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Senate Bill 44

Social Security Number Bill

Senator Jauch and members of the Committee, thank you very much for the opportunity
to address you today on what I consider the emerging constitutional issue of our
generation of governmental leaders.

As technology; we are faced with the challenge of balancing our countries
Fourth Amendment with our states open records laws.

Wisconsin has some of the strongest open records laws in the nation, the
legislation we have before us today protects those progressive laws while
instituting a small but significant protection

Many state and local governments collect of data ie. voter list, agriculture
permit list, medical data, or current driver’s licenses.

These lists help implement the laws of our state. But these lists also help the
“would be thief” easily access all of the information they need to open credit

card accounts, apply for loans and cash advances, completely assume a new
identity, without detection.

The tool most necessary for this theft of self is the social security number.

We have to ask ourselves, in an age where increasingly personal private
information is shared, bought and traded without an individual's knowledge or
even consent, why is the social security number released so easily?

We all know that the social security number is the key, which unlocks so many
things including government benefits and medical and financial information.

A coalition of concerned citizens is working together to assess and dissect
governmental data collection; what data should not be collected and the use of
that information, as well as getting a true picture for the trading and selling of
information by governmental bodies.

Senate Bill 44 is the first step in what I hope to be a true effort to protect and
inspect personal information given to state and local governments.

This bill simply requires that upon release of personal information through and
open records request, an individual’s social security number be deleted.



Whether through a keystroke of by magic marker on a photocopy, the request is
simple.

When a state or local government is complying with an open record's request,
they should not jeopardize an individual’s privacy through release of their
exclusive social security number.

This bill does not affect document exchanges which are protected by state of
federal law, like law enforcement seeking information to solve a crime, or the

department of human services giving information so neglected children can be
protected.

I believe the concept and implementation is quite simple.

So I ask you to join me as members of the newly created Privacy, Electronic Commerce,
and Financial Institutions Committee, in support of this bipartisan effort to start to ensure
protection of data collection by our state and local governments.

Thank you again for your time today.

NOTE TO SAY

It has been brought to my attention by the insurance industry that they could have
problems accessing the information they need to investigate insurance Jraud, especially
Jraud by use of someone else’s social security number — so I have drafted a simple
amendment that does not change the intent of the bill but simply allows insurance Sfraud
investigators access to the information they need to help catch criminals.
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‘State Senator Jon Erpenbach

Chair
Senate Privacy, Electronic Commerce
& Financial Institutions Committee
PO Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882

FEB 2 2 1999

Dear Senator Erpenbach:
On behalf of the Coalition Against Insurance Fraud, I am writing to raise
concern with Senate Bill 44 and substitute amendments, legislation to

limit the access to social security numbers.

The coalition is a national broad-based organization of consumer groups,

Insurance Fraud Agencies government organizations and insurance companies dedicated to

The Hartford combating all forms of insurance fraud. Our membership of 26 national
Nationl Association of Consumer organizations include the Consumer Federation of America, Consumer
Agency Administrators

National Assacation of Insurance
Commissioners

National Conference of Insurance
Legislators

National Criminal Justice
Association

National District Attorneys
Assaciation

National Insurance Crime Bureau
National Urban League
Nationwide Insurance

Action, State Farm, Allstate and Nationwide Insurance.

The coalition is concerned about the broad restrictions to the access of
social security numbers. This provision could have a chilling effect on
legitimate anti-fraud investigations which rely on social security numbers
as an identifier to verify the authenticity of the individual.

A common tactic used by criminals to commit insurance fraud is to
apply for insurance and file claims using a fake social security number.
Without proper identifiers, insurance companies and law enforcement

&fﬂ“nié’&ﬁm'“"y ferel will have a much more difficult time in uncovering fraudulent schemes.
SAFECO This likely would result in increased fraud and higher costs for insurance

State Farm Insurance Companies
Travelers Property/Casualty

Dennis Jay
Executive Director

A national coalition of
consumers, government
agencies and insurers dedicated
to combating all forms of
insurance fraud through public
information and advocacy.

consumers. e

website address:

www.Insurancefraud.org
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We believe in the right for privacy, but we also believe that privacy concerns need to be
weighed with the legitimate use of information in the investigation of criminal activity. We
do not believe that allowing companies access to this information for legitimate fraud
investigations would adversely effect the privacy of individuals.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

7,

Howard Goldblatt
Director of Government Affairs



