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. 'Tax Me More Fund' creates a stir - The Washington Times
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From: Miller, Steve

Sent: Wednesday, December 12, 2001 2:43 PM
To: ~ Shovers, Marc; Kreye, Joseph '

Cc: Grant, Peter

Subject: FW: ‘Tax Me More Fund'
Please let me know who should receive this request.

SRM

From: Reiman, Greg

Sent: Wednesday, December 12, 2001 2:26 PM

To: Miller, Steve
Cc: Walker, Scott

Subject: Tax Me More Fund'

Hi Steve:

Scott Walker would like a bill drafted that would create a fund for people who feel that they are not taxed
enough to send in a voluntary contribution to the State of Wisconsin. This fund would be used specifically to
offset the state's budget deficit. This bill should include a mechanism that would allow people to send their
contribution to a fund to be called the "Tax Me More Fund".

Steve, this is not a joke.
Thank you.

Greg Reiman

Office of Representative Scott Walker

266-9180

See the attached article about how Arkansas did this.

SITE SEARCH

Front Page
Nation/Politics
World
Commentary
Opinion/Editorial
Metropolitan
Sports

Business
Technology

12/12/2001

December 10, 2001

‘'Tax Me More Fund' creates a stir

CLASSIFIEDS | ARCHIVES | SUBSCRIBE | CONTACT US | ABOUT TWT

By Donald Lambro

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

They're chuckling, cheering and chafing in Arkansas these

days over Gov. Mike Huckabee's novel idea for raising more

ce

o

Far Home
Hortharn

AP BREA
Updated al
* US Force

Taliban, /
* Sept. 11 |
Arlington
+ Senate P
Microsoft
» Officials [
Knows St

« FBI Arres
Follower

1Pl BRE
Updated af
* Report: N



Entertainment
Culture
Weather

Business Times
Family Times

Auto Weekend
Wash. Weekend
Books

Home Guide

Arts

Nat'l Weekly Edition

MARKETPLACE

Classifieds

Gift Guide

Tourist Guide

Int'l Special Reports
Advertiser Index

12/12/2001

. 'Tax Me More Fund' creates a stir -- The Washington Times

taxes: He's inviting taxpayers who want to pay more to do so.

The Republican governor, who  {top stories

appears to be a shoo-in for a second
term next year, has set up the "Tax
Me More Fund" to give voters who
think they are not taxed enough the
chance to send more money to the

* 1st terror indictment
issued

* Tribal forces trap bin
Laden's foreign troops
¢ Afghan wants to try

state. Omar in home court
Mr. Huckabee's opponents in the {e U.S. says tribunals just

news media and in the state for terror leaders
legislature were nearly apoplectic * U.S. to pull out of Anti-
when he announced the creation of  |Ballistic Missile Treaty
the fund, but the governor says he is |* Delay eyes majority

not fazed. "I'm having way too much |leader post .
fun," he says. * Father files grievance

"The press is mad at me-and some 12¥&" pledge

of the liberals in the legislature are furious and have resorted
to name-calling, but the people understand it. They get the
whole deal," the governor said in a telcphone interview.

"I have not had one person come up to me and say 'I
haven't been paying enough in taxes and my wife and I feel
guilty we aren't paying enough,' " he said with a chuckle.

Since the fund was announced, he says the Department of
Finance and Administration has collected "a whopping $260."
And that's the point that Mr. Huckabece says his tongue-in-
cheek idea makes loud and clear: Most people do not want
their taxes raised.

"What it does is expose the hypocrisy of the liberals
because they want to raise taxes as long as someone else has
to pay for them. Our state law does not prohibit someone
from paying more. So if they believe it would make them feel
better to contribute more, then I want them to write as
generous a check as they can to make themselves feel good,"
Mr. Huckabee said.

"I have a pocketful of pre-addressed envelopes for them to
mail in their checks. If someone in the legislature comes up to
me and talks about a tax increase, I pull out an envelope and
say mail it in. They just shake their head," he said.

Like most states during the current economic slump,
Arkansas has seen its tax revenues [(all, resulting in a $142
million deficit this year, equaling about 4 percent of the state's
budget. But Mr. Huckabee has resisted calls for a special
session of the legislature to consider new taxes.

"My feeling is everyone in Arkansas is having to adjust to
the downturn in the economy and every business is doing the
same. Asking Arkansas to cough up more money during a
recession is like asking a bleeding hemophiliac to donate a
pint of blood to the Red Cross," he said.

The governor's political opponents have attacked him with
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a vengeance. Sen. John Riggs, a Little Rock Democrat, has
called Mr. Huckabee "a clown,"” and former Democratic
Govs. Dale Bumpers and David Pryor say that the fund is not
a serious solution to the state's budget shortfall.

But Mr. Huckabee, whose job approval ratmgs are running

~over 70 percent, has been cheered on the campaign trail

whenever he raises the tax issue and pulls out his pre-address
envelopes to the Tax Me More Fund.

"The point that the people of Arkansas get clearly right
now is they are struggling to hold their jobs, pay their rent,
make a car payment and put a piece of baloney between two
slices of bread for lunch," he said.

Mr. Huckabee's political success with his tax fund has not
gone unnoticed among campaign strategists elsewhere, some
of whom think it could be used in other gubernatorial
campaigns.

"I think he has come up with a kind of clever ploy that has
the liberals sputtering,” said Stephen Moore, president of the
Club for Growth, which supports candidates who favor tax
cuts.

"There is going to be increasing muttering about raising
taxes in next year's campaigns, and this type of approach by
Huckabee might be a good way to stop the 11berals in their
tracks," Mr. Moore said.

