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AN ACT to amend 30 (2) (a) and (b) of the statutes; relating to: residency

qualifications for certain electlon officials.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, an election official must be an elector of the municipality in which
the official serves. In addition, an election official who serves at a polling place is
generally required to be a qualified elector of the ward Yersfomeofthewardsyfor
which the polling place is established, whenever a municipality is divided into wards.
However, a special voter registration deputy who registers electors at a polling place
on election dayassmelae an election official who is appointed to work at a polling
place that ser@s more than one war@or an election official who is appointed to fill
a temporary or permanent vacancy neéd not be an elector of any particular Ward but
must be an elector of the municipality in which the official serves. -

This bill provides that a special voter reg1$trat10n deputy Who reglsters electors
at a polling place on election day' ARGEE. 28R .0 ofif

appointed to 1ill a temporary or permanent vacancy

teed fiot be an elector of the
‘mun1c1pa11ty in which the official serves, but shall be a qualified elector of this state.

[N

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do |
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 7.30 (2) (a) and (b) of the statutes are amended to read:
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7.30 (2) (a) Only election officialg/appointed under this section may conduct an '

election. Except as i n this paragraph and s. 7.15 (1) (k), each inspeetor/
shall be a qualified elector in of the ward for which the polling place is established

or of one of the wards for which the polling place is established whenever a ollin

place serves more than one ward. Special registration députies appointed under s.

6.55 (6) and election officials serving

heareappoirrfe

exwhen necessary who are appointed to fill a vacancy under par. (b) shall be qualified

S\e S0
electors of the state, but need not be‘ésidenfs—ef—th&twafd,—bm;-shﬂbe-a—pesidem

qualified electors of the municipality. Special registration deputies may be

appointed to serve more than one polling place. All officials shteﬁbe able to read and

write the English language, be capable,gl;e‘ of gdod understanding, and may not be

a candidatejetig
at an election at which they serve. In 1st class cities, they may hold no public office

other than notary public. Except as authorized under sub. (4) (c), all inspectors shall

be affiliated with one of the 2 recognized political parties which received the largest

number of votes for president, or governor in nonpresidential general electipn years,
in the ward or combination of wards served by the polling place at the last election.
The party which received the largest number of votes is entitled to one more inspector
than the party receiving the next largest number of votes at each polling place. The
same election officials may serve the electors of more than one ward where wards are
combined under s. 5.15 (6) (b). If a municipality is not divided into wards, the ward
requirements in this paragraph apply to the municipality at large.

(b) When a vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment of the
municipal clerk. The vaéancy shall be filled from the remaining names on the lists

submitted under sub. (4) or from additional names submitted by the chairperson of
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1 the county party committee of the appropriate party under sub. (4) whenever names

[\

are submitted under sub. (4) (d). If the vacancy is due to candidacy, sickness or any

w

other temporary cause, the appointment shall be a temporary appointment and

effective only for the election at which the temporary vacancy occurs. The same

qualifications that applied to the original appoihtee shall be required of persons who

Fo 1=

0o I O

fill vacancies.-Vaeaneies, except that a vacancy may be filled in-eases-of emergency
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DRAFTER’S NOTE _ " LRB-1892/1dn

~ FROM THE RIM&ITK,.:...
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Under the 1999 draft, it was unclear whether an election official who serves more than
one ward must be an elector of one of the wards served. This draft fixes that problem.
Under this draft, an election official must be an elector of one of the wards that the
election official serves, if the applicable municipality is divided into wards. However, -
if the election official is a special voter registration deputy who registers electors at the

polls on election day or is appointed to fill a vacancy, the election official need only be
-a qualified elector of this state. ‘

Please let us know if these requirements are not consistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-4454

- E—mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-6778




DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1892/1dn
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

February 14, 2001

Under the 1999 draft, it was unclear whether an election official who serves more than
one ward must be an elector of one of the wards served. This draft fixes that problem.
Under this draft, an election official must be an elector of one of the wards that the
election official serves, if the applicable municipality is divided into wards. However,
if the election official is a special voter registration deputy who registers electors at the
polls on election day or is appointed to fill a vacancy, the election official need only be
a qualified elector of this state.

