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AN Act ..-; relating to: / requiring headlamps and other required lamps on a

school bus to be lighted whenever the school bus is operated on a highway.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

- Under current law, with certain exceptions, no person may operate a motor
vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness unless all headlamps, taillamps,
and clearance lamps with which the vehicle must be equipped are lighted.

Under this bill, no person may operate a school bus upon a highway at any time

unless all required headlamps, taillamps, and clearance lamps for the school bus are
lighted.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

A

SECTION 1. 347.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
347.06 (1) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a
vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness or, if the vehicle is a school bus, at

any time unless all headlamps, tail lampﬁ\and clearance lamps with which such
>
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vehicle is required to be equipped are lighted. Parking lamps as defined in s. 347.27

shall not be used for this purpose.

History: 1977 c. 425; 1979 c. 32; 1981 ¢. 98 5. 3; M 248.

SECTION 2. 347.09 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.09 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway during

D
@ hours of darkness or, if theZmotor vehicle is a school bus, at any timeﬁunless such

—

6 vehicle is equipped as follows:
History: 1983 a. 243; 1985 a. 65. ] X
7 SECTION 3. 347.13 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
@ 347.13 (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home,or trailer or
2
9

semitrailer upon a highway during hours of darknesss,o% if the motor vehicle is a

@ school buq% at any timeeunless such motor vehicle, mobile home AT trailer or
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semitrailer is equipped with at least one tail lamj) mounted on the rear which, when
lighted during hours of darkness, elﬁits a red light plainly visible from a distance of
500 feet to the rear. No tail lamp shall have any type of decorative covering that
restricts the amount of light emitted when the tail lamp is in use. No vehicle
originally equipped at the time of manufacture and sale with 2 tail lamps shall be
operated upon a highway during hours of darkness unless both such lamps are in
good working order. This subsection does not apply to any type of decorative covering

originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.

History: 1973 c. 252; 1995 a. 346.

SECTION 4. 347.16 (1) (intro.), (a) and (b) of the statutes are amended to read:

347.16 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate on a highway during hours of

darkness any vehicle, except automobiles, o:g if the vehicle is a school busg at any

time, having a width at any part in excess of 80 inches unless such vehicle is equipped

with all of the following:
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(a) Two clearance lamps mounted on the front of the vehicle so as to be visible

| 1> ‘
from the front;and/

. (b) Two clearance lamps mounted on the rear of the vehicle so as to be visible

from the rear%andg b




DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-2189/1dn

FROM THE PIH: i~

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

Dare—

Representative Pettis:

Please review this draft carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

Note that s. 340.01 (56) (a) and (am) of the statutes define “school bus” to include
traditionally painted school buses used to transport students to and from school and
buses used to transport disabled and elderly persons in connection with a
transportation assistance program. I drafted the bill to require both kinds of school
buses to have their lights on whenever they are operated on a highway. Let me know

if you want to limit this requirement to only those school buses used to transport
students to and from school.

Peggy Hurley

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-8906

E-mail: peggyhurley@legis.state.wi.us
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

February 5, 2001

Representative Pettis:

Please review this draft carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

Note that s. 340.01 (56) (a) and (am) of the statutes define “school bus” to include
traditionally painted school buses used to transport students to and from school and
buses used to transport disabled and elderly persons in connection with a
transportation assistance program. I drafted the bill to require both kinds of school
buses to have their lights on whenever they are operated on a highway. Let me know
if you want to limit this requirement to only those school buses used to transport
students to and from school.

Peggy Hurley

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-8906

E-mail: peggyhurley@legis.state.wi.us
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STEPHEN R. MILLER - LEGAL SECTION: (608) 266-3561
CHIEF MADISON, W1 53701-2037 LEGAL FAX: (608) 264-6948

February 5, 2001

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Pettis

From: Peggy J. Hurley, Legislative Attorney

Re: LRB-2189 Requiring school buses to have their lights on at all times.

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carefully to ensure that it is
accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction,
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this
memorandum to our office. If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program
assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing.

z JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

If you have any questions concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted,
please contact me at (608) 266-8906 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum.

If the last paragraph of the analysis states that a fiscal estimate will be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the
attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. Please note
that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of
this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estimate on this
version before it is introduced.

Please call our program assistants at 266-3561 if you have any questions regarding this
memorandum.



