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| History of Senate Bill 67

SENATE BILL 67

An Act to amend 111.31 (1), 111.31 (2), 111.31 (3), 111.321 and

111.322 (intro.); and to create 111.32 (4r), 111.32 (7g) and 111.365

of the statutes; relating to: employment discrimination because of

. temporary absence from work while responding to an emergency call as a-

volunteer fire fighter, emergency medical technician, first responder

or ambulance driver. (FE)

1999

03-02. S. Introduced by Senators Rude, Plache, Baumgart, Farrow,

Fitzgerald, Roessler, Wirch, Schultz, Risser,
Robson and Darling; cosponsored by Representatives
Ainsworth, Hasenohrl, Albers, Goetsch, Gronemus,
Gunderson, Hahn, Kedzie, Lassa, M. Lehman, Musser,
Ott, Petrowski, Porter, Powers, Ryba, Seratti,
Spillner, Sykora, Turner, Sherman, Huebsch,
Brandemuehl, Klusman, Freese, Wasserman, Meyer and

Colon.
03-02. S. Read first time and referred to committee on Labor .... 81
03-16. S. Fiscal estimate received.
03-16. S. Fiscal estimate received.
04-20. S. Public hearing held.
Text of Senate Bill 67
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History of Senate Bill 67

SENATE BILL 67
An Act to amend 111.31 (1), 111.31 (2), 111.31 (3), 111.321 and
111.322 (intro.); and to create 111.32 (4r), 111.32 (79) and 111.365
of the statutes; relating to: employment discrimination because of
temporary absence from work while responding to an emergency call as a
volunteer fire fighter, emergency medical technician, first responder
or ambulance driver. (FE)
1999
03-02. s. Introduced by Senators Rude, Plache, Baumgart, Farrow,
»  Fitzgerald, Roessler, Wirch, Schultz, Risser, Robson and
Darling; cosponsored by Representatives Ainsworth,
Hasenohrl, Albers, Goetsch, Gronemus, Gunderson, Hahn,
Kedzie, Lassa, M. Lehman, Musser, Ott, Petrowski, Porter,
Powers, Ryba, Seratti, Spillner, Sykora, Turner, Sherman,
Huebsch, Brandemuehl, Klusman, Freese, Wasserman, Meyer
and Colon.
03-02. S. Read first time and referred to committee on Labor

......................................................... 81
03-16. S. Fiscal estimate received.
03-16. S. Fiscal estimate received.
04-20. S. Public hearing held.
2000
04-06. S. Failed to pass pursuant to Senate Joint Resolution, 1
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Memorandum

To:  Senator Jim Baumgart, Chairperson
And Members of the Committee on Labor
From: Don Hunjadi, Executive Manager
Date: Tuesday, April 20, 1999
Re:  Support Senate Bill 67

It is estimated that 70 - 80% of Wisconsin’s EMTs are volunteers. Volunteers such as fire
fighters and EMTs are an essential part of a community’s continued well-being Volunteer
efforts in Wisconsin should continue to be encouraged. As others have already testified,
employment discrimination directed at community volunteers is becoming more prevalent in
Wisconsin. This past year our Association has received a number of complaints from
members. Although the number of complaints affecting EMTs are fewer than what fire
fighter groups have been reporting. Nonetheless, we find it disturbing that this practice is
increasingly being heard.

The Wisconsin EMS Association does not believe that most businesses practice this type of
behavior. Discrimination based on community volunteerism tends to be an exception rather
than the rule. However, we do believe that the legislature should recognize the time and
effort Wisconsin volunteers give to their communities by protecting them from undue
hardships in the work place.

This bill is not intended to go after “business”. The intentions behind this legislation are to
protect and promote community volunteerism. Most of Wisconsin’s communities cannot
afford full-time professional fire departments or full-time EMS service providers, thus
these communities must rely on individuals to volunteer.

