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The agricultural industry in Wisconsin is in a crisis. At a time when most of the nation is benefiting
from a growing economy, the farming community is not sharing in this growth. While many
Americans are seeing current prosperity and future security, the people who work the land and provide
food to this booming economy are seeing shrinking incomes and uncertain futures.

The problems faced by the agricultural community are numerous and multifaceted. Commodity prices
are depressed at the same time that production costs are increasing. Multiple agricultural sectors are
being affected simultaneously, including dairy, beef and hog production. Producers are facing
mounting competition, from overseas where production is subsidized by national governments and
from other states that benefit from federal pricing systems that discriminate against midwest producers.
Increasing consolidation of agricultural operations is placing greater competitive pressure on small
producers, as well. Environmental regulation of farming is becoming prescriptive and more expensive
adding costs that farmers cannot afford.
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The number of family farms in operation is steadily declining, continuing a decades-long trend.
Discouraged dairy farmers abandon dairy for other farming options or leave farming altogether. As
older farmers retire, farms go out of production or are bought for consolidation because young people
are not willing to take on the burdens of operating a farm in the current economy. The declining
number of farm operations in turn threatens the economy of the support community. An economically
weakened support community further stresses the producers, contributing to a vicious spiral of
declining viability in our rural community. These trends threaten the tradition of the family farm in
Wisconsin.

Action by Assembly Committee on Agriculture

Wisconsin State Representative Al Ott, Chairperson of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture, was
determined to respond to the farm economy crisis. He scheduled a statewide series of listening
sessions/public hearings to hear the concerns of the farming community. He wanted to hear directly
from the affected individuals, in their own words, the nature and extent of the problems they are
facing. He also wanted to seek their views on state and federal agricultural policy. In addition, he
used the hearings as an opportunity for resource personnel of state and federal agencies to answer
farmers’ questions and to direct participants to sources of assistance.

The specific goals of the hearings were the following:

* Collect information and report what is happening in the state to Wisconsin’s congressional
delegation and to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.

e Offer the opportunity for members of the agricultural community to express, in their own words
the impact of the current situation. .
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* Make the economic concerns of agriculture more visible to the general population.




* Provide information on the various resources available to the agricultural industry.
* Generate ideas on possible ways to alleviate the hardship faced by Wisconsin agriculture.
e Bring the rnedia and the agricultural industry together.

In undertaking these hearings, Chairperson Ott acknowledged the important reality that the current
agricultural crisis is larger in scope than the directive of the State Assembly Committee on Agriculture.
In and of themselves, the hearings could not be expected to produce solutions, either immediately or
even in the long term, to the underlying problems. Accordingly, the purpose of the hearings was not to
solve the problems or even to recommend specific solutions. Rather, they were intended as a means to
channel the views of the Wisconsin agricultural community to policy makers.

Four public hearings were held in August of 2000 at locations around the state. They were structured
as hearings of four separate subcommittees to accommodate the schedules of committee members. For
the convenience of farmers, three of the four sessions were held in livestock sales barns, while the
fourth location was a dairy farm. At each location, participants had umque issues of concern.

Togcther the four 1ocat10ns were representative of the entire state.

Members of the public were invited to contribute testimony to the subcommittees and those who did
not testify were asked to register their presence. Agency resource personnel and members of the media
were assembled to interact with the subcommittees and with the public. Several area legislators aiso
attended the hearings.

The subcommittees heard testimony on a wide range of topics of concern to the farming community.
Many speakers described the hardships caused by current low commodity prices; many also made very
specific statements regarding the directions that should be taken in state and federal agricultural pohcy, ;
~ and many shared ideas for local and farm-based actlons that should be pursued to address the
 agricultural crisis. o , , ~

Committee Report

The final results of these listening sessions are presented in this report. Documented in outline form,
Appendix 1 presents a summary of the statements and suggestions that were made in oral and written
testimony before the four subcommittees. The suggestions are presented in the outline as stated in the
hearings, without further elaboration or refinement.

The design of Appendix 1 recognizes that the various aspects of the farmers’ predicament must be
addressed at the appropriate level. The suggestions collected at the hearings were separated into four
categories based on area of jurisdiction. Matters of federal jurisdiction, especially those that are
addressed in current federal programs, include the issues of pricing, competition, certain environmental
regulations, and food production and distribution. Comments relating to these issues will be forwarded
to federal policy makers for use in improving the existing programs and in developing future policies.
On matters of state jurisdiction, the report addresses financial and technical assistance programs, taxes,
food quality, animal health issues and certain other environmental regulations. These suggestions will
be made available to state legislators for consideration in evaluating current programs affecting
Wisconsin agriculture and developing future policy. Issues such as zoning laws, development rights
and problems related to local agricultural marketing cooperatives would be best addressed at the local
level or even at the level of the individual farmer; the report 1dent1fles these as suggestions for action
by local governments and individual farmers.
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Appendix 2 shows the dates and locations of the hearings. It lists the names of the participating
committee members, committee staff, members of the public who testified or who observed, resource

people and media representatives who were present. The table in Appendix 2 shows the numbers of
individuals who participated in each hearing.

The ideas generated during the hearings in Wisconsin and compiled into this report serve as a voice for
Wisconsin agriculture. This report will be forwarded to the Wisconsin Congressional Delegation and
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, in addition to state and local policy makers.



APPENDIX 1:

SUGGESTIONS MADE TO SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS BY
THE WISCONSIN AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY



I. Federal
- A. Prices and competition

1. General federal policies
a) Reconsider the current low pnce/h:gh production
national food policy
b) Declare a federal state of emergency regarding
agricultural commodity pnces
c) Set higher support prices
d) Redirect federal spending to support agriculture
e) Provide an adequate safety net for farmers
f) Manage the supply of agricultural products, mciudmg
controls on production
g) Declare food to be a critical national resource
h) Open all foreign markets to US produce, including -
China and Cuba i _
i) Address the issue of subsidies for foreign competitors

2. Milk and cheese pricing
a) Improve the reporting of milk prices paid by
processors, for example, monthly reporting
b) Consider a northwest dairy coalition instead of the
Midwest dairy compact
c¢) Bring Califomia into the milk pricing system
d) Investigate the prices charged for cheese
e) Improve inventory reporting for butter and cheese
f) Investigate inequities in volume pricing
g) Consider environmental comphance costs in
determining prices , '
h) Ask the Attomey General to investigate agricultural
commodity pricing
i) Use anti-trust laws to address noncompetitive
practices of buyers and suppliers

3. Reporting of production
a) Require full reporting of all cheese produced
b) Require reporting of whey produced, especially in
connection with nonfat dry milk

4. The farm-consumer price gap
a) Investigate how food prices are affected by
“middlemen”
b) Audit factors that determine the price of cheese
c) Impose quotas on milk solid proteins

5. Impose quotas on agricultural commodities
a) Cease the importation of milk protein concentrate
(MPC) until prices are higher
b) Determine when to impose quotas based on farmers
receiving cost of production and cost of living

B. Food production and distribution issues
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ll. State
A. Financial programs to assist farmers

—
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. Use of MPC in cheese

a) Investigate inappropriate use of MPC
b) Test MPC in cheese and enforce restrictions

. Labeling
a) Require country of origin labels for agricultural
products
b) Require labeling of products to highlight differences
between US and foreign products
c) Use labels to identify practices used to produce food
d) Establish a “family farm” label for agricultural products

Inspection of meat

a) Allow state inspection of meat shipped in interstate
commerce
b) Prevent use of the US inspection label to imply that
meat is produced in the US

. Surplus food

a) Use USfood surpluses in overseas disaster relief and
local nutrition programs

b) Use oversupply of milk to make powdered milk and do
research ‘

c¢) Place surpluses in state-controlled “welfare
warehouses”

C. Environmental regulations

1. Adopt reasonable regulations in the coastal zone
management and similar programs
2. Have the EPA develop manure storage regulations that are

- specific to individual states
D. Programs to assist farmers

1. Create a separate program to support dairy grazing

2. Allow subordinations in agricultural loan guarantees to
reduce costs of refinancing

3. Create a program of direct payments to farmers based on a

farmer’s prior year gross income (i.e., farmer's “unemployment

compensation”)
4. Provide access to affordable health insurance
5. Increase the amount of land entered in conservation reserve

1.