Please let us know if these requirements are not consistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-4454

E—mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266—-6778
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AN ACT #6 amend 7.30 (1), 7.30 (2) (a) and (b), 7.0 (4) (), 7.30 (4) (b) 1. and 2.,

7.30 (4) (c), 7.30 (5), 7.30 (8) (a), 7.30 (6) (c), 7.33 (2) and 60.24 (3) (a) of the
statutes; relating to: appointment of election officials and staffing of polling

places.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, the normal staffing level for a polling place is seven inspectors (poll
workers), but the municipal governing body or, in cities having a population of more
than 500,000, the board of election commissioners may reduce that number to three.
If a municipal governing body designates a polling place to serve more than one ward
or a municipality uses more than one voting machine at a polling place, the governing
body or board of election commissioners may appoint additional election officials. A
municipal governing body may provide for the selection of alternate officials.
Municipal clerks and boards of election commissioners are directed to reassign
inspectors from one polling place to another in order to ensure adequate staffing
levels at all polling places. :

Currently, election officials must be electors of the municipality in which the
officials serve. In addition, election officials who serve at a polling place are generally
required to be a qualified elector of the ward for which the polling place is
established, whenever a municipality is divided into wards. However, special voter
registration deputies who register electors at a polling place on election day, election
officials who are appointed to work at a polling place that serves more than one ward,
or election officials who are appointed to fill a temporary or permanent vacancy need



o

-~ W

10

11

2001 - 2002 Legislature -2- LRB-1890/2
. RIM&JTK:kmg:jf
SENATE BILL

not be electors of any particular ward, but must be electors of the municipality in
which the election officials serve.

Election officials currently must be appointed from nominations submitted by
local political party committeemen and committeewomen, but if there are no
committeemen or committeewomen or if insufficient nominations are made,
appointments may be made without regard to party affiliation.

This bill permits municipal governing bodies to provide for the appointment of
reserve inspectors who are qualified electors of this state. Municipalities may use
reserve inspectors in order to ensure adequate staffing at any polling place where the
number of regularly appointed inspectors serving is insufficient to adequately serve
the number of electors that are reasonably expected to vote. The reserve inspectors
need not be appointed on the basis of party affiliation and need not be qualified
electors of the specific municipality, ward, or area served by the polling place at which
they serve. The reserve inspectors must take an oath of office. Their term of office
under the bill is two years. This bill also provides that special voter registration
deputies who register electors at a polling place on election day and election officials
who are appointed to fill temporary or permanent vacancies need not be electors of
the municipality in which the officials serve, but must be qualified electors of this
state.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcCTION 1. 7.30 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.30 (1) NUMBER. There Except as authorized or required under this subsection

and ss. 7.16 (1) (k) and 7.32, there shall be 7 inspectors for each polling place at each

election. In municipalities where voting machines are or any electronic voting
system is used, the municipal governing body may reduce the number of inspectors
to 5. A municipal governing body may provide for the appointment of additional
inspectors whenever more than one voting machine is used or wards are combined

under s. 5.15 (6) (b). A municipal governing body may provide for the appointment

of reserve inspectors who may be called by the municipal clerk or board of election

commissioners to serve at a polling place for any election in addition to the regularly

appointed inspectors whenever the number of regularly appointed inspectors
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serving that polling place is insufficient to adequately serve the number of electors

reasonably expected to vote at an election at that polling place. A municipal

governing body may provide by ordinance for the selection of alternate officials or the
selection of 2 sets of officials to work at different times on election day. Unless

officials are appointed without regard to party affiliation under sub. (4) (c) or reserve

inspectors are appointed under this subsection, additional officials shall be
appointed in such a manner that the total number of officials is an odd number and

the predominant party under sub. (2) is represented by one more official than the

other party.

SECTION 2. 7.30 (2) (a) and (b) of fhe stétutes are amended to read:

7.30 (2) (a) Only election officials appointed under this section may conduct an
election. Except as autherized-in otherwise provided in this paragraph and s. 7.15
(1) (k), each inspeetor election official shall be a qualified elector in of the ward for
which the polling place is established, or of one of the wards for which the polling

place is established whenever a polling place serves more than one ward. Special

registration deputics appointed under s. 6.55 (6) and, election officials serving mere

than-one-ward-or-when necessary who are appointed to fill a vacancy under par. (b),

and reserve inspectors appointed under sub. (1) shall be\gualiﬁed electors of the
state, but need not be -a—residentof that-ward, but shall be-aresident qualified

electors of the municipality. Special registration deputies may be appointed to serve
more than one polling place. All officials shall be able to read and write the English
language, be capable, and be of good understanding, and may not be a candidate for
any office to be voted for at an election at which they serve. In 1st class cities, they

may hold no public office other than notary public. Except for reserve inspectors

appointed under sub. (1) and except as authorized under sub. (4) (¢), all inspectors
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shall be affiliated with one of the 2 recognized political parties which received the
largest number of votes for president, or governor in nonpresidential general election
years, in the ward or combination of wards served by the polling place at the last
election. The party which received the largest number of votes is entitled to one more
inspector than the party receiving the next largest number of votes at each polling
place. The same election officials Ir.layvserve the electors of more than one ward where
wards are combined under s. 5.15 (6) (b). If a municipality is not divided into wards,
the ward requirements in this paragraph apply to the municipality at large.
(b) When a vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled by appoiﬁtment of the

municipal clerk. The Except for a reserve inspector appointed under sub. (1), a

vacancjr shall be filled from the remaining names on the lists submitted under sub.
(4) or from additional names submitted by the chairperson of the county party
committee of the appropriatg party under sub. (4) whenever names are submitted
under sub. (4) (d). If the vacancy is due to candidacy, sickness or any other temporary
cause, the appointment shall be a temporary appointment and effective only for the
election at which the temporary vacancy occurs. The same qualifications that
applied to_original appointees shall be required of persons who fill vacancies.
Vacaneies, except that a vacancy may be filled in-casesof emeorgencyor beeause-of

munieipality by any qualified elector of this state without regard to the elector’s
municipality of residence, if the elector meets the other qualifications.

SECTION 3. 7.30 (4) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.30 (4) (a) Except in cities where there is a board of election commissioners,
the mayor, president, or board chairperson of each municipality shall nominate to

the governing body no later than their last regular meeting in December of each
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even—numbered year the necessary, regularly appointed election officials for each

polling place. In addition, if authorized by the governing body, the mayor, president,

or board chairperson may nominate electors to serve as reserve inspectors. If no

regular meeting is scheduled, the mayor, president, or chairperson shall call a special
meeting for the purpose of considering nominations no later than December 31.

SECTION 4. 7.30 (4) (b) 1. and 2. of the statutes are amended to read:

7.30 (4) (b) 1. In cities where there is a board of election commissioners, the
aldermanic district committeemen or committeewomen under s. 8.17 of each of the
2 dominant recognized political parties shall submit a certified list no later than
November 30 of each evén—numbered year containing the némes of at least as many
electors as there are regglarly‘ appointed inspectors from that party for each of fhe
voting wards in the aldermanic district. The chairperson may designate any
individual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee. The board of election
commissioners shall appoint, no later than December 31 of even—numbered years,
at least 5 regularly appointed inspectors for each ward. The board of election
commissioners shall appoint all first choice nominees for so long as positions are
available, unless nonappointment is authorized under par. (e), and shall appoint
other individuals in its discretion. The board of election commissioners may

designate such alternates as it deems advisable. In addition, if authorized by the

governing body, the board of election commissioners may appoint electors to serve as
reserve inspectors.

2. In municipalities other than cities and villages located in counties having a
population of more than 500,000, the committees organized under s. 8.17 from each

of the 2 dominant parties under sub. (2) shall submit a list containing at least as

many names as there are needed appeintees for regularly appointed inspector




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2001 - 2002 Legislature -6- LRB-1890/2
‘ RIM&JTK kmg:jf
SENATE BILL SECTION 4

“ positions from that party. The list shall be submitted by the chairperson of each of

the 2 committees to the mayor, president, or chairperson of the municipality. If
committees are organized in subdivisions of a city, the list shall be submitted through
the chairperson of the city committee. If there is no municipal committee, the list
shall be submitted by the chairperson of the county or legislative district committee.

Except as provided in par. (¢) and except for reserve inspectors appointed under sub.

