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 Qisconsin Speaer Pro Tempore
Representative Stephen J. Freese

MEMO

TO: Mem_bers; Committee on Campaigns & Elections
FROM: Terri SI. ériﬁifhs, Committee Cierk

DATE: January 19, 2001

RE; Wr_i‘ﬁeﬁ:fesﬁrﬁﬁ;hy from: public hearing January 18, 2001

Aﬁa&;héd is written tesfimony that presented to the committes yesterday. Also
included are additional testimony received via the website.

Rep. Freese does infend to hold and executive session on Tuesday, January 23 ot
10:00 a.m. in room 415 NW, The executive session will inciude Assembly bills 10,

11, 12 and the newly introduced and referred Assembly bills 39, 40, and 41. An
official notice is forthcoming,

Ffitty- Fivgt Aggembly District
Capitol Office: PO. Box 8952 # Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952
(608) 266-7502 & Toll-Free: (888} 5340051 o Fax: (608) 261.9474 » Rep Freese@legis.state wius
District: 310 E. North » Dodgeville, Wisconsin 53533 » {608) 9351789
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Robert L. Dohnal RPH
11324 West Potter Road '-
Wauwatoss, Wisconsin 53228-3407

' . Phone: (414) 2881713
o P Fax: (414) 2599326
+ Geoo- et [leCatlum

‘Kemo 1o Governor Tommy Thompson and Spegkey Scott Jensen

Wedn Maiwmkﬁe County apprwa@e yout ingercst in some glection reform te provent frand in
future clectisns, Mark Noumann logt his fiest election in Kenosha bacause of iregulurities and rocently the
wayoral race in Wauwatosa was filked with lrregularivies,

You caitiof goird on local Demoseats 10 proseenic or oven investigate imegalaritics involving

- Democr. ats. 1 will not happen.. Kurt Denkley in the Milwauksze DA’s office has failed to mvestigate
sbvigus ine gulamaes possible fravd, use of City Hallemplovess and the interferencos of MMBSD in'the
clection, James’ M‘nﬁwn Wrols ﬁ’m (‘s:m s'nmtfen in if:ss hmc, th‘m it has zakm sz Benkicy to mve-sai gate
fmud inanelection, s

~Blcection day reg stmtamx n ceci:s tobe bwuvh& utider mnm pmp,.ri\« smf‘fcti amﬁ pﬁﬁ w atchcrs ;:»ut
ko pmbs,cm sreaswith large. numbm of Elogtion day registrations.
O Furtier, we must clirify state Saunes rﬁ;;uhztmé, ; cleetion signs fa Tocal murampaimes The state
law mast inciude a mechandsin that allows the stale 1o force compliance by focal municipabtics.

Befpre the recent slection; T had 1o hire brilliant voung attorney Theis Carson 1o get an injunetion
Jp2inst Wanwatosy to provent the city building inspector from confisosting verd signs m citizen s vards
I belicve the fallowing shanges necd 1o be made,

I Ehmeoge lmits on sire of signs in yards or a1 e minimum stlow the size of 4° x 87 the sl
of 1 picce of plywond. The power to limit the size is the power Lo destroy.
7.5 Elminastc rostrictions on signe i windows or buildings on commercial property
2. Signs on private property arc legal op ¢lection dm*
3.0 No Jimits on number o signs: - :
he _'Dcf" ine residence as that arci owned and zmmtame(t by zbe ovner
LA $100 fing for theft of & vaed sigroand (hat it be'n “misdemennor™,

Thire Is & repularty organized ¢ffort by people fo sicnl signs. In the vecen! Tosa Mavor's rage
centributors and suppoertors of one o .dn:mz; erpanized an cffor o s:eai 10is of signg and were
anprehended by police.

The ficli-of yard signs disripls & campaign, costs money and forces candidates to spand time
replncing signs § instomd of w erkmg productively.

Hundroeds e{ iﬁush sigms mipf}ﬁéffd o of neighborhoods in what § believe was an organized
eifort.

We nced o give the elcction hoard some tecth to enforce the law

Sincercly Yours,

Raben L. Dohnal




The Milwaukee County Republican Party

Resolution Cencerning Election Problems

Whereas the proper conducting of elections is in the fovetront of the protection of our
freedom
Therefore, we the jeaders of the Milwaukee County GOP peririon the governor and the

legisiature to adopt the following meastres to ensure the proper conduct of elections,

1. Require photo identification or two pleces of identification to register

b3

Allocate state funds 1o properly train election workers,

3. Allocate state funds to provide adequate workers in areas with large on-site
registration and provide bipartisan supervisors.

