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CHAPTER 951

CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS

951.01 Definitions. 951.08 Instigating fights between animals.

951.015 Constructiorand application. 951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals.

951.02 Mistreating animals. 951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals.

951.025 Decompression prohibited. 951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl.

951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. 951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale.

951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. 951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined animals.

951.05 Transportation of animals. 951.14 Providing proper shelter

951.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances. 951.15 Abandoning animals.

951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. 951.18 Penalties.

951.01 Definitions. In this chapter: 951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. No person
(1) “Animal” includes every living: shall lead any animal upon a highway frommetor vehicle or
(a) Warm-blooded creature, except a human being; from a trailer or semitrailer drawn by a motor vehicle.

(b) Reptile; or History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.04.

(c) Amphibian. _ 95105 Transportation of animals. No person may trans

(2) “Cruel” means causing unnecessary and excessive paifp@ft any animal in or upon any vehicle in a cruel manner
sufferingor unjustifiable injury or death. History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.05.

(3) “Farm animal” means any warm-blooded animml- 959 g Use of poisonous and controlled substances.

mally raisedon farms in the United States and used or intended 5 person may expose any domestic animal owned by artother

useas f?Od or fiber ) , , any known poisonous substance, any controlled substance
(3e) “Humaneofficer” means an dicer appointed under s. jncludedin schedule I, II, 11l IV or V of ch961, or any controlled

173.03 substancanalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
(3f) “Fire department” includea volunteer fire department | or || of ch.961, whether mixed with meat or other food or not,

anda department under 61.66 o sothat the substance is lialitebe eaten by the animal and for the
(3m) “Law enforcement agency” has the meargingn in s. purposeof harming theanimal. This section shall not apply to-poi
165.83(1) (b) sonused on ons’own premises andesigned for the purpose of

(4) “Law enforcement dicer” has the meaning assignedrodentor pest extermination nor to the use of a controlled sub
unders.967.02 (5)but does not include a conservatisarden stancein bona fide experiments carried on for scientiéisearch

appointedunder s23.1Q or in accepted veterinary practices.

History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 1891987 a.248 1987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.06995 a. 448
951.01;1989 a. 2231997 a. 27192 1999 a. 83

Legislative Council Note, 1973:The definition of “animal” is based on s. 346.20,951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. No person may
Minn. StatsAnno.(1971). The term includes not only animals strictly so—called byg: [T e ; pn ;
birdsand other living warmblooded creatures except people. [Bill 16-S] LalreCtly 0!’ |nd|rectlyor by aldmg’ abettlng .OI’ permitting the domg

thereof,either put, place, fasten, use or fix upon or to any animal

951.015 Construction and application. This chapter may usedor readied for use for a work purpose or for use in an exhibi
not be interpreted as controverting any lesgulating the taking tion, competition, rodeo, circus other performance, any of the
of a wild animal as defined in 89.001 (90)the trapping of ani following devices: a bristle butack bur or like device; or a poling
mals, the use of live animals in dog trials or in the training of hun@leviceused to train a horse to jump which is gear with electrie

ing dogs or the slaughter of animals by persons acting under siiter to which have beenfafed nails, tacks or other sharp points.
or federal law History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.07.

History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 27%.2202 (38) 1987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.08

951.015:1997 a. 243 Instigating fights between animals. (1) No per

. . . _ sonmay intentionally instigate, promote, aid or abet pareipal,
951.02 Mistreating animals. No person may treat any ani agentor employee, or participate in the earnifigsn, or inten
mal, whether belonging to the person or anotinesi cruemanner  (ionally maintain or allow any place to be used for a cockfight, dog
This section doesot prohibit bona fide experiments carried on fofignt pylifight or other fight betweethe same or diérent kinds
scientific research or normal and accepted veterinary practiceg 4nimals or between an animal and a person. This section does

History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.02993 a. 486 P P
Convictionunder this section does not require proof of intent or negligence. Sté}?t prohibit ev_ents or exhibitions commonly featured at rodeos
oodlessbullfights.

v. Stanfield,105 Wis. 2d 553314 N.W2d 339(1982).
(2) No person may own, possess, keep or train any amiitial

951.025 Decompression prohibited. No person may kill ! : ) . ——
ananimal by mear?s of decorr)npression. P y theintent that the animal be engaged in an exhibition of fighting.

