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AMENDMENT TO" LDC2599:

n-Act-to Establish:Fairer-Prescription-Drug-Prices
SPONSORED:BY SENATOR'CHELLIE:PINGREEZ

Our goal is to provide citizens immediate relief from the high cost of prescription drugs and

time to negotiate the high cost of prescription drugs down to an affordable and accessible
level.

Establishes the Maine Rx Program

» The State serves as a pharmaceutical benefit manager (PBM) for the estimated 325,000
Maine residents who have no prescription drug benefit as part of a private or public health
insurance program. Those residents would be eligible to receive a Maine Rx card.

¢ Maine residents may being using the Maine Rx card and receive discounts on January 1, 2001
at participating retail pharmacies in Maine.

» Discounts increase as the State enters into rebate agreements with drug manufacturers.

Holders of the Maine Rx card receive the benefit of manufacturer rebates, less minimal
program administration costs.

Prevents Profiteering in Prescription Drugs and Manufacturer Retaliation Against the New Law
e A manufacturer or distributor of prescription drugs who charges an excessive price for

X prescription drugs or who restricts the supply of prescription drugs in the State many be

¥’ assessed a civil penalty of up to $100,000 for each such action. Courts may grant injunctions

preventing such sales and award triple damages, costs of suit, and reasonable expert and
attorney’s fees.

Interstate Cooperation

« The state is authorized to enter into agreements with governments of other jurisdictions and

with other public and private entities in order to ensure access to affordable prescription drugs
for Maine residents.

Provides for Emergency Prescription Drug Prices

e By January 5, 2003, the State will determine whether prescription drug prices paid under the
¥ Maine Rx program are reasonably comparable to the lowest prescription drug prices paid in
& the State (taking into consideration the federal supply schedule and prices paid by large

purchasers). If the prices are not reasonably comparable, the State wn!l set maximum prices
for prescription drugs by July 1, 2003.

Creates the Prescription Drug Advisory Commission

o The 12 member commission consists of members of the public including senior citizen
advocates, prescribing members of the medical community, pharmacists, and administrative
officials. The commission reviews access to prescription drugs for all Maine residents of the
State, advises the Commissioner of Human Services on the implementation of the programs

established by the new law, and reports annually to the Legislature and the Governor
regarding affordable access to prescription drugs.

Pharmacy Participation
+ Participation by pharmacies in the Maine Rx Program is optional.
Noge e An additicnal professional fee of $3.00 is paid to pharmacies for each prescription filled.
o The State guarantees timely payment of rebates and dispensing fees to pharmacies.

FORMORE INFORMATION CONTACT SENATOR PINGREE’S OFFICE AT 207-287-1515



APPROVED CHAPTER

ilw 786
BY GOVERNER PUBLIC LAW
STATE OF MAINE ’ '
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND

S.Po 1026 - L.D-

2599

An Act to Establish Fairer Pricing for Prescription Drugs

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

PART A

Sec.A-L 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§47-E is enacted to read:

47-E. Prescription Expenses/ 22 _MRSA
Nonsalaried
or Nonpaid
Public
Members

Sec. A-2. 22 MRSA §254-B, as enacted by PL 1999, c. 431, §1,

repealed.

is-

Sec. A-3. 22 MRSA c.603 is énacted ‘to read:

CHAPTER 603

PRESCRIPTION DRUG ACCESS

SUBCHAPTER I
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or labeler.

The

cer
department  shall  protect  the

of

all information _subiject to

confidentiality

confidentiality protection under state or federal law, rule
or reaulation,
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B SUBCHAPTER 11
PRE IPTION DR PRI RED ION A
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_54 Staffing, The department shall provide staffing for the
commission,

mpen ion Public members n herwi 2om

n ed
by their employers or other entities whom they represent are
entitled to recejve reimbursement of necessary expenses and a per
diem equal to the legislative per diem for their attendance at

. " Tssi A
: on. . . . ission
2 . .

WMWMMA&MMLM

Maine may be established pursuant to this section.

. . . ) wi
vi '.___] lergency T . .g L . Lng

maxi r il
prices for prescription drugas and to the procedures for

A;__BIT_Jglx__lL__2QQ1L_Jﬂui_4kﬂuu:nep:__shall__gdggt__nu%QE
procedures for phasing out or

terminati . tail
th__ggmmissigngn__ihall7 consult with and consider the

By January 5., 2003, the commissioner shall determipe
whetl t t of Dt ] 3 ided lifiea
mwh&_ﬂﬂnux_PmMmiu_m_mbm
this determination the following provisions apply.

