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01-029.

Department of Health and Family Services
2001-2003 Statutory Language Request
June 20, 2000

General Relief Benefits for Counties other than Milwaukee County

\\6 N
| Current Language : 19 | L,D
5:49.027 | g Al

Proposed Change

1. Eliminate all statutory language relating to the 1994 limitation on non-Milwaukee counties’
maximum share of general relief [Delete 49.027 (2)(a)1.a., 49. 027 (2)(2)1.b., 49. 027
2)(@)1.c., 49.027 (2)(a)1.d., 49.027 (2)(2)2., and 49.027 (2)(a)3.; renumber '49.027
(2)(a)2.a., 49.027 (2)(a)2.b.; and edit 49.027 (2)(a)4 and 49.027 (2)(b) to reflect new
numbering.]

. Add language to 49.027 (2)(a) so that the state reimbursement for general relief to counties
other than Milwaukee County does not exceed the appropriated amount. If the \

reimbursement is expected to exceed the appropriated amount, reimbursement 10 all
participating counties will be pro-rated so to not exceed the appropriated amount.

Effect of the Change

o)

This language will restructure the reimbursement formula for non-Milwaukee counties for
general relief block grant funds, and base reimbursement on current need and not need as
established in 1994.

Rationale for the Change

In the 1995-1997 biennial budget act, Wisconsin Act 27, the state’s mandatory general relief
program was changed to an optional county general relief block grant program. Act 27 created
three separate general relief block grant programs: a tribal block grant program, a general
relief block grant program for \/Illwaukee County, and a general relief block grant for counties
other than Milwaukee

Although Act 27 expanded use of general relief in counties other than Mllwaukee and provided
an opportunity for counties to more freely provide assistance to dependent persons, current law
limits the general relief block grant program from adapting to population and demographic
changes. Each county cannot receive a higher portion of the total currently appropriated funds
for general relief than the portion received of total 1994 general relief funds, regardless of
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raphic changes that may have occurred in relation to other counties participating in
| relief. The 1994 limitation does not allow the Department to meet the changing needs
punties through the general relief program. '

sired Effective Date: Upon Passage of the Budget Bill
DHES :
\gency Contact: Anne Miller
‘ ' 266-5422
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LFB......Morgan — Reimbursement formula for general relief for counties
other than Milwaukee County

FoRr 2001-03 BUDGET — NoT REAaDY FOorR INTRODUCTION
SENATE AMENDMENT
TO SENATE SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,

TO 2001 SENATE BILL 55

ke
swbsamendmd'
At the locatlons indicated, amend the/ ¥ as follows:

7 /Lf’%/«/ (END)
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YSEcTIONZ. 49.027 (2) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
/e50.d
2 49.027 (2) (a) (intro.) If a county is eligible to receive a relief block grant in a
year, the department shall pay to the county, in accordance with s. 49.031 and subject
to par. (c), from the appropriation under s. 20.435 (4) (bt), an amount for that year

determined as follows:

2]

4
5
1630 %
@ SECTIONﬁ. 49.027 (2) (a) 1. of the statutes is repealed.
Sloch
@ SECTIONj{ 49.027 (2) (a) 3. of the s?;gtutes is repealed.
oSl
@ SECTION[Q\ 49.027 (2) (a) 4. of the st;{utes 1s amended to read:
9 49.027 (2) (a) 4. From the amount determined under subd. 8. 2., the department
shall subtract amounts paid to hospitals in that county under s. 49.45 (6y) and (6z)

for that calendar year
Jyaled s
SECTION %. 49.027 (2) (c) of the statutes is created to read:

ot
@Eo

13 49.027 (2) (c) If sufficient funds are not available to pay all of the relief block

14 grants calculated under par. (a), the department shall prorate the available funds

3}

L4

©

among the eligible counties in proportion to the amounts calculated under par. (a).

16 (END)
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LFB.......Morgan — Reimbursement formula for general relief for counties

other than Milwaukee County
FoR 2001-03 BUDGET — NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION
SENATE AMENDMENT

TO SENATE SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 2001 SENATE BILL 55

At the locations indicated, amend the substitute amendment as follows:

1. Page 586, line 13: after that line insert:

“SECTION 1656d. 49.027 (2) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.027 (2) (a) (intro.) If a county is eligible to receive a relief block grant in a
year, the department shall pay to the county, in accordance with s. 49.031 and subject

to par. (c), from the appropriation under s. 20.435 (4) (bt), an amount for that year

determined as follows:
SECTION 1656dd. 49.027 (2) (a) 1. of the statutes is repealed.
SECTION 1656dg. 49.027 (2) (a) 3. of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 1656di. 49.027 (2) (a) 4. of the statutes is amended to read:
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49.027 (2) (a) 4. From the amount determined under subd. 3- 2., the department

shall subtract amounts paid to hospitals in that county under s. 49.45 (6y) and (6z)

for that calendar year.

SECTION 1656dL. 49.027 (2) (¢) of the statutes is created to read:

49.027 (2) (c) If sufﬁcient funds are not available to pay all of the relief block
grants calculated under par. (a), the department shall prorate the available funds
among the eligible counties in proportion to the amounts calculated ﬁnder par. (a).”.

(END)



