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Lonunents:
Cory,

Attached is a copy of the linois Emergency Vehicle Code Amendment, issued to AeroCare
Special Operations Group for operating our vehicles. The statute is specific to lllincis code,
but was purposely written in a generic format for future transiation to other jurisdictions.
Hopefully, this is specific enough to meet Wisconsin standards, with only the addition of
specific vehicle code statute numbers, etfc.

One issue | wanted to address is if we could possibly have some type of temporary license or
statute issued to cover our operation during the legislation process. | understand that this is
rather a unique circumstance for your office, and may take some time.

Please contact me with any additional questions you may have at any time.
Thank you for the time,
Dan Dumas — Regiconal Supervisor Milwaukee

(414) 383-9571 — Office
(414) 383-9552 — Fax

24 HR DISPATCH CENTER: 1-800-823-1911
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AMENDMENT TO ILLINIOS VEHICLE CODE.

The Winois Vehicle Code is amended by adding section 1-154.4 and
changing sections 12-215 and 12-601 as follows:

(625 ILCS 5/1-154.4 new)

Sec. 1-154.4, Organ transport vehicle. A molor vehicle of the second
division equipped and used exclusively for the transpartation of organs for
hurnan transplant or the transportation of members of the surgical team
performing the organ harvesting or transplant operations. Vehicles definad in
this section shall be owned or oparatad by a company that has a contraclual
" agreement with a federally designatad organ procurement orgenization for the -+
purposes stated in this Section, R

" (625 1LCS 5/12-215) (from Ch. 95 %, par.12-215)
{text of Section after amendment by P.A. B3-507)

Sec. 12-215. Oacillating, rofating or flashing lights on motor vehicles.
Except as otherwise provided in this cade.

(c) The use of blue oscillating, rotating, or fiashing lights, whether lighted
or unlighled is prohibited except:

6. Vehicles that are equippad and used exclusively as organ transport

_ vehicies when usod in combination with red ascillating, rotating, or flashing

tights, furthermors, these lighls shall only be lighted when the transportation is
declared an emergency by 2 member of the transplant team or a representative
of the organ grocurament organization.

(625 ILCS 5/12-601) {from Ch. 95 ¥, par. 12-601)
(lext of Section after amendment by P.A. 89-687)

Sec. 12-601. Horns and warning devices.

(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a
vehicle any siren, whistle, or bell, except as otherwise parmitled in this section.
Any authorizad emergency vehicie or organ transport vehicle as defined in
Chapter 1 of this Act may be equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell, capabla of
emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than
500 feel, but such siren, whistla or bell, shall not be used except when such -
vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call or in the immediale
pursuant of an actual or suspected violator of the law in either of which everts
the driver of such vehicie shall sound such siren, whistle or bell. when necessary
lo warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof.
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AN ACT ... relating to: vehicles transporting human organs or medical personnel

for human organ harvesting or transplantation purposes.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law generally prohibits any vehicle from being equipped with a
flashing light. Exceptions to this prohibition include*authorized emergency vehicles
such as police vehicles, fire department vehicles, and ambulances. Current law also
prohibits any vehicle other than an authorized emergency vehicle from being
equipped with a siren. Under current law, an authorized emergency vehicle must be
equipped with a siren and may be equipped with one or more flashing, oscillating,

~or rotating red lights. Only a police vehicle may be equipped with flashing,
oscillating, or rotating red and blue lights.

Also under current law, when an authorized emergency vehicle is responding
to an emergency call or in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, the
operator is exempt from traffic restrictions relating to parking if the vehicle’s
warning lights are activated. The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle is also -
exempt from traffic restrictions relating to speed, traffic signals, and direction of
travel if the vehicle’s warning lights and siren are activated. Even when an
authorized emergency vehicle is operated with the vehicle’s warning lights and siren
activated, the operator must drive with due regard under the circumstances for the
safety of all persons. - , :

This bill provides that motor vehicles used by an organ procurement .