(1) The cwu_mm_mmmg

recent 6-month perjod for which data is available,

£ which
vi 100 drugs for

i W
which the total cost was the highest.

9-4030(17)




{3) For each prescription druq listed in subparagraph
issioner shall rmin £ h
Qrug for qualified residents provided those drugs under
the Maine Rx Program on a certain date. The average

cost for each such drug must be calculated,

issi i low
f h dr i n rch L on h i

purchased through the Maine Rx Program. The average

{5) If the average cost for one or more prescription

drugs under the Maine Rx Program as determined in

average lowest cost for the same drug or drugs as
: : h - —

_ i r r 11

iption 1 imum

sSubparagraph must take effect July 1, 2003,

D » r i
substantive rules as defined in Title 5,

n r jor
chapter 375,

L—Sﬂls.ct_ms_cumnn_dmg In making a determination

i
of prescription drugs if that
list is representative of the prescription drug needs of the

residents of the State and is made public as part of the process

3.  Public health or welfare. The commissioner may take

severe limitation or shortage of -ot lack  of

prescription drugs in the State that could threa
i I W :

-access to
ten or endanager
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4, Appeals, A retailer of prescription drugs may appeal
the maximum retail price of a prescription drug established

pursuant to this section in accordance with the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act,
vi ion of the maximum retail prices
established under this section is a violation of the Maine Unfair
i A
4 Rul ki
With i £ r ign i i h r_a

major substantive rules, rules adopted pursuant to this
subchapter are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5,

) ‘ P] JION DR
2697 i i i ipti

Prescription drugs are a necessity of life,
prescription druds is unlawful and is subject to
» - v - ) -
manufacturers, distributors and labelers of prescription drugs,

Profiteering in
the provisions

i
context otherwise jndjcates. the following terms have the

A. __"Labeler" —“lﬁﬂﬂﬁ——ﬂn—inn.tx_&:_pgmn__ma_t_mw
mm—ﬂmgﬁ_ﬂam_a_mmgwwumg
under 2] Code of Federal Requlations, 207.20 (1999).

i n

drugs and includes a subsidiary or affiliate of a
manufacturer, :

i i £

prescription drugs epngaqes in_ illegal
manufacturer, distributor or labeler:

B, Exacts or demands prices or terms that 1lead to

profiteerinaga if that

any

11-4030(17)




C. Discriminates unreasonably against any person

in the
sale, exchange, distribution or handling of prescription
i iv i :
v 1imi r ri
sale or dlStrlbUthﬂ of prescrlptlon drugs in this State in
rovi

L_Jlsnt_o__as_tm_mﬂ_damgae& The State may bring a

c1v1l actlon in District Court or Superior Court for a direct or

1i ] I 1 1 r ] £ F thi
§nngh§gtg;¢___lng;e is a right to a jury trial in any action
brought 1n Superior Court under thlS section. If the State

and the costs of suit, includina necessary and reasonable

1
attorney's fees, For a willful or repeated violation of this

1 istri
! ] Stat ! 11 in] 3 ti
4., Civil violation. Each violation of this section is a
C1v11 violation for whlch the AttorneV' GQﬂg[ﬁl_Jnix;_QbLQLBA__;g

including necessary and I i i i
Ieasonable expert fees and reasonable attornev's feesg.
3. Unfair trade practice. A violation of this section is
- 2 . : n

The Attorney General. upon _the Attorney General's own
initiative or upon petitiop of the commissioner or of 50 or more

LQ5Ldgntﬁ—Qﬁ—th3—5Lﬁtﬁ#—ihﬁll—lnlgitlgitgm§u52§gtgd violations of
this subchapter. o

called upon to testify to produce hooks,

records or
correspondence are public or Drlvate at the choice of the person

12-4030(17)



N

summoned and must be held in the county where the act to be
investigated js alleged to_ have been committed, or if _the
investigation is on petition, it must be held in the county in
which the petitioners reside, The expense of the investigation
must be pajd from the appropriation provided in Title 5, section

203,
A Justice of the Superior Court may bv' order,

upon

clierd d o X L gl 5 d A
Superior Court. Any fajlure to obey such an order
punishable by that court as a contempt.

may be

Sec. A-4. Agreements with governments of other Jurisdictions and other entities.
The State may negotiate and enter into purchasing alliances and
regional strategies with the governments of other jurisdictions
and with other public and private entities for the purpose of
reducing prescription drug prices for residents of the State.

