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AN ACT to repeal 11.06 (3) (b); to amend 11.06 (1) (intro.), 11.06 (2) and 11.12
(4); and to create 11.01 (13) and (20) and 11.01 (16) (a) 3. of the statutes;
relating to: the scope of regulation and reporting of information by

nonresident registrants under the campaign finance law.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill is introduced as required by s. 227.19 (5) (e), stats., in support of the
objections of the assembly committee on campaigns and elections on February 16,
2000, and of the senate committee on economic development, housing and
government operations on February 14, 2000, and the objection of the joint
committee for review of administrative rules on April 14, 2000, to the issuance of
clearinghouse rule number 99-150 by the elections board. The proposed rule relates
to the subject of disclosure and record—keeping requirements under the campaign
finance law. \

Currently, individuals who accept contributions, organizations which make or
accept contributions, or individuals who or organizations which incur obligations or
make disbursements for the purpose of influencing an election for state or local office
are generally required to register with the appropriate filing officer and to file
financial reports with that officer, regardless of whether they act in conjunction with
or independently of any candidate who is supported or opposed.

With certain exceptions, this bill imposes registration and reporting
requirements, in addition, upon any individual who or organization that, within 60
days of an election and by means of a newspaper, periodical, commercial billboard,
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radio station, television station, mass mailing, or telephone bank operator, makes a
communication which includes the name or likeness of a candidate at that election,
an office to be filled at that election, or a political party. The bill, however, does not
require registration and reporting if the communication is made by a corporation,
cooperative, or nonpolitical voluntary association and is limited to the corporation’s,
cooperative’s, or association’s members, shareholders, or subscribers.

Currently, with certain exceptions, registrants under the campaign finance law
are required to file regular reports with the appropriate filing officer or agency. The
reports must identify contributors of more than $20 cumulatively within a calendar
year; the occupation and principal place of employment, if any, of each contributor
whose cumulative contributions within a calendar year exceed $100; the registrants
from whom or to whom funds are transferred; other income exceeding $20;
contributions donated to a charitable organization or the common school fund; loans
exceeding $20 tegether with the xdentlty of the lenders and guarantors, 1f any;
disbursements - (expenditures) and obligations exceeding $20; and certain
mformatmn from registrants makmg d:sbursements independently of candidates.
However, if a registrant does not maintain an office or street address within this
state, the registrant need only 1dent1fy contributions, transfers, loans, and other
income received from sources in this state and disbursements and obligations
incurred with respect to elections for state or local office in this state.

This bill deletes the exception for registrants who or which do not maintain an
office or street address within this state, so that these registrants are required to
report the same information as other registrants,

'The people of the state of Wsconsm, represented m senate and assembly, do

enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 11.01 (13) and (20) of the statutes are created to read:

11.01 (13) “Mass mailing” means the distribution of 50 or more pieces of
substantially identical material.

(20) “Telephone bank operator” means any person who places or directs the
placement of telephone calls to individuals.

SEcTION 2. 11.01 (16) (a) 3. of the statutes is created to read:

11.01 (16) (a) 8. A communication that is made by means of one or more
communications media or a mass mailing, or through a telephone bank operator,
other than a communication that is exempt from reporting under s. 11.29, that is

made during the period beginning on the 60th day preceding an election and ending
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on the date of that election and that includes a name or likeness of a candidate whose
name is certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) or 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on the ballot at that
election, the name of an office to be filled at that election, or the name of a political
party.

SecTioN 3. 11.06 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.06 (1) CONTENTS OF REPORT. (intro.) Except as provided in subs. (2),43) and
(3m) and ss. 11.05 (2r) and 11.19 (2), each registrant under s. 11.05 shall make full
reports, upon a form prescribed by the board and signed by the appropriate
individual under sub. (5), of all contributions received, contributions or
disbursements made, and obligations incurred. Each report shall contain the
following information, covering the period since the last date covered on the previous
report, unless otherwise provided:

SECTION 4. 11.06 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.06 (2) DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN INDIRECT DISBURSEMENTS. Notwithstanding
sub, (1), ifa diébursement is made oi' ébligation incurred by an individual other than
a candidate or by a committee or group which is not primarily organized for political
purposes, and the disbursement does not constitute a contribution to any candidate
or other individual, committee or group, the disbursement or obligation is required
to be reported only if the purpose is to expressly advocate the election or defeat of a

clearly identified candidate or the adoption or rejection of a referendum gor if the

specified in 8. 11.01 (16) (a) 3. The exemption provided by this subsection shall in no

case be construed to apply to a political party, legislative campaign, personal

campaign or support committee.