History: 1985 a. 481987 a. 332.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.025. (2m) If a person has been convicted under ¢ijpor (2), the

. . personmay not own, possess, keep or train any animal for a period
951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. No person may take o¢ 5 years after the conviction. In computing the 5-year period,
the dog or cat of another from one place to another without tl?ﬁ‘r1e whichthe person spent in actual confinement serving a-crimi

owner’sconsent or cause such a dog or cat to be confined-or
ried out of this state or held for any purpose without the oWne(r?%[l sentence shall be excluded. The person may move the sentenc

consent. This section does not applylaw enforcement diters It?\ge feoul;[r;omhei\;eegg: rf&lg{?&evr;;\i'x:'rvrenda' Egte;&lﬁgrgg);hvéa'\éer
or humane dfcers engaged in the exercisetleéir oficial duties. 4 P y P

History: 1973 c. 314.4; Stats. 1973 5. 948.08987 a. 333,54 Stats. 1987 s, SON {0 OWN, possess, keerptrain animals of the species involved
951.03;1997 a. 192 in the ofense under sulfl) or (2).
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(3) No person may intentionally be a spectator ebekfight, (b) \entilation. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately
dog fight, bullfight or other fight between the same ofatiént ventilatedby natural or mechanical means to provide for the
kinds of animals or between an animal and a person. healthof the animals at all times.

History: 1973 c. 3141981 c. 1601983 a. 951987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. (2) OuUTDOOR STANDARDS. Minimum outdoor standards of
951.08. sheltershall include:
951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals. Noperson (a) Shelter from sunlight. When sunlights likely to cause heat
may instigate, promote, aid or abet as a principggent, exhaustiorof an animal tied or caged outside figignt shade by
employee participant or spectatoor participate in the earningsnaturalor artificial means shall be provided to protect the animal
from, or intentionally maintain or allow any place to be used férom direct sunlight. As used in this paragraph, “caged” does not
the shooting, killing or wounding with a firearm or any deadlyncludefarm fencing used to confine farm animals.
weapon,any animal that is tied, staked out, caged or otherwise (b) Shelter from inclement weather. 1. ‘Animalsgenerally
intentionally confined in a man-made enclosure, regardless Nhturalor artificial shelter appropriate to the local climatic cendi
size. Nothingin this section prohibits the shooting of any wildionsfor the species concerned shall be provided as necessary for
gamein its wild state or the shooting of game birds and waterfotfle health of the animal.
atlicensed game farms or licensed shooting preserves. 2. ‘Dogs.’ If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.09. underweather conditions which adverselyeat the health of the
951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals. (1) No dog.ashelter of suitable size to accommodate the dog shall be pro

personmay do any of the following to any animal that is used wded. o )
alaw enforcement agency fire department to perform agency  (3) SPACESTANDARDS. Minimum space requirements for both
or department functions or duties: indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include:
(a) Frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or harass the animal(2) Structural strength. The housing facilities shall be struetur
(b) Strike, shove, kick or otherwise subject the animal to phy&illy sound and maintained in good repair to protect the animals
cal contact. from injury and to contain the animals.
(c) Strike the animal by using a dangerous weapon. (b) Space requirements. Enclosures shall be constructed and
(2) Subsectior(1) does not apply to any of the following: maintainedso as to provide sfigient space to allow each animal

f : ot adequatdreedom of movement. Inadequate space may be indi
the(221irﬁg)llsaﬁ;rtlg?érli')rpﬁggrrmed by or withe authorization of catedby evidence of debilitystress or abnormal behavior pat

(b) Any act that is necessary for the trainaigin animal to tem: . SANITATION STANDARDS. Minimum standards cfanitation
performfunctions or duties for a law enforcement agency (4) S : - -
History: 1993 a. 1921997 a. 27 for both indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include periodic

) ] cleaningto remove excreta and other waste materials, dirt and
951.10 Sale of baby rabetS, chicks and .Other fOWI trashso as to minimize health hazards.
(1h) l;lo gerilqn may sek:l, ﬁffr f?r s?le, bﬁrter or give awgy living  History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 332.54; Stats. 1967 s. 951.14.
chicks,ducklings or other fowl unless the person provides prop: . .
brooderfacilities for the care of such chicks, ducklings or othe(%.l'15 Abandoning animals. No person may abandon any

fowl during the time they are in the persopbssession. anF:.rr:arl.. 1973 c. 314s., 6; 1977 c. 1731987 a332s.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.15;
(2) Noretailer as defined in s100.30 (2) (€)may sell, der  1993a 4861997 2. 192 ' 8o Slals. 18Ms. TLA
for sale, barter or give away living baby rabbits, baby chicks

ducklingsor other fowl under 2 months of age in any quantity e$91.18 Penalties. (1) Any person violating s. 951.02
than6 unless in the business of selling these animals for agric%51-025951-03 951.04951.05951.06951.07951.09951.1Q

tural, wildlife or scientific purposes. 951.11951.13 951._14or951.15is subject toa CIass_C_forfeiture.
History: 1973 c. 3141979 c. 345.2102 (3) ()1979 c. 1761983 a. 18%.329 ANy person who violateany of these provisions within 3 years
(20), 1987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.10993 a. 486 aftera humane dicer issues an abatement order undé78.11

951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale. No person may Prohibitingthe violation of that provision is subject t&Cé&ssA
sell, offer for sale, rafle, give as a prize or premium, use as aftprfelture. Any person Who |ntent|onally or negligently violates
advertisingdevice or display living chicksiucklings, other fowl @ny of those sections is guilty of a ClassnisdemeanorAny per

or rabbits that have been dyed or otherwise colored artificiallyS0NWho intentionally violates £51.02 resulting in the mutita
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 95111 tion, disfigurement or death of an animal, is guilty of a Class-E fel