In conclusion, the Wisconsin EMS Association supports Senate Bill 67 and we hope that
members of this committee will also support passage of this bill.

Thank you.

‘Wisconsin

Assoclation
21332 Seven Mile Rd. « Franksville, WI 53126-9769 1-800-793-6820 + WEMTA@aol.com




Wisconsin Senate Assistant Republican Leader
Senator Brian D. Rude

Senate Committee on Labor
April 20, 1999
Testimony of Senator Brian Rude

SENATE BILL 67

Chair Baumgart and committee members, thank you very much for scheduling Senate
Bill 67. A constituent, who is also a member of a volunteer fire department, asked for
this bill and I would like to take this opportunity to briefly explain current law and what
my bill intends to do.

As you know, current law prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of nearly

20 different factors (which I won’t list at this time!).

Senate Bill 67 prohibits the discrimination in employment based on temporary absence
from work while responding to an emergency call, if the employee is a volunteer fire
fighter, emergency medical technician, first responder or ambulance driver. Further, the
bill specifies that employment discrimination on that basis includes refusing to
reasonably accommodate the temporary absence of an employee or prospective employee

from work while responding to an emergency call while serving in one of these volunteer

positions.

As described in the bill, an employer may reasonably accommodate a temporary absence
from work for that purpose by temporarily reallocating job duties or adjusting or
modifying the employer’s attendance policies. However, should an undue hardship be
placed on the employer if his/her employee carried out these volunteer duties, then the
employer would not be required to make this accommodation for the volunteer fire

fighter, emergency medical technician, first responder or ambulance driver.

Madison Office: P.O. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707-7882 1 (608) 266-5490 i Fax: (608) 267-5173
District Office: 115 5th Avenue South, #414, La Crosse, WI 54601-4018 1 (608) 789-4607
Toll free: 1 (800) 385-3385 n E-mail: Sen.Rude@legis.state.wi.us



The bill defines an employer’s “undue hardship” as: significant difficulty or expense
with respect to an accommodation for an employee when considered in light of various
factors such as:

- the nature and cost of the accommodation,

- the overall financial resources of the employer and of the facility involved in providing
the accommodation,

- the number of persons employed by the employer and by the facility

- the type of operation of the employer.

I'have requested an amendment to Senate Bill 67 which further clarifies an employer’s
undue hardship. My amendment states that: “if at the time of the accommodation there
is only one person on duty at the facility involved in providing the accommodation, it is
presumed that the accommodation would pose an undue hardship on the employer’s

program, enterprise or business”.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify. I am happy to respond to any

questions you may have.
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TO: mbers of the Senate Labor Committee

FROM: ol - etcalf, Human Resources Policy

DATE: /pril 20, 1999

RE: Opposition to Senate Bill 67 — Firefighter and EMS

Discrimination

Background '
This bill would create an act of employment discrimination to terminate an

employee or fail to hire a job applicant based on the person’s status as a
volunteer firefighter or EMS provider under the Wisconsin Fair Employment Act
(WFEA).

Further, an employer must demonstrate an “undue hardship” in accommodating
the work schedule of an employee serving as a volunteer firefighter or EMS
provider, in order to refuse the applicant or employee permission to participate as
a volunteer firefighter or EMS provider during working hours.

WMC Position - Oppose
Current demographic trends are placing increasing pressure on employers and

other organizations to continue to produce products and provide services in our
economy. Volunteer community organizations face these same pressures.
However, creating the right of community organizations’ volunteers to sue
employers will not solve this demographic problem. Rather, cooperative efforts
between businesses, government and local communities are called for to address
this growing problem.

Further, the WFEA was created to protect people from workplace discrimination
based on inherent qualities such as race, gender and ethnicity, or matters of
conscience such as religious beliefs. Becoming a volunteer firefighter or EMS
provider is a matter of choice over which a person has control, unlike most of the
other protected categories of persons under WFEA.