E. Miscellaneous
Eliminate block voting by cooperatives

2. Review whether the benefits to farmers under Social
Security will be adequate in light of low farm income during a
farmer’s earning years

3. Keep the Mississippi River open as a transportation route

1. Develop programs to assist direct marketing by small and
medium sized farms; connect farmer and consumer directly



2. Involve the Department of Commerce in the agricultural
industry
3. Provide loans for farmers to develop niche markets
4. Change the WHEDA CROP program to provide assistance
for more than a one-year period
5. Ask the Governor to request emergency funding from the
President
6. Create a buyout program for Johne's disease to remove
cattle and reduce milk supply
7. Provide access to affordable health insurance
a) Fund BadgerCare
b) Address preexisting medical conditions
8. Marketing
a) Allow the milk marketing board to set the base price
~ for milk and to lobby congress on behalf of WI milk
producers
b) Market WI cheese nationwide
B. Technical assistance programs to assist farmers
1. Give PSC authority to order electric coops to address stray
voltage
C. Taxes
1. Use value assessment
‘a) Expand use value assessment to include forested
land on a farm
b) Differentiate between agricultural and recreational
woodlands in use value assessment ,
c) Make use value assessment avatlab!e only to land
thatis permanently in agricultural use
d) Evaluate the program to determine benefits to
farmers; report on the effects on farms
e) Consider applicability of use value assessment to
farm improvements
: 2. Eliminate sales taxes paid by farmers
D. Food quality
1. Implement quality checks on imported agricultural
commodities
E. Animal health
1. Address tuberculosis concerns, especially in relation to
white-tailed deer
2. Johne’s tests
a) Speed up results
b) Lower costs
3. Change implied warranty law to exclude Johne’s and
pseudorabies
4. Reimburse for TB testing
F. Environmental regulations




1. Ensure adequate staffing at DNR

2. Reduce the costs of manure storage regulations

3. Nonpoint source pollution ,
a) Adopt standards that recognize differences in terrain
throughout the state
b) Provide funding to install facilities
¢) Review navigable waters regulations as applied to
farms
d) Provide that all farms are eligible for payments, not
just ones that are expanding

4. Do not require improvement of drainage ditches unless

farmers choose to

5. Speed up decisions by DNR on permlts

6. Provide similar enforcement of discharge regulatlons in rural

“areas as in urban areas

G. Crop and livestock damage

1. Sandhill cranes and wild turkeys
a) Pay crop damage

2. Coyotes
a) Impose a bounty
b) Pay for damages to livestock
c) Ease hunting restrictions

3. Generally, reduce wildlife populations
a) Set up programs to match hunters and farmers who
need deer herd thxnned

H. Miscellaneous

1. Provide full fundmg for the mornmg m;lk program

2. Replace soda machines with milk machines in schools

3. Investigate progress in addressing stray voltage

4. Incentives for meat packers to buy from small producers

lll. Local
A. Purchase of development rights (PDR) programs
. Ensure that PDR assists farmers rather than those who
" remove land from agricultural use

2. Administer PDR through an elected body
3. Review restrictions placed on farms with land affected by
PDR

B. Zoning
1. Allow and facilitate the placement of large scale animal
agriculture in areas zoned for exclusive agricultural use

IV.Farmers
A. Production
1. Adopt more efficient practices
2. Use caution in adopting biotechnology, which will increase
production and reduce prices
B. Marketing



1. Increase use of futures markets

2. Focus on national and international markets

3. Educate the public regarding animal rights issues
C. Coops

1. Increase the use of cooperative marketing

2. Participate directly in marketing coops

3. Limit imports to coops and limit processing only to member's
products

4. Attend annual meetings and participate
D. Use the state insurance pool
E. Work to attract a new generation into farming

AT,



APPENDIX 2:

PARTICIPANTS IN SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS




This appendix presents information regarding the hearings. The table below identifies
the location and date of each hearing and summarizes participation in the hearings; the
following pages list the participants. The appendix identifies only those people who
registered at the hearings or otherwise made themselves known to the committee clerk.
The total number of individuals who participated in the four hearings is slightly less than
the sum of the totals for the individual hearings because of committee members, staff and
resource people who attended more than one hearing. However, the total participation
was greater than is shown here since some members of the public did not register. In
particular, it is estimated that 20 to 30 members of the public were present but did not
register at the August 28 hearing in Durand. We acknowledge the potent1a1 concerning
errors and omissions and apologize for any that may have occurred.

Participants in Committee Hearings

Hearing - Committee | Members of | Members of | Resource
Location and Members and | the Public | the Public | People and Total
Date Staff Testifying | Observing Media
Equity Livestock,
Richland Center, 7 15 15 13 50
August 24, 2000
Spindler Dairy,
Durand, 8 24 36 13 81
August 28, 2000
Equity Livestock,
Johnson Creek, 7 14 15 15 51
August 29, 2000 G ' :
Equity Livestock, | ' ,
Reedsville, 9 15 10 16 50
August 31, 2000




Subcommittee on the State of Agriculture
Richland Center, WI
Thursday, August 24, 2000

Committee Members Ann Greenheck, Lone Rock
, . Harold Huffman, Richland Center, farmer
Rep. Al Ott, Chair Lynn Jasper, Muscoda
Rep. Joan Spillner W.A. Johnson, Portage, representing Alliant Energy
Rep. John Ainsworth Russell Koch, Muscoda, farmer
Rep. John Steinbrink Paul Larsen, Viroqua, representing WI Ag Bankers
: Assc.
Committee Staff Jim Myers, Madison

Dan Redington, Wonewoc, dairy farmer

Sh Redington, W
Mark Patronsky, Attorney, Legislative Council M :rV;IISta d ellzglgiréhl at?c!llz“;:er

Beata Kalies, Committee Clerk, Office of Rep. Al Ott S
L ’ Leo Stoltz, Hillpoint
Joe Malkasian, Page, Office of Assembly Sergeant Jennifer Vogt, 151 adison, Ag Technology Studies

at Arms UW-Madison
Members of the Public Testifving Resource People

Martin Tollofsen, Fennimore, banker; member of Ron Touchen, Deputy State Statistician, DATCP

the Wisconsin Bankefs Assoc‘iation Board_ . Dr. Clarence Siroky, State Veterinarian, DATCP
Chuck Stevenson, Viola, raises sheep in Richland Barbara Tock, District Director, Farm Service Agency
County ) USDA
Dan Deneen, Black Earth, worked as a crop Grant Loy, Richland Center Ex. Dir., FSA USDA
consultant for 20 years, has grown organic Jeanne Meier. Farm Center. DATCP
vegetables for 10 years ' James Langdon, WHEDA
Randy_ Jasper, Mus_coda, operates a dairy farm; has a Bruce Jones, UW Center for Dairy Profi tabxhty
full-time off-farm job ; - Steve Kohlstedt, UW Extension Richland County
Jerry Lehman, Reedsburg, member of the Sauk Tim Leonard, manager, Equity Livestock Co-op
County Soil and Water Conservation Committee Richland Center

Norman Fruit, Viola, owner of an 80-cow dairy

Joe Schaitel, Richland Center, owner of a 400-acre
farm, raises heifers, but is not involved in dairy
‘production

Mike Burke, Equity Livestock Co-op
Greg Beck, Equity Livestock Co-op

Sheryl Albers, Representative, S0 Assembly District Media Representatives

Robert Franke, Bloom City

Raymond Schmitz, Richland Center Lorry Erickson, Regional Editor, The Country Today
John Oncken, Oncken Communications Stacy Kleist, WRCO Radio, Richland Center

Eric Drachenberg, Arena, Wisconsin Pork Producers,
employee of a feed company; cash crop farmer

Dick Hauser, Richland Center, formerly with the
Cattlemen’s  Association, now a farm supply
representative

Ron Lund, Sun Prairie, representing Farmland
Industries

Michael Myers, Platteville, VP of Ag Lending, First
National Bank of Platteville

Members of the Public Observing

; . Rick Burknumer, Richland Center
b Pete Christianson, Madison, Kraft
o - Albert Greenheck, Lone Rock