SEcTION 5. 11.06 (3) (b) of the statutes is repealed.
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SECTION 6. 11.12 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.12 (4) Each registrant shall report contributions, disbursements and
incurred obligations in accordance with s. 11.20. Except as permitted under s. 11.06
(2):-63) and (3m), each report shall contain the information which is required under
s. 11.06 (1).

SecTION 7. Initial applicability.

(1) The treatment of sections 11.06 (1) (intro.) and (3) (b) and 11.12 (4) of the

statutes first applies with respect to reporting periods which begin on or after the

effective date of this subsection.

(END)
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Office of Sen. Judith Robson

Office of Rep, Glenn Grothman
Phone 608-266-2253 i -
Phone 508-264-8486 ' Review of

Administrative Rules

Report to the Legisiature on
Clearinghouse Rule 99-150
Produced pursuant to s. 227.19(6)(a), Stats.

Description of the Rule

Clearinghouse Rule 99-150 was written by the State Elections Board under
the authority ﬁrbvided ins. 11 .01(3), (6), (7) and (16), Stats. According to the
Elections Boa'rd, the rule “attempts to define more specifically those communications
that are to be considered express advocacy subject to regulation by ch. 11 of the
Wisconsin Statutes.” The rule was written by the Elections Boafd to implement the

decision of the Wisconsin Supreme Court in Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce,

et al. v. State of Wisconsin Elections Board, 227 Wis.2d 650, 597 N.w.2d 721
{1 999). Tﬁe proposed ruie amenci.s S. E‘l. Bd 1.28(1)(intro.) and (2)(c) of the
Wisconsin Administrative Code.

CR 99-150 was submitted to the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and Government Operations on December 22, 1999 for
standing committee review. A public hearing was held on February 9, 2000. The
Senate Committee met in executive session February 14 and unanimously objected
to the rule.

Simultaneously, the proposed rule was submitted to the Assembly Commitiee

on Campaigns and Elections on December 30, 1999. A public hearing was held on

__Joint Committee for &
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January 27. The proposed rule was unanimously objected to at an executive session

held on February 16.
Because of the objections of the standing committees, CR 99-150 was

referred to the Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules.

Action by the Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules

One of the statutory duties with which the Joint Committee for Review of
Administrative Rules is charged is the review of partial or complete objections to
Clearinghouse Rules by standing committees of the Assembly and Senate.

Generally, the Joint Committee may take one of three executive actions in response

to a standing committee objection:

» The Joint Committee may vote to concur in the objection of a standing
commlttee Should this occur, the Ciearmghouse Rule will be suspended.
The Jamt Comfmttee must then introduce bills into both houses of the

Legislature to codify the objection.

» The Joint Committee may vote to nonconcur in the objection of a standing

committee. In that event, the Clearinghouse Rule will go into effect.

* The Joint Committee may vote to request that the agency make

modifications to the Clearinghouse Rule.
In this case, the Joint Committee held a public hearing and executive session

on April 11, 2000 at which the objections of the Senate and Assembly Committees to
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CR 99-150 were discussed. The Joint Committee voted unanimously to concur in
tﬁe objections of both standing committees to Clearinghouse Rule 99-150.

On May 10, 2000, the Joint Committee voted to introduce 1999 LRB 4936 (or
its 2001 equivalent, introduced here as 2001 LRB 1784) to uphoid the Legislature's

objection to CR 99-150. The Joint Committee vote was 8-2.

Arguments Presented For and Against the Proposed Rule

The Joint Committe_e upheld the objections of the standing committees to CR
99-1 50 aﬁef hearin_g the following arguments at the public hearing.

