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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DOT 2/4/02

LRB Number 01-3804/1 Introduction Number AB-743 IEstimate Type  Original

Subject

Statewide trauma system

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill extends the date of termination for a 13-member State Trauma Advisory Council from July 1, 2002 to
July 1, 2004. It also requires the DHFS to develop regional trauma advisory councils as it develops a Statewide
Trauma Care System.

This bill transfers $185,000 in FY2002 and $500,000 in FY2003 in federal Section 402 highway safety funds
from the Department of Transportation (DOT) to the Department of Health and Family Services (DHFS). These
transter funds would be used for 2.0 PR project positions at DHFS for purposes related to the Statewide
Trauma Care System. These transfer funds would also be used by DHFS for expenses of regional advisory
trauma councils, limited to $25,000 in FY2002 and $50,000 in FY2003. These transfer funds would also be
used by DHFS to provide grants to regional advisory trauma councils, limited to $290,000 in FY2003.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

The federal Section 402 highway safety grant program is heavily regulated by the U.S. Department of
Transportation (USDOT). If this bill is enacted, USDOT may determine that this transfer is an inappropriate
reallocation of federal highway safety funds since it is inconsistent with the federal FY2002 Wisconsin Highway
Safety Performance Plan (HSPP), which was submitted by Wisconsin DOT on August 31, 2001.

USDOT could intervene and withhold approval of the federal FY2003 Wisconsin HSPP if it reflects the
$500,000 transfer required under this bill. Failure to have a USDOT-approved HSPP would jeopardize the
availability of all federal Section 402 highway safety funds, which totaled over $3 million in federal FY2002.

By state law, at least 50% of Wisconsin's federal highway safety funds must be allocated to local units of
government. Failure to have a USDOT-approved HSPP in federal FY2003 would jeopardize the availability of
perhaps as much as $1.5 million in federal Section 402 highway safety funds to local units of government.