< Back to Nation/Politics
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AN AcT ...; relating to: creating a fund to reduce state revenue shortfalls and

authorizing voluntary taxpayer contributions to the fund.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill creates a separate nonlapsible trust fund to whic any taxpayer may 1—/
%contribute any amount of money, The fund is called the tax-me“more fund.and

2
amounts contributed to the fund may be usedlto reduce the state’s revenue

shortfalls.

The bill also requires the department of revenue to include on its income and
income and franchise tax returns a statement that a taxpayer may contribute any
amount to the trust fund and that the contributions reduce a taxpayer’s refund or
increase the taxpayer’s tax liability.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

v

SECTION 1. 16.502 of the statutes is created to read:

@ 16.502 Transfers to the general fund from the tax\!/me—lﬁlore fund. Ifthe

v
secretary determines under s. 16.50 (7) (a) that previously authorized expenditures
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SECTION 1
will exceed revenues in the current or forthcoming fiscal year by more than 0.5% of
the estimated general purpose revenue appropriations for that fiscal year, the
secretary shall transfer all moneys in the ta}i,me\{’more fund to the general fund.

SECTION 2. 2?.17 (1) (ty) of the statutes is created to read:

25.17 (1) (ty) Tax%ne%ore fund (s. 25\./5138);

SECTION 3. 23/.38 of the statutes is created to read:

25.38 Tax{/m more fund. There is established a separate nonlapsible trust
fund designated asfthe ta:i-l'me\-},more fund, to consist of all moneys contributed by
taxpayers for the purpose of reducing the state’s revenue shortfalls. Moneys in the
fund may Wo make the transfer under é. 16‘302.

SECTION 4. 73.03 (5’5 of the statutes is created to read:

73.03 (57) To include on income tax return forms and income and franchise tax
return forms a statement that a taxpayer may contribute any amount to the tax\ymedi
more fund under s. 25 38, that such contributions reduce a taxpayer s refund or
increase the taxpayer_’s liability, and that the fund mafor reducing the
state’s revenue shortfalls. All of the proceeds generated by taxpayer contributions

shall be deposited into the fund.
SECTION 5. Initial applicability.
| (1) This act first applies to taxable years beginning on January 1 (;f the year
in which this subsez/tion takes effect, except that if this subsection takes effect after

July 31, this act first applies to taxable years beginning on J anuary 1 of the year

following the year in which this subsection takes effect.

(END)
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AN ACT to create 16.502, 25. 17 (1) (ty), 25.38 and 73.08 (57) of the statutes
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contmbutlons to the fund.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill creates a separate nonlapsible trust fund to which any taxpayer may
contribute any amount of money. The fund is called the tax~-me-more fund, and
“amounts contributed to the fund may be used only to reduce the state’s revenue
~ shortfalls.  Cpa®) ,orc/w@ %velafes't ‘vfar.v_ |

The bill also requlres the department of revenu/e)to T

emeaent a1 ,'w

For further 1nformat10n see the state fiscal estlmate which w1ll be prlnted as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows :

4 B SECTION 1. 16.502 of the statutes is created to read: |
5 ) 16.502 Transfers to the general fund from the tax-me-more fund. Ifthe X

6 secretary determines under s. 16.50 (7) (a) that previously authorized expenditures
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BILL | | | SECTION 1
will exceed revenues in the current or forthcoming fiscal year by more than 0.5% of
the e_stiinated 'general purpose revenue appropriations for that fiscal year, the
sacretary shall transférall moneys in the tax—me—more fund to the general fund.

SECTION 2 25.17 (1) (ty) of the statutes is created td read:

25.17 (1) (ty) Tax—meQmore fund (s. 25.38);

SEcTION 3. 25.38 of the statutes is created to read:

25.38 Tax—me—more fund. There is established a separate nonlapsible tru‘st

fund designated as the tax—me-more fund, to consist of all mdneys contributed by

taxpayers for the purpose of ‘reducing the state’s revenue shortfalls. Moneys in the

fund may be used only to make the transfer under s. 16.502.

SECTION 4, 73.03 (57) of the statutes is created to read:

-73.03 (57) fu' nc[udé on income tax return forms and income and franchise

(return forms a statement That-a_taxpayer may contribute any amount to the

tax—me—more fund under s. 25.38, that. such veatributions—veduce 3 taxpayer’s

| refund or increase the taxpayer’s.liab i y, and that the fund may$keused only for

reducing the state’s revenue shortfalls. All of the proceeds generated by taxpayer

coftributions shall be deposited into the fund.\

SECTION.5. Initial applicability.

(1) This act firstapplies to taxableJears beginning on¥qnuary 1-of th year
in which this subsection takes effee except that if this subsecfiof takeg effect after
July 31, this aetfirst applies to taxable years beginning on January 1 of thewyear

ion takes’effect.

follewing the ye

(END)
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’ @ To prepare envelopes that are addressed to the department, for distribution to

4
any interested person, into which the person may place a contribution to the

tax—me—more fund under s. 25.t\
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100 NORTH HAMILTON STREET

5TH FLOOR
Grage R MADISON, Wl 53701-2067 LEGALFAR " loon)50s-c0ap
January 10, 2002
MEMORANDUM
To: Representative Walker
From: Marc E. Shovers, Senior Legislative Attorney
Re: LRB-4417/2 Allow taxpayer contributions to a deficit reduction fund

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carefully to ensure that it is
accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction,
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this
memorandum to our office. If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program
assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing. :

JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

f you have any questions concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted,
pl€ase contact me at (608) 266-0129 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum.

If the last paragraph of the analysis states that a fiscal estimate will be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the
attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. Please note
that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of
this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estimate on this
version before it is introduced.

Please call our program assistants at 266-3561 if you have any questions regarding this
" memorandum.