In addition, SB 67 sets a new precedent under the WFEA for employers to be’
required to make accommodations for employees regarding matters and decisions
over which the employee has control, unlike existing laws such as the Americans
with Disabilities Act, where employers must accommeodate workers who are
disabled beyond their control.

The availability of volunteer firefighters and EMS providers are a serious matter
of broad community concern. However, SB 67 is not the appropriate remedy for
the growing problem of a shortage of qualified personnel. Therefore, we oppose
SB 67, but offer our assistance in trying to address this serious problem.



WMC OFFICERS

CHAIR
ROBERT A. CORNOG, Chairman, President & CEO
Snap-on Incorporated, Kenosha

VICE CHAIR
DENNIS J. KUESTER, President
Marshall & lisley Corporation, Milwaukee

VICE CHAIR/TREASURER
RANDALL S. KNOX, Vice President - Finance
W. D. Hoard & Sons Company, Fort Atkinson

PRESIDENT
JAMES S. HANEY
WMC, Madison

VICE PRESIDENT

JAMES A. BUCHEN
WMC, Madison

VICE PRESIDENT
JAMES R. MORGAN
WMC, Madison

SECRETARY
JOHN K. MaclVER, Senior Partner
Michael, Best & Friedrich LLP, Milwaukee

WMC PAST CHAIRS

RICHARD F. TEERLINK
Harley-Davidson, Inc. 1996-1998

ERROLL B. DAVIS, JR.
Alliant Energy 1994-1996

ROBERT J. O'TOOLE
A. O. Smith Corporation 1992-1994

ARTHUR W. NESBITT
Nasco International, Inc. 1990-1992

ROGER L. FITZSIMONDS
Firstar Corporation 1988-1990

RAYMOND E. GREGG, JR.

John Deere Horicon Works
of Deere & Company 1986-1988

ROCKNE G. FLOWERS
Nelson Industries, Inc. 1982-1984

" M.E. NEVINS 1980-1982
1. ANDREW RADER 1978-1980
PHILIP J. HENDRICKSON 1976-1978

ORVILLE R. MERTZ 1974-1976

As of 2/99

WMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RICHARD A. ABDOO, Chairman & CEO
Wisconsin Electric Power Company, Milwaukee

MICHAEL S. ARIENS, Chairman
Ariens Company, Brillion

DAVID S. BAUM, President & CEO
SSI Technologies, Inc., Janesvilie

THOMAS J. BOLDT, President
The Boldt Group, Inc., Appleton

GEORGE W. BUCKLEY, President
Mercury Marine, Fond du Lac

WILLIAM J. BUTSIC, Plant Manager
Hunt-Wesson, Inc./Swiss Miss, Menomonie

HARRY B. CONLON, Chairman & CEO
Associated Banc-Corp, Green Bay

ROBERT A. CORNOG, Chairman, President & CEO
Snap-on Incorporated, Kenosha

MARK A. CULLEN, President
J. P. Cullen & Sons, Inc., Janesville

DWIGHT E. DAVIS, President & COO
Wausau Insurance Companies, Wausau

DALE M. EVANS, President
EVCO Plastics, De Forest

WAYNE G. FETHKE, CEO
Fiskars, Inc., Madison

THOMAS J. FISCHER, Office Managing Partner
Arthur Andersen, LLP, Milwaukee

JAMES L. FORBES, President & CEO
Badger Meter, Inc., Milwaukee

BEVERLY A. FRENCH, President
Orde Advertising, Inc., De Pere

PATRICK K. GANTERT, President & CEO
LaCrosse Footwear, Inc., La Crosse

ELLEN M. GARDNER, President
Ameritech Wisconsin, Milwaukee

WILLIAM D. GEHL, Chairman, President & CEO
Gehl Company, West Bend

JOHN O. GILBERT, President & CEO
Aid Association for Lutherans, Appleton

GARY A. GILES, Plant Manager
General Motors Truck Group, Janesville

TERRY D. GROWCOCK, President & CEO
The Manitowoc Company, Inc., Manitowoc

JAMES S. HANEY, President
Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce, Madison