Sec. A-5. Findings; intent; purpose.
1. Findings. The Legislature makes the following findings.

A. Pharmaceutical companies are charging the citizens of
Maine excessive prices for prescription drugs, denying Maine
citizens access to medically necessary health care and
thereby threatening their health and safety. Many Maine
citizens are admitted to or treated at hospitals each year
because they can not afford the ‘drugs prescribed for them

that could have prevented the need for hospitalization.
Many others must enter expensive institution

al care settings
because they can not afford their necessary prescription

drugs that could have supported them outside of an
institution. All Maine citizens are threatened by the
possibility that when they need medically necessary

prescription drugs most they may be unable to afford their
doctor's recommended treatment.

B. Citizens of Maine and other Americans pay the highest
prices in the world for prescription drugs, prices that

result in extremely high profits for pharmaceutical
companies. :

C. Prescription drug costs represent the fastest growing
item in health care and are a driving force in rapidly
increasing hospital costs and insurance rates.

13-4030(17)




D. Excessive pricing for prescription drugs threatens
Maine's ability to assist with the health care costs of
Maine citizens, undermines the financial capacity of Maine
communities to meet the educational needs of Maine children,
hurts the ability of the Maine business community to provide
health ‘insurance coverage to Maine's work force and has ja
negative effect on Maine's economy. The Legislature finds
that affordability is critical in providing access to
prescription drugs for Maine residents.

2. Intent. It is the intent of the Legislature to provide

access for all Maine citizens to medically necessary prescription
drugs at the lowest possible prices.

3. Purpose. This law is enacted by the Legislature as a
positive measure to make prescription drugs more affordable for
Maine residents, thereby increasing the overall health of our
families, benefiting employers and employees and the fiscal

strength of our society, promoting healthy communities and
increasing the public health and welfare.

Sec. A-6. Appointments; first meeting of Prescription Drug Advisory
Commission. All appointments must be completed no later than 30
days following the effective date of this Act. The appointing
authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the
Legislative Council upon making their appointments. The Chair of
the Legislative Council shall call the first meeting of the
commission within 30 days after notification that appointments
have been completed. At the first meeting of the commission, the
members shall select a chair from among the members.

Sec. A-7. Working capital advance. Notwithstanding the
Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 1511,
section 1512, the State Controller is authorized to advance to
the Maine Rx Dedicated Fund in the Department of Human Services
$4,582,500 from the Trust Fund for a Healthy Maine no later than
January 1, 2001. These funds may be allotted by financial order
upon the recommendation of the State Budget Officer and approval
of the Governor. These fumds must be returned to the Trust Fund

for a Healthy Maine from the Maine Rx Dedicated Fund no later
than June 30, 2005.

Maine
subsection 3 and

Sec. A-8. Appropriation.

The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to ca

Iry out the purposes of this Part.

2000-01
HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF

14-4030(17)




B

Maine Rx Program

Positions - Legislative Count
Personal Services
All Other

Provides for the one-time
appropriation of funds to
establish the Maine Rx
Program, including the .
establishment of 6 additional
positions . and ‘related
operating costs, for outreach
activities, to contract for
claims management services
and for costs associated with

the issuance of prescription
cards.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
TOTAL

ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE

Administration - Attorney General

Positions - Legislative Count
Personal Services
All Other

TOTAL

Provides one-time funds for
one Assistant Attorney
General position and related
operating costs due to the

establishment of the Maine Rx
Program. g

Fair Drug Pricing Contingent Account

All Other

Provides one-time funds to
support 1litigation costs
associated with the Maine Rx
Program. ‘Any balance
remaining at the end of each
fiscal year may not lapse but

15-4030(17)

(6.000)
$148,330
502,750

$651,080

(1.000)
$46,745
5,340

52,085

$130,000



must be carried forward to be
used for the same purpose.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

TOTAL $182,085
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $833,165

Sec. A-9. Allocation.