4. Double salaries of election workers to attract top quelity people.

5. Encourage companies to adopt same policy they have for jury duty for poil workers.

Petitioners
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The Milwaukee County Republican Party

Resolution:

State Regulations Concerning Election Signs

The placing of eiection signs on the property of voters is one of our most basic

political freedoms and should be strongly encouraged by all levels of government.

Therefore, we recommend the following change in state regulations.

1. Eliminate limits cn size of yard signs or at minimum allow sigas i be 4'x8’, the size
of a plece of plywood. The power 1o limit size is the power 10 destroy

2. Eliminate restrictions on signs in windows of commercial buildings.

3. Alow signs on private property on Election Day.

4. Mo limits on number of signs

th

Define residence as that ares owned or maintained by the resident.

6 Make the theft of an election sign & misdemeanor with $100 fine per sign.
7. Design a mechanism for enforcement of state statutes to reimburse citizens who force

local municipalities to conform to state law

Therefore we, the ieaders of the Milwaukec GOP urge the governor and state

legislature to adopt these changes tu state statutes.
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Richard, Rob. e
From: Tom Neill [TNEILL @ci.waukesha.wi.us]
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2001 1:35 PM

To: Rep.Freese @legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Elections

As a municipal clerk in charge of voting, 1 would tike to see the elimination of on-site registration.
In the City of Waukesha we had over 11,000 on-site registrations (30%) of our turnout. | don't
think a statewide registration system would be effective unless it is like the motor-voter system
used by some states.

t would strongly encourage the use of an 1D for voting, but question the effectiveness of a
computer card system. We provide training before each election to our poll workers, but in
elections such as the Presidential because of the volume of voters and the stress involved,
mistakes are bound to happen and with 15 voting locations it is impossible to supervise. As you
know, it is also very difficult to get poll workers to commit fo a long. day with little pay. Anything |
can do to help find a solution, feel free to calll Tom Neill Clerk-Treasurer




- Richard, Rob -

From: Kileughier@aol.com

Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2001 6:10 PM

To: Rep.Freese@legis.state wi.us; Rep.Stone @legis.state.wi.us
Ce: Sen.Lazich@legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Comments on Public Hearing of January 18th.

From: Thomas P. Westgaard, 8559 S. 35th Street, Frankiin, Wl 53132

To: Representatives Stephen J. Freese and Jeff Stone
CC: State Senator Mary Lazich

Reference: Assembly Commiitee on Campaigns and Elections, Public Hearing of
Jan 18, 2001

While | was not able 1o speak at the moming session, | was pleased to hear
some of the items of

discussion and fo gain a grasp of some the problems and legislative

~ difficulties. Following are

some my comments regarding various proposed pieces of legislation and related

Cjtemns.

LRB-1032.  Concur with most of the changes which (I believe) will help to
reduce the workload
on local elections officials and poll workers,
a. { do not favor "same day registrations” as it is an
inducement 1o confusion,
turmoil, and potential voter fraud during the several
peak elections
{Presidential, Gubernatorial, and soms of the Spring
elections in and about
Milwaukee). | advocate strongl y for the severance of
reg;stratron and voting so
R that persons who are registered pnor to the election
data are altowed to-vote. |
firmly believe that all voters should bear the individual
responsibility to register
properly and in advance of the election. Persons who do
not register of change
registration prior to the election disenfranchise
themselves by their lack of
understanding and commitment. Rather than continuing to
degrade the voting
process o the lowest common denominator, | suggest
upgrading the process to
instill individual sincerity and responsibility.
b. | favor the use of the "voter registration 1D cards” as
described by
Representative Freese. This includes the means
{presumably electronic): to
determine and inhibit duplicate/multiple voting;
correct/change registration
quickly with minimal opportunity for error or
manipuiation; and provides a
statewide voler registration database with sutficient
identity information so as fo
screen for felons and the incompetent.
c. | concur with the remarks of District Attorney E. Michael
McCann, in that the
means to screan for felons should be developed. Based on

1



 his deécz’ipt%on of the
activities of his office after the November election, the
apparent area of on-

going concern is voter fraud by felons whose civil rights
have not been returned.

LRB-1033: Concur.

LRB-1034: I do not object, but have a preference for "voter
ragistration ID cards," above,

{.RB-1848: Concur. See above.

LRB-1849; Concur. Buggest that provisions be implemented to assure
that training and

certification are carried out through the use of
standards and "spot" inspections o
insure consistency of training and consistency of process.

|.RB-1850: Concur.