. . . ony. Any persorwho intentionally violates £51.020r 951.06
951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined  nowingthat the animal thas the victim is used by a law enforce
animals. No person owning or responsitier confining or - mentagency to perform agency functions or duties and causing
impoundingany animal may fail to supply the animal with &isuf injury to the animal, is guilty of a Class E felony
cientsupply of food and water as prescrlbed_ in t_hls sect_lon. (2) Any person whaviolates s951.08 (2mr (3) is guilty of
~ (1) Foop. The foodshall be siffcient to maintain all animals 5 cjass A misdemeanorAny person who violates 851.08 (1)
in good health. _ ) _ or (2) is guilty of a Class E felony for the first violation and is
(2) Water. If potable water is not accessiblethe animals at gyilty of a Class D felony for the 2nd or subsequent violation.
%" t;]meﬁh't ??ﬁ” be prciwded daily and infient quantity for = 5,y Apy person who violates 851.095is subject to a Class
e heath ot the animal. B forfeiture. Any persomwho intentionally or negligently violates
History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 951987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.13. 5.951.095 knovalir?g that the animal tha{ is thegvictim is used by
951.14 Providing proper shelter. No person owning or a law enforcement agency or fire department to perform agency
responsibleor confining or impoundingny animal may fail to or department functions or duties,guilty of a Class A misde
providethe animal with proper shelter as prescribethis see  meanor. Any person who intentionally violate€51.095 know-
tion. In the case of farm animals, nothing in théstion shall be ing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforcement
construedas imposing shelter requirements or standards meigency or fire department to perform agency or department func
stringentthan normally accepted husbandry practices in the p&ibnsor duties and causing injury to the animal, is guilty of a Class
ticular county where the animal or shelter is located. E felony. Any person who intentionally violates 851.095
(1) INDOORSTANDARDS. Minimum indoor standards of shelterknowing that the animal thas the victim is used by a law enforce
shallinclude: mentagency or fire department to perfoagency or department
(a) Ambient temperatures. The ambient temperature shall bdunctionsor duties anaausing death to the animal, is guilty of a
compatiblewith the health of the animal. ClassD felony.
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(3) In addition to penalties applicalite this chapter under this poundor to a law enforcemenfficer if a person commits a crime
section,a district attorney may apply to any court of competeninderthis chapterthe person is the ownef the animal that is
jurisdiction for a temporary or permanent injunction restraininigvolvedin the crime and the court considers the order to be rea
any person from violating this chapter sonableand appropriate. Thseociety pound or dicer shall

(4) In addition to penalties applicakiethis chapter under this releasethe animal to a persasther than the owner or dispose of
section: theanimal in a proper and humane manriéthe animal is a@og,

a) 1. In this paragraplpecuniary loss” has the meaningthe releaser disposal shall be in accordance with 83.23 (1m)
deéc)ribedn 5.943245 %_)p P y gexc:eptthat the fees under¥73.23 (1m) (a) 4do not apply if the

2. A sentencing court shall requiaecriminal violator to pay eﬁpens_eare cogerecéiunder$73h24 If t?e z?nimﬁl isnlot a do?,h
restitutionto a person, including angcal humane diter or soci ;ne};%cllety pound or dicer may chage a fee for the release of the
ety or county or municipal pound or a law enforcemefices; for 2 if the court is sentencing a person covered undet312
anypecuniary loss sfefred by the person as a result of the c_rlmﬁ Y and imal has b 9 p’zﬂmﬁ 17312 th A
including expenses in keeping any animal that is involved in tfé) (8) and an animal has been seizedier s173.12 the cour
crime. This requirement appliesgardless of whether the crimi S aIIacéln actcordincedwghn%gilgg(s)zm Atencin o
nal violator is placed on probation unde®73.09 If restitution (c) Except as provided in .08 (2m) a sentencing cou
is ordered, the court shall consider the financial resources dRay order that the criminal violator may not ovgmssess or train
future ability of the criminal violator to pay and shall determin@ny animal or type or speci@s animal for a period specified by
the method of payment. Upon the application of artgrested thecourt, but not to exceed 5 yeafa.computing the time period,
party, the court shall schedule and hold an evidentiary hearingté®e which the person spent in actual confinensening a sen

determinethe value of any pecuniary loss under this paragrapFﬁl'}C?Sha{LE’g e;’(ﬂfg%d- 1731981 c. 1601983 a. 951985 . 482 1985
. - . istory: c. 311 c. c. a. a. 48.2;
(b) 1. A sentencing coumay order that an animal be delivered, 563713577 2481987 a. 335,54, 64 Stats. 1987 s. 951.18987 a. 40%.256

to the local humane fi€er or society or the county or municipal19s9a. 56s.259 1989 a. 2231993 a. 1921997 a. 27192
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