Subcommittee on Agricultural Issues

Durand, WI

Monday, August 28, 2000

Committee Members

Rep. Al Ott, Chair

Rep. Tom Sykora

Rep. Barbara Gronemus
Rep. Joe Plouff

Committee Staff

David Lovell, Senior Analyst, Legislative Council

Beata Kalies, Committee Clerk, Office of Rep. Al Ott

Erin Napralia, Legislative Assistant, Office of Rep. Al
Ott '

Steve Krieser, Executive Assistant, Office of Sargeant
at Arms ' ‘

Members of the Public Testifying

Mel Pittman, Plum City, dairy farmer
Jan Morrow, Cornell, dairy farmer, candidate
for State Assembly

. Arnie Weisenbeck, Durand, dairy farmer
Arnold Spindler, Pepin County, dairy farmer
Tom Rotering, Fountain City, dairy. farmer
Steve Haines, Arcadia, dairy farmer
Nancy Iverson, Plum City, dairy farmer
Jamie Voelker, Rice Lake, dairy farmer

- Jay Richardson, Spring Valley, dairy farmer
Mary Anderson, Whitehall, beef farmer
Willard Haigh, Eleva, retired dairy farmer
Dennis Iverson, Plum City, farmer
Ron Huppert, Arkansaw, dairy farmer
Sam Danzinger, Durand, dairy farmer
Steven Kling, Taylor
Jeff Jackson, Clayton
Jill .~ Lucht, Chippewa ~ Falls, = dairy farmer;
representative of the Wisconsin Farmers Union

Corliss Handrickson, Beldenville, dairy farmer
Joe Bragger, Independence, dairy farmer
Andy Huppert, River Falls, dairy farmer
Marty Hallock, Mondovi, farmer
Pat Kling, Taylor
Jonathan Wayne, Durand
Bob Swenson, River Falls

Members of the Public Observing

Ted Baier, Eau Galle

Bernard A. Bauer, Durand

Lorraine Brunner, Durand, Pepin County Farmers
Union

James W. Brunner, Arkansaw

John Caturia, Arkansaw

Pete Christianson, Madison, Kraft

Jim Connolly, Mondovi, Countryside Co-op
Cory Cutsforth, Rice Lake, dairy farmer
Donald Danzinger, Durand, farmer
Jackie Danzinger, Durand, dairy farmer
Gary Evans, Mondovi

Ed Gunderson, Durand, Countryside Co-op
George Hayden, Mondovi

Sally Hayden, Mondovi

John Heck, Mondovi

Leroy Heck, Mondovi

Keith Hullopeter, Pepin

Robert Ickler, Jr., Roberts

Robert Ickler, Sr., Roberts

Lynn Johnson, Pepin

Douglas E. Knoepke, Durand

Bernard Luebker, Plum City

Kurt D. Manore, Pepin

John Meixner, Durand

Terry Mesch, Arkansaw

Ken C. Olson, Menomonie

Dave Prissel, Durand, Lone Oak Dairy, Inc.
Matt Radle, Mondovi

Jeff Schlosser, Durand

Charles Spindler, Durand, Spindler Dairy
Rod Spindler, Durand

Kerry Suchla, Arcadia

Sandy Sheets, Durand

Robert Sheets, Durand

Paul Wayne, Durand

Dell Whelan, Mondovi

Resource People

Bob Battaglia, Statistician, DATCP
Bob Cropp, UW Extension Agent, Pepin Cty

‘James Langdon, WHEDA

Ken McMahon, Elsworth, Co-op

Jeanne Meier, Farm Center, DATCP

Dr. Clarence Siroky, State Veterinarian, DATCP
Joe Tregoning, Deputy Secretary, DATCP

Julie Dokkestfull, Pepin Co. Exec. Dir., FSA

Media Representative

Gene Kirschner, Durand, WRDN Radio
Mary Trettin, Durand, WRDN Radio
Dan Lyksett, Leader-Telegram

Rep. of Courier-Wedge (local paper)
Bob Bosold, Eau Claire radio



Subcommittee on the Agricultural Industry

Johnson Creek, WI

Tuesday, August 29, 2000

Committee Members

Rep. Al Ott, Chair
Rep. Steve Kestell
Rep. John Ainsworth
Rep. John Steinbrink

Commilttee Sta

David Lovell, Senior Analyst, Legislative Council
‘Beata Kalies, Committee Clerk, Office of Rep. Al Ott
Pat McKee, Page, Office of Assembly Sergeant

at Arms ‘

Members of the Public Testifying

Mark Christenson, Lake Mills, member of the
Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board
Mike Martin, Hayward, member of the Wisconsin
Milk Marketing Board
Sue Schaefir, Watertown, dairy farmer
Norman Bartel, Watertown, retired farmer
Charles Untz, dairy farmer
Vern Newhouse, Kaukauna, farmer
Dave Matthes, Viola, Wisconsin Livestock Dealers
~ Association , St
" Harold Schoessow, Mequon, farmer
George Roemer, Hartford
Gail Goehring, buyer for Equity Livestock Sales
Sue Marx, Helenville
“Peter Haakenson, Evansville
Raymond Ireland, retired farmer
Rodell L. Singert, Mukwonago, Waukesha County
Board Supervisor

Members of the Public Observing

Dennis Bries, Johnson Creek.

Richard Brye, Middleton

Richard W. Fink, Mayville, WMMB and self
Floyd Froelich, Sullivan

James P. Furlong, Sr., Watertown

Ronald Griebenow, Watertown, dairy farmer
Phil Humphrey, Helenville

Russell Horst, Rubicon

Aaron Kutz, Jefferson, Kutz Dairy

Ron Kutz, Jefferson, Kutz Dairy

Joe Reising, Watertown

B. Weisensel, Watertown

A.C. Weisensel, Iron Ridge, Horicon State Bank

John W. Winkelman, Watertown
Mike Wollner, Neosho, Horicon State Bank

Resource People

Peter M. Overlien, USDA FSA

Jerry Doll, UW-Extension Agronomy

Ron Touchen, Deputy State Statistician, DATCP

Gene Weittenhiller, Loan Officer, WHEDA

Dr. Clarence Siroky, State Veterinarian, DATCP

Jeanne Meier, Farm Center, DATCP

Prof. Ken Bolton, Cooperative Extension Southern
County and Area

Tim Griswald, Dairy 2020

Bruce Jones, UW Center for Dairy Profitability

Sen. Scott Fitzgerald, 13th Senate District

Rep. David Ward, 37th Assembly District

Matt Hauser, Governor’s Office Staff

Neale Jones, Manager, Equity Livestock Co-op
Johnson Creek

Mike Burke, Equity Livestock Co-op

Media Representative

Gloria Hafemeister, Wisconsin State Farmer



Subcommittee on the Agricultural Economy

Reedsville, WI

Thursday, August 31, 2000

Committee Members

Rep. Al Ott, Chair
Rep. Steve Kestell
Rep. Joan Spillner
Rep. John Steinbrink
Rep. Sarah Waukau

Committee Staff

Mark Patronsky, Attorney, Legislative Council
Beata Kalies, Committee Clerk, Office of Rep. Al Ott

Erin Napralla, Legislative Assistant, Office of Rep. Al

Ott
Sherab Phunkyi, Page, Office of Assembly Sergeant
at Arms

Members of the Public Testifving

Gerald Jaeger, Campbellsport, farmer

Randy Geiger, dairy farmer, Reedsville; member
of the Wisconsin Agri-Business Council

Dr. Clarence Siroky, Wisconsin State Veterinarian

Don Cooper, Glenbeulah, farmer

Norb Van de Hei, DePere, Van de Hei, dairy farmer

Dale Behnke, Reedsville, veal grower, Wisconsin
Veal Grower Association Member

Wayne Craig, New Holstein, farmer ,

Wayne Mueller, St. Cloud: Investors Community
Bank, Manitowoc

* Gerald Vande-Heiden, Seymour

Allen Kracht, Newton, dairy farmer

Willard Krueger, Brillion

Rosalie Geiger, Reedsville, Ran-Rose Farms.
Norm Alsum, Brandon, Alsum Veal Farm
Paul Huisenga, Brandon

Member of the Public Observing

g

Pete Christianson, Madison, Kraft

Dave DuBois, Greenleaf, Quality Veal

Lee Engelbrecht, Two Rivers

Martin Huizenga, Jr., Brandon

Gary Leick, Jr., Greenleaf, Gary Leick Veal
Bill Parkinson, Chilton

Ron Redig, Chilton, Reedsville Equity
Mike Salter, Black Creek

Ervin Sinkula, Two Rivers, Irish Acres
Bernard Vander Heiden, Kaukauna

Resource People

Scott Gunderson, Manitowoc, UW-Extension

Joe Jankowski, Manitowoc, County Executive Dir.
USDA-FSA

Jennifer Kreuning, Kewaunee, UW-Extension

Keith Schultz, Manitowoc, Farm Loan
Manager USDA-FSA

Gerald Campbell, Prof. Agricultural and Applied
Economics

Jim Langdon, WHEDA

Bob Battaglia, State Statistician, DATCP

Dr. Clarence Siroky, State Veterinarian, DATCP

Will Turba, State Ag. Board

Matt Glewen, Calumet County Extension

Greg Cummings, Manager, Equity Livestock
Co-op Reedsville

Mike Burke, Equity Livestock

Media Representatives

Ray Mueller, Chilton, Wisconsin State Farmer
Press

Judy Brown, The Country Today

Pat Pankratz, Herald Times Reporter

Bill Shogren, Seymour Times
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Wants copy of Committee Hearings Report from August*

He is a hog producer and feels the swine industry is diminshing.
The state needs to do something to keep it going.

