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2001 SENATE BIL

J anuary 19 2001 - Introduced by Senators BAUMGART, BURKE and HUELSMAN,
cosponsored by Representatlves AINSWORTH, J LEHMAN, FREESE, HUBER
- BERCEAU, LA FaAVE, OTT, POWERS and KREUSER Referred to Committee on
Insurance ‘Tourism, and Transportatlon

Q,(f‘ ‘sl
924 (2), 347.06 (1), 347.06 (4), 347.09 (1) (intro.), 347.10 (4),

AN ACT am(end

347.12 (1) (jmtro.), 347.13 (1), 347.16 (1) (intro.), 847.16 (2) (intro.) and 347.42;

and fo greate 340.01 (74v), 340.01 (74x), 343.23 (2) (¢), 347.06 (1m) and 347.06

(5) of the statutes; relating to: requiring headlights and other required lamps
on vehicles to be lighted while windshield wipers are being used and providing

a penalty.

V\_/ »»»»» \——//,/ TN,
- Analysis by the Leglslatwe Reference Bureau \

Under current law, no person may operate a vehicle upon a hlghway during
hours of darkness unless any required headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance l‘;};‘
of the vehicle are lighted. A person who violates this requirement may be required
to pay a forfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $20.for a first oﬁ'ense an‘d
less than $25 nor more than; $50 for a second or subsequent conviction within a
~ This bill provides that these lamps must also ;be hghted whenever he
windshield wipers of the vehlcle are be1ng used, except dunng temporary use to ]
the windshield:or Whenever headlamps that are automa‘tlcally activated are l1g ed.
A person who violates this provision is subJ ect to the same minimum and maxifium
forfeiture amounts that may be 1mposed for failure to use these lamps during durs
of darkness. The bill also prohibits a law enforcen/:lent officer from stop, 1ng or
inspecting a vehlcle solely to determine comphance with the above requlre ent and
specifies that conv1ct1ons for not having any required headlamps, ‘tall lamps and
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clg arance lamps of a vehlcle hghted may not be recorded on the motorist’s dr1v1ng
ecord. ¢ i
lee bill a[1s0 requlres certam Veh;lcles to be eqmpped with rear reﬂectors
henever the WlndShleld wipers of a vehicle are bemg used.. K ' "

Fbr further 1nformat10n see/ the state. and local fiscal estlmate Whlch Wlll be_‘
nnted\as any 'appendix iso thlS pill. S

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. 29.924 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
29.924 (2) DRIVING WITHOUT HEADLIGHTS. In the performance of their law
enforcement duties, wardens may operate motor vehicles owned or leased by the

department upon a highway, other than an interstate, a state trunk highway or any

any time that a windshield wiper is being used on the windshield of the vehicle,

2

3

4

5 highway within the limits of any incorporated area, during hours of darkness or at

6

7 ’ ‘without lighted headlamps, tail lamps or clearance lamps, contrary to s. 347.06 /ﬂl’m ‘/

|, if the driving will aid in the accomplishment of a lawful arrest for violation
of this chapter or in ascertaining whether a violation of this chapter has been or is
about to be committed. Any civil action or proceeding brought against any warden

operating a motor vehicle under this subsection is subject to ss. 893.82 and 895.46.

12 SECTION 2. 340.01 (74v) of the statutes is created to read:

13 340.01 (74v) “Windshield” means the shield of safety glass mounted forward
14 of the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle, other than a motor—driven cycle.
15 SECTION 3. 340.01 (74x) of the statutes is created to read:

16 340.01 (74x) “Windshield wiper” means a mechanical device for cleaning rain,
17 snow, or other moisture from the windshield of a vehicle.