Arguments in Favor of Concurring in the Objection

® The rule is not necessary. The rule merely reiterates a list of words used
by the U.S. Supreme Court in a footnote as examples of speech that constitute
express advocacy. Because the ruié does nqt create a new standard, it is redundant
and therefore unneoessary | | :

B The rule is not strong enough. The rule should make it clear that the
requirements of ch. 11 of the Wisconsin Statutes (goveming campaign finance)
apply to all political spéech that advocates the election or defeat of a clearly
identified candidate, regardless of whether specific words are used. Political speech
may advocate a specific vote even if certain “magic” words are not used. Because
the proposed rule uses specific words as the standard for determining whether a
communication is subject to state campaign finance laws, the rule may not be able to
regulate communications that avoid the use of specific words or phrases but

nevertheless advocate for a particular electoral resutt,



LRB 01-1808/1

Arguments Against Concurrence in the Objection

W The Elections Board lacks statutory authonty to write a stronger rule. The
Elections Board testified that it did not have statutory authority to write a stronger rule
and that such regulation must come directly from the Legislature.

W A stronger rule would violate the First Amendment. The rule uses

language taken directly from the U.S, Supreme Courtt’s Decision in Buckley v. Valeo.

Re-writing the court's definition of express advocacy would be a violation of First
Amendment rights to freedom of speech,

B The proposed rule adequately defines express advocacy. The proposed
rule does not just list specific words, it also regulates "functional equivalents.”
Therefore, the rule is flexible enough to adequately regulate express advocacy in

future situations. i

SfatUtorY- Basis for the Joint Committee’s Obijection

The Joint Committee voted to concur in the objections of the standing
committees to Clearinghouse Rule 99-150 pursuant to s. 227.19(5)(d), Stats, and
for the reason enumerated in s. 227.19(4)(d)6, Stats., "arbitrariness and
capriciousness, or imposition of an undue hardship.”

The proposed rule is arbitrary and capricious because it regulates some
speech and not other speech on the basis of specific words, even though the intent

of both communications is the same ~ the election or defeat of a given candidate.
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ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT ,
TO 2001 ASSEMBLY BILL 18

AN ACT to repeal 11.08 (3) (b); fo amend 11.06 (1) (intro.), 11.12 (4) and 11.61

(1) (a) to (0); and o create 11.01 (13) and (20), 11.01(16) (2) 3., 11.38 (1) (2) 4.,
11.60 (3s) axxd 11.61 (1) (d) of the stétuﬁes; reiating to: the scope of regulation

and reporting of information by nonresident registrants under the campaign

finance law and providing a penalty.

The people of the stale of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecTion 1. 11.01 (13) and (20) of the statutes are created to read:

11.01 (13) “Mass mailing” means the distribution of 50 or more pieces éf
substantially identical material.

(20) “Telephonerbank operator” means any person who places or directs the
placement of 50 or more substantially identical telephone calls to individuals.

SecTioN 2. 11.01 (18)(a) 3. of the statutes is created to read;
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SECTION 2

11.01 (16) (a) 3. A communication that is made by means of one or more
communications media or a mass mailing, or through a telephone bank operator,
other than_ a communication that is exempt from reporting under s. 11.29, that is
made during the period beginning on the 60th day preceding an election and ending
on the date of that election and that includes a name or likeness of a candidate whose

name is certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) or 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on the ballot at that

elactzon or the name {}f an oﬁice ts be ﬁﬁed at that electzon

SEG"IION 3 1}. 06 { 1) (intro.} of the statutes is amended to read
11.08 (1) CONTENTS OF REPORT. (intro.) Except as prcmdeci in subs. (243 axxd

(3m) and ss. 11.05 (2r) and 11.19 (2), each registrant under s. 11.05 shall make full

JTE&ERIM brah&eisiif

reports, upon a form prescribed by the board and signed by the appropriate _

individual under sub. (5), of all contributions received, contributions or

report, unless otherwise provided:
SEcTION 4. 11.08 (3) (b) of the statutes is repealed.
SECTION 5. 11.12 (4) of the statutes is amended to read: |
11.12 (4) Each registrant shall report contributions, disbursements and

incurred obligations in accordance with s. 11.20. Except as permitted under s. 11.08

(2)43) and (3m), each report shall contain the information which is required under,

5. 11.06 (1). - ‘
SECTION 6. 11.38 (1) (a) 4. of the statutes is created to read:
11.38 (1) {a) 4. Notwithstanding subd. 1.2 éorporation or association specified

in subd. 1. may make a disbursement for the purpose of making a communication

| follawmg mfc}rmatzon covermg the perzod since the Iast clate covere:ci on the prewms