The packing plants are all gone.

The sustainable/ organic type crops are fine but not an answer for everyone.

In his business for example, he is oo big to be considered in the niche market. He can
not sell one hog at a time so he does it on consignment except that limits his business.

Direct marketing is great and he feels he should get more involved but again that alone
is not going to help an industry survive.

The “mid-size” farms need help. The big ones seem to be doing ok and the little ones
seem to find a way to survive with specialty products.

Was happy fo hear that the issues in the report were being passed on to the federal
level.



Office: P.O. Box 8953 e« Madison, WI 53708 ¢ (608) 266-5831 » Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us

$90INO0STY [BIMIEBN
suoneiad JUSWIUISA0D)
SITEIYV I9UUNSUOD
IIDQUUIDIAN

Home: P.O. Box 112 ¢ Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 ¢ (920) 989-1240

Sl b apuy)
2£E94%5
@

é‘:
&
q
(O

}

wy

AN

~J

©

PLISIA A[qUUISSY PIE e 9AIIRIUIS21IdoY 91€31S8

sonrwo) 21mnody
TUBWITEYD



LW Gkeusion T G .;.
| NG OM, Gmw\,ﬁ\(& O/\me dﬂgc/ﬁ\ﬂ@ ™ uo Rnn Whacel ke
gbﬂ\jﬁ&\ﬁ.ﬂ@ v .W@@/ IC(J,,A : < , , Z\LMP/Q Nocv, \ﬁ,crvwf,
,, W ) clec LO
A (o ? e o Wi ? m%ﬁ%xx, ) “ ,\,&O/ m
P por ¥ £2020G 53019 - 1201

~ \% * .,! a NN e AN N

,,l N oy . XD .
/me A m% ' G.\.@j@@ 123 %/ Qu;mu F\A, @ﬁ J Y w@m\, w.
123 lelu Streat Pouo B hicie T

\vJBﬁQ v\ ﬁ[wu M\ivru \Vllv %/m.u#ﬂ,,w - (\fd i

?l\& - y Told Wer pog'el Lo\
VYN poetle

D2 TR







Administration Cir, 121 W Main S1, Box 994, Port Washinglon Wi

Bldg, 412 W Kimne St, Box 69,
zmsm». moimo mnw@a,_.,nwo Wi 54810

{ Eagle River Wi 5452
Elkhom WI 531
Ave, Ste 1, Spoone

S1, Ste 1200, West Berd Wi 53005
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COPIES OF REPORT GIVEN TO: (as part of the original 50) /a,a\”

W/ 26) Mark Christensen of WMMB, Lake Mills area v o
v 27) Dan Nankee of Southwest Tach, Highland WI area
v 28) Angie Molkentin of the Governor’s Taskforce on Growing Agriculture
29) Cliff Miller of Post Crescent Piled 4o
v 30) Gloria Hafemeister of Wisconsin State Farmer
v 31) Lorry Erickson of The Country Today «
v 32) Ray Mueller of the Chilton Times v/
~/ 33) Dan Lyksett of the Leader-Telegram ¥
J 34) Pat Pankratz of the Herald Times Reporter-o
< 35) Bill Shogren of Seymour Times ~ ~
v 36) Ben DATCP v
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Dairy 2020 Mtg. Al’s original was copied and distributed by the Commerce Dept to:

Tim Griswald

Bruce Jones

John Oncken

Jane Schoepel of State Farmer

As well as all the members of the Dairy 2020 council
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From: Walker, William
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2000 11:12 AM
To: Rep.Ott

Representative Ott or staff,

May | have a copy of the report on the agricultural crisis referenced in the attached press
release? Direct it to my attention at the address below. Thank you.

1019ottagriculture.pdf

William D. Walker

Executive Policy and Budget Analyst
Division of Executive Budget and Finance
State of Wisconsin

Department of Administration

(608) 266-7329 Phone 101 East Wilson St, 10th Floor
(608) 267-0372 Fax PO Box 7864
william.walker@doa.state.wi.us Madison, WI 53707-7864
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Chairman:
Agriculture Committee

d Al Ottt

O / State Representative e 3rd Assembly District

Ocftober 16, 2000

Mr. Mike Burke and Mr. Greg Beck

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association
Corporate Office

E 10890 Penny Lane

Baraboo, Wi 63913

Dear Mike and Greg:

First, let me say thank you for your willingness to participate in the series of listening
sessions held in August. The purpose was fo channel the information gathered to
appropriate policy makers (federal, state and local) that might be able to address the
problems.

From the personal festimonials heard at the hearings, we can all attest to the fact that
almost everyone associated with agriculture has felt an impact. A wide variety of issues
were brought forth in the testimony expressed fo the subcommittee members. With over
230 people participating in the hearings, the effort was successful. But the work has only
just begun, ;

Along with this letter please find a finalized copy of the subcommittees’ work effort. We
hope that these ideas generate improvements to existing programs and help develop
policy to address future issues. Please, help keep Wisconsin “America’s Dairyland” for
future generations. Again, thanks for your help and support.

Sincerely and fogether for agriculture,

Al Ott

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District

Enc.

Member:

Consumer Affairs
Government Operations
Natural Resources

Office: PO. Box 8953 « Madison, WI 53708 s (608) 266-5831 « Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us

Home: P.O. Box 112 ¢ Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 » (920) 989-1240



From: Jon and Angie Molkentin [jamolk @ execpc.com]
Sent: Monday, October 02, 2000 1:02 PM

To: Rep.Ott

Subject:  Statewide Agriculture Hearings

Representative Ott:

| am serving on the Governor’s Taskforce on Growing Agriculture. You may have been contacted
by some of my fellow taskforce members for information regarding your perspectives on Growing
Wisconsin Agriculture.

I’'m wondering if you have any official summaries of your Statewide Agriculture Hearings that we
could refer to in our work. Due to. some conflicts, | was unable to attend, but would like to include
any input you may wish to share from these hearings (or any other appropriate input).

If you have already passed along this info to another taskforce member, | apologize for any
duplication. Thank you for your commitment to Wisconsin agriculture!

Angie Molkentin, APR

Free-lance Public Relations Writing and Counseling
123 Gamekeeper Court

Oconomowoc, W| 53066

(262) 646-3505

jamolk @ execpc.com



Member:

Consumer Affairs
Government Operations
Natural Resources

Chairman: g/
Agriculture Committéq/‘f

State Representative e 3rd Assembly District

October 16, 2000

Ms. Angie Molkentin, APR

Governor’s Taskforce on Growing Agriculture
123 Gamekeeper Court ‘
Oconomowoc, Wi 63066

Dear Ms. Molkentin:

As Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture for the State of Wisconsin, |
appoinfed bipartisan subcommittees from the Agriculture Committee membership. Then
I arranged four statewide public listening sessions in response to the devastating crisis
faced by those involved in agriculture in Wisconsin. The purpose was to channel the
information gathered to the appropriate policy makers (federal, state and local) that
might be able to address the problems.