18 SECTION 4. 343.23 (2) (c) of the statutes is created to read:



LRB-0831/1

2001 — 2002 Legislature o PJH:-kmg:km
SENATE BILL 19 SECTION 4
1 343 23 (2) (c) The ﬁle for a licensee under par. (a) shall not include any
C;,; ;533;?2?‘\; conv1ct10n under s. @’@ﬂ‘)})l‘ a local ordinance in conformity therewith or a law
STy of’ a federally recognized American Indian tribe or band in this state in conformity
e ‘,44 Wlth S. 84’3;0@%-&%or the law of another jurisdiction prohibiting operating a veh101
(R DET
ST d@m-i’rfg\ho\ui‘s/o‘t; darkness driat any time that a windshield wiper is being used without
6 lighted headlamps, tail lamps, or clearance lamps, as those or substantially similar
7 terms are used in that jurisdiction’s laws.
8 SECTION 5. 347.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
9 347.06 (1) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a
10 vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness unless all headlamps, tail lamps
11 and clearance lamps with which such vehicle is required to be equipped are lighted.

18

19
20
21
22
23

24

Parkmg lamps as deﬁned descrlbed in s. 347.27 shall not be used for this purpose

SECTION 6 347 06 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:
\

347.06 (lm) (a) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate

a vehicle upon a hlghway at. any time that a windshield Wlper 1s—be1ng used on the:

windshield of the vehicle unless a.ll headla.mps tmljgmﬁs and clearance lamps with

o

which such vehicle is required to be equ_lped\_ are lighted. Parking lamps as |

described in s. 347.27 shall not be us‘éd‘for this purpo"s‘e §
(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to temporary use of a Wlndshleld wiper for the
sole purpose of cleamng the windshield or if lamps that are automat1cally activated

et

whenever-the vehicle is started are in use, if the headlamps are of sufficient intensity

to satisfy the requirements for daytime running lamps under 49 CFR 571.108, S5.5.

11 (a) T

- "'13'-“‘% o ,'.-i"‘%.,
o “, N / /

AT
11 347 06 (4) of the statutes/ls arﬁendpd t@{ead

\.,,‘
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1 B 347 06 (4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11) 1 (11), may operate "l
| S~ TT—— i
2 ‘ a vehicle owned or leased by “the- department gLnatural resources upon a highway, \
d el \
3 |
4 WlndShleld of the vehicle, vnthout lighted headlamps, tail lamps or clearance lamps !
5 ! 1n the performance of the Warden s dutres un_der s. 29.924 (2) _ﬂmmm,m,wmmmmw--~~«fi’;)
6 SECTION?S” 347 706 ﬁ‘)f‘bfcl:he datites lsGraated to-Foad:
7 f3@7j(fiﬁ (5) Notwithstanding s. 349.02, a law enforcement officer may not stop
8 or 1nspect a vehlcle solely to determine compliance with gitb M /{ior aTocal ordinance | g2+ 107

5

‘%. This subsect1on does not limit the authority of a law

°n conform1ty with shib.

enforcement ofﬁcer toi issue a citation for a violation of by /@fﬁ’)ﬁr a local o ordinance !

. S T Y
\ [

e in conformlty with smbm fobserved in the course of a stop or inspection made for

- ~—other purposes, except that a law enforcement officer may not take a person into

13 physical custody solely for a violation of gub ).@1/ )/'pr a local ordifiance in conform1t
14 with'guby Z%,}Y { Vs '

15 SECTION 9. 347 .09 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

16 347.09 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway, durig
17

18 time that a windshield wiper is being used on the windshield of the vehicle, unless

19 such vehicle is equipped as follows:

20 SECTION 10. 347.10 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

21 347.10 (4) Any motor vehicle may be operated durlng hours of darkness or, e
23 wiper is being used on the windshield of the vehicle, when equipped with 2 lighted

24 lamps upon the front thereof capable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet ahead

25 in lieu of lamps required by subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operated at
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1 a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour. No lighted lamp under this subsection shall
2 have any type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light emitted when
3 the lighted lamp is in use. This subsection does not apply to any type of decorative
4 covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.
5 SECTION 11. 347.12 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
6 347.12 (1) (intro.) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway,
7 during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. 3217306( )b,

