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troduced by Senators HUELSMAN, DRZEWIECKI, FITZGERALD,
LASEE, ROESSLER, FARRO ARLING, cosponsored by
HuTcHISON, LADWIG,

HANDRICK,
GOETSCH, F.

Lps: (uuafell anynazd amms |

1 To amend o asin e?f/eé %eal section 4 (3') (a) and (c) ofarticle VI; o renumber
2 section 4 (3) (b) of article VI, to renumber and amend section 4 (1) of afticlé
VI and section 12 of article VII; to amend section 4 (4) and (5) of ég'ticle VI; and
to create section 4 (1) (b) and (c) and (8) of article VI and section i\\z (2) and (6)

of article VII of the constitution; relating to: 4—year terms of office for,

Sy O

pointment of, and the restriction on holdiﬁg any other office /by, certain

7 county officersy(first conﬂdﬂé’&i%f?@ @/ﬁ:
(r"’ff‘T uygoufg 5‘}{\6(\ )“) ‘;"/

£nd district aEtQ?,I}SyS’ and, unless a county;’aif)points

nder curre , cgunty ¢lerks and treasurers, and

surveyors unless a county appoints a surveyor, are also elected eve .;?.{')?ears, except -
‘(c)oun ies having a population of 500,000 or more dﬂrrgtu\rue7 g

NG 15 eg M cQLongrod 2w

ional amendment, proposed to the 1 legislature on
first consideration, requires counties to elect county clerks and treasurers every-%i%

years, and changes the terms of office from 2" %ars to ,4‘,'§ears for district atbofneys)
coroners, elected surveyors, registers of deeds, treasurers, county clerks,@nd clerks

of circuit court. For district attorneys and clerks of circuit court, the first elections
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be held concurrently ‘with the first gubernatonal election Z
following ratificatiory For coroners, elected surveyors, registers of deeds, treasurers
and county clerks, the first elections to 4—year terms will be held concurrently with

% the first presidential election followmg ratlﬁcatlon _— - . —

to 4—year terms wi

- he ;" oposal a‘% :
register of deeds, district attorneyjor clerk of circuit court occurring on or before June.

1 of the 2nd year of the officer’s term to be filled by appointment anly until the end
of the 2nd year of the officer’s term, and to be filled for the remainder of the officer’s

term at the general election which is held in the 2nd year of the officer’s termﬂﬁcépt_;

ELIC D TOTIOS Al .

i The proposal deletes e current prohlbltlon on the holdmg of ot a}'éiian o WM
offices by sheriffs. “(’ﬁ ““?W a-

cowshdih W\:@W—J o/
Instead, the roposal permits a person who holds the oﬁic;él;jlenff, coroner, g . ,'ﬁz

register of deeds, district attorney, county clerk, treasurer, surveybor,orjclerk of circuit

court to become a cgndidate for a partisan elective office during r her term only

by submitting an irrgvocable resignation, effective no later than the beginning of the

term of office for which the person becomes a candidate, before the person becomes

a candidate for the ofher office, unless the office that the person seeks is to be filled

at a special election/ The proposal requires any vacancy that is caused by such an

irrevocable resigngtion submitted by a person who becomes a candidate for a

' i filled at aspecial election ?ﬁld concurrently with the election for (0 ;

L-a——ﬁm office for whicl the person becomes a candidate. L urrently, avacancy in the office M

$“\{of sheriff, corone reglster of deedslor district attorney is filled by appointment §a7

the constitution is made by the governor acancyin the v
county clerk/@ﬁreasurer is filled by appointmeng of the county J

board under curren av:?(and a vacancy in the office of clerk of circuilt court is filled

under the constitution By “the Judge of the circuit cou

W
A constitutional-amendment requires adoption by 2 s?ve legislatures,

and ratification by the people, before it can become effective

| mfa ; sencle. %{’ _(
1 Resolved by the he assempbly concurring, Th %

2 SECTION 1. Section 4 (1) of article VI of the constitution is renunibered sect1on
3 (a) of 1cle VI and amended to read: &QQ@ ‘ ?
4 2 S