As you are aware, the low milk price has particularly affected many farmers and dairy
producers. In addition almost everyone associated with the agricultural community has
felt an impact. From the testimony, it is obvious that agribusinesses are struggling to
survive. A wide variety of serious issues were brought forth in the testimony expressed to
the subcommittee members. With over 230 people participating in the hearings, the
effort was successful. Since the agricultural crisis needs to be addressed nationally as well
as locally, | wanted fo bring to your atfention Wisconsin’s situation in particular.

The attached report contains the summary in outline form of the suggestions presented
at the listening sessions this past August. | am forwarding this report to you in the hope
that it may be useful in creating future proposals as well as evaluating current agriculture
related programs. Please, help us keep agriculture strong in Wisconsin and America.

Please do noft hesitate to contact me if | can be of assistance as you give consideration
o these ideas. These issues are vitally important to the current economy and the future
of agriculture in the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Al Oft

Chair, Agriculfure Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District

Enc.

Office: P.O. Box 8953 « Madison, WI 53708 e (608) 266-5831 e Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us
Home: PO. Box 112  Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112  (920) 989-1240
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October 16, 2000

Mr. Dan Mankee
5705 County Road P
Highland, Wi 53543

Dear Mr. Mankee:

As Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture for the State of Wisconsin, |
appointed bipartisan subcommittees from the Agriculture Committee membership. Then
| arranged four statewide public listening sessions in response to the devastating crisis
faced by those involved in agriculture in Wisconsin. The purpose was to channel the
information gathered to the appropriate policy makers (federal, state and local) that
might be able to address the problems.

As you are aware, the low milk price has particularly affected many farmers and dairy
producers. In addition almost everyone associated with the agricultural community has
felt an impact. From the festimony, it is obvious that agribusinesses are struggling fo
survive, A wide variety of serious issues were brought forth in the testimony expressed to
the subcommittee members. With over 230 people participating in the hearings, the
effort was successful. Since the agricultural crisis needs to be addressed nationally as well
as locally, | wanted to bring to your attention Wisconsin's situation in particular.

The attached report contains the summary in outline form of the suggestions presented
at the listening sessions this past August. | am forwarding this report fo you in the hope
that it may be useful in creating future proposals as well as evaluating current agriculture
related programs. Please, help us keep agriculture strong in- Wisconsin-.and -America.

Please do not hesitate to confact me if | can be of assistance as you give consideration
to these ideas. These issues are vitally important fo the current economy and the future
of agriculfure in the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Al Oft

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District

Enc.
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" Chairman:

Agriculture Committee é«b/

a2

Member:

Consumer Affairs
Government Operations
Natural Resources

oV

65‘

State Representative e 3rd Assembly District

October 16, 2000

Mr. Mark Christenson
W7004 Manske Rd.
Lake Mills, WI 53551

Dear Mr. Christenson:

As Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture for the State of Wisconsin, |
appoinfed bipartisan subcommittees from the Agriculture Committee membership. Then
I arranged four statewide public listening sessions in response fo the devastating crisis
faced by those involved in agriculture in Wisconsin. The purpose was to channel the
information gathered to the appropriate policy makers (federal, state and local) that
might be able to address the problems.

As you are aware, the low milk price has particularly affected many farmers and dairy
producers. In addition almost everyone associated with the agricultural community has
felt an impact. From the testimony, it is obvious that agribusinesses are struggling to
survive. A wide variety of serious issues were brought forth in the testimony expressed to
the subcommittee members. With over 230 people participating in the hearings, the
effort was successful. Since the agricultural crisis needs fo be addressed nationally as well
as locdlly, | wanted to bring to your attention Wisconsin's situation in particular.

The attached report contains the summary in outline form of the suggestions presented
at the listening sessions this past August. | am forwarding this report to you in the hope
that it may be useful in creating future proposals as well as evaluating current agriculture
related programs. Please, help us keep agriculture strong in Wisconsin and America.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if | can be of assistance as you give consideration
fo these ideas. These issues are vitally important to the current economy and the future
of agriculture in the State of Wisconsin,

Sincerely,

Al Ott

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District

Enc.

Office: P.O. Box 8953 » Madison, WI 53708 ¢ (608) 266-5831 » Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state. wi.us

Home: P.O. Box 112 e Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 ¢ (920) 989-1240
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October 16, 2000

Representative Tom Sykora
8 North State Capitol
Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Agriculture Committee/Subcommittee Members:

First, let me say thank you for your willingness to participate in the series of listening
sessions held in August. The purpose was to channel the information gathered o
appropriate policy makers (federal, state and local) that might be able to address the
problems. .

From the personal testimonials heard af the hearings, we can all aftest to the fact that
almost everyone associated with agriculture has felt an impact. A wide variety of issues
were brought forth in the festimony expressed to the subcommittee members. With over
230 people participating in the hearings, the effort was successful. But the work has only
just begun.

_ Along with this letter please find a finalized copy of the subcommittees’ work effort. We
hope that these ideas generate improvements to existing programs and help develop
policy o address future issues. Please, help keep Wisconsin “America’s Dairyland” for
future generations. Again, thanks for your help and support.

Sincerely and together for agriculture,

Al Ott

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District

Enc.
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Dear Agriculture Subcommittee Member:

As the Chair of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture, | have arranged
for statewide public listening sessions during August in response to the
devastating crisis faced by those involved in agriculture. The purpose was
to collect the statements from those in the agricultural community in
Wisconsin and pass the information along to appropriate policy makers
that can address the situation. Many members of the Agriculture
Committee participated in this effort.

From the personal testimonials heard at the hearings, | can attest that
almost everyone associated with agriculture has felt an impact. The
individuals present informed the subcommittee of many varied concerns
facing farmers today. With over 230 people participating in the hearings,
the response was positive. But the work has only just begun.

The attached report contains the summary in outline form of the
suggestions presented at the listening sessions. We hope that these ideas
generate improvements to existing programs and help develop policy to
address these issues. In particular, as state legislators we can consider
these comments when drafting, evaluating, and supporting agricultural
proposals. Please, help keep Wisconsin “America’s Dairyland” for future
generations.

Sincerely,

Al Ott

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District
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October 16, 2000

The Honorable Russell Feingold
United States Senate

716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4903

Dear Senator Feingold:

As Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture for the State of Wisconsin, |
appointed bipartisan subcommittees from the Agriculture Committee membership. Then
I arranged four statewide public listening sessions in response to the devastating crisis
faced by those involved in agriculture in Wisconsin. The purpose was fo channel the
information gathered to the appropriate policy makers (federal, state and local) that
might be able to address the problems.

As you are aware, the low milk price has particularly affected many farmers and dairy
producers. In addition almost everyone associated with the agricultural commmunity has
felt an impact. From the testimony, it is obvious that agribusinesses are struggling to
survive. A wide variety of serious issues were brought forth in the testimony expressed to
the subcommittee members. With over 230 people parficipating in the hearings, the
effort was successful. Since the agricultural crisis needs to be addressed nationally as well
as locally, | wanted to bring fo your attention Wisconsin's situation in particular,

The attached report contains the summary in outline form of the suggestions presented
at the listening sessions this past August. | am forwarding this report to you in the hope
that it may be useful in creating future proposals as well as evaluating current agriculture
related programs. Please, help us keep agriculture strong in Wisconsin and America.

Please do noft hesitate to contact me if | can be of assistance as you give consideration
o these ideas. These issues are vitally important to the current economy and the future
of agriculture in the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Al Ott

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District

-
Enc.

Office: P.O. Box 8953 ¢« Madison, WI 53708 e (608) 266-5831 e Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us
Home: P.O. Box 112 e Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112  (920) 989-1240
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Dear Congressman:

As the Chair of the State of Wisconsin Assembly Committee on Agriculture,
I have arranged for statewide public listening sessions in response to the
devastating crisis faced by those involved in agriculture in Wisconsin. The
purpose was to channel the information gathered locally to the
appropriate policy makers able to address the problems.

As you are aware, the low milk price has especially affected our dairy
producers. In addition almost everyone associated with the agricultural
community has felt an impact. From the testimony, it is apparent that the
farmers are struggling to survive. Many varied concerns were brought
forth in the testimony expressed to the subcommittee members. With over
230 people participating in the hearings, the response was positive. Since
the agricultural crisis needs to be addressed nationally as well as locally, |
wanted to bring to your attention Wisconsin's situation in particular.