KEVIN R. HAYDEN, President & CAO
Dean Medical Center, Madison

ANDREW H. HAYES, President
Forward_ Janesville, Inc., Janesville

JAMES R. HAYES, President & CEO
Hayes Manufacturing Group Inc., Neenah

THOMAS R. HEFTY, Chairman, President & CEO

United Wisconsin Services, Inc., Milwaukee

TIMOTHY E. HOEKSEMA, Chairman, President & CEO
Midwest Express Airlines, Inc., Oak Creek

G. EDWIN HOWE, President
Aurora Health Care, Milwaukee

JEROME K. JEROME, President & CEO
The Turkey Store Company, Barron

DONALD R. JOHNSON, President & CEO
Modine Manufacturing Company, Racine

MICHAEL P. KELL, President
Kell Container Corporation, Chippewa Falls

JAMES H. KEYES, Chairman & CEO
Johnson Controls, Inc., Milwaukee

- RANDALL S. KNOX, Vice President - Finance

W. D. Hoard & Sons Company, Fort Atkinson

DENNIS J. KUESTER, President
Marshall & lisley Corporation, Milwaukee

MARSHA A. LINDSAY, President & CEO
Lindsay, Stone & Briggs Advertising, Inc., Madison

WILLIAM A. LINTON, President & CEO
Promega Corporation, Madison

JOHN K. MacIVER, Senior Partner
Michael, Best & Friedrich LLP, Milwaukee

JAMES M. McSWEENEY, Site Manager
3M Company, Menomonie

J. KEITH MORGAN, Vice President and General Counsel
General Electric Medical Systems, Waukesha

LANCE NIENOW, President & CEO
Weinbrenner Shoe Company, Inc., Merrill

TERRI L. POTTER, President
Meriter Health Services, Inc., Madison

J. DOUGLAS QUICK, President & CEO
Lakeside Foods, Inc., Manitowoc

AGUSTIN A. RAMIREZ, Chairman & CEO
HUSCO International, Inc., Waukesha

JERRY G. RYDER, President
In-Sink-Erator Div. of Emerson Electric Co., Racine

JOHN D. SCHMIT, President
Wausau Area Chamber of Commerce, Wausau

FREDERICK P. STRATTON, JR., Chairman & CEQ
Briggs & Stratton Corporation, Wauwatosa

DUANNE SWIFT, CCE, President
Green Bay Area Chamber of Commerce, Green Bay

DANIEL TRETTIN, Vice President, Wisconsin Operations
Georgia-Pacific Corporation, Port Edwards

RHONA VOGEL, President
Vogel Consulting Group, S.C., Brookfield

GEORGE E. WARDEBERG, Chairman & CEO
WICOR, Inc., Milwaukee

JUDE M. WERRA, President
Jude M. Werra and Associates, LLC, Brookfield

LARRY L. WEYERS, Chairman, President & CEQ
WPS Resources Corporation, Green Bay
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FROM © HANSEN the FLORST PHONE NO. : 414 793 2672 Rpr. 19 1899 B7:358M P1

Chief Assistant Chief C

Arik Hansen Dale Holly Ruhard F‘mm

7232 Manitou Drive 727 Schautze Lane 2727 Maplewood Road
Twa Rivers, WI 54241 Manitowoc, W1 54220 Two Rivers, W1 54241
Offtice: 920-793-1111 920-684-6979 920-793-4657

Home: 920-682-4776
Fax: 920-793-2672

Honorable James R. Baumgart , Senator

Senator Baumgart , my name is Arik Hansen, I am Fire Chief for the
Town of Two Rivers Fire Dept. In Manitowoc County . I am very much in
favor of Senate Bill 75, I also am in favor of Senate Bill 67. | favor Senate
Bill 75 because I feel that having a length of service award will help to retain
firefighters in my department as well as help to recruit new firetighters , in
this day and age with all the schooling demands put on new firefighters it
would be nice so be able to show them that at the end of their career as a fire
fighter that there would be a nice award for them to show that our people of
Wisconsin really appreciate what they have done to protect the citizens and
property of the state.