Related: 1. “lstherea means by which incidents, such as the lady who
was not aﬂoweé o :
‘vote because someone had aiready voted under her name,
are mandator;iy
reported o the State Elections Board?
2. information received from the State Elections Board
indicates that there is no
apparent means of data collection with regard to error
rates incident to voting;
i.e., of the types of errors {over- and under-voting as
in Florida). The use of
advanced voting machines {as opposed to punched card
machines as in Florida)
appears o reduce the rate of errors dramaticalfly,
3. Whﬂe l belseve that ccrrect;on/modzftcatacn!improvemem
of the voting. .

precesses in Wisconsm shoutd be accompiished I do not
believe that merely
throwing either manpower or dollars will dramatically
improve the present
difficulties. | suggest that the three primary factors
for potential voter fraud
are: .
a} afttempiing to accomplish "same day registration” which
dissipates polling
worker resources on an activity which can and should be
accomplished in
advance to voting, and,
b) insufficient training of poll worker, and,
c) the lack of responsibility on the part of the voting
population.
Throwing more poll workers and dollars at the problem is a standard
governmenial solution.
4. The liberal {(and over) use of "the race card" at tfoday's
activities was most
enlightening and an apparent impediment to reaching a solution
which requires
initiative, commitment, and responsibitity on the part of the
voting public




REPUBLICAN PARTY OF WiSCONS[N
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% SOUTH SHORE REPUBLICAN CLUB

Cudahy . South Milwaukee - Oak Creek
Milwaukee County.4th Congressional Dist.

B340 5. PENNSYLVANIA AVE., OAK CREEX, WIE 53154 » (414) 7628946

irﬁkitir*riririk*kairirk7kiriri(ib1kirir*riririr*F*”S;ﬁ&%g?:Sak;ﬁaSgk
Phone/Fax 414/762-8946

TO: THE SOUTH MILWAUKEE CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE.
Congratulations for enduring 100 years

HISTORY: Organized Dec. 13, 1956 by Atty. Clarence J. O'Brien, Secretary, South
Milwaukee, with Glenn A. Fisler, Chairman, to afford the Milwaukee County South Shore
suburbs of St.Francis, Cudahy, South Milwaukee, and Oak Creek a base for conservative
Republican political activities. Formerly, the elected Republican committeemen in
each community prov1dad Republican leadership. Upon reorganization of the Mllwaukee
County Republican. Party, Chartar No. 85 was 1ssued March 30, 1973 :
~OUR MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS: - - '
Members of this organlzatlon shall be those Amerlcan citizens over 18 years of
age who believe in the principles and policies of the Republican Party, who have been
approved by the Executive Committee and who are current in payment of dues{Single $10
Couple $12, Seniors over 65-$6/duo-$8). Total of 93 individuals are paid 1997 members
QUR OBJECTIVES:
A. To develop an intelligent, agressive, and serviceable Republican organization
B. To provide through this organization a practical program for the betterment
of the Republican Party.
C. To aid in every honorable way fundamental Republican principles and policies.

THE SOUTH MILWAUKEE REPUBLICAN CITY COMMITTEE:

o Coapcsed of the. elected and appolnted Commiteemen who submit to the Mayor by Nov
30th biennially for appolntment a.list of Election Iaspectors/Alternates and’ Kur31ng

Home Registrars from the membership or proposed members bearing the signature of the

Chairman and Secretary of the City Committee and countersigned indicating approval by
the Chairman of the South Shore Republican Club. South Milwaukee has 27 members.

Committeemen:

ist Aldermanic District Jack Lentz, 600 Lake Drive Chairman
2nd Aldermanic District Karen Gray, 805 Lakeview Ave. Secretary
3rd Aldermanic District Orvin Matteson, 1404 Drexel Blvd.

4th Aldermanic District James Fuller, 1775 Poplar Ave.

Civic Endeavors:

Fncouraged conservative Republicans for partisan elective offices and campaign-
ed in their behalf. Appointed Members serve as Election Inspectors at every polling
place during elections providing partisan oversight. Members represented South
Milwaukee at caucuses of the South Shore Republican Club, Milwaukee County Republi-
cans, 4th Congressional District Republicans, and the Republican Party of Wiscensin.

With dispair for Freedom: (1)of Sancity of Life from womb to grave, (2)of religion,
(3)of property use/control, (4)to bear arms, (5)of parental rights to discipline/
medicate/educate/control their children, (6)of confiscatory taxation, (7)}of massive
regulations, (8)of swarms of enforcing officers, (9)of fines exacted for every whim
(10)of privacy as computers/cameras record every transaction and movement.

I, Arden C. Degner, remain your conservative servant standing for Freedom and Truth.