The attached report contains the summary in outline form of the
suggestions presented at the listening sessions this past August here in our
state. | am forwarding these comments to you in the hope that they may
be useful in creating future proposals as well as evaluating current
agriculture related programs. Please, help us keep agriculture strong.

Please contact me if | can be of assistance in your consideration of these
ideas. These issues are very important to The economy and agricultural
future of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Al Oft

Chair, Agriculture Committee
State Representative

3 Assembly District
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Wisconsin Non-Point Pollution Administrative Rules

Final Proposed Redesign Rules

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation has provided this summary of the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources’ proposed nonpoint source pollution administrative rules to keep you informed of

these far-reaching rules.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
PO Box 5550, Madison, WI 53705
- ® 1-800-261-FARM (3276) www.wfbf.com

PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PROPOS‘ED FINAL RULES

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is once
again holding a series of public hearings on the proposed
nonpoint source pollution administrative rules. DNR held
eleven public hearings in March- of 2000. Approximately
1000 farmers attended these hearings. Because of the
many comments DNR received from those hearings, DNR

has made numerous changes to the rule package. DNR

has scheduled six public hearings across the state to allow
for citizen input one more time on the proposed final rules.

March 12: Richland Center, Richland Community Center,
600 West Seminary Street )
March 13: Eau Claire, Best Western Midway Hotel, 2851
Hendrickson Drive

March 14: Madison, Fitchburg Community Center, 5520
Lacy Road

March 19: Wausau, UW-Wausau Marathon Center, Room
233, 518 South 7th Avenue

March 20: Green Bay, UW-Green Bay Union, Christie
Theater, 2420 Nicolet Drive

March 22: Pewaukee, Waukesha County Technicai
College, 800 Main Street, Room B0201/202

. There will be two hearings at.each site. The first begins at

1:00 p.m. and the second begins at 6:00 p.m. Each hear-
|ing will begin with a DNR informational presentation fol-
lowed by public testimony.

SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS

Witten comments can be submitted at the hearings or sent
to Wisconsin DNR, Attn: Carol Holden, DNR-WT/2, P.O.
Box 7921, Madison, Wi 53707. The deadline for written
comments is April 6th. Please note that comments cannot
be submitted via e-mail. If you have any: questions. or
require further information, the DNR contact person is
Carol Holden at 608-266-0141.

At these public hearings, DNR will be taking comments of
eight different proposed administrative rules. The Newly
created NR 151 - Runoff Management, is the rule that most
significantly affects agriculture.

SEVEN PERFORMANCE STANDARDS IN NR 151

WFBF's Nonpoint Advisory Committee has reviewed the
proposed seven performance standards contained in NR
151 and has made the following comments.

1) Sheet, rill and wind erosion. (1) All crop producers
shall comply with this section. (2) All land where crops or
feed are grown shall be cropped to achieve a soil erosion
rate equal to, or less than, the tolerable rate "T" established
for that soil.

DNR then proposes three options for determining "T".
They are as follows:

Option 1 states that soil loss is to be calculated according

to locally selected formulas, tools or models and the agri-
cultural operator is only required to use a single appropri-
ate formula, tool or model.

Option 2 includes the same provisions as option 1, adding
that the agricultural owner/operator may make the appro-
priate choice if a combination of municipalities or federal
government agencies require different formulas, tools or
models.

Option 3 requires the use of one formula statewide, but
selection of the formula that will ultimately be used will be
based on-public input. The formulas include the Universal
Soil Loss Equation (USLE), Revised Universal Soil Loss
Equation (RUSLE), or Revised Uniform Soil Loss Equation
(RUSLE 1l).

WEBF comment; WFBF supports meeting "T" provided that
it's determined in a uniform manner. It's WFBF's under-
standing that NRCS will be implementing RUSLE 1
{revised uniform soil loss equation) starting in January of
2002. WFBF supports establishing RUSLE Il as the state
model for predicting soil erosion so producers will not be
subject to conflicting regulations.

2) Concentrated flow channels: (1) All crop producers
shall comply with this section where channels of concen-
trated flow exist, either natural or engineered, that carry
water from cropland areas and that have a significant
potential for sediment delivery to navigable surface waters.
(2) Grass vegetation shall be established and maintained in
concentrated flow channels within cropland areas where
runoff would otherwise cause erosion or sediment delivery
to navigable surface waters. (3) Actions taken by the crop
producer after the effective date of the rule to comply with
this section may not result in the concentrated flow channei
being designated as a navigable waterway.

DNR has added a provision stating that if the concentrated
flow channel was a navigable waterway to start with (prior
to the remedial action of the crop producer), the channel
cannot be declared non-navigable once it is brought into
compliance. This reflects current law.

WEBF comment. The intent is to eliminate gully erosion.
However, there is no process or method for making this
determination. It would be a field-by-field decision. This
may create a consistency problem, especially when one of
the criteria is "significant potential.” What does this mean?
It makes a lot of sense to install grass waterways..
Producers have been doing it on their own for years. But
we need to make sure the rule allows for producers either
to lift up the plow, cultivator, disk etc. or to have an engi-
neered system put in place when deemed necessary.
Obviously, the performance standard goes hand-in-hand
with a soil erosion rate of "T" or less.

3) Water Quality Corridor. (1) All crop producers and all
livestock producers shall comply with this section. (2) All
cropped fields, pastures or woodlots located within water
quality management areas enrolled in CRP and CREP are
considered to be in compliance with this section. (3) All
cropped fields, pastures or woodlots located within water



quality management areas (i.e. within 300 feet of a river or
stream or within 1000 feet of a lake or pond) shall have a
minimum water quality corridor that conforms to one of the
following options.

a) 10 feet permanent cover with the next 90 feet with at
least 50% crop residue,

_b) 20 feet permanent cover with the next 30 feet with at
least 30% crop residue;
¢) 20 feet permanent cover with no additional crop residue
if the slope is less than 2% for at least 100 feet beyond the
20 foot buffer;
d) 35 feet permanent cover no additional crop residue
requirements.

WEFBF comments. WFBF supports this mandatory buffer
approach provided that producers are provided appropriate
funding for taking land out of production and that this land
does not get taxed at a higher rate than cropland.

4) Manure storage facilities. (1) All livestock producers
building new manure storage facilities, substantially alter-
ing storage facilities or choosing to abandon their manure
storage facilities shall meet NRCS standards.

WEBF comment. This has been a non controversial item
and makes sense.

5) Clean water diversions. (1) All livestock producers
within a water quality management area shall comply with
this section. (2) Runoff shall be diverted away from con-
tacting feedlots, manure storage areas and barnyard areas
within water quality management areas.

WEBF comment: Basically producers near surface waters
will be required to install gutters or clean water diversions
to keep runoff from coming in contact with feedlots and
barnyards. However, once installed, if these best manage-
ment practices are damaged or wiped out due to acts of
nature, 100% of the replacement costs should be at the
state's expense, not the producer’s. It makes sense to keep
ciean water ciean, but we need {0 be practical in the ability
for some operations to install these practices. It might not
be the best use of state funds versus the resuits.

6) Nutrient management. (1) All crop producers and live-
stock producers dealing with the application of nutrients to
agricultural fields shall comply with this section. (2) This
performance standard does not apply to industrial or
municipal sludge regulated by other DNR rules. (3) Any
application of manure or commercial fertilizer or other nutri-
ents shall be done according to a nitrogen based nutrient
management plan (i.e. NRCS 590 plans). This perform-
ance standard will apply to existing croplands located with-
in watersheds containing outstanding or exceptional
resource waters, 303(d) impaired waters and source water
protection areas effective January 1, 2005. The perform-
ance standard will apply to all other existing cropland areas
effective January 1, 2008.
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WEBF comment. WFBF supports nitrogen based nutrient
management planning and the phased-in approach pro-
posed by DNR. However, WFBF is concerned that DNR
may require phosphorous based nutrient management as
part of a targeted program. WFBF believes that this is put-
ting the cart ahead of the horse. DNR should not be doing
a targeted program in a subwatershed until it is proven that
these uniform standards will not meet water quality goals.

7) Manure management prohibitions. (1) All livestock
producers shall comply with the four AWAC prohibitions.

(a) A livestock operation shall have no overflow of manure
storage facilities.

(b) A livestock operation shall have no unconfined manure
pile in a water quality management area.

(c) A livestock operation shall have no direct runoff from a
feedlot or stored manure into the waters of the state.