ect1on4(1) (a) Except as provllded in pars. (b) and (¢) and sub. (2), CDW\/@

P(A (A
ndjall elected count
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N 9. e/ SECTION 1
(oo 7z
1 except@:ieia—l—eﬁﬂee;s,—shexziﬂs,aﬂd chief executive officers, shall be chosen by the
2 electors of the respective counties once in every 2 years.
3 SECTION 2. Section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI of the constitution are created
4 to read:
5 [Article VI] Section 4 (1) (b) Beginning with the first general election at which
6 the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, sheriffs
7 and district attorneys shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by
8 the electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties
9 combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.
10 (c) Beginning with the first general election at which the president is ele edf
11 Which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, registers of deeds, clerksgand
12 treasurers shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the electors
13 of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined
14 by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years and surveyors in counties
15 in which the office of surveyor is filled by election and coroners in counties in which
16 there is a coroner shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, ur by the
17 electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties
18 combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term‘of 4 years.
19 SECTION 3. Section 4 (3) (a) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as
20 in effect to repeal said paragraph:
21 [Article VI] Section 4 (3) (a) Sheriffs maynot-hold any other partisan office.
22 SECTION 4. Section 4 (3) (b) of articlev VI of the constitution is renumbered
@ /Séion 4 (3) of article VL.
24 SECTION 5. Section 4 (3) (c) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as in

25 effect to repeal said paragraph:
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) SECTION 5

[Article VI] Section 4 (3) (¢) Beginning-with

a copy of the charges and an opportunity of being heard.

SECTION 7 . Section 4 (5) of article VI of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (5) All vacancies in the offices of coroner, register of deeds 3

/

or district attorney shall be filled by appointment-—The, except a vacancy caused by

ah irrevocable resignation which under sub. (8) permits the person resigning the
office to hold another office. A person appointed to fill a vacancy occurring on or

before June 1 of the 2nd vear of the term for which the person’s predecessor was

elected shall hold office only until the first Monday in January occurring after the
2nd year of the term for which the person’s p_redecéssor was elected and until a

v
successoris elected and qualified. A person appointed tofill a vacancy oceurring after

June 1 ofthe 2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was elected shall

hold office only for the unexpired portion of the term to which appointed and until

a successor shall-be is elected and qualified. A vacancy caused by an irrevocable

resignation which under sub. (8) permits the person resigning the office to hold

another office shall be filled by special election held concurrently with the election
for the office for which the person is a candidate.
SECTION 8. Section 4 (8) of article VI of the constitution is created to read:
[Article VI] Section 4 (8) (a) A person Wh6 /I:,iolds the office of sheriff, coroner,
register of deeds, district attorney, clerk, treas#re _\br surveyor may not hold any
ol
N
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SECTION 8

other partisan elected office of public trust during the term for which the person is
elected or appointed, unless the personv irrevocably resigns the office, effective no
later than the beginning of the term of the office for which the person becomes a
candidate, before the person becomes a candidate for the other office.

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), a person need not resign an office that the person
holds before assuming the office for which the person becomes a candidate if the office
for which the person becomes a candidate is to be filled at a special election.

SECTION 9. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered section
12 (1) of article VII and amended to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There shall be a clerk of $he circuit court chosen in
each county organized foi' judicial purposes by the qualified electors thereof, who,

except as provided in sub. (2), shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal

as shall be provided by law;dn.

(3) In case of a vacancy, except a vacancy caused by an irrevocable resignation
which under sub. (6) permits the person resigning the office to hold another office,

the judge of the circuit court shall have-powerte or, if there is more than one judge,

the chief judge of the judicial administrative district as designated by the chief

justice, unless the legislature provides otherwise, may appoint a clerk until the
vacancy shallbe is filled by an election;the. The person appointed to fill a vacanc

occurring on or before June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s
predecessor was elected shall hold office only until the first Monday in January

occurring after the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was

elected and until a successor is elected and qualified. The person appointed to fill a
vacancy occurring after June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s
predecessor was elected shall hold office expired portion of the term
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SECTION 9

to which the person is appointed and until a successor is elected and qualified. A
vacancy caused by an irrevocable resignation which under sub. (6) permits the
person resigning the office to hold another office shall be filled by special elecﬁon held

concurrently with the election for the office for which the person is a candidate.

(4) The clerk thus-elected-or-appeinted of circuit court shall give such security
as the legislature may-require requires by law.

(5) The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and may appoint a clerk of
the circuit court maay be-appeinted-a to be the clerk of the supreme court.

SECTION 10. Section 12 (2) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (2) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this subsection, a clerk
of circuit court shall be chosen by the electors of all of the respective counties
comprising each circuit for the term of 4 years, subject to removal as provided by law.