C(/\rk LP&ZZ-(.MA«»{\

Arden C., Degner Wsz -89461 John Zodrow [B8-7877 ] TJTack Lang (764-7340 ]
Chairman ist Vice-~Chairman 2nd Vice-Chalirman

Herbert Ripka [421-4261] Carl Baranek {765-5969 ]
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SOUTH SHORE REPUBLICAN CLUB

Cudahy . South Milwaukee - Oak Creek
Milwaukee County.4th Congressional Dist.

B540 5. PENNSYLVANIA AVE,, OAK CREEK, Wi 33154 » 1414) 762-p046
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May 22, 1984

Mayor Chester Grobschmidt

Common Council of the City of South Milwaukee
2424 15th Ave. “
South Milwaukee, WI 53172

Subject: Continuation of South Milwaukee Aldermanic District
Committeemen comprising the City Committee

Reference: Reséluticn_adopted by the Scuth Shore Republican Club
May 21, 1984

To Whom It May Concern:

WHEREAS, each Aldermanic District was afforded a Republican
Committeeperson in the past; and

WHEREAS, 1983 Wisconsin Act 484 intends to change this to
one persen for the entire City of South Milwaukee, now

THEREFURE BE -IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City
_ of South: Mllwaukee adopt an ‘ordinance-prior to June .l,
1984 retaining one committeeman/committeewoman for

each Aldermanic District in accordance with s. 8. 17(1)
Wis. Statutes.

Note: Attached form for nomination of election officials would bhe
identicsal. ’

Respectfully submitted,
. .

Arden C.'Déghef

Chalirman
Arden C. Degner [762-8946] Elroy Honadel {[761-2572] Jim Hamilton [761-0074]
Chalirman 1st Vice-Chairman 2nd Vice-Chairman
Evelyn Elmer [762-1095] Rhoda Lemanski[481-8809] John Mackey [482-0643]
Secretarv Treagiirer

Pameains Mrafermae
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November 16, 2000
Republican Legislators,

Wisconsin State Capitol

Madison, Wi

Subjeét: URGENT action to restore Election Integrity -

Ref:_Milmaukeexpresidental Election Fraud, Oct.-Nov. 7, 2000

_QeaﬁfﬁepﬁblicahS?:-

-!f_ f'?iéasé”aC£-ﬁbw qn-nﬁf_attachédgreséiuticns.té test6ﬁe-Milwaﬁkeeféleétiﬂh i
‘integrity. Also our April 14, 2000 letter to the Milwaukee County Board of Election

Commissioners requesting Ballot Improvements for 531172808 elections.

A1l. of the efforts of the elected Miluaukee County Republican Committeemen/women
to obviate election fraud have been ignored by all those in authority. You have
‘been repeatedly confronted by Milwaukee County Republican Unit resolutions, the
4th Congressional District Resolutlons and the State Convention Resolutions:

Res. 2000-23 Uoter Registration. (Chicago Style)
Yearly, since 1985 our caucus has approved prohibiting registration
on-site orwithin 10 days of an election. Also approved by the Wisconsin Republicen

‘Party ;gﬂvestiéﬂ;§n ag1S9?;re$§Iptian,1:L-'-

Return to 1971 Wis.Sec.B.23 When to register.
{1)Registration for any election shall close at 5 p.m. on the 3rd Wednesday
preceding the election in cities having a population of 200,000 or moTEse..

4971 Wis.Sec.5.50[pg.129 attached] Revision of Registry.
(1)City of Milwaukee.[include all that follows, notably]
(c)Submitting all applications for registration received by the board to
to the chief of police for verification of the statements contained therein
The police department shall also report to the board the names of
registered electors who have died or moved from the ward.

Res. 2000-25 No Taxpayer Funding of Political Campaigns
Yearly, since 1984 our caucus has objected to this tax. Also concurred by
the Wisconsin Republican Party conventions in 1997 and the 1989-18 resolution.

Res. 2000-22 Party Committeeman Appointment of flection Inspectors.

Conme! GONE! IS OUR FORMERLY HONEST Milwaukee and Wisconsin Flections. You have
voted to eliminate elected unpaid Committeemen to be rid of a conscience in Milwaukee
County. You have ignored us, and 1ost the 2000 Election. BAnd 2004 is coming!
Sincerely yours,

Arden C. Degner,
Chairman
Formerly Vice-Chairman Milwaukee County Republican Statutary Committee
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MiIwaukee County-4th Congressional Dist.