The following funds are allocated from the
Other Special Revenue

funds to carry out the purposes of this

Part.
2000-01

PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL
REGULATION, DEPARTMENT OF
Licensing and Enforcement

All Other $2,.500

Provides for the allocation of funds for the

costs associated with the Maine Board of

Pharmacy to adopt rules associated with the

Maine Rx Program.

PART B

Sec. B-1. 22 MRSA §254, sub-§8, as corrected by RR 1999, c. 1, §27,
is amended to read:

8. Drug rebate program. Effective May 1, 1992, payment

must be denied for drugs from manufacturers that do not enter
into a rebate agreement with the department for prescription
drugs ' included in the 1list of approved drugs under this
program. Each agreement must provide that the pharmaceutical
manufacturer make rebate payments for both the basic and

supplemental components of the program to the department
according to the following schedule.

A-r---s'e-r---the—--pe-r—i-e&—-beg—i—rmi—ng—-%a—yn--l—r-—Lg-g-z--—a»aé--eaéiag
Sep‘eembef-ae-,—i9927--t*1e--r-e-ba-t-e--pe{-eent-age--i-s-—eq-u-a-L—t-e-LL‘%.-ef-
éhe—mamx—fae—tu—r—e—r—'-s—-wbeles—a—]:e-vp-r-iee—-f—o-r——t—he--te-t-a—l——mmbe—p-eé
desage—mi—t—s—-e-ﬁ--eae-h---fe-rm--a-ad-—-s-t-r-e-ng-t-h--eE--a--psesesip‘e-i—ea
drug-—-t-ha{--the—depastmen-e-fepefés-as--r-ei-mbwr-sed--t-e-—pseviéefs
of--presoription- -d»r—ug-sr—psev-iéeé--pment-s-—ape-ﬂe-t~-due-—un‘eil
3O-days--f-o-LLow-i-ag-—t-be-maﬂaéae-tuiefJs—-r-eee-i-p-t—-e-ﬁ--u‘e-i-liaaéiea
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data--supplied-by--the--department-iaciuding--the -number--of
dosage-1HH-t6--reimbursed - £o--providers-of--prescripticon-drugs
during-the-period-£fer-which-payment-is—duer

B. For the quarters beginning October 1, 1992, the rebate
percentage is equal to the percentage recommended by the
federal Health Care Financing Administration of the
manufacturer's wholesale price for the total number of
dosage units of each form and strength of a prescription
drug that the department reports as reimbursed to providers
of prescription drugs, provided payments are not due until
30 days following the manufacturer's receipt of utilization
data supplied by the department, including the number of
dosage units reimbursed to providers of prescription drugs
" @during the period for which payments are due.

C. Beginning October 1, 1998, the department shall seek to
achieve an aggregate . rebate amount from all rebate
agreements that is 6 percentage points higher than that
required by paragraph B of this subsection, provided such
rebates result in a net increase in the rebate revenue
available to the elderly low-cost drug program. In the
event the department is not able .to achieve the rebate
amount required by this paragraph without compromising the
best interest of recipients of the elderly low-cost drug
program, it shall report to the joint standing committee of
the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human
services matters and the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having Jjurisdiction over appropriations and

financial affairs in the First Regular Session of the 119th
Legislature.

Upon receipt of data from the department, the pharmaceutical
manufacturer shall calculate the gquarterly payment. If a
discrepancy .is discovered, the department may, at its expense,
hire a mutually agreed-upon independent auditor to verify the
pharmaceutical manufacturer's calculation. If a discrepancy is
still £found, the pharmaceutical manufacturer shall justify its
calculation or make payment’ to the department for any additional
amount due. The pharmaceutical manufacturer may, at its expense,
hire a mutually agreed-upon independent auditor to verify the
accuracy of the utilization data provided by the department. If
a discrepancy is discovered, the. department shall justify its

~data or refund any excess payment to the pharmaceutical

manufacturer.