Not only do volunteer firefighters serve and protect people and
property in their own district but we in Manitowoc County have a mutual aid
pact to provide aid to a municipal fire dept should the need arise. We have
help out in either city of Two Rivers, or city of Manitowoc at least once a
year. So if we could not recruit or retain fighters , which is getting harder and
harder to do , not only would our fire district loose out but it could also have
an effect on the paid departments as well , in Manitowoc County .

I would appreciate any thing you and the Senate can do to pass this
bill, not only for the town of Two Rivers citizens but for the citizens of the
whole state.

Sorry I can’t be at the hearing , but as a volunteer my job won’t let
me get to the hearing at this time of the year.

Yourg for fire safety,
. g T
Arik Hansen , Fire Chief
Town of Two Rivers Fire Dept.



Senate bill 67 - (RUDE) re employment discrimination because of
temporary absence from work while responding to an emergency
call as a volunteer fire fighter, emergency medical technician,
first responder or ambulance driver.

PUBLIC HEARING - APRIL 20, 1999

Notes

Questions about bill - should it be under different section (not
fair employment)

Jim contacted Sen. Rude’s office after hearing. Suggested to

his staff he meet with Dan Fernbach - Senator Rude to get back
to us.



ALGOMA FIRE RESCUE

Paul Schmidt, Chief

400 3rd Street

Tom Ackerman, Jr. Algoma, WI 54201-1211 - Kelly Koss
Assistant Chief Phone 920-487-2712 Captain, Rescue
April 16, 1999

Senétor James Baumgart
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, Wi 53708-7882

Senator Baumgart

This letter is to request the su

Sincerely,

Tom Ackerman -
Assistant Fire Chie




WiscoNSIN STATE FIREFIGHTER'S ASSOCIATION, INC.

Of Wisconsin

P.O. Box 126
Durand, WI 54736

800-588-2989
Fax 715-672-8333

March 11, 2000

/ Q}S\
We, the undersigned volunteer Firefighters and EMT Professionals, urge S%:ator Dave Zien and
Representative Powers to proclaim March 28 — April 4 2000 as “Volunteer {Firefighter &

E.M.T. Professional Appreciation Week” by Governor Tommy Thompson, Speaker S¢btt
Jensen and Senator Chuck Chvala.

AND

In Support of Bills SB 75 & AB 187 — Length of Service Award (LOSAP)

The members of the Wisconsin State Firéﬁghter’s Association do hereby go on record as
supporting the Length of Service Award, (LOSAP) SB 75 and AB 187.




WISCONSIN STATE FIREFIGHTER'S ASSOCIATION, INC.

Of Wisconsin

P.O. Box 126
Durand, WI 54736

800-588-2989
Fax 715-672-8333

Date:

In Support of Bills SB 75 & AB187 - Length of Service Award (LOSAP)

The members of the Wisconsin State Firefighter’s Association do hereby go on record as supporting
the Length of Service Award, (LOSAP) SB 75 & AB 187.

Wisconsin State Firefighter’s Association
PO Box 126
Durand, W1 54736
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WISCONSIN STATE FIREFIGHTER'S ASSOCIATION, INC.

Of Wisconsin

P.O. Box 126
Durand, Wi 54736

800-588-2989
Fax 715-672-8333

Date:

In Support of Bills SB 75 & AB187 — Length of Service Award (LOSAP)

The members of the Wisconsin State Firefighter’s Association do hereby go on record as supporting
the Length of Service Award, (LOSAP) SB 75 & AB 187.

Wisconsin State Firefighter’s Association
PO Box 126
Durand, WI 54736
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