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Dear Members of the Human Services and Aging Committee,

My name is Courtney McDermott. I am the Reproductive Rights Task Force leader of
Wisconsin NOW. I am here to urge you to support this very critical piece of legislation.

At the beginning of the year, the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action
League graded the State of Wisconsin at a “D-* level in access to abortion and family
planning services. We now have the opportunity to raise this grade.

We are asking for health care and economic equity. According to the Women’s Research
and Education Institute, women of reproductive age spend 68% more than men on out-of-
pocket health care costs, mostly due to the money we spend on contraceptives.

Unable to afford the up-front costs of some methods of contraception, we often spend
money on less expensive, less effective methods, increasing the likelihood of an
unintended pregnancy. Supporting this legislation would increase access to more
effective methods of birth control and allow more women to plan pregnancies, thereby
reducing the number of unintended pregnancies and the need for abortion.

A national survey conducted by the Kaiser Family Foundation found that 78% of
Americans were in favor of legislation requiring insurance coverage for all methods of
contraception, even when they were told it could raise their premiums by as much as
$5.00. The survey also found that Americans are more likely to support insurance
coverage of contraceptives than Viagra.

Insurance companies may argue that they will not support this legislation because they
only cover “catastrophic” events and that it would be too costly. To say that a man being
unable to maintain an erection is any more catastrophic than an unplanned, unintended
pregnancy should be unacceptable. Yet insurance companies cover Viagra more often
than they cover contraceptives.

Improved access to contraceptives would actually save insurance companies money by
preventing unintended pregnancies and the more expensive medical conditions associated
with these pregnancies that are usually covered by health plans. A cost analysis
conducted by the Alan Gutmacher Institute found the additional costs for employers to
cover a full range of contraceptives is only $1.43 per employee per month.

This type of legislation is critical to ensuring more equitable private health insurance
coverage and in eliminating barriers to effective family planning. The impact of
contraceptive coverage means improved health of Wisconsin women, children and
families.



Lacinda Athen $SBI182
Four Lakes Group Sierra Club
Population Chair

The local group of the Sierra Club and 1 support this bill for the following reasons.

1. We support the empowerment of women through easy access to voluntary family planning
methods such as contraceptive use. It is shown that women who have control over their
reproductive lives are more likely to continue their education, become active in the work force and
stay involved in building their communities.

2. A side benefit of supporting family planning is the effect it has on population stabilization. The
club supports curbing population growth. “Smaller families live better lives.” Many other nation’s
government family planning programs advocate this principle and it works. Spreading resources
between two children gives each child more than among six. We support a family’s option to
choose size themselves. This bill is an easy step towards that goal.

3. Controlling population means controlling sprawl. More people means more housing, sacrificing
farmland in Wisconsin. More people means more cars, thus increasing the highway miles we must
build and the fossil fuel emissions polluting our air. Anyone who lives in Madison has seen first
hand the affects of growth by watching the Beltline highway back up and stop during rush hour.
Or seeing the disappearance of farmland on the SW side as the tracks of houses go in instead. As
population increases, these issues will becomne more prevalent and fewer cities will escape the
impact.

4. Controlling population also decreases consumption. A child born in this country uses tenfold or
more the natural resources during their lives than one born in a developing nation. It is not just
the Third World’s responsibility to check population growth.  With regards to the impact upon
the planet, we are much worse offenders. This is an extension of the *Smaller families live better’
concept. Smaller planet populations live better too since the resources are not spread so thin.
People know this and want access to make choices about their own reproductive lives. This bill
keeps the tools available.

]

POPULATION FACTS

The UN has declared October 12 to the “Y6B™ or the Day of Six Billion. This is the day, it is
estimated, that the population will reach 6,000,000,000,000 people. To see the trend in population:

1804: 1 billion

1927: 2 billion *123 years later
1960: 3 billion *33 years later
1974: 4 billion *14 years

1987: 5 billion *13 years
1999: 6 billion *12 years

This is a good example of “Think Globally and Act Locally”. This bill seems like a small step, but in the
long term it will have a significant impact if it will help curb population growth in a voluntary fashion.
Note that since 1974 the numbers have started to level out. Advent of better birth control options and
better access to said options if greatly to thank for that.

Y6B: Year of 6 Billion www.y6b.org

A World of 6 Billion: www.unfpa.org/modules/6billion/en/index.htm
Zero Population Growth www.zpg.org

Day of 6 Billion www.dayof6billion.org




