pilots and address local needs and

services

State siphons these dollars off

14. Emma Scweger

Respite care
Respite is the only thing that keeps her family together

Would like to see respite for work hours




Systems are not in place to address these concerns

Put in school until a certain age, and sometimes have to stay out of school for up to a year

Strongly supports the lifespan respite bill

15. *Debra Shanley
Caregiver Background Checks

Has huge impact on people
Sets a tone of allegation, abuse, and reliving crimes, some as old as twenty years

Nursing wage out of college is $7.50, $2 per hour less than McDonald’s hourly wage
Punitive nature of the business has to STOP

Supports wage pass through

16. *Timothy C. Banwell
Rock County Health Department

PECFA
Worried about PECFA

Proposed alternative—remove high-risk tanks before they leak.

17. Dorothy Knutson
Respite care bill
Here to support lifespan respite care bill

Could afford to give up the rights if they stayed at home and raised the child as a foster parent

18. *Tom Larsen
AFSCME Council 40
Family Care



Youth Aids

19. Craig Knutson

Rock County
Never have counties been so angry at the state

20. Char Schooner

Life span respite bill

Respite Care is a huge problem for her

Her husband has Huntington disease

She can’t find the help out there that she needs

On a COPS list 2 years long

Support the Lifespan Respite Care Bill

21. *Gwen Daluge

AARP

Family Care

Here to say some good things about it

Like the funds following the consumer instead of the other way around

Like the pilots and the number thereof

Want changes made after what we learn from the pilots, but don’t want to interrupt services
Don’t want counties to have to compete until after four years

Wants more money for COPS program

22. Julie Elliot
W-2 and education

Received AFDC for 5 years



Hated the stigma of being on welfare

It saved her family

Received a grant of $517 a month AND allowed her to get an education

Got a BA in Madison
Only way she got out of poverty was through education
She could not do that under the current W-2 system

20,000 students have been forced to stop getting an education and take up minimum wage jobs
under W-2

Poor people, especially women need access to higher education
W-2’s you go girl attitude implies that you can start at the bottom and work your way up

This is not true if you have a family. Her chances of working her way up under W-2 simply does
not exist

Want education and training expanded

Allow work-study

Allow 20 hours a week instead of 35 if they are working towards education

23. *Ed Reich
Mental Health and Alternative Medicine

On disability

Had severe mental illness

Plays violin extremely well

Is 80% cured

Is extremely environmentally sensitive

Says this leads to more mental illness and more prisons

Says we should use alternative medicine for mental illness, like St. John’s Root



24. Phillip Harper

Hales Corners

Family Care

Thinks DD should not be included in Family Care
Thinks DD should have ombudsman

Likes the idea of respite care

Wants less wait on COPS list

Keep the centers open

25. Robert Kellerman
Director of Area Aging Agency, including Rock County

Long Term Care and Aging

Never before has he felt it more important to testify as an advocate for the elderly
Family Care needs its chance to work

Likes the one stop shopping

Three essential elements

1. Entitlement for home care services

2. Consumer Choices

3. Community Resources

Nutrition is important too.

Transportation support is essential




Human Services and Aging
Public Hearing
Rock County Courthouse
Janesville, WI
4-14-99

HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING RELATED BUDGET ITEMS

Relating to: Any issue in the budget that relates to Human Services and Aging.
Topics may include: The tobacco settlement, W-2, Badgercare, Family Care (Long-term
care), Respite Care, HIRSP, Youth aids, W2 contracts, public health programs,
immunization

Testimony is not limited to the aforementioned. Members of the public should feel
free to comment on any human services and aging related issue.