SECTION 11. Section 12 (6) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (6) (a) A person who holds the office of clerk of circuit .
court may not hold any other partisan elected office of public trust during the term
for which the person is elected or appointed, unless the person irrevocably resigns

the office to become a candidate for another office, effective no later than the

- beginning of the term of the office for which the person becomes a candidate, before

the person becomes a candidate for the other office.
(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), a person need not resign an office that the person
holds before assuming the office for which the person becomes a candidate ifthe office

for which the person becomes a candidate is to be filled at a special election.

ECTION 12. Reconciliation. If the amendment.ofse

Y6F article VI of the constitution as proposed by 1999
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SECTION 12

minrish e i

treatment shov&{in SECTION 1 of this amendment, be renumbered and am’é’nded a

o~
follows; section 4 ('®.of article VI of the constitution as createdﬁby 1999 Assembl;

Joint Resolution 3 be amended so as in effect to repeal said’ subsectmn as follows; and

™
o

section 4 (1) (b) and (c¢) of artlcl‘eQ[I of thj::e/t@itution shall be created as providefd
~

in SECTION 2 of this amendment E/>,
. \\
“[Article VI] Section 4 (1) SQ/ xcept as prov1ded in pars. (b) and (¢) and sub. (2},

mef&%ég}%efs—oﬁ?%—aﬂd all other elected\c\oll;ty officers, except judicial

chief executive officers, shall be chosen by thd

electors of tpe respect1ve counties once in every 2 years.
g;

[Artlcle VI] Section 4 (7)

SECTION 13. Numbering of new provisions.
(1) The new paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by 1;,he next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
other ratiﬁed amendment has created a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more joint resolutions create
a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
paragraphs created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence so that the

paragraphs created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution
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SECTION 13

number have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs
created by the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending
order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(2) The new paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joi.nt resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more joint resolutions create
a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
paragraphs created shall be lettered and placed in a sequence so that the paragraphs
created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution number
have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs created by
the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending order as are
the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(3) The new subsection (8) of section 4 of article VI of the constitution crevated |
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment'has
created a subsection (8) of section 4 of article VI of the constitution of this state. If
one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (8) of section 4 of article VI
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this
joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence

sothat the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
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SECTION 13

resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
subsections created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that are in the same
ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the
subsections.

(4) The new subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution created
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this
joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence
so Lhat the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
subsections created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that arein the same
ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the
subsections.

(5) The new subsection (6) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution created
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next highef open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (6) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (6) of section 12 of article VII
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this

joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a scquence
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SECTION 13

sothat the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
subsections created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that are in the same
ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the
subsections.

Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the
legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for 3
months previous to the time of holding such election.

(END)




DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1037/Pldn
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

November 27, 2000

This is 1999 SJR 38 updated, minus its reconciliation section that is no longer needed.

Atty. Peter J. Dykman

General Counsel

Phone: (608) 266-7098

E-mail: peter.dykman@legis.state.wi.us



Dykman, Peter

From: Heifetz, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2000 11:20 AM
. To: Dykman, Peter

As expected, here is the preference for slash 2 on the 4-year term draft:
Have sheriffs and DAs éome up in different elections;

Have coroners and surveyors come up in different elections.

This likely puts off some offices becoming 4-year offices for at least a couple years...

Thanks.

From: Heifetz, Michael

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2000 1:31 PM
To: Dykman, Peter
Subject:

Peter:

‘We will probably de doing a “/2” on the 4 year term proposal. That’s when we decide which officers should be up for
election in which years. | will let you know. -

Also, Foti is still pondering initiative/referenda. | will also let you know on that.

Thanks.
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2001 ASSEMBLY JOINT RE SOLUTIO

To amend so as in effect #o repeal section 4 (3) (a) and (c) of article VI; to renumber
section 4 (3) (b) of article VI; fo renumber and amend section 4 (1) of article
VI and section 12 of article VII; o amend section 4 (4) and (5) of article VI; and
to create section 4 (1) (b) and (¢) and (8) of article VI and section 12 (2) and (8)
of article VII of the constitution; relating to: 4—year terms of office for,
appointment of, and the restriction on holding any other office by, certain

county officers and vacancies in county and judicial eireuit offices (first

consideration).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau _

Currently, the constitution provides for the election every 4 years of county
sheriffs, and every 2 years of clerks of circuit court, registers of deeds, and district
attorneys, and, unless a county appoints a medical examiner, coroners. Under
current statutes, county clerks and treasurers, and surveyors unless a county
appoints a surveyor, are also elected every 2 years, except that the constitution
abolishes the offices of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population of
500,000 or more.