(d) A livestock operation may not allow unlimited access by
iivestoci to waters of the state in alocation where high-con-
centrations of animals prevent the maintenance of ade-
quate sod or self-sustaining vegetative cover.

WEBF comment. WFBF has always been supportive of the

- AWAC prohibitions.

CONCLUSION

In general, DNR has listened to the concerns raised by pro-
ducers at last year's public hearings. DNR proposed per-
formance standards seem practical and doable. However,
it is important for each farmer to review the proposed per-
formance standards to see how they effect your operation
and make comments to the DNR on what changes may
need to be made.

There are many more items of concern contained in the
other proposed administrative rules that WFBF will be sub-
mitting written comments on. These include increasing
cost share rates, the length of time producers are eligible to
receive cost sharing, urban requirements, local authority
and so on.

CONTACT US

If you have any questions, comments, or find items that
need to be addressed, please contact WFBF staff person
Paul Zimmerman at 608-828-5708 or email at
pzimmerman@wfbf.com.
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Wisconsm s Response to Foot-and Mouth Disease:
~ Briefing to the Assembly Agriculture Committee

Backg round
Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) strikes cloven—hoofed animals, causing blisters, fever, and appetite loss. Cattle,

swine and sheep are the most economically important species that are subject to FMD, with swine being the
most susceptible species. Young animals infected with FMD frequently die. Pregnant animals often abort.
Weight and milk production drop dramatically, and animals that recover often remain debilitated. The virus that
causes FMD is the single most contagious agent known to veterinary or human medicine.

FMD is not a human health threat, but humans can carry the virus in their nasal passages, and on their
shoes and clothing, and pass it to animals.

Containing an outbreak in Wisconsin and eradicating the disease would be a joint effort of the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP); Wisconsin Emergency
Management; and the US Department of Agriculture. Other state agencies such as Military Affairs,
Natural Resources, Transportation and Commerce may be involved in an emergency response.

Status of FMD in Europe
e As of Wednesday, March 28, FMD had been found on 723 farms in Europe: 715 in the United

Kingdom, 1 in the Republic of Ireland, 2 in France, and 5 in Holland. A0 T PO
» So far, more than 500,000 animals have been slaughtered, with more than 277,000 more scheduled to
be slaughtered.

Prevention
e Foot-and-mouth disease is one of the foreign animal diseases that vetennanans routinely monitor in
Wisconsin. We have nine veterinarians trained in diagnosis of foreign animal diseases.

e We have sent a reminder to private practice veterinarians in the state that they are required to notify
either the DATCP-Animal Health Division or the USDA-Veterinary Services office if they find any
symptom that may be caused by foot-and-mouth disease. To date, we have scheduled plan two one-
evening training sessions in early April as a refresher course for private practice veterinarians, as well
as an informational session for UW-Extension agents.

e The USDA has prohibited importing live swine or ruminants and unprocessed meat from those
animals, and restricted some other animal products depending on their risk of carrying the virus.

e Travelers entering the United States from FMD-infected areas are to be disinfected by USDA staff at
customs stations. This is apparently not happening in many cases.

e DATCP has issued (via press release and web site) guidelines for travelers to FMD-infected areas,

and an alert to farmers and visitors doing business on farms to be stringent in observing biosecurity
measures. The Division is developing an outreach effort to other stakeholders to outline our plan of

action and explain what they can do.

Response
A foot and mouth disease response could occur if we had a report of possibly infected animals, products

or equipment entering the state, or if a private veterinarian found possible symptoms. The report comes
either to the Animal Health Division or to the USDA Veterinary Services office. Here is what would
happen:

PO Box 8911 » Madison, WI 53708-8911 « 608-224-5012 » Fax: 608-224-5045 « www.wisconsin.gov



A foreign animal disease diagnostician is on the farm within 24 hours to draw samples and ship them
to Plum Island, N.Y., the federal laboratory where FMD diagnoses are made. The farm is
quarantined. ‘

Using current methods, laboratory results take 1 to 5 days. However, the USDA has just announced
that a new test developed by its research arm is now being tried in the United Kingdom. This new
test can yield results in 40 minutes.

Assuming the test is positive, the Governor declares a state of emergency.

The emergency operations center in Madison is activated under the joint command of the state
veterinarian and the federal veterinarian-in-charge for Wisconsin.

A field operations center is established near the farm.

The field operations leader extends the quarantine area, with size depending on animal and human
population density and weather conditions. A national response team from the USDA may also
arrive.

Within the quarantine area:

e Local authorities, with assistance from National Guard if necessary, prevent movement of
animals and animal products into or out of the quarantine area, and limit movement of people in
the area.

e Biosecurity measures are set up on the farm and in the quarantine area. This may include
disinfecting vehicles on roadways in either direction.

e Infected herd is killed and disposed of by burning or burial on site.
e Diagnosis and inspection team examines all herds and flocks in the quarantine area.

e Epidemiologist conducts study to trace source of infection and animal movements out of the area
prior to infection.

Recovery

Field operations leader submits appraisals of animals killed, to determine indemnity payments to

- owners.

Epide‘mioio'gicalstudy and diagnosis continues until it is clear no additional cases are occurring
Final cleanup and disinfection of farm. Animals cannot be brought back on the farm for six months.

Quarantine is lifted.

Chalienges

If we have infection in more than one area of the state, we will run out of state and federal
veterinarians very quickly. If other states are also experiencing outbreaks, mutual aid is a remote
possibility.

An FMD response is costly. Aside from indemnity payments to farmers, there are overtime costs,
cleaning and disinfecting supplies, personal protective equipment, transportation and communication
expenses.

We are discussing with the Department of Natural Resources how we would handle milk disposal in
quarantine areas, and burning or burial of carcasses.

While conventional scientific wisdom says that infection in the wild deer herd stops in that herd and
does not pass back to domestic animals, that theory has never been tested in an area with a deer herd
as large as Wisconsin’s.

Other rural business and agriculture-dependent businesses would suffer. There is no provision for aid
to these businesses.

We estimate that full recovery from an FMD outbreak would take at least two years.
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CONTROL TRAFFIC ON FARMS, For release: March 29,2001
HARSDORF CAUTIONS Media contact: Donna Gilson
608-224-5130

MADISON—We haven’t seen foot-and-mouth disease in the United States, and strict on-farm biosecurity could help
keep it that way, said Jim Harsdorf, Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

Farmers and the people who visit farms for business share responsibility for biosecurity — practices that help prevent
introducing disease onto farms. Those business visitors include sales and delivery people, tradesmen such as carpenters,
plumbers and electricians, meter readers, and inspectors.

“Farmers should be practicing good biosecurity routinely, and the people who visit farms on business should include
disease prevention in their routines, too,” Harsdorf said. “This should just be ratcheting it up a notch.”

Biosecurity encompasses a wide range of practices, mvolvmg everything from introducing new animals to wearing clean
clothing to disinfecting equipment to hauling away carcasses. But for purposes of preventing the highly contagious foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD), controlling access to animals is particularly important, Harsdorf said. Farmers need to limit visitors’
access to their farm animals, whether for business, educational, or social purposes, and be certain that anyone who does come in
contact with animals has taken the necessary precautions.

: “Farmers, don’t be shy about asking anyone to do the right thing,” Harsdorf said. “If you visit farms in your business,

~ you need to respect farmers’ need to protect their livelihood, and remember that it’s your livelihood, too.” His advice includes:

¢ Farmers should keep disinfectant readily available at entry points to their farms, and to barns and sheds that house animals.
Business people going onto farms should carry disinfectant with them for those farms where none is available. You can buy
disinfectants at farm supply stores that will kill a range of organisms. FMD is caused by a virus, so the disinfectant you buy
will need to include a virucide. Be sure to follow label directions. You can also use a solution of one ounce of household

~ bleach to one gallon of water or a 50/50 solutlon of whlte vinegar and water. If you use bleach solutlon you’ll need to
- refresh it every two hours. :

» No one who has been in an FMD-infected nation within two weeks should be on a farm. If this isn’t possible, those visitors
should wear clothing that has been laundered since leaving the FMD-infected nation. They should stay away from animals
or wear facemasks when near the animals. Farmers should keep a supply of disposable facemasks, avallable at hardware
stores. Those who visit farms on business should keep a supply in their vehicles.

e Post—and heed — warning signs asking visitors to stay out of buildings where animals are housed. Meet visitors away from
production areas. This may mean locking the barn or shed doors.

e Visitors should leave all food in their vehicles, remove manure and soil from their shoes or boots and disinfect them, or put
on disposable boots. They should also put on clean protective clothing. Business visitors should keep a supply of clean
protective clothing in their vehicles.