% organization,or under an agreement with an organ procurement organization. to X
‘transport organs for human transplantation or to transport medical personnel %or
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the immediate purpose of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation

organ transport vehicles®) are authorized emergency vehicles. Organ transport
vehicles may be equipped with red or red and blue flashing, oscillating, or rotating
lights and must be equipped with a siren. Organ transport vehicles are permitted
the same traffic law exemptions, and subject to the same limitations, as other
authorized emergency vehicles when they are. transporting an organ for human
transplantation or transporting medical personnel for the immediate purpose of
performing human organ harvesting or transplantation.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: '

SECTION 1. 110.08 (1m) of the statutes is amended to read:

110.08 (1m) Each operator’s license examiner shall receive informational
training on the powers and. duties of the department .relating to organ donor
information under s. 343.175 once every 2 years and, for operator’s license examiners
hired ‘after January 1, 1997, prior to initial assignment td operator’s license
examining activities. The informational training under this subsection shall be
developed by all organ procurement organizations, as defined in s. 343.01-(2) (dg)
340.61{4 1k), in cooperation with the department.

SECTION 2. 340.01 (3) (dg)¥%f the statutes is created to read:

340.01 (3) .(dg) Privately owned motor vehicles being used by an organ

' procurement organization, or by any person under an agreement with an organ

Vv

procurement organization, to transport organs for human transplantation or to
transport medical personnel for the purpose of perforining human organ harvesting
or transplantation imxhediately after the transportation.

SECTION 3. 343.01 (2) (dgi/;f the statutes is renumbered\'é,/40.o1 (41K).

SECTION 4. 346.03 (l)vc';f the statutes is amended to read:

346.03 (1) The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle, when fesponding '

to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the
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lawegr, when resp'onding’ to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, when

transporting an organ for human transplantation, or when transporting medical

personnel for the purpose of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation
immediately after the transportaitior{ may exercise the privileges set forth in this
section, but subject to the conditions stated in subs. (2) to (5).
SECTION 5. 346.03 (3)V:>f the statutes is amended to read:

© 346.03 (3) The exemption granted the operator of an authorized emergency
vehicle by sub. (2) (a) applies' only when the operator of the vehicle is giving visual
signal by means of at least one flashing, oscillating%f rotating red light except that
the visual signal given bj a police vehicle or an organ transport véhiclé under s.
340.01 (3) gdg\/lm ay be by means of a blue light and a red light Which are flashing,
osciliating, or _rotating, except as otherwise provided in sub. (4m). The exemptions
granted by sub. (2) (b), (c):/and (d) apply only when the opérator of the emergency
vehicle is giving both such visual signal énd also an audible signal by means of a siren
or exhaust whistle, except as otherwise provided in sub. (4) or (4m).

SECTION 6. 346.94 (14%f the statutes is amended to read:

346.94 (14) USE OF FLASHING BLUE LIGHTS ALONG HIGHWAYS. Except as provided
in ss. 346.03 (3) and 347 25 (llm) and (1s), no person nﬁay maintain or operate any
device equipped with a flashing, oscillating, or rotating blue light within 100 feet of
a highway if the light is visible from the highway and if the department or the local
éuthority responsible for maintaining the highway determines that motorists would

O{C’Mﬂ
believe the light was the warning light of a police vehicleéjgr‘an organ transport

vehicle under s. 340.01 (3) (dgl.\/ This subsection does not apply to airport lights.

SECTION 7. 347.25 (1m) (a)v(’:f the statutes is amended to read:
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347.25 (1m) (a) A police vehicle under s. 340.01 (3) (a) and an organ transport
vehicle under s, 340.01 (3) (dg!\{;lay be equipped with a blue light and a red light

which are flashing, oscillating, or rotating.

SECTION 8. 347.25 (1m) (b)vgf the statutes is amended to read:

347.25 (1m) (b) 'If the a police vehicle or an organ transport%ehicle‘ is so
equipped, the lighfs shall be illuminated as required under s. 346.03 when the

operator of the peliee%rehicle is exercising the privileges granted under that section.
DX

On a marked police vehicld §r€an organ transport vehicle, the blue light shall be

mounted bn the passenger side of the vehicle and the red light shall be mounted on
thé driver side of the vehicle. When in use on an unmarked police vehicle, the blue
light shali be displayed on the passenger side of the vehicle and the red light shall
be displayed on the driver side .of the .vehicle. Th"e lights shall be designed and
displayed so as to be plainly visible and understandable from a distance of 500 feet
during normal sunlight and during hours of darkness. No operator of a police vehicle
or an organ transport vehicleviilay use the warning lights except when responding
to an emergency call or when in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law,
when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, when transporting an
organ for human transplantation, when transporting medical personnel for the

purpose of p'erforming human organ harvesting or transplantation immédiately
after the transpoﬁation?lor when necessarily parked on a highway in a position

which is likely to be hazardbus to traffic using the highway.
SECTION 9. 347 .25.(4)\é'thé statutes is amended to read:
347.25 (4) No vehicle may be equipped with or display any blue colofed light '

or lamp unless the vehicle is used in police work authorized by the state or a political
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subdivision of the stat%, is used by a fire department as authorized under sub. (1s),

or is used as an organ transport vehicle described in s.\/ 340.01 (3) (dg).
SECTION 10. 347.38 (4%1‘ the statutes is amended to read:

347.38 (4) An authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with a siren, but
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is operated_ in response to an

emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the

law, when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, when transporting

‘an organ for human transplantation, or when transporting medical pei'sonnel for the .

ose of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation immediatel

after the transpbrtatior\l{/;n which events the driver of such vehicle shall sound the
siren when reasonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers.

SECTION 11. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to vehicles operated on the effective date of this

subsection.

(END)
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Based upon the sample Illinois vehicle code provisions submitted with the request, I

drafted the attached bill to allow organ transport vehicles to be equipped with red and
blue flashing lights and a siren, and to be exempt from certain traffic restrictions in
the same manner as other authorized emergency vehicles. The bill would therefore

allow organ transport vehicles, in certain circumstances and when warning devices are

activated, to exceed the speed limit and to disregard restrictions relating to traffic
signals, parking, and direction of vehicle travel. See s. 346.03 (Z)Ystats. Although
exempt from these traffic restrictions, an organ transport vehicle must still be driven
with due regard under the circumstances for the safety of all persons. See s. 346.03
(5),’stats. Are these provisions consistent with your intent?

Also, in the attached bill, a vehicle is allowed the privileges of an authorized emergency
vehicle if the vehicle is being used by an organ procurement organization or under an
agreement with an organ procurement organization and the vehicle is transporting
organs for human transplantation or transporting medical personnel for the purpose
of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation immediately after the
transportation. The attached bill does not incorporate language from the sample
Ilinois vehicle code requiring the organ procurement organization or medical

personnel to formally declare that the transportation is an emergency. Is this
consistent with your intent?

Aaron R. Gary
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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Based upon the sample Illinois vehicle code provisions submitted with the request, I
drafted the attached bill to allow organ transport vehicles to be equipped with red and
blue flashing lights and a siren, and to be exempt from certain traffic restrictions in
the same manner as other authorized emergency vehicles. The bill would therefore
allow organ transport vehicles, in certain circumstances and when warning devices are
activated, to exceed the speed limit and to disregard restrictions relating to traffic
signals, parking, and direction of vehicle travel. See s. 346.03 (2), stats. Although
exempt from these traffic restrictions, an organ transport vehicle must still be driven
with due regard under the circumstances for the safety of all persons. See s. 346.03
(5), stats. Are these provisions consistent with your intent?

Also, in the attached bill, a vehicle is allowed the privileges of an authorized emergency
vehicle if the vehicle is being used by an organ procurement organization or under an
agreement with an organ procurement organization and the vehicle is transporting
organs for human transplantation or transporting medical personnel for the purpose
- of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation immediately after the
‘transportation. The attached bill does not incorporate language from the sample
Illinois vehicle code requiring the organ procurement organization or medical
personnel to formally declare that the transportation is an emergency. Is this
consistent with your intent?

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926 _
E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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March 30, 2001
MEMORANDUM
‘To: Representative Stone
From: Arron R. Gary, Attorney
Re: LRB-1219 Blue lights on vehicle transportiﬁg organs for tfansplantation

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carefully to ensure that it is
accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction,
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this
memorandum to our office.  If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program
assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing.

x JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

If you have any questions concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted,
please contact me at (608) 261-6926 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum.

If the last paragraph of the analysis states that a fiscal estimate will be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the
attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. Please note
that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of

this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estimate on this
version before it is introduced.

Please call our program assistants at 266-3561 if you have any questlons regarding this -
memorandum.