This proposed constitutional amendment, proposed to the 2001 legislature on
first consideration, requires counties to elect county clerks and treasurers every 4

3
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years, and changes the terms of office from 2 ye;fi'E‘
coroners, elected surveyers, registers of deeds, treasurers, county\clerks, and clerks
of circuit court. For iC clerks of circuit courfythe first elections:
to 4—year terms will be held concurrently with the first gubernatorial election
following ratification, which is wheh the constitution provides that sheriffs are to be
first elected to 4—year terms. Forjoqroremg, elected surveyors, registers of deeds,
treasurers, and county clerks, the first elections to 4—year terms will be held
concurrently with the first presidential election following ratification.

The proposal does not change the times for holding regular elections for any
county offices, and does not affect the terms of office of elected county chief executive
officers (they already serve 4—year terms) or the terms of office of county supervisors
or sheriffs.

Currently, a vacancy in the office of sheriff, coroner, register of deeds, or district
attorney is filled by appointment as required by the constitution. The constitution
provides that the appointment of a sheriff is made by the governor. The statutes
provide that the appointment of the coroner, register of deeds, and district attorney
is made by the governor. A vacancy in the office of surveyor, county clerk, or treasurer
is filled by appointment of the county board under current statutory law and a
vacancy in the office of clerk of circuit court is filled under the constitution by “the
judge of the circuit court.”

The proposal requires a vacancy in the term of office of a sheriff, coroner,
register of deeds, district attorney, or clerk of circuit court occurring on or before June
1 of the 2nd year of the officer’s term to be filled by appointment only until the end
of the 2nd year of the officer’s term, and to be filled for the remainder of the officer’s
term at the general election which is held in the 2nd year of the officer’s term.

The proposal deletes the current. prohibition on the holding of other partisan
offices by sheriffs.

Instead, the proposal permits a person who holds the office of sheriff, coroner,
register of deeds, district attorney, county clerk, treasurer, surveyor, or clerk of
circuit court to become a candidate for a partisan elective office during his or her term
only by submitting an irrevocable resignation, effective no later than the beginning
of the term of office for which the person becomes a candidate, before the person
becomes a candidate for the other office, unless the office that the person seeks is to
be filled at a special election. The proposal requires any vacancy that is caused by
such an irrevocable resignation submitted by a person who becomes a candidate for
a partisan office to be filled at a special election held concurrently with the election
for the office for which the person becomes a candidate.

A constitutional amendment requires adoption by 2 successive legislatures,
and ratification by the people, before it can become effective.

for district attorneys,

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That:
SECTION 1. Section 4 (1) of article VI of the constitution is renumbered section

4 (1) (a) of article VI and amended to read:
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SECTION 1
[Article VI] Section 4 (1) (a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (¢) and sub. (2),
coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all other elected county officers,

except judicial officers, sheriffs, and chief executive officers, shall be chosen by the

electors of the respective counties once in every 2 years.

SECTION 2. Section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI of the constitution are created

[Artiele VI] Section 4 (1) (b) Beginning with the first general election at which

the governor is ele urs after the ratification of this paragraph, sheriffs

a istrict attoynsys shall be chosen by the electors of ective counties, or by

the electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combinhion of count1es

combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 yearg!

| (c) Beginning with the first general election at whic¢h the pres1dent is elected
which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, fregisters of deeds, clerks, and
treasurers shall be chosen by the electors of the respective countiee, or by the electors

of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined

by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years and surveyors in counties

in which the office of surveyor is filled by election‘!

Whaﬂ be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the

electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties
combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.

SECTION 3. Section 4 (3) (a) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as
in effect to repeal said paragraph:

[Article VI] Section 4 (3) (a) Shelatf—ES—may—Het—held—any—etheppa;t&san-eﬁee_

SECTION 4. Section 4 (3) (b) of article VI of the constitution is renumbered

section 4 (3) of article VI.