8540 §, PENNSEYLVANIA AVE., DAK CREEK, Wi 53154 » (414 7678545

*********************%**************

April 11, 2000

Mr. Webster llarris, Jr.; Mr. James Heidenreich; Mr. James L. McFarland
The Milwaukee County Board of Election Commissioners

Courthouse, 901 N. 9th St. .

Milwaukee, WI 53233

SURJECT: Ballot Improvements for Fall 2000 elections . _
REF: April 4, 2000“Spring_General&?residental Primary with State and Local Offices

':Gentiémén:-
We request impfovement of the folidwing items ﬁridf'fo the fall 2000 electionsi

TI. The OPTECH IIIP EAGLE ballot tabulator initally rejected numbers of properly
voted ballots, many were turned over/around 3 or more times before acceptance
1. Expressed Fault - Poor ballot printing registration.
REMEDY Ballot quality control be instituted using the expertise of the

TMSD Manager prior to delivery to the community clerks.

2. FExpressed Fault - Sharp creases in absentee ballots due to folding.
REMEDY a. Modify paper stock to obviate deep creasing, and, or
Covei b Modify OPTECH to blank. out ballot areas that are creased.

IT. Miniaturized lightface type size of party designation is illegible "on the Fall
General Flection Ballot having all the candidates 1isted under .a sole elective
office heading. _ :

Expressed Fault - Voters are unable to select their party candidates,
REMEDY a. Party designation type size to be identical to the given name type
size of the candidate(see 10/30/98 1ltr. to WEB attached). o
. Surname of all candidates to.be larger boldface type similar to- .
former Sc,.Milwaukee_machiﬁé'bﬁllotS(sée“lO]SO/QS 1tr. attachments).
¢. Modify OPTECH to accept boldface surnames and smaller given names.

TIT. Official Ballot for Presidential Preference vote that combined candidate lists
from both parties in parallel adjacent columns caused many rejected ballots.
Expressed Fault — Confusing duplicate instructions to mark each party column
REMEDY Add words in large boldface above horizontal line VOTE FOR ONE ONLY.

Our Milwaukee County optical/electronic ballots must be modified for easy voting.
See the 10/30/98 ltr.to WEB with the former So. Milwaukee ballot attachment. The
changes requested are acceptable, according to Mr. Kennedy, Ex.Dir. WER.

Requiﬁt&d by the foliowiygg ?}ec/éé Miiwapkee County Republican Committeemen/women:
thwk L ot "
g ie

.0 QWbC&M\xQ&) <

Arden C. ~J , Jathueline Baranek 'éé?éajﬁré%*g?

City of Oak Crgek  Ciyfy of'So. Mi aukee City of Cudahy City of MilvWaukee
- V , . - - )




NOMINATION OF ELECTION DFFICIALS BY SOUTH MILWAUKEE REPUBLICAN CITY COMMITTEE

TO MAYOR _KIECK

I, Jack Lentz, Chairman of the SOUTH MILWAUKEE City Committee, South Shore

Republican Club, 4th Congressimmél District, of the Milwaukee County Republican Party,
do hereby nominate to the Mayor of the City of South Milwaukee the following persons
to be Inspectors of Election in the following Aldermanic Districts and Wards, for the

term of two years commencing in January _1899 .

FIRST ALDERMANIC DISTRICT - Wards 1, 2. (E.W. LUTHER SCHOOL)

8laine Schultz 536 Elm Ave. 762-1071
Muriel Schultz 536 Elm Ave,. 762-1071
Enid Logan 4298 Hawthorne Ave. 762-7494
BLTERNATES
Joseph Schuster 531 Cak St. 7622221
“Kathy Schuster 531 Oak 5t. 762-2221
L ' Wards 3, 4. (LIBRARY)
- Jack Lentz. 600 Lake Dr. - 7641733
 Ruth Lentz 600 Lake Dr. 784-1733
Josephine Logic 921 Michigan Ave. 762-0180
SECOND ALDERMANIC DISTRICT - Wards 5, 6. (LAKEVIEW SCHOOL)
Rose Hoffa 3812 - 3zd Ave. 162-8839
Joseph Hosmanek 306 Menomonee Ave. 762-6151
Nancy A. Danielsocn 316 Marion Ave. 762-1125
- BLTERNATES
Dawn Hosmanek 306 Menomonee Ave. 762-6151
Wards 7, 8. (LAKEVIEW SCHOOL )
Dopna Munson .- - 815 Manistigue Ave. . 762-4837
‘Beverly 0'Neill. © 3B09:-8th Ave, - 762-6529
Fva Scritsmier 305 Brookdale Dr. T62-7645 from ward 1
THIRD ALDERMANIC DISTRICT - Wards 9, 10. (BLAKEWOOