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Hearing on SB 138
Senator Roger Breske
October 6, 1999

Good Morning. My name is Ed Steichen. I chair the Madison Urban Ministry task force on
Justice Issues. Iam acting chair of the Money, Education and Prisons Task Force.

I have debated with myself whether, in this short time this morning, to present a few statistics
and make a few modest suggestions. Others will do that. I decided just to let is all hang out.
Shipment of prisoners out of state is only one cruel part of a prison system gone berzerk.

I'was a volunteer in Brazil when it was under military dictatorial rule. I have been involved in

- Latin American and Central American solidarity movements ever since. Out of that background
I read about the Supermax prison in 1997, and it shocked me into awareness of what the
Wisconsin legislature is doing to it’s prison system. I collected a two foot stack of papers from
the Legislative reference bureau to see what legislators were thinking when they established that
prison. There was not one thing in those papers about the barbaric nature of a supermax prison.
The papers were all about economic development, racism and votes. At that point I began

looking at the prison system as a whole. And again I found economic development, racism and
votes. :

Wisconsin is not a high crime state. There is no relationship between the crime rate and the
explosion of imprisonment over the past 15 years. There is no relationship between the crime
rate and the explosion of crime reporting in the media. There is no relationship between the
crime rate and the exploitation of crime for getting votes.

There is a strong relationship between racism and the imprisonment system. 50% of the
prisoners are black. 5% of the population is black. There is a strong relation between the racist
garbage cranked out by the Bradley foundation and the activity of the Wisconsin legislature.
Why doesn’t it surprise me that Milwaukee is reported to be the most segregated and the most
racist city in the country? Why didn’t it surprise me when an African American woman told me
that she doesn’t know a single black woman who doesn’t have a son, a father or a husband in the
prison system? Why doesn’t it surprise me that the fear engendered by racism is driving the
prison system to economic disaster?

But the public is beginning to understand. Read the report just issued by the Catholic bishops.
Read the latest newsletter of the Wisconsin conference of churches. We held a conference in
February expecting 300 people. Four hundred came. Madison Urban ministry is sponsoring 5
monthly dialogues on prisons. We worried whether people would come. The church hall was
packed for the September dialogue. We arranged a panel for the November national meeting of
a Catholic lay organization in Milwaukee. The panel is entitled, “The Wisconsin Prison System:
. Are we approaching ethnic cleansing?” Two hundred and twenty people are signed up.

This is not Alabama. This is not Mississippi.

“Yes! The out of state prisoners should be brought home.”
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Although I cannot attend todays hearing I am writing to show my support for this bill.
What you are proposing takes courage, and simple common sense. Removing people
who are incarcerated from ties to their family, friends and loved ones will only increase
the chances of reoffense. The supposed cost. savings of the transfers is then negated,
again, pure common sense.

Perhaps when the policy makers in the legislature and the Dept. of Corrections realize
the reason for imprisonment is also to rehabilitate, the publics interest will be honestly
served and tax payer dollars will be effectively spent. The public interest will be served
when incarceration policies in Wisconisn aim to rehabilitate, not just punish. Punishment
- without rehabilitation does not work.

Loved ones are only asking for humane treatment of their incarcerated loved ones.
Having been to the private prison in Tennessee, I see many problems, here are only a
few. Guards seem inept and poorly trained, a lobby guard was dozing off on one visit.
Fire alarms go off repeatedly when visiting and no one reacts. What if a real fire broke
out? Will it take law suits by loved ones after a catastrophe to get the point across; 1
pray that doesn't happen. While on a recent visit a guard went into a tirade at a visitor -
all the visitor wanted to do was leave early. The prison staff couldn’t round up a guard
to strip search the inmate, so the visitor had to wait, and were screamed at by the
guard in the most unprofessional and scary manner: those visitors were in effect held
hostage-this would not happen in Wis. Inmates have no hobby materials or
opportunities, recreation is often cancelled for no reason.The food is horrendous, no one
is asking the inmates be given caviar- we are asking they be given food that is nutritious
with some variety. When these men return to Wis. with more anger, severe health and
psychological problems, the supposed cost savings of transfers will be shown to be a
hoax.