(1), only those persohs submitted by the chairperson of each committee under s. 8.17
may act as election officials. The chairperson may designate any individual whose
name is submitted as a first choice nominee. The list shall contain the signature of
the chairperson and secretary of the submitting committee.. In cities or villages
located in counties having a population of more than 500,000, other than cities where
there is a board of election commissioners, the aldermanic district or village
committeeman or committeewoman for the ward or wards where each polling place
is located, if there is one, shall submit a list containing at least as many names as
there are needed appeintees for regularly appointed inspector positions from the
party represented by the committceman or committeewoman. For appointments of
inspectors in cities and villages where there is no aldermanic district or village
committeeman or committeewoman, nominations shall proceed in the same manner
as in municipalities located in counties having a population of 500,000 or less. The
list shall be submitted to the mayor or president. Except as provided in par. (c) and

except for reserve inspectors appointed under sub. (1), only those persons whose

names are submitted as provided in this paragraph may act as election officials. The
committeeman or committeewoman may designate any individual whose name is
submitted as a first choice nominee. The list shall contain the signature of the

aldermanic district or village committeeman or committeewoman or the chairperson
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of the appropriate committee. Upon submission of each nominee’s name, the
governing body shall appoint each first choice nominee for so long as positions are
available, unless nonappointment is authorized under par. (e), and shall appoint
other nominees in its discretion. If any nominee is not appointed, the mayor,
president, or chairperson of the municipality shall immediately nominate another
person from the appropriate lists submitted and continue until the necessary

number of election officials from each party is achieved at that meeting. In addition,

except in municipalities where there is a board of election commissioners, if the
governing body has provided for the appointment of reserve inspectors under sub.
(1), the body may appoint those inspectors from nominations submitted under par.
(2). “

SECTION 5. 7.30 (4) (¢) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.30 (4) (¢) For so long as nominees are made available by the political parties
under this section, appointments of regularly appointed inspectors may be made
only from the lists of submitted nominees. Ifthe lists are not submitted by November
30 of the year in which appointments are to be made, the board of election
commissioners shall appoint, or the mayor, president, or chairperson of a
municipality shall nominate, qualified persons whose names have not been
submitted. If an insufficient number of nominees appears on the lists as of
November 30, the board of election commissioners shall similarly appoint, or the
mayor, president, or chairperson shall similarly nominate, sufficient individuals to
fill the remaining vacancies. Any appointment which is made due to the lack of
availability of names submitted under par. (b) may be made without regard to party

affiliation.

SECTION 6. 7.30 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:
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7.30 (5) OATH OF OFFICE. Within 5 days after appointment of the an election

officials official under this section, the municipal clerk shall give each appointee
notice. The appointees shall file the official oath with the municipal clerk within 10
days after the mailing of the notice. Appointees to fill vacancies or any other election
official who has not filed the oath, before receiving any ballots, shall sign the oath
and return it to the municipal élerk. An inspector, after taking the oath, may
administer any oath required to conduct an élection.

SECTION 7. 7.30 (6) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.30 (6) (a) The-appeinted-election officials An election official appointed under
this section shall hold office for 2 years and until their sueeessors-are a successor is

appointed and qualified. They-shall serve-at-every-election held-intheir ward during
their term of office-

SECTION 8. 7.30 (6) (c) of the st':étutes is amended to read:

7.30 (6) (c) If any election official appointed under this section lacks the
qualifications set forth in this section, fails to attend training sessions required
under s. 7.15 (1) (e) unless excused therefrom, is guilty of neglecting his or her official
duties, or commits official misconduct, the municipal clerk or board of election

commissioners shall summarily remove the official from office and the vacancy shall

- be filled under sub. (2) (b).

SECTION 9. 7.33 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
7.33 (2) Service as an election official under this chapter shall be ig mandatory
upon-all-qualified-electors for every elector appointed under s. 7.30, for every election

held during the full 2-year term;-afterwhich-they shall be of office in the ward or

election district for which the elector is appointed to serve or to which the elector is

assigned. Upon completion of a 2—year term of service, an elector is exempt from
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further service as an election ofﬁciél, under this chapter, until 3 terms of 2 years each
have elapsed. Municipal clerks may grant exemptions from service at any time. This

subsection does not apply to reserve inspectors appointed under s. 7.30 (1).