. chsbursemems mad@, and o'i)hgatmns mcurresfi Each reper*; shall contain the::._______-
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specified in s. 11.01 (16) (a) 3. if the act of making that communication does not
constitute an act for a political purpose under any other provision of s. 11.01 (16).
SECTION 7. 11.60 (3s) of the statutes is created to read:
11.60 {3s) Notwithstanding sub. (1), if any person, including any committee,

group, or corporation, fails to register or to report a contribution, disbursement, or

o | B

incurred obligation, makes an unlawful contribution or disbursement, or incurs an

N

unlawfdl thgatmﬁ and the violation ressuls‘:s from a communication made for a

pohtscai purpose described unders. 1L {)1 {18) () 3. Emt not fmm an act for a political

et
w

B 9 purpose descnbed under any other prawsmn of 5. 11.01 (18}, the person may be
( 10 required to forfeit not more than 8 times the amount or value of the contribution,
\X 11 disbursement, or incurred obligation.

\i‘ 12 SEcTION 8. 11.61 (1) (a) to (¢) of the statutes are amended fo read:

\\ 13 11.61 (1) (a) Whoewver Except as provided in par, (d), whoever intentionally

!\‘x 14 vzolates 5. 11 05 (1),(2), (2g) or (2r) 11 07 (1) or (5), 11.10 {1) 11.12 (5), 11.23 (6) or

E 15 11.24 (1) may be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 4 years

f} 16 and 6 months or both.

f’/ 17 (b) Wheever Except as provided in par. (d). whoever intentionally viclates s.
;/ 18 11.25, 11.26, 11.27 (1), 11.30 (1) or 11.38 where the intentional violation does not
/g 19 involve a specific figure, or where the intentional violation concerns a figure which
g 20 exceeds $100 in amount ar. value may be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned
\'\% 21 for not more than 4 years and 6 months or both.

i\l& 22 (c} Whoever Except as provided in par (d), whoever intentionally violates any

\‘\\ 23 provision of this chapter other than those provided in par. (a) and whoever

\24 intentionally violates any provision under par. (b) where the intentional viclation
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SecTion 8

|

concerns a specific figure which does not excesd $100 in amount or value may be fined
not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both.

SecTioN 8. 11.61 (1) (d) of the statutes is created to read:

11.61 (1) (d) Paragraphs (a) to (¢) do not apply to any violation that is
punishable under s. 11.80 (3s).

SEcTION 10. Initial applicability.

5 aﬁ\ PR
(1) The treatment of sections 11.06 (1) (intro.) and (3) (b) and 11.12 (4) of the, " ¢

statutes first applies with respect to reporting periods which begin on or after the

eff'ect_ive date of this subsection.

ok
<

(END)
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TO 2001 ASSEMBLY BILL 18

1 At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
2 | 1 Page 1 hne 3: before “the msert acceptance of contmbut:ons and”.

3. : 2 Page 4 line 5 after that hne msert
4 “SECTION 6¢. 11.24 (1v) of the statutes is czjeated to read:
5 11.24 (1v) Nb registrant may accept any _.con:tribuiio_n z__r_ia_de by a committee or
6 group that does not maintain an office or street address with.in this state at the fime
7 that the contribution is made unless that committee or group is registered with the
8 federal election commission under 2 USC 433 (a).”.
9 (END)
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At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
1. Page 2, line 5: after “of” insert “50 or more substantially identical”. -

(END)
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1 At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
2 e 1. Page 1, line 4: delete “law” and substitute “law and making an.
3 appropriation”. R
4 2. Page 4, line 5: after that line insert:
5 “SECTION 6t. Appropriation changes.
6 (1) In the schedule under section 20.005 (3) of the statutes for the appropriation
7 to the elections board under section 20.510 (1) (a) of the statutes, as affected by the

8 acts of 2001, the dollar amount is increased by $67,400 for fiscal year 2001-02 and

9 the dollar amount is increased by $67,400 for fiscal year 2002-03 to increase the
10 authorized FTE positions for the elections board by 1.0 GPR position and to provide
11 for supporting expenses and to provide for limited term staffing needs for the purpose
12 of implementing this act.”.