If the dispute over the rebate amount is not resolved, a request

for a hearing with supporting documentation must be submitted to
the Administrative Hearings Unit. Failure to resolve the dispute

17-4030(17)




may be cause for terminating the drug rebate agreement and
denying payment to the pharmaceutical manufacturer for any drugs.
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EBEEES—éa{e—iﬂk—&gfeemeﬁb—PBESB&HE-te-%#ﬁ&##ﬁﬂﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁkﬁ*—bh&b-apﬁeaf
ea--t-h-e—-a-pp-swed-—l-i-sb-e-f--d-rugs—-mst--be--i-nmed-i—a—t-e-ly——av&i—h-b ~and
Ehe—fﬁﬁﬂbdaﬁ—éhe—ékﬁﬁﬁkﬁmﬂﬁi—be—{fﬁﬂﬂnHﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬂﬂi-iS—%EH?*HH{HHH&—GS
any-—qx*ﬂaﬁ&ﬁésu&y—«ep——§£ie{-—4naﬂuxﬁkﬁﬂakn%-—£equifemenésv Any
prescription drug of a manufacturer that does not enter into an
-agreement is not reimbursable unless the department determines
"the prescription drug is essentialy :

All

. L. . r
on the list of approved drugs under this program must be

] cost of the druds must be
Ieimbursed and is not subiect to anvy r i i i

authorization requirements, except as

provided in this

for prescription drugs pursuant to section 2693, the department
shall adopt rules for the elderly low-cost druga proaram requiring
the use of a drug formularvy and prior authorization for the

defined in Title 5, chapter 375,

subchapter II-A.
Sec. B-2. 22 MRSA §254, sub-§8-A is enacted to read:

under subsection 8. For the purposes of this

) ans an entity or p \'4
prescription druas from a manufacturer

or wholesaler and

%
label e £ he federal Food ard ministrati or
21 Code of Federal Requlations. 207.20 (1999), .

Sec. B-3. 22 MRSA §3174-Y is enacted to read:

prior authorization for the dispensina of druas  provided £rom
manufacturers and labelers who do not enter into agreements with

18-4030(17)




the department under section 2681, subsection 3.

For the purposes
of this section, "labeler" means an_ entity or person that
receives prescription drugs from a_ manufacturer or wholesaler and

[epackages those drugs for later retail sale and that has a
labeler code from the federal Food and Drug Administration under
21 Code of Federal Regulationg, 207,20 (1999),

19-4030(17)




Table 1: Vhine Serors Pay Significantly Higher Retail Prices for Prescription Drugs

"Than Consummers in Canada or Mexico.
Prescription | US Dusageand | Canadian | Mexican | Mhine | Canada-MaineMexico !
Drug Form Retall | Retal | Retail Price Price
Price Price Price | Differential | Differential
Zocor 5mg, 60 tablets 97 | w19 | S1839R2| 136% 120%
Ticid 20mg (Otblets | $5235 | 3961 | $11796| 125% 198%
Prilosec 201me 30 cap. $351 | $046 | $11189| 109% B0
Relafen 50ng 100tblets| $5955 | $4926 | $11639| 9% 136%
Zoloft Ong 10tbets | $12441 | $1552 | RI38 % 3%
PocadiaXL  {30mg 100tabets | $72.82 $8778 | $11885 6% 3%
Fosamex 10mg 0tblets | $45.01 %133 | %6166 3% 0%
Vasoto 10ng 100tbats | $7B342 | $5708 | 9640 31% %
Norvase 5, 90tablets $8771 | . $808 | $11L71 2% %
' 240 gs | $14270 | 14 | $17499| 4% | o
A Differential 2% 102%

Minority Staff Report Committee on Government Reform and Oversight
US House of Representative, October 24, 1998 )
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AMARKET DECISIONS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact : Market Decisions
April 14, 2000 . 207-767-0440
Curtis Mildner ext 108
. Dr. Brian Roberizon ext 149

A new Market Decisions sul for Times indicates the ave Maine
household spent $118 durl Nst‘o p&%ﬂ' months on prescription drugs and a
majarity favar govemmnnt to control prescription drug prices.

The study was conducted among 401 randomly chosen Maine residents from
April S to ‘ﬁnl 12, 2000. The sampling emor associated with this survey is plus
or minue 5%. The resuits of this survey are considered reprounhtwe of the
adult age population of Maine as a whale.