/g
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SECTION 5

SECTION 5. Section 4 (3) (¢) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as in

effect to repeal said paragraph:

 [Article VI] Section 4 (3) (c) Beginning with-the first-general-clection at-which

0 (X ava’ alla a¥a - amwa ma’ a¥a - (4
OV G H EH -t

SECTION 6. Section 4 (4) of article VI of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (4) The governor may remove any elected county officer

mentioned in this section except a clerk, treasurer, or surveyor, giving to the officer
a copy of the charges and an opportunity of being heard.
SECTION 7. Section 4 (5) of article VI of the constitution is amended to read:
[Article VI] Section 4 (5) All vacancies in the offices of coroner, register of deeds,

or district attorney shall be filled by appointment.—The, except a vacancy caused by
an irrcvocable resiggation Which under sub. (8) permits the person resigning the

office to hold another office. A person appointed to fill a vacancy occurring on or

before June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was

elected shall hold office only until the first Monday in January occurring after the

2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was elected and until a

successor is elected and qualified. A person appointed to fill a vacancy occurring after

June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was elected shall
hold office only for the unexpired portion of the term to which appointed and until

a successor shall-be is elected and qualified. A vacancy caused by an irrevocable

resignation which under sub. (8) permits the person resigning the office to_hold

- another office shall be filled by special election held concurrently with the election

for the office for which the person is a candidate.

SECTION 8. Section 4 (8) of article VI of the constitution is created to read:
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SECTION 8

|Article VI] Section 4 (8) (a) A person who holds the ofﬁ>ce of sheriff, coroner,
register of deeds, district attorney, clerk, treasurer, o\r surveyor may not hold any
other partisan elected office of public trust during the term for which the person is
elected or appointed, unless the person irrevocably resigns the office, effective no
later than the beginning of the term of the office for which the person becomes a
candidate, before the person becomes a candidate for the other office. .

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), a person need not resign an office that the person
holds before assuming the office f01; which the person becomes a candidate if the office
for which the person becomes a candidate is to be filled at a special election.

SECTION 9. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered section
12 (1) 6f article VII and amended to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There shall be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in
each county organized for judicial purposes by the qualified electors thereof, who,

except as provided in sub. (2), shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal
as shall be provided by lawsin, |

(3)_In case of a vacancy, except a vacancy causcd by an irrevocable resignation
which under sub. (6) permits the person resigning the office to hold another office,

the judge of the circuit court shall have pewer to or, if there is more than one judge,
the chief judge of the judicial administrative district as designated by the chief

justice, unless the legislature provides otherwise, may appoint a clerk until the

vacancy shallbe is filled by an election;the. The person appointed to fill a vacancy
occurring on or before June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s

predecessor was elected shall hold office only until the first Monday in J anuary

occurring after the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was

elected and until a successor is elected and qualified. The person appointed to fill a
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SECTION 9

vacancy occurring after June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s

predecessor was elected shall hold office only for the unexpired portion of the term
to which the person is appointed and until a successor is elected and qualified. A
vacancy caused by an irrevocable resignation which under sub. (6) permits the
person i'esigr_ling the office to hold another office shall be filled by special election held

concurrently with the election for the office for which the person is a candidate.

(4) The clerk iah-bts—eleerted—el'—appe}m,ed of circuit court shall give such security

as the legislature may require requires by law.

(5) The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and may appoint a clerk of
the circuit court may-be-appeinted-a to be the clerk of the supreme court.

SECTION 10. Section 12 (2) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12'(2) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is clected which occurs after the ratification of this subsection, a clerk
of circuit court shall be chosen by the electors of all of the respective counties
comprising each circuit for the term of 4 years, subject to removal as provided by law.

SECTION 11. Section 12 (8) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (6) (a) A person who holds the office of clerk of circuit
court may not hold any other partisan elected office of public trust during the term
for which the person is elected or appointed, unless the person irrevocably resigns
the office to become a candidate for another office, effective no later than the
beginning of the term of the office for which the person becomes a candidate, before
the person becomes a candidate for the other office.

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), a person need not resign an office that the person
holds before assuming the office for which the person becomes a candidate if the office

for which the person becomes a candidate is to be filled at a special election.
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SECTION 12

SECTION 12. Numbering of new provisions.

(1) The new paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the cdnstitution of this state. If one or more joint resolutions create
a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
paragraphs created shall bbe numbered and placed in a seqﬁence so that the
paragraphs created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution
number have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs
created by the other joint resolutions have letlers that are in the same ascending
order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(2) The new paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint rcsolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or mdre joint resolutions create
a paragraph (c) of subsection (\1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
paragraphs created shall be lettered and placed in a sequence so that the paragraphs
created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution number

have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs created by
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SECTION 12
the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending order as are
the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(3) The new subsection (8) of section 4 of article VI of the constitution created
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (8) of section 4 of article VI of the constitution of this state. If
one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (8) of section 4 of article VI
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this
Joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence
so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
subsections created by the other joint fesolutions have numberé that are in the same
ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the
subsections.

(4) The new subsection (2) of scetion 12 of article VII of the constitution creatled
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this
Joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence
so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint

resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
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SECTION 12

subsections created by the other joint resoluﬁons have numbers that are in the same
ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the
subsections.

(5) The new subsection (6) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution created
il‘-l this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open Whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (6) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or msre joint resolutions create a subsection (6) of section 12 of article VII
simultaneously with the ratification by the peopls of the amendment proposed in this
joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence
so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
subsections created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that are in the same
ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the
subsections.

Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the
legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for 3
months previous to the time of holding such election.

(END) -
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2001 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION

To ameénd so as in effect 2o repeal section 4 (3) (At (c) of article VI; Wwﬂb&t—'
: LS‘@‘:@)’L-MB]\(}!N)WM@WW to renumber and amend section 4 (1) of article

VI and section 12 of article VIL; Zo amend section 4 (4) Wl of article VI; and
to create section 4 (1) (b) and (c) GHANEM of article VI and section 12 (2)WWJ :
of article VII of the constitution; relating to: 4—year terms of office for,
o fﬁﬂ%;‘xafﬁﬁelﬂ@(certain '

county officers dnd-vacajcigs~in cgu and T Cds (first

consideration).

Analysis by the Legislative Refere.nce Bureau

Currently, the constitution provides for the election every 4 years of county
sheriffs, and every 2 years of clerks of circuit court, registers of deeds, and district
attorneys, and, unless a county appoints a medical examiner, coroners. Under
current statutes, county clerks and treasurers, and surveyors unless a county
appoints a surveyor, are also elected every 2 years, except that the constitution
abolishes the offices of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population of
500,000 or more.

This proposed constitutional amendment, proposed to the 2001 legislature on
first consideration, requires counties to elect county clerks and treasurers every 4
years, and changes the terms of office from 2 years to 4 years for district attorneys,
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coroners, elected surveyors, registers of deeds, treasurers, county clerks, and clerks
of circuit court. For clerks of circuit court and coroners, the first elections to 4—year
terms will be held concurrently with the first gubernatorlal election following
ratification, which is when the constitution provides that sheriffs are to be first e
elected to 4-year terms. For district attorneys, elected surveyors, registers of deeds,
treasurers, and county clerks, thc first elections to 4—year terms will be held
concurrently with the first presidential election following ratification.

The proposal does not change the times for holding regular elections for any
county offices, and does not affect the terms of office of elected county chief executive

officers (they already serve 4—year terms) or the terms of office of county superwsors
or sheriffs.

= Currently, a vacancy in the office of sheriff, coroner, register of deeds, or dl 2

attorney is filled by appointment as required by the constitution. The con. utlon
provides that the appointment of a sheriff is made by the governor. e statutes
provide that the appointment of the coroner, register of deeds, and @Strict attorney
is made by the governor. A vacancy in the office of surveyor, counsy’clerk, or treasurer
is filled by appointment of the county board under current statutory law and a
vacancy in the office of clerk of circuit court is filled upder the constitution by “the -
judge of the circuit court.” '
The proposal requircs a vacancy in the e
register of deeds, district attorney, or clerk of.ei
1 of the 2nd year of the officer’s term to b¢
of the 2nd year of the officer’s term,
term at the general election whick f
The proposal deletes the,et
offices by sheriffs. yd
Instead, the propogdl permits a person who holds the office of shenﬂ' COroner,
register of deeds district attorney, county clerk, treasurer, surveyor, or clerk of
circuit court to become a candidate for a partisan elective office during his or her term
only by submigting an irrevocable resignation, effective no later than the beginning
of the term6f office for which the person becomes a candidate, before the person
becomesé’ candidate for the other office, unless the office that the person seeks is to
be filléd at a special election. The proposal requires any vacancy that is caused by
& . . .
S an irrevocable resignation submitted by a person who becomes a candidate for
partisan office to be filled at a special election held concurrently with the electlon
for the office for which the person becomes a candidate
A constitutional amendment requires adoption by 2 successive 1eg1slatures,
and ratification by the people, before it can become effective.

m of office of a sheriff, coroner, |
cuit court occurring on or before June
“filled by appointment only until the end
arrd to be filled for the remainder of the officer’s
s held in the 2nd year of the officer’s term.
irrent prohibition on the holding of other partisan

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That:
SECTION 1. Section 4 (1) of article VI of the constitution is renumbered section

4 (1) (a) of article VI and amended to read:
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SECTION 1

[Article VI] Section 4 (1) (a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c) and sub. (2),
coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all other elected county officers,
except judicial officers, sheriffs, and chief executive officers, shall be chosen by the
electors of the respective counties once in every 2 years.

SECTION 2. Section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI of the constitution are created
to read: |

[Article VI] Section 4 (1) (b) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, sher‘és
shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the electors of all of
the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined by the
legislature fér that purpose, for the term of 4 years and coroners in counties in which
there is a coroner shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the
electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties
combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.

(c) Beginning with the first general election at which the president is elected
which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, district attorneys, registers of

| deeds, clerks, and treasurers shall be chosen by the electors of the respective

counties, or by the electors of all of the respective counties comprising each
combination of counties combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term
of 4 years and surveyors in counties in which the office of surveyor is filled by election
shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the electors of all of
the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined by the

legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.
N "’_‘W "

o &
said paragraph: e
Lo

e cf/{:”o repe

CT;?} 3.~<¢S’e§tion 4 (3)-(a) of, rticle I}lIg-of”ﬁﬁyé constif ti(:{lﬂ}g&meﬂd‘é"d"@b"”é‘sw\)
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SECTION 5. Section 4 (3) (c) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as in

effect to repeal said paragraph:
[Article VI] Section 4 (3) (c) i

SECTION 6. Section 4 (4) of article VI of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (4) The governor may remove any elected county officer

mentioned in this section except a clerk, treasurer, or surveyor, giving to the officer

a copy of the charges and an opportunity of being heard.

SECTION 7. Section 4 (5) of article VI of the constibution i amendedtoread:

[Article VI]/Section 4 (5) vacancies in the offices of coroner, register of deeds,
or distritt attorneyshall be filled by appointment—The, except a vacancy caused by

an irrevocablé\wresignation which under sub. (8) permits the person resigning the

office to hold anothex office. A person appointed to fill a vacancy occurring on or

elected shall hold office only uhtil the first Monday in Januarv occurring after the
2nd yvear of the term for which the;erson’s predecessor was elected and until a
successor is elected and qualified. A el&xa ppointed to fill a vacancy occurring after

June 1 of the 2nd year of the term for which the person’s predecessor was elected shall
hold office only for the unexpired portion of the term™q which appointed and until
a successor shall-be is elected and qualified. A vacancy chused by an irrevocable

resignation which under sub. (8) permits the person resigning™he office to hold

e e
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SECTION 8= Section 4 (8) of article VI of the constitution is created to read:
[Article V1| Sectidn. 4 (8) (a) A person who holds the office of sheriff, coroner,
register of deeds, district attorngy, clerk, treasurer, or surveyor may not hold any

other partisan elected office of public

ust during the term for which the person is

elected or appointed, unless the person irre bly resigns the office, effective no

later than the beginning of the term of the office for™which the person becomes a

candidate, before the person becomes a candidate for the othéroffice.
(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), a person need not resign an office that, the person
holds before assuming the office for which the person becomes a candidate if the fﬁce ‘

J
for which the person becomes a candldate is to be ﬁlled at a spec1a1 electlon /

A A e

T —

i semsnry ety b S v o g ramrarne

SECTION 9. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered section
12 (1) of article VII and amended to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There shall be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in
each county organized for judicial pﬁrposes by the qualified electors thereof, who,

except as provided in sub. (2), shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal
as shall be provided by law;in.

(8) Incase ofa vacancy, Jmm taused b evocable reS1 at Ol

—

\another office shall be filled by special election held concurrently with the election
for th;o@e for which the person is a candidate. |
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SECTION 9
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essor was elected shall hold office only until the first Mondayv in Ja

} occurring aftérthe 2nd ear of the term for which the person’s_prédecessor was

\ elected and until a succesSoxris elected and qualified. TheDerson appointed to fill a
3 vacancy occurring after June 1 of the 2nd yearof the term for which the person’s

predecessor was elected shall hold office onls for thesunex pired portion of the term

to which the person is appairifed and until a successor is electad

and qualified. A

vacancy caused by-dn irrevocable resignation which under sub. (6) permi

the
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N concurrentlv with the election for the ofﬁce for Wthh the person is a candidate.