13 (END)
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ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT, 2
* 702001 ASSEMBLY BILL 18

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
' .1 Page 1, hne 4 after “1aw msert and prov1dmg a penaity
: -.2 Page 4 }me 5 af'ter that hne msert . |
“SECTION Ge. 11. 60 (35) of the statutes is created to read:

”..11 60 (35) Noththstandmg sub (1) 1f any person including any commlttee,
group, or corporation, f_a.ils to register or to reporﬁ a contributﬁon, disbursement, or
incurred obligation, makes an unlaﬁful contribution or disbursement, or incurs an
unlawful obligation, and the violation results from a communication made for a
political purpose described under s. 11.01 (16) {a) 3. but not from an act. fora political
purpose described under any other provision of s. 11.01 (16), the person may be
required to forfeit not more than 3 times the amount or value of the contribution,
disbursement, or incurred obligation.

SEcTIoN 6m. 11.61 (1) (a) to (¢) of the statutes are amended to read:






Public Act No. 99-275 for Substitute House Bill No. 6665 Page 1 of 1

QEL m&m«»,
AN "i’&" s i(" try,

| -Subst:tute House Brll No. 6665
Publ:c Act No. 99-275
An Act Cancemmg Cand;date Related Advemsements

L _.Be 1t enacted by the Sena‘!:e and House of Representahves in Generai Assembly convened
. -:_I_"fSection 1. Su’bsectlcn (a) c:f sect;on 9-—333(: of the general statutes is repealed and the :
- foiiowmg is substltated in lzeu thereof .

a As used in this cha ber, the term Hex endlture“ means:
P P

(1) Any purchase, payment d1str1buhon, loan, advaace, deposit or gift of money or
~anything of value, when made for the purpose of influencing the nomination for election,
or election, of any person or for the purpose of aiding or promoting the success or defeat of
any referendum questlon or on behalf of any pohhcal party

o ___.__(2} Anv advertxsement that (A) refers *.:o one or. more clearlv 1dent1ﬁed candzdates, (8‘) is"
broadcas‘t bV radlo or television other than on a pu‘nhc access channel, or appearsina
newspaper, magazine or on a billboard, and (C) is broadcast or appears during the ninety-
day period preceding the date of an election, other than a commercial advertisement that
refers to-an owner, director orofficer of a busmess entity who is also a'candidate and that"
had nrevxousiv been broadcast

or appeared when the owner, director or officer was not a candidate; or

[(2)] (3) The transfer of funds by a committee to another committee.
Sec. 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
Approved June 29, 1999

TOP

http:/fwww.cga state.ct.us/ps99/Act/pa/1999P A-00275-ROCHB-06665-PA _htm ©11/6/00
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Friday, October 27, 2000

OUR VIEW

Phony issue ads
pollute elections

Yisconsin was once
I known for progres-
: sive government.

Now it’s gaining a reputation
as the Mecca of phony issue
ads.

Phony. issue ads-are cam-
paign ads masqueradmg as "

- issue advocacy. Although they
“mention candidates” nares

and talk-about their records,
they evade 616(3(1011 campmgn
laws by not speczﬁcally telling
people how to vote. These eva-
sions have been upheld by
both the US. and Wisconsin
Supreme Courts.

Phony issue ads are a prob-
lem because. they're not-sub-

jectto the rules for polmcai

contributions. The zmount
spent on the ads is not limited
+0 $10.000 as a political action
committee (PAC) contribution
is. There’s no requirement for
disclosure of who paid for the
ads. :

There are two indirect prob-
lemns, (oo, First, anonymaous
contributors ustally feel freer
to sling mud singe voters won't
know who to hold accountable
for the negativity.

Second, the candidates, even
the ones helped by the ads,
lose control of the campaigns.
They no longer pick the issues
on which the election will be
determined.

“~mman Cause, the citi-
zens waichdog group, says
$160.000 has heen spent on

phonv issue ads in the state

since September. The pace is
likely to quicken in the last fe:
days before the Nov. 7 elec-
tions. _

Controlling phony issue ads
is very difficult because it’s
unconstitutional to quash free

-speech guarantees of the Firs:

Amendinent combat the;n
- A suitable answer was apr
posed rule that failed to pass
the state Elections Board last
summer. [t would have
required independent groups
to disclose who is paying for
ads featuring the names or
likenesses of candidates for
state office that appear with:
60 days of an electiot; regarc

fess of whether the ads speci!

cally advocate the election or
defeat of the candidates.

