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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill permits county boards to establish a higher witness fee than the present mandatory $16 a day for witnesses attending the

circuit court.

Currently, witness fees are usually borne by the county in criminal cases and by the parties in civil cases. It is impossible to
predict how many county boards would opt to do this and what the increase in county costs would be. In 1999, the counties
reported that approximately $780,000 was expended for witness fees. This amount would increase if county boards increase the
fee. A similar provision currently exists with respect to the juror per diem which allows counties to exceed the minimum $16 a
day rate. Many counties have opted to exceed that rate and it is expected that some would also opt to exceed the present witness

fee.
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