8 at any time that a windshield wiper is being used on the windshield of the Vehiclxe:%"iéi :

9 the operator shall use a distribution of light or composite beam directed high enough

10 and of sufficient intensity to reveal a person or vehicle at a safe distance in advance
11 of the vehicle, subject to the following requirements and limitations:

12 SECTION 12. 347.13 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

13 347.13 (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or
14 ,_S??i,trailer upon ahlghvyziy, during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions

7

contained in s. 43“34"b/®{64‘/ 1

/""e s

t any time that a windshield wiper is being used on

the windshield of the vehicle, unless such motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or

17 semitrailer is equipped with at least one tail lamp mounted on the rear which, when

vehicle, emits a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. No

21 tail lamp shall have any type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light
22 emitted when the tail lamp is in use. No vehicle originally equipped at the time of
23 manufacture and sale with 2 tail lamps shall be operated upon a highway during

24 hours of darkness unless both such lamps are in good working order. This subsection
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1 does not apply to any type of decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle
2 at the time of Ipanufacture and sale.
3 SECTION 13. 347.16 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
4 347.16 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate on a highway during heurs of
5 darkness any vehicle, except automobiles, having a width at any part in excess of 80

~=58=""Yehicle, unless such vehicle is equipped with:

9 SECTION 14. 347 .16 (2) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

10 347.16 (2) (intro.) No person shall operate any of the following vehicles on a

11 highway, during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. $4%06
N :

TR vehicle, unless such vehicles are equipped as indicated:
T SECTION 15. 347.42 of the statutes is amended to read:

347.42 Windshield wipers. No person may operate on a highway any motor

vehicle equipped with a windshield, except a moped or Type 1 motorcycle, unless the

17 motor vehicle also is equipped with a-devieefor cleaning rain_snow or-other-meisture
18 from-the-windshield. The device windshield wiper. The windshield wiper shall be

19 so constructed as to be controlled or operated by the operator of the vehicle and shall
20 at all t1mes be mamtamed in good working order.

21 = SECTION 16. Inftlal apphcablhty o

22 @) The treatment of sectlgtl 343, 23 (2) (c) of the statutes ﬁrst apphes to gﬁensé"s"\
23 eommltted on the effectlve date of thls subsectlon ‘%:../‘ =

24 (END)
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SECTION 1. 347.065 of the statutes is created to read:

347.065 Lighted headlamps required; windshield wipers. (1) Except as
provided in subs. (2) to (4), no person may operate a vehicle upon a highway at any
time that a windshield wiper is being used on the windshield of the vehicle unless
all headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps with which su{h vehicle is required
to be equipped are lighted. Parking lamps as described in s. 347.27 ‘s/hall not be used
for this purpose.

(2) Subsection (1) dées not apply to temporary use of a windshield wiper for the
sole purpose of cleaning the windshield or if lamps that are automatically activated
whenever the vehicle is started are in use, if the headlamps are of sufficient intensity

L
to satisfy the requirements for daytime running lamps under 49 CFR 571.108,

v
S5.5.11 (a).

(8) Headlamps need not be lighted on a towed vehicle or on a vehicle having
at least 2 lighted adverse weather lamps on the front thereof and being operated
under the circumstances described in s. 347.26 (3) (b).

) A dlgr authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11), may operate a vehicle
owned or leased by the departmént of natural resources upon a highway at any time
that a windshield wiper is being used on the windshield of the vehicle without lighted
headlamps, tail lampsy or clearance lamps in the performance of the warden’s duties
under s. 29.924 (2).

Insert B:

SECTION 2. 347.30 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
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1 347.30 (1) Any person violating s. 347.06, 347.065, or 347.13 (2), (3) or (4) may
2 be required to forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $20 for the first offense and not
-3 less than $25 nor more than $50 for the 2nd or subsequent conviction within a year.

History: 1971c.278.