1 ! The clerk #} thﬂs—eleeted—er—appemted of circuit court shall g1ve such secunty“/

as the legislature may require requires by law.

(5) The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and may appoint a clerk of
the circuit court may be appointed-a to be the clerk of the supreme court

SECTION 10. Section 12 (2) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (2) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this subsection, a clerk
of circuit court shall be chosen by the electors of all of the respective counties

comprising each circuit for the term of 4 years, subject to removal as provided by law.

ECTION 11. Section 12 (6) of article VII of the constitution is created to read: |

ction 12 (6) (a) A person who holds the office of clerk of circuit

;: court may not hold any other pattisan elected office of public trust during the term

|

?‘

i i
I for which the person is elected or app:i:;;i.,‘;ﬁl‘lé’ss\tl&g\}zerson irrevocably resigns i

Bt
| the office to become a candidate for another office, eﬂ'ecﬁ\»r‘é‘“nom later than the

e,

beginning of the term of the office for which the person becomes a cand1ci 1111

A O ket 3T
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. the person becomes a candidate for the other office.
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(b)wNoterthstandlng Par (a), a person need not resign an office that the person |
holds before assuming the ofﬁce for%ch thie-person becomes a candidate if the office g

e, /

for Whlch the person becomes a candldate is to be filled at a spec1é‘1 electlon _/')
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SECTION 12. Numbering of new prov1s1ons. D

(1) The new paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the
ratification by the people of fhe amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more joint resolutioné create
a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed iﬁ this joint resolution, the
paragraphe crcated shall be numbered and placed in a sequence so that the
paragraphs created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution
number have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs
created by the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending
order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(2) The new paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section ih that article if, before the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more joint resolutions create
a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the

ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
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SECTION 12
paragraphs created shall be lettered and placed in a sequence so that the paragraphs
created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution number
have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs created by

the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending order as are

the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

%

\

.

in tﬁi‘sxg,\gint resolution shall be desi

ated by the next higher open whole subsection -

clé if, before the ratification by the people of the

amendment propN joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (8) of s

ion 4 of article VI of the constitution of this state. If

number in t “at\iection in that a

f
{

one or more joint resolutions creatxu‘?:ection (8) of section 4 of article VI

simultaneously with the ratification by the p whe amendment proposed in this |

' joint resolution, the subsections created shall be nunibered and placed in a sequence

so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having'the lowest enrolled joint

ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating thy L

iiaiab NN,

(K\ (3) The new subsectign (8)\0f section 4 of article VI of the cohsfitution created
)

g-} The new subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution created

5

inAhis joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII

simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this

subsections. T

5
f
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joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence
so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the

subsections created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that are in the same

ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the

subsections.

ot P

(/6) of section 12 of article VII of the const1tut10n created

* (5) The new subsecti
‘t\
“; in thIsgomt resolution s signated by the next higher open whole subsection

number in th ectlon in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the |

amendment proposedl <this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has

created a subsection (6) of section

12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.

If one or more joint resolutions creat sybsection (6) of section 12 of article VII

simultaneously with the ratification by the people’oi the amendment proposed in this

joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numberey and placed in a sequence

so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the Toy est enrolled joint

'\ascendlng order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the ™

4M - i "MW’“‘”’“‘ T g,
§\fect1ons =
Entraegy sz EITERIC vo"

Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the

legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for 3

months previous to the time of holding such election.

(END)
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January 17, 2001

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Foti “
From: Attorney Peter J. Dykman, General Counsel go

Re: - LRB-1037 4 yr terms for all county elected offices

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carefully to ensure that it is |

accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction, *
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this -
memorandum to our office. If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program
assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing.

JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

If you have any questions concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted,
please contact me at (608) 266-7098 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum.

If the last paragraph of the analysis states that a fiscal estimate will be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the -
attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. Please. note
that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of
this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estimate on this

version before it is introduced. B

- Please call our program assistants at 266-3561 if you have any ques_tions"regarding this
memorandum. ' o R