Prison should not be fun or a cakewalk, but if we truley are a civilized society, it should
be compassionate and helping to change not just punish. Prisons have been shown to -
create criminals, does that make sense and when we face up to that as a society?

Visitors in Tenn. have been turned away after driving from Wis. to Tenn. when the
meager visiting room was full. Others were asked to leave when the visiting room was
full and new visitors appeared. The huge cost to loved ones just getting to Tn. is cruel,
imagine driving 12 hours to see your son, and then be told you can’t come in or must go
early. Does the legislature and the Dept. of corrections care about corrections? Phone
calls to loved ones are excessiveey high, I pay $27 for a half hour call to me collect, and
often the phone call is cut off early, as it was last Christmas. It is known that family
involvement reduces the chance for reoffense, then why is everything possible done to
limit family involvement. I ask sincerely, does the legislature and the DOC want
rehabilitation?



The Wis prison population is exploding due in part to parole being halted to a trickle.
Work release and intensive sanctions with monitoring, things that work and promote
genuine change are virtually non existant. Things that cost less as well. Rehabilitation is
not a foreign word, but why do so few legislators and the DOC not understand. Looking
tough on crime is one thing, but truely trying to prevent crime and rehabilitate these
men would truely be in the publics interest.

The taxpayers of Wis are not saving a penny by transferring prisoners. The increased
cost of medical care later and higher chance of reoffense will only add up to a huge bill
for the people of Wis, on top of the huge amount of money the DOC is already
appropriated. Money spent for what? Bus rides to Tenn.

My thoughts are genuinely tough on crime AND smart on crime.

Warehousing of these people, be it in Wis or elsehwhere is a failure; let’s fix the
problems. The great majority of these inmates sorely want to be contributing members
of society, not a burden. They deserve a second chance, yet there fair chance at a-
second chance is all but eliminated by current policy. No one is saying they don’t need
punishment; but how about the rehabilitation aspect of imprisonment, what happened to
it in Wis.? '

I ask that these human beings be brought back to their state, it is the right thing to do,
it is the courageous thing to do, and will help protect the citizens of Wisconsin. Isn't that
what we want? :

Sincerely, Mark Stavish

Please feel free to read this letter .
Mark Stavish

POB 5692

Clark NJ 07066

732-382-2508
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Mrs. Maryann Shields
4650 North 38™ Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 59209

STATE SENATOR
P. 0. BOX 7882
MADISON, WI. 53707

OCTOBER 5, 1999
To Whom It May Concern:

I’'m writing this letter in regards to the Interstate Transfers of Wisconsin prisoners, This is not a good thing
for families it puts thousands of miles between families its expensive to visit your love ones, and the
telephone calls are very expensive, almost twenty dollars a call. [ understand they are to be punished for
their crimes, but innocent children and wives are being punished as well.

My husband was transferred to Sayre, Oklahoma. We were married in April 1998, and I gave birth to our
first daughter in June of 1998. My husband has five sons, Three teenage, that needs their father advise,
opinion and discipline and that hard to do in another state. Our daughter was two weeks old when this
happened, since than he has seen and held her about one week, when we visit him in June 1999, she was
one year old. My husband is a native to Wisconsin this is his home, he was born and rise here and has
never left this state.

I would like to keep my family together, and keep our marriage together and strong , my children would
like to see their father, they know he doesn’t live with us anymore but would still like to see him to know
he’s alright , they don’t understand this out of state .

I thank you for your attention to this serious issue, and ask for your support, to bring the Wisconsin
prisoners’ home. Why not build prison here in Wisconsin an help our economy? Because Sayre Oklahoma
they are glad to have the benefits of the prison, the new jobs and money it brings.

The state should provide transportation to visit our family.

Very Sincerely,

§/

Mrs Shields & Family
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