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Milwaukee County Circuit Cour—Divide County into Two Tudicial Districts '

Agency: Coutis

Description: Divides Milwaunkee County into two districts (north and south), according to County
Supervisory Diswricts and provides that circuit judges in Milwaukee County will be elected from either the
) Northern or Southemn district wpon completion of the term to which the Jjudge in cach current branch was
elected. There are eurrently 47 circuit court branches in Milwankee County and there are 25 County
Supervisor seats, one district will be comprised of 13 Supervisory Districts, the other will be comprised of
7N 12. (24 Judgeships will be elccted from the district containing 13 supervisor seats and 23 will be elecied
- from the district containing 12, )

Fiscal Effect: None

(New provision)
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Agency: Circuit Courts

caucus number 6510

duplicate flag: ' Other reference numbers: ' LFB Sum #:
duplicate with:

LRB P-draft:
other notes
Description2: Convert the Director of State Courtg“appropriation from annual to bigpnial.
drafting instructions: OW\
more instructions: Lo
caucus number 6567
duplicate flag: Other reference numbers: _ _ 'LFB Sum #:
duplicate with:
bill number/amendment number:
LRB draft # LRB P-draft:

other notes
Description2: Divide Milw. Cnty into 2 circuit court districts by supervisory districts.

drafting instructions: ‘@' f &

more instructions:

Agency: Circuit Courts Number of Amendments: 2

Circuit Courts
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Mitwaukee County Circuit Court—Divide County into Two Judicial Districts
Agency: Couﬁs

Description: Divides Milwaukee County into two districts (north and south), according to County
Supervisory Districts and provides that circuit judges in Milwaukee County will be elected from either the
Northern or Southern district upon completion of the term to which the Jjudge in each current branch was
elected. There are currently 47 circuit court branches in Milwaukee County and there are 25 County
Supervisor seats, 'one district will be comprised of 13 Supervisory Districts, the other will be comprised of
12. (24 Judgeships will be elected from the district containing 13 supervisor scats and 23 will be elected
from the district containing 12. )

Fiscal Effect: None

(New provision)
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SENATE AMENDMENT

TO SENATE SUBSTITUTE AME IV.[ENT 1,
TO 2001 SENATE BILL /55

At the locations indicated, amend the substitute améndment [amendment] as follows:

#. Page....,line

#. Page....,line

#. Page....,line

#o. Page. “ .

,line....:
#. Page...., line....:
#. Page...., line....:

[rev: 6/15/01 2001DF16(fm)SB]
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1 At the locations indicated, amend the @(as'follows:

/g2 o
2 l/ ﬁﬁ Page line 2&)after that line insert:

3 “SECTION 3773m. 753.015 of the statutes is created to read:

@ 753.015 Electlon/; circuit judges. (1) Except as provided in sub. (2),
@ circuit judges shall be elected byl@u ified electors of c1rcu1:?on a coun@&rlde

6 basis. Except as provided in sub. (2), a circuit judge shall reside in the circuit in which

he or she is elected.

8 (2) The circuit judges for branches 1 to 24 in the 1st Judlclal.admlmstratlie

Composed_of whole s peryisory ahstricts,
9 \1 district shall be elected from a judicial subd1str1ct/£:381gnated as judicial subdistrict
B))
10 - . The circuit judges for branches 25 to 47 in the 1st judicial administrative distiiy

11 shall be elected from a judicial subdistrict/designated as judicial subdistrict ( A
ic1a

12 circuit judge in the 1st judicial administrative district shall reside in the judi
- v

@ subdistri:(’?@ 1 ich he or she is elected. Within 30 days after Milwaukee County
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11
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14
15
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19
20
21
22

23
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v

adopts a final plan adjusting its supervisory districts under s. 59.10 (2) (a), the

Milwaukee County board of supervisors shall, to the extent possible, adjust the

<

- designation of the supervisory districts that the judicial subdistricts are composed

. . T (8 F
of so that substantially the same territory exists in judicial subdistricts A and B as

existed before the supervisory districts were adjusted. The adjusted subdistricts

shall apply to the election of a circuit judge at the spring election following the

adjustment.”.

L 2. Page 1483, line @after that line insert:
w

“(1¢) ELECTION QF CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES.
., ‘/ l/
1/\!%!&\ ,j

(a) Thejboundary of judicial subdistrict‘f& created under section 753.015 (2) of

the statutes, as created by this 'act, is the boundary that encloses Milwaukee County

supervisory districts 1 to 7, 9, 10, 13, 15, 18, and 25 as of January 1, 2001. The
1acked ( )j ’ L

boundary of judicial subdistrict (B created under section 753.015 (2) is the boundary

that encloses Milwaukee County supérvisory districts 8, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19, and

20 to 24 as of January 1, 2001. These boundaries apply until Milwaukee County

‘/
initially adjusts the judicial subdistrict boundaries under section 753.015 (2) of the

statutes, as created by this ac'WMWWiW
v’ . e
(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), and section 753.015 (2) of the statutes, as
created by this act, if Milwaukee County adopts a final plan adjusting its supervisory
v .
districts under section 59.10 (2) (a) of the statutes based on the results of the 2000

L~
federal decennial census of population before the effective date of this paragraph, the

Milwaukee County board of supervisors shall, by November 1, 2001, W@e@t

@ &o%sﬁ% designate the supervisory districts that the judicial subdistricts are
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it exton prie, | 4

composed of so tha’g\ substantially the same territory exists in judicial,subdistricts%}}

l ) . .. .. . . [(()] l@) . . ‘/”
and B as existed in judicial subdistricts' A"and B'described in paragraph (a).”.

(396 (&
I/ 3. P‘a:ge V145, line 4@ after that line insert:

S
“(75 ELECTION OF CIRCUIT CO[‘IBI‘ JUDGES. The treatment of sectio:i

+he é&;@f-{m ob clreud court
)‘V\éses ot the G0 )‘f””\
¢ [eeton




- the number of candidates to be elected

2001-2002-DRAFTING INSERT LRBb1010/1insRM
FROM THE : RIM&JTK:...:...
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU :

/1. Page 3, line 3: aftex ine insert:

“SECTION 93m. 8.11 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.11 (2) WULOUS COUNTIES ) A primary shaﬂ be held in

counties having a population of 500,000 or more whenever there are more than twice

to

the county board of supervisors from any one district or to any judicial office within

the county, except that{in Milwaukee County«a primary shall be held whenever

there are more than twice the number of candidates to be elected to the office of

. v
circuit court judge from any one judicial subdistrict under s. 753.015 (2).”.
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRBbO7H1dn_
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Attached is a map of}c‘l’;/e/ supervigory districts I u,s‘éfi to create the first set o Judi%\

subdigtricts. Do ydu want to change any of the designated, supervisory’districts?
Anotﬁ\% possib}e/Way to draw the two judicial subdistricts is to\have th

be the interstatg. That creates a clear linpethat will not change a¥ the pépulation shifts

and is relatively easy to draft and understand, but does not follow"eléction jurisdiction
boundaries.

lo \As/hfmmm article 7, section 6, of the Wisconsin Constitution reqﬁires
circuit court boundaries to be bounded by county lines. This draft does not follow that

requirement
m—— : —
/ 7
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

2. Proposed s. 753.015, stats., contained in this draft, which creates judicial

~ subdistricts in Milwaukee County based on territory rather than equal population,

may be challengeable as offending the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment.
In Kramer v. Union Free Sch. Dist. No 15, 89 S.iCt. 1886 (1969), the U.S. Supreme Court
held that the one—person, oneXote pr1nc1ple\'e/xtendS to elective units of government
with or without legislative authority. To the extent that circuit court judges in
Milwaukee County are vested with governmental powers that have a broad range of
impacts on all citizens in Milwaukee County, their election may be subject to the
one—person, one¥ote rule.

This issue could be avoided by requiring the judicial subdistricts created under the
draft to be substantially equal in population. This requirement could be imposed in
addition to the requirements that the judicial subdistricts be composed of whole
supervisory districts and substantially the same territory as currently provided under
the draft (provided the judicial subdistricts created under the draft currently are

substantially equal in population). However, by-edeing[this requirementthe draft
would limit the options available to Milwaukee County during the [process of
redistricting its supervisory districts. »)

3. This draft assumes that the budget Wily{ecome law by November 1, 2001. See
proposed SECTIONS 9109 (1¢) (b) and 9309 (74). If it appears as though the byydget will
become law after that dajé, this draft will need to be adjusted so that it firs applies
to the 2003 spring election rather than the 2002 spring election.

T

Robert P. Nelson ;;Z/"Q
Senior Legislative Attorney : " J
Phone: (608) 267-7511 7;«
E-mail: robert.nelson@legis.state.wi. us v “ fo i o ,9
o ‘0
Robert J. Marchant | %(:(f Cptf *YIL
Legislative Attorney [ rﬁg /)
Phone: (608) 2614454 N /Q/T.
E-mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us €z 5
/ Q/’Z,,f
Ay ]
J effery T. Kuesel v A u

"Managing Attorney

Ph 1 (608) 2666778
one: (608) ~—
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June 17, 2001

1. Article 7, section 6, of the Wisconsin Constitution requires circuit court boundaries
to be bounded by county lines. This draft does not follow that requirement.

2. Proposed s. 753.015, stats., contained in this draft, which creates judicial
subdistricts in Milwaukee County based on territory rather than equal population,
may be challengeable as offending the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment.
In Kramer v. Union Free Sch. Dist. No 15, 89 S.Ct. 1886 (1969), the U.S. Supreme Court
held that the one—person, one—vote'principle extends to elective units of government
with or without legislative authority. To the extent that circuit court judges in
Milwaukee County are vested with governmental powers that have a broad range of
impacts on all citizens in Milwaukee County, their election may be subject to the
one—person, one—vote rule.

This issue could be avoided by requiring the judicial subdistricts created under the
draft to be substantially equal in population. This requirement could be imposed in
addition to the requirements that the judicial subdistricts be composed of whole
supervisory districts and substantially the same territory as currently provided under
the draft (provided the judicial subdistricts created under the draft currently are
substantially equal in population). However, if this requirement were added and the
requirement was retained for judicial subdistricts to be composed of whole supervisory
districts, the draft would limit the options available to Milwaukee County during the
process of redistricting its supervisory districts.

3. This draft assumes that the budget will become law by November 1, 2001. See
proposed SECTIONS 9109 (1w) (b) and 9309 (7w). If it appears as though the budget will
become law after that date, this draft will need to be adjusted so that it first applies
to the 2003 spring election rather than the 2002 spring election.

Robert P. Nelson

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7511

E-mail: robert.nelson@legis.state.wi.us

Robert J. Marchant
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-4454 :
E—mail: robert.marchant@legis.state.wi.us

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 2666778
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SDC.......Keckhaver — CN6567, Create 2 judicial circuit court subdistricts in
the county of Milwaukee

For 2001-03 BUDGET — NoT READY FoOR INTRODUCTION
CAUCUS SENATE AMENDMENT

TO SENATE SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 2001 SENATE BILL 55

At the locations indicated, amend the substitute amendment as follows:

1. Page 3, line 3: after that line insert:
“SECTION 93m. 8.11 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.11 (2) MILwAUKEE-COUNTY POPULOUS COUNTIES. A primary shall be held in

counties having a population of 500,000 or more whenever there are more than twice
the number of candidates to be elected to-anyjudicial office-within the county-or to
the county board of supervisors from any one district or fo any judicial office within
the county, except that in Milwaukee County a primary shall be held whenever there
are more than twice the number of candidates to be elected to the office of circuit court

judge from any one judicial subdistrict under s. 753.015 (2).”.
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2. Page 1.182, line 6: after that line insert:

“SECTION 3773m. 753.015 of the statutes is created to read:

753.015 Election of circuit judges. (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), circuit
judges shall be elected by the qualified electors of the circuit on a countywide basis.
Except as provided in sub. (2), a circuit judge shall reside in the circuit in which he
or she is elected.

(2) The circuit judges for branches 1 to 24 in the 1st judicial administrative
district shall be elected from a judicial subdistrict, composed of whole supervisory
districts, designated as judicial subdistrict “A”. The circuit judges for branches 25
to 47 in the 1st judicial administrative district shall be elected from a judicial
subdistrict, composed of whole supervisory districts, designated as judicial
subdistrict “B”. A circuit judge in the 1st judicial administrative district shall reside
in the judicial subdistrict from which he or she is elected. Within 30 days after
Milwaukee County adopts a final plan adjusting its supervisory districts under s.
59.10 (2) (a), the Milwaukee County board of supervisors shall, to the extent possible,
adjust the designation of the supervisory districts that the judicial subdistricts are
composed of so that substantially the same territory exists in judicial subdistricts “A”
and “B” as existed before the supervisory districts were adjusted. The adjusted
subdistricts shall apply to the election of a circuit judge at the spring election

following the adjustment.”.
3. Page 1322, line 15: after that line insert:
“(1w) ELECTION OF CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES.

(a) The initial boundary of judicial subdistrict “A” created under section

753.015 (2) of the statutes, as created by this act, is the boundary that encloses
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Milwaukee County supervisory districts 1 to 7, 9, 10, 13, 15, 18, and 25 as of January
1, 2001. The initial boundary of judicial subdistrict “B” created under section
753.015 (2) is the boundary that encloses Milwaukee County supervisory districts 8,
11,12, 14, 16, 17, 19, and 20 to 24 as of January 1, 2001. These boundaries apply until
Milwaukee County initially adjusts the judicial subdistrict boundaries under section
753.015 (2) of the statutes, as created by this act.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), and section 753.015 (2) of the statutes, as
created by this act, if Milwaukee County adopts a final plan adjusting its supervisory
districts under section 59.10 (2) (a) of the statutes based on the results of the 2000
federal decennial census of population before the effective date of this paragraph, the
Milwaukee County board of supervisors shall, by November 1, 2001, designate the
supervisory districts that the judicial subdistricts are composed of so that, to the
extent possible, substantially the same territory exists in judicial subdistricts “A”
and “B” as existed in judicial subdistricts “A” and “B” described in paragraph (a).”.

4. Page 1396, line 6: after that line insert:

“(7w) ELECTION OF CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES. The treatment of sections 8.11 (2) and

753.015 of the statutes and SECTION 9109 (1w) of this act first apply to the election

- of circuit court judges at the 2002 spring election.”.

(END)



