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Legislative Fiscal Bureau
One East Main, Suite 301 » Madison, WI 53703 » (608) 266-3847 « Fax: (608) 267-6873

March 4, 2002 Joint Committee on Finance , Paper #1222

General School Aids Funding Determination (DPI)

[LFB Summary of the Governor’s Budget Reform Bill: Page 72, #3]

CURRENT LAW

For purposes of the two-thirds funding goal, state funding is defined as the sum of state
general and categorical school aids, the school levy tax credit and the general program operations
appropriation for the Wisconsin School for the Deaf and the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and
Visually Impaired. With certain exceptions, partial school revenues is defined as the sum of state
school aids and property taxes levied for school districts. Under current law, each year by May 15,
the Departments of Public Instruction and Administration and the Legislative Fiscal Bureau must
Jjointly certify to the Joint Commitiee on Finance an estimate of the amount of funding necessary to
appropriate for general school aids which, in combination with the amounts provided in the other
state aid, levy credit and operations appropriations, would achieve the two-thirds funding level in
the following school year. Annually, by June 30 the Joint Committee on Finance must determine
the amount to be appropriated for general school aids in the following school year. The statutory
language for the general school aids appropriation states that the amount appropriated is a sum
sufficient equal to the amount determined by Joint Finance under the certification process.

GOVERNOR

Specify that, by June 30, 2004, and biennially by June 30 thereafter, the Joint Committee
on Finance determine the amount of funding appropriated for general school aids for the
following year. Specify that the general school aids appropriation for the 2004-05 fiscal year

would be a sum sufficient equal to the amount dctermined by Joint Finance.

The bill would specifically set the general school aids funding level for 2002-03
statutorily and state that the funding for 2004-05 would be set under the current law process.
DOA staff indicate that the intent for 2003-04 and subsequent even-numbered fiscal years would
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The general school aids appropriation for the 2003-04 fiscal year, and every even-
numb fiscal year thereafter, would be a sum sufficient equal to the amount set by law, and

clarify that the 2004-05 process would apply to that year and every odd-numbered fiscal year
thereafter.

@ The May 15 certification requirement for DPI, DOA and LFB would not apply in
2002. '

3. Maintain current law_.

Prepared by: Russ Kava
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Section . 121.15 (3m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

v

2003
121.15 (3m) (b) By May 15, and annually by May 15 thereafter, the department, the depart-

ment of administration and the legislative fiscal burcau shall jointly cestify to the Jjoint committee

on finance an estimate of the amount necessary to appropriate under s. 20.255 (2) (ac) in the follow-
ing school year to ensure that the sum of state school aids and the school levy tax credit under s. 79.10

2
(4) equals two—thirds of partial school revenues. P

History: 1977 ¢. 29 5. 1098; 1977 c. 273; Stats. 1977 s. 121.15; 1979 c. 34; 1985 a. 29, 120; 1987 a. 27; 1989 a. 207;

1993 a. 16, 437; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4073 to 4075m, 9145 (1); 1997 a. 27, 113, 22851997 a. 237 ss. 368v v 369, 727p; 1999

a. 9, 17; 2001 a. 16.
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January 2002 Special Session

LFB.......Kava — General school aid determination: Paper 1222, Alt 2A and B
FoR 2001-03 BuDGET - NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT,
TO ASSEMBLY BILL 1

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

1. Page 42, line 17: after “year” insert “, equal to the amount determined by
law in the 2003~-04 fiscal year and biennially thereafter,”.

2. Page 42, line 19: delete “thereafier” and substitute “and biennially
thereafter”.

3. Page 177, line 21: after that line insert:

SECTION 287m. 121.15 (3m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

121.15(3m) (b) By May 15,3999 2003, and annually by May 15 thereafter, the
department, the department of administration and the legislative fiscal bureau shall
jointly certify to the joint committee on finance an estimate of the arﬁ.ount necessary

to appropriate under s. 20.255 (2) (ac) in the following school year to ensure that the
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sum of state school aids and the school levy tax credit under s. 79.10 (4) equals

two—thirds of partial school revenues.”.

(END)



