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November 9, 1999
SENATE LABOR COMMITTEE - Executive Session (Paper Ballot)

ASSEMBLY BILL 547, relating to: various changes to the worker's
compensation law. Representatives Vrakas and Turner;
cosponsored by Senators Baumgart and Zien,

This is the agreed upon Worker’s Compensation Bill.

On October 20, a joint public hearing was held on the bill with
the Assembly Labor and Employment Committee. The bill passed in
the Assembly on November 4 (Ayes 98, Noes 0).

PAPER BALLOT

Motion by Senator Baumgart, Chair, that Assembly Bill 547 be
recommended for Concurrence:

AYE: _ lx NO:

ASSEMBLY BILL 409, relating to: the coverage of the

prevailing wage and hours of labor law, the definition of
prevailing hours of labor, the determination of prevailing wage
rates and granting rule-making authority. (Representatives
Vrakas, Turner, Nass, Bock, Owens, Schooff, M. Lehman, Plouff,
Musser, Pocan, Gunderson, Berceau, Huebsch and Brandemuehl;
cosponsored by Senators Baumgart, Wirch, Grobschmidt and
Erpenbach, by request of Department of Workforce Development) .

On October 20, a joint public hearing was held on the bill with
the Assembly Labor and Employment Committee. The bill passed in
the Assembly on November 4, by a voice vote.

PAPER BALLOT

Motion by Senator Baumgart, Chair, that Assembly Bill 409 be
recommended for Concurrence: '

AYE: i NO:
[ - Bown g/

Senator JAm Baumgart
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Motion by Senator Baumgart, Chair, that Assembly Bill 409 be
recommended for Concurrence:

AYE: / NO:
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Senator Russell Decker
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TO: The Joint Senate and Assembly Labor Committees

FROM: David A. Newby, President Wisconsin State AFL-CIO
James A. Buchen, V.P., Government Relations, Wisconsin
Manufacturers & Commerce

DATE: = October 20, 1999
RE: Support for AB 547 Workers Compensation Advisory Council Recommended Reforms

The Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce and the Wisconsin State AFL-CIO support AB 547 and urge
the Joint Senate and Assembly Labor Committees to approve the 1999 reform legislation recommended
by the Wisconsin Workers Compensation Advisory Council (WCAC).

While the reforms in this legislation are modest, they are recommended in the lahor-management .
cooperative spirit of the WCAC deliberations. The bill proposes the following reforms to the Wisconsin
Workers Compensation Act: ’

1. Establish the Secretafy of the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development as the appointing
authority for members of the Wisconsin Workers Compensation Advisory Council, rather than the
Commissioners of the Labor and Industry Review Commission.

2. Remove the requirement that the Deputy Administrator of the Wisconsin Workers Compensation
Division be an attomey.

3. Extend the workers compensation coverage of students participating in work related educational
programs.

4. Clarify that volunteer members of emergency services related diving teams are covered employees
for purposes of the Wisconsin Workers Compensation Act.

5. Clarify the circumstances under which employers may withdraw from workers compensation
insurance coverage. .

Further, while there is no recommendation in the bill regarding disability benefits, current law will
increase temporary total disability (TTD) benefits for injured workers on January 1, 2000 based upon the
projected increase in the state’s average weekly wage. Based upon the projected increase, the TTD
rates will likely rise from the current maximum of $438 to about $450 per week. ‘

On behalf of the labor and management representatives on the Workers Compensation Advisory Council,
we ask for your approval of Assembly 547 and thank you for your continuing support of the advisory
council process.