» Farmers should keep a record of visitors.

o  Transporters should pick up sale animals or dead animals without entering barns or sheds housing animals.

¢ Farmers who haul their own animals need to wash the truck, clean and disinfect boots, and change coveralls before going
back to their farms.

“We want to do everything we can to prevent foot-and-mouth from infecting our animals. These are simple, reasonable,
inexpensive steps that you can take to augment the federal efforts to exclude the disease.”

More information about foot-and-mouth disease and about biosecurity for dairy and swine farms is available by calling
the Division of Animal Health, 608-224-4872, or by visiting the web site for the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection: http://datcp.state.wi.us/static/ah/

HtH
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Governor SCOTT MCCALLUM has called for a special session to begin today. The
gole purpose of the special session will be deliberation and passage of a measure to
address the state’s existing budgetary shortfall for the current biennium.

The Legislative Fiscal Bureau recently released numbers showing a $1.17 billion
deficit for the 2002-03 state budget. The governor is expected to present a fiscal solution
when he addresses the Legislature today.

McCallum has already pledged to avoid new or increased general taxes to help bridge
the projected gap between expected revenue and expenditures. Additionally, he has
stated that he wants to exempt from budget cuts K-12 education funding, as well as
several social programs like medical assistance, SeniorCare, Badger Care, and Family

Care.

State shared revenue to local general purpose governments will be among the hardest
hit of the categories of state spending under Governor McCallum's "Budget Reform Act.”
State agencies will lose some of their base funding support as well. Popular established
programs such Agricultural Development and Diversification (ADD) and new and
promising efforts such as the Ethanol Producer Grant program will lose portions of their
general purpose revenue based in the governor's budget proposal.

Solutions to the budget deficit already floated by various legislators include: cutting
education funding, reducing aid to local governments, dipping into the tobacco settlement
fund, and freezing state spending. ‘

Some policy matters are also likely to be included in the budget mix, according to
sources. Among them is a proposal to adopt the Uniform Electronic Transfers Act. This
would set standards for e-signatures, to encourage business and consumer use. The
signatures and e-records would gain the same status in state statutes as hard copy. And
legislators will almost certainly choose to add more policy items to the budget “adjustment
bill.” Legislative reapportionment is one of the more controversial of the topics that come
up when discussing possible amendments to the bill that will be introduced on behalf of
the governor.

WFC President and CEO ROD NILSESTUEN and Senior Vice-president BILL
OEMICHEN last week addressed members of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture on
the problems and opportunities for Wisconsin’s dairy industry. They were among several
speakers invited by committee chair AL OTT (R-Forest Junction). Other speakers were
invited from academia and the cheese industry.

Nilsestuen noted the loss of overall milk production and cow numbers in Wisconsin
and suggested that there were things state government could and should do to stimulate
more investment in dairy operations and strengthen the overall dairy industry here.

He complimented Rep. Ott for his work in drafting a dairy farm “renewal” investment
tax credit proposal, and in considering other ideas that could help spur more
modernization in facilities and equipment and lead to production gains.

Oemichen recommended a consolidation of Wisconsin's underutilized loan guarantee
programs in one Wisconsin Rural Finance Authority. He also recommended the
Legislature consider looking to Minnesota and Iowa's experience with their own rural
finance authorities which have helped producers obtain below-market rate loans.

Minnesota and Iowa have helped many producers finance farm modernization
programs, with Minnesota alone devoting more than $116 million to such efforts. Many
private lenders in Iowa and Minnesota work with their state governments on these loans,
and loan defaults are less than 1.5 percent.

CONTACT is the governmental newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives, the statewide association involved in lobbying.feducation, public
relations, and technical services for a wide variety of co-ops, including farm supply, health, dairy marketing, consumer, credit, livestock marketing, telephone,
electric, housing, grain, insurance, cable communications, worker-owned, and more.



GROUP WILL REVIEW
TELEPHONE MARKETS

PROPOSALS WANTED
FOR 2002 ADD GRANTS

IN BRIEF ...

RICK VERGIN, CEO of Chibardun Telephone Cooperative, is serving as WFC's
representative on a new telecommunications task force formed by the state Senate. The
task force, chaired by Senator BOB JAUCH (D-Poplar), was established to review
telecommunications issues in Wisconsin. The task force will focus on consumer
protection, service quality, and fair competition in both the residential and business
telephone markets.

Two meetings have already been held, and the group plans to continue on an
accelerated schedule so that a package of proposed legislative changes can be developed
and drafted into a bill for consideration by the current Legislature. The 2001-2002
session is scheduled to adjourn on March 14. Chairman Jauch asked each task force
member to submit a brief outlining problems that exist in current law and proposing
legislative solutions. Mr. Vergin's brief outlined three matters that pose serious concerns
for telephone cooperatives. Of primary concern is a recent decision by the Public Service
Commission which not only encumbers a co-op from investing in new services, but also
does not allow the co-op to classify patronage capital as retained earnings.

The Assembly also formed a Task Force on Telecommunications which is now
nearing completion of its work after several months of meetings. While that task force
has also concentrated on identifying existing roadblocks to competition, the telephone co-
ops did not have their own seat at the table.

Meanwhile, separate legislation to exempt the telephone co-ops from the Cross-
Subsidization and Affiliated Interest statutes was recently introduced with Senator ROD
MOEN (D-Whitehall) as the major sponsor of SB 349, and Rep. STEVE FREESE (R-
Dodgeville) as the major sponsor of AB 656. To date, neither bill has been scheduled for
a public hearing.

Applications for 2002 Agricultural Development and Diversification grants are now
available and will be accepted from Jan. 15 though March 15, 2002, by the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP). The program
funds projects that are likely to stimulate Wisconsin’s farm economy with the
development of new value-added products, production methods, marketing techniques,
alternative crops, or enterprises. Applications must be in the DATCP office in Madison
by 4 p.m., Friday, March 15, 2002. Applications can be submitted via hand delivery,
mail, fax or e-mail, which is the preferred choice. ADD applications and guidelines can
be obtained by contacting DATCP: call 608/224-5136; fax 608/224-5111; e-mail
mike.bandli@datcp .state.wi.us; or write DATCP Marketing Division-ADD, PO Box 8911,
Madison, WI 53708-8911. Documents can be downloaded from the DATCP Web site at
http://datcp.state.wi.us keyword ADD. Include your name, complete address and phone
number with all requests.

DAIRY COMMITTEE ELECTS OFFICERS-WFC's Dairy Legislative &
Regulatory Committee met Jan. 16 and elected officers for 2002. ED WELCH of AMPI
was re-elected chairman. JIM BIRD, Milwaukee Milk Producers Cooperative, was
elected vice-chairman. State Rep. JOE PLOUFF (D-Menomonie) met with the
committee and discussed AB 678. Plouff introduced the bill which requires that school
districts that provide exclusive contracts in the future with vendors to sell soft drinks,
will have to allow milk to be sold in the school as well. The committee endorsed the
measure, which was heard and advanced the next day by the Assembly Committee on
Agriculture. . . REP. HOVEN WILL NOT SEEK RE-ELECTION—Rep. TIM HOVEN
(R-Port Washington) has announced that he will not seek re-election. Hoven chairs the
Assembly Committee on Energy and Utilities... SENATE COMMITTEE
ADVANCES AB 584-The Senate Utilities Committee voted 8-1 this week to advance
AB 584, which provides additional shared revenues to communities as an incentive to
site and locate electric generating plants. The Assembly passed the bill Nov. 6, 2001, by
a 96-2 vote... WFC E-MAIL AND WEBSITE SUFFIXES WILL CHANGE TO
.COOP—Beginning February 1, the suffix to access WFC’s website and address e-mail
will be .coop. For example, the WFC/Minnesota Association of Cooperatives website
address will be www.wfcmac.coop (instead of www.wfcmac.org). E-mail can be addressed
the same way to the individual you wish to contact, i.e. bridget.horn@wfcmac.coop.