: "Malnenwhommmumormmwhohavah prescription

a?onul re particularly concerned about the cost of prescription
dmgc ut virtually all Mainers favor government invelvement in

niluencing or eonlnmng costs”, commented Curtis Mildner, President of
Mndmt Decisions

"W- were su. riudlom that Mainsrs who had insurance or did not see
thceoctofpm ption drugs as a hardship aigg fevored s

gowmmmt
role In influencing or tion drug prices”, said Dr. Brian
Robertson, Rn:gmhnm' n..:.'? Docmons'.m

« Maine househoids paid an avonge of $118 during the past 3 months for
'~ prescriptions — an average of $3¢ per month,

1 ' COURTESY OF
CHELLIE PINGREE
DISTRICT #12



a s n ove ro

« Again, women were more ifkely to favor efforts to control pricing. Seventy-six
percent of female respondent Indicated they would support the idea of the
state sztlmg a maximum for drug prices, compared to only 69% of male
respondents.

«~ Support for the state setting drug prices was higher among those who were
currently NOT covered by health insurance. it was also h%her smong those

indicating the cost of prescription drugs was a burden on their household.



incg Mai ik t o as
hargship -

CANNUAI Houaehold | Y Indicating cost of

income - d wWas a
crrr— rdshl
"$10,000 - 320,000 AL ] 8% |
50,000~ $50 000 1A%
"$60,000 - S70.000 5% |
> 390,000 7%

» The percentage of respondents whe indicated the coat of

prescription drugs
was a burden generally decreased with income.

Support for this Idea is strong across all ages and incomes.

» Women were more ilkely than men to suppoit the idea, though over 90%
s\?port the idea among both genders. Ninety-seven percent of wormen
In icaﬁsg‘:th:y would support this idea. This compares with 91% of male
respon .

. Sup‘gon for this idea is not affected by whether or not a respondent has
heaith insurance.



« Some 8% of Maine residents paid mora than $500 during the past 3 months
on prescriptions. .

“ Aversge amount spent of prescriptions duﬁng the
past three @omhs by age of respondent.

[Age : \rount spent in past |
e 2o,
S0 —$TI0]
B0 —3T07

. Average expenditures on prescriptions geﬁerauy increased with age

rl ha i
ﬁmwmm—mmmm-
ou and your housshold?
s N

« Respondents who see the cost of prescriptions as a hardshi id an
average of $240 during the 3 mon&s. those who do not oeeehpl:as a

hardship paid an average of 384 during the past 3 months.

F‘h f® You Govered by any Type of Yos No

ealth Insurance? * -

‘m g8 & hardship?

No - TIEE%

- Some 43% of those without health insurance see the cost of drugs as a
hardship as compared with 20% of those who have health insurance.

« Women were more likely than men to consider the cost of prescription goods
a burdadn og )tho household than men (28% compared to only 18% of male
responden , _ -

- The percentage of respondents indicating cost was a burden increased with
age. While 18% of respondents age 18 to 29 indicated the cost of

rescription drugs was a burden on their household, this perce ewas
gﬂ% among those 60 and older. perosntag .



Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: SEN. PINGREE
MAY 10, 2000 OR ALLISON LAZOS,
-(207) 287-1515
- Legislators and Governor A_n_nourice__C'ompromise onh

SaTdenr g

= Prescription Drug Fair Pricing Bill -

e

(Augusta) — Senator Chellie Pingree (D-Knox), lead sponsor of the bill, announced
Wednesday & compromise on LD 2599, An Act fo Establish Fairer Pricing for
Prescription Drugs” has been reached between legislators and the Governor. The bill
was pulled back from the Governor’s desk when it became apparent that a veto was

inevitable. The legisiative recess has given an opportunity to craft a bill that could be
enacted into law.

“Everyday Maine legislators hear from senior citizens who tell us they have to choose —
do they take the medication their doctor prescribed, or buy food for the table? The

problem is clear - life saving prescription drugs cost too much in America, yet we can
step across the border into Canada, where the same drug | half the price.

The high cost of prescription drugs is a serious problem in Maine. | am very happy we
were able to reach a compromise with the Governor’s office., The bill being presented to
the full legislature will provide the citizens of Maine immediate relief and time to

negotiate down the excessive price of prescription drugs to an affordable and
accessible level.

We have taken a bold stand. Our actions give courage to other states and put pressure
on the federal government to do the right thing. The pharmaceutical industry is not
being fair when they expect Americans to fund their very high profits, while the rest of
the world receives big discounts. The government, from Maine to Washington D.C., has
a responsibility to negotiate on the behalf of our citizens.

Mainers are depending on us and the world is watching us to make sure we do not back
down. | am grateful to ali the Maine lawmakers and the Governor who have shown the
courage to stand up for our citizens,” Pingree stated.