The rule failed on a 4-4 vou
with all four Republicans”
members of the board voting
againsi it and three Democra:
and an independent voting fo
it

While nothing can be done
for this election. there’s still ¢
good opportunity early next
session for the rule 10 becom:
Jaw. Republican Rep. Stephe:
Freese of Dodgeville and
Democratic Sen. Judy Robso
of Beloit have proposed 1nco:
porating the language of the
election rule into a bill

Such legisiation would be «
step toward restoring
Wisconsin as 2 place of pro-
gressive government.
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State has chance to make campaign finance
reform a reality

The Daily Press

With the start of 1ts 2001 session, the Wisconsin Legislature has an
opportunity to quickly take an important step in real campaign finance
reform.

Last fall the bipartisan Joint Committee for Review of Administrative
Rules developed new rules regulating issue advocacy ads -- ads that

clearly advocate one candidate over another, but because thev don't use
the words "vote for" are cmmpt from state campalm finance

L _recuiaﬁons

Since 1996, groups on both sides of the political aisle have increasingly
used 1ssue advocacy ads as a means of supporting candidates without
having to disclose who paid for the advertisements.

"It's a bipartisan problem,” sard Jav Heck, the executive director of
Common Cause In Wisconsin, a campaign finance reform advocacy
Organization.

Heck correctly notes that the spending on issue advocacy ads by
"phantom groups" has contributed to spiraling campaign spending -
seen this past election in a $3 nullion state senate race.

The JCRAR 15 proposing that any 1ssue advocacy ads running 60 days
prior to an election must be regulated like any campaign advertising --
that means full disclosure of who 15 paying for the advertisement and
those paying for the ads would be subject to campaign contribution
linis.
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_' committee ﬂmn has 30 days to review the proposed ruies ‘and within 40
- days the measure must be placed on the caiendar of both the Assembly
o and the Senate for conszderatmn :

- Heck said Scnate Majonty Leader Chuck Chvala has pmnfused to place
“ measure on the Senate calendar. So far, he has received no such
ackﬂowledgemeﬂt fmm House Speaker ’Scet”t Jensen.

I‘-t‘s ciear the time is now to enact this cntlcal piece of campalgn finance
reform’ leglsiaimn 1in a November advisory referendum, 90 percent of
Wisconsin voters in 52 counties said they | favored enacting campaagn
ﬁnance raform in the state ' : : _

Heck says Wlsoonsm has gonc from be;ng a ieader in campaign finance
“to an "also-ran." T}us measure will go a long way to making Wisconsin.
: state where campaagns have no: hmt of underhandedness
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Editorial: WMC-'defehdﬁ corruption (captimes.com) Page 1.0f2

The camtai'nmes

Fadisor, Wissonsin

WMC defends corruption

An editorial
January 24, 2001

No organization has done more to corrupt Wisconsin
politics than the Wisconsin Manufacturers &
Commerce special interest lobby. Using loopholes in

. state election Jaw, the organization has poured
“millions’ of dollars in illegal corporate»hnked dollars
“into the: state’s pohticai process, tipping the: balance
in debates over tax poiicy, education, worker safety
and dozens of other issues toward the rewarding of
campaign contributors as opposed to the service of
public interest.

Now, WMC is flexing its considerable political
muscle in an attempt to undermine efforts to clean up
the process. In doing so, James Buchen, the WMC
vice presiden‘i who has been in the forefront of the
. group’s legal and ieglslatzve efforts to block the
*public will for campaign finance reform, is employing
ciassic Orwellian tactics,

Buchen claims a mild reform proposal under
consideration by the Legislature would censor free
speech.

The "censorship” Buchen decries is, in fact, a simple
move to require special interest groups such as WMC
to live by the rules that ordinary citizens and
candidates must respect. A bipartisan coalition of
responsible Republican and Democratic legislators 1s
moving to enact a simple set of limits on so-calied
“issue ads." The legislation would require groups
such as WMC to register with the state Elections
Board and disclose the sources of money they use to
sponsor ads attacking or supporting political
candidates within 60 days of an election.

There 1s no censorship involved. This bill would
create greater openness — allowing all Wisconsinites
( - TN
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