SECTION 10. 60.24 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
60.24 (3) (a) Nominate individuals for service as election officials to the town
board whenever the town board disapproves the nominee of a party committee under

s. 7.30 (4) and the names of additional nominees are not available or whenever the

town board determines to appoint reserve inspectors under s. 7.30 (1).

(END)
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1. This bill permits a municipality or board of election commissioners to appoint
reserve inspectors who may be used to staff polling places in the applicable
municipality during elections at which high turnout is expected. The reserve
inspectors need not be electors of the municipality, but must be electors of this state.
Under the bill, they serve for a 2-year term and must take an oath of office (the same
as is provided for other inspectors currently), but they may be reappointed indefinitely.
The term of office is designed to ensure that the reserve inspectors retain some
attachment to the training and staffing process and that the list of reserves is kept
current. ‘Please let us know if this treatment is inconsistent with your intent.

2. The bill also specifies that any special registration deputy who registers electors at
a polling place on election day and any election official appointed to fill a vacancy need
not be an elector of the particular municipality, but must be an elector of this state.
Please let us know if this treatment is inconsistent with your intent.

3. Currently, an election official is required to serve at each election held in the
applicable municipality during the official’s term of office. This bill exempts reserve
inspectors from this requirement, in order to allow each municipality to use reserve

inspectors only as needed. See proposed s. 7.33 (2). Please let us know if this treatment.
is not consistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-4454

E-mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 2666778




DRAFTER’S NOTE ' LRB-1892/1dn
FROM THE RIM&EJTK: kmg:jf
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU ‘

March 22, 2001

Senator Starzyk:

1. This bill permits a municipality or board of election commissioners to appoint
reserve inspectors who may be used to staff polling places in the applicable
municipality during elections at which high turnout is expected. The reserve
inspectors need not be electors of the municipality, but must be electors of this state.
Under the bill, they serve for a 2—year term and must take an oath of office (the same
as is provided for other inspectors currently), but they may be reappointed indefinitely.
The term of office is designed to ensure that the reserve inspectors retain some
attachment to the training and staffing process and that the list of reserves is kept
current. Please let us know if this treatment is inconsistent with your intent.

2. The bill also specifies that any special registration deputy who registers electors at
a polling place on election day and any election official appointed to fill a vacancy need
not be an elector of the particular municipality, but must be an elector of this state.
Please let us know if this treatment is inconsistent with your intent.

3. Currently, an election official is required to serve at each election held in the
applicable municipality during the official’s term of office. This bill exempts reserve
inspectors from this requirement, in order to allow each municipality to use reserve
inspectors only as needed. See proposed s. 7.33 (2). Please let us know if this treatment
1s not consistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney ‘

Phone: (608) 261-4454

E-mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266—6778
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Senator Starzyk:

1. This bill permits a municipality or board of election commissioners to appoint

reserve inspectors who may be used to staff polling places in the applicable
municipality during elections at which high turnout is expected. The reserve
inspectors need not be electors of the municipality, but must be electors of this state.
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attachment to the training and staffing process and that the list of reserves is kept
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a polling place on election day and any election official appointed to fill a vacancy need
not be an elector of the particular municipality, but must be an elector of this state.
Please let us know if this treatment is inconsistent with your intent.

3. Currently, an election official is required to serve at each election held in the
applicable municipality during the official’s term of office. This bill exempts reserve
inspectors from this requirement, in order to allow each municipality to use reserve
1nspectors only as needed. See proposed s. 7.33 (2). Please let us know if this treatment
is not consistent with your intent.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney -
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E-mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
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LEGlSLAT|VE REFERENCE BUREAU
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| 5TH FLOOR * o
Srigr LR MADISON, W1 53701-2037 A =
March 22, 2001
MEMORANDUM
To: Representative Starzyk
From:  Robert . Marchant, Legislative Attorney
Re: LRB-1892 Residency of election officials

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carefully to ensure that itis _
- accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction, v
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this

memorandum to our office. ‘If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program. .-’ T

assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing.

x JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

If you have any questions concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted,
please contact me at (608) 261-4454 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum

If the last paragraph of the analy31s states that a fiscal estimate w1ll be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the

attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. ‘Please note. .. - |

that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of

this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estimate on this L

~ version before it is introduced.

Please call our program assnstants at 266-3561 if you have any questlons regardmg th1s .

memorandum. . .