Topics Covered

ToBACCO SETTLEMENT BILL, LRB 2413

SUPPORT
« Debbie Vorass, Tobacco Free Kids, 2008 Highview Court, Beloit, WI 53511

o Bill Breidenstein, American Heart Association, UAW, 1810 Kensington Street,
Janesville, WI 53546

Marion Fass, Rock County Tobacco Free Kids, 2616 Austin Place, Beloit, WI 53511
Dennis Murphy, 1107 Harrison, Beloit, WI 53511

Bill Hallstrom. 2042 Meridith Drive, Beloit, WI 53511

Bonnie Cunningham, 7414 West Hickory Hills, Beloit, WI 5351 1*

Tabitha Hornby, KATU, 2135 Morningside Dr., Janesville, WI 53546

Neil Duepree, 419 So. Franklin, Janesville, WI 53545

Chad Snyder, Tobacco Free Kids, 1328 So. Crosby Avenue, Janesville, WI 53546
Jennifer King, Tobacco Free Kids, 860 Eighth St., Beloit, WI 53511

Sharon Pyatt, Tobacco Free Kids, 551 Williams, J anesville, WI 53545

Ashley Driver, Tobacco Free Kids, 1740 Sumac Ct., Beloit, WI 53511

Josh Seefeld, NIKE Janesville, 4925 Pitt Rd., Afton, WI 53501

Ryan Bach, NIKE, 1822 Dell Drive, Beloit, WI 53511

Riley, NIKE, 1815 Dell Drive, Beloit, WI 535 11

Annete Baker, Tobacco Free Coalition & American Health Association, 5 09 No.
Wauthering Heights, Janesville, WI 53546

Marshall Brown, Steelworkers 1533*

Joe Michalski, Steelworkers 1533*

OPPOSITION
e Shirl Davies-Morris, Wal-Mart, 8785 Milwaukee Rd., Beloit, WI 53511



Topics Covered at HS & A 4-14-99

LirFesPAN RESPITE BILL

Valerie Fjalstad, 3957 So. Afton Rd., Beloit, WI 53511*%

Emma Scherger, 3503 West County A, Janesville, WI 53545

Dorothy Knustson, Camden Inc., 5955 No. Newville Rd., Milton, WI 53563
Char Schooner, 307 Pleasant, Clinton, WI 52525

Joanne Vittone, 612 Milwaukee Road, Clinton, WI 53525*

SB 90 DEFIBRILLATOR BILL

Bill Breidenstein, American Heart Association, UAW, 1810 Kensington Street,
Janesville, WI 53546

COMMUNITY AND YOUTH AIDS

Don Mulry, Rock County Human Services and Aging, 22 South Blackhawk,
Janesville, WI*

LuAnn Kane, Rock County Developmental Disabilities Board, 411 Grove Street,
Janesville, WI 53545%*

Donald Kret, Chair, Walworth Health & Human Services Board, 214 So, Sixth St.,
Delavan, WI 53115

Ann K. Capela, Walworth County, 100 Walworth Street, Elkhorn, WI

Mat Haeger, 360 So. Edgewood Dr., Janesville, WI 53545*

STATE AID DECREASES TO LocAL COMMUNITIES

Don Mulry, Rock County Human Services and Aging, 22 South Blackhawk,
Janesville, WI*

LuAnn Kane, Rock County Developmental Disabilities Board, 411 Grove Street,
Janesville, WI 53545%*

Donald Kret, Chair, Walworth Health & Human Services Board, 214 So, Sixth St.,
Delavan, WI 53115

Ann K. Capela, Walworth County, 100 Walworth Street, Elkhorn, WI

Mat Haeger, 360 So. Edgewood Dr., Janesville, WI 53545*

Craig Knutson, Rock County, 51 So. Main Street, Janesville, WI 53545

George Krebs, Rock County Human Services, 137 Fremont, Janesville, WI 53545

WAGE PAss THROUGH

Cathy Hinds, AFSCME 1258, 2120 Osborne, Janesville, WI*

Terry Scieszinski, Health Care Center Administrator, PO Box 351, Janesville, WI
53547-0351*

Vickie Dean, 3235 Ruger Avenue, Janesville, WI 53546

Linda Delon, AFSCME 1258, 208 So. Pearl Street, Janesville, WI 53545

Beth S. Bollig, AFSCME 1258, 646 So. Garfield Ave, #1, Janesville, WI 53545
Jackie Frat, AFSCME 1258, 4516 Indian Lake, Janesville, W1 53545

Judy Osmond, AFSCME 1258, 20 So. Pontiac Dr., Janesville, WI 53545

Clifford P. Wollever, Evansville Manor, 470 Garfield Ave., Evansville, WI 53536

CAREGIVER BACKGROUND CHECKS




