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LRB Number 01-3037/2 |Introduction Number AB-496 Estimate Type  Updated

Subject

College tuition vouchers for students who play taps at a military honors funeral

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

According to the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, 2,978 military honors funerals were held last year
(9/1/00 - 8/31/01). The DVA does not have prior year data. Taps were performed at each of these services.
However DVA does not have an estimate of the proportion of services at which taped music was used versus a
live performance. Moreover, DVA does not keep a list of persons who perform Taps at military funerals. There
is no provision in the proposed legislation directing voucher recipients to a particular postsecondary school or
any provision to limit the use (set a maximum) of vouchers in any one postsecondary system. In addition, AB
496 does not limit the number of vouchers any individual may redeem in a given year or in total.

WTCS's estimate of the potential impact of AB 496 assumes, therefore, that all military honors funerals include
a live performance of Taps, that all providers of said performances receive and redeem a $25 tuition voucher,
and that all vouchers would be redeemed at WTCS institutions. If all vouchers were redeemed within a year of
issuance, these assumptions would result in a maximum of 3,000 vouchers redeemed at WTCS institutions
each year. This estimate does not attempt to calculate the variance in voucher redemptions from year to year
that would occur as recipients accumulate and redeem vouchers over time.

Although not required by AB 496, WTCS's estimate assumes that administration of the voucher program would
be the responsibility of another agency (DVA) and that agency would be charged with the responsibility of
designing and producing vouchers that could not be duplicated or forged. WTCS also assumes that the
administrative agency (not WTCS) would have the responsibility of creating a system by which colleges and
universities could easily verify the validity of vouchers submitted for redemption. If no administrative agency is
designated and no validation procedures are required, the possibility of abuse is increased. Under such
circumstances, any fiscal effect estimate based on the number of actual military funerals performed could
significantly underestimate the cost or lost revenues resulting from this program.,

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
Annual lost tuition revenues for WTCS districts: approx. 3,000 vouchers issued * $25 = $75,000 annually.
It is assumed that districts would reallocate resources to cover the cost of internal account administration fora

state tuition voucher program. However, depending on the actual level of lost tuition revenues, WTCS districts
may also have to reallocate resources to cover budget shorifalls resulting from this annual revenue loss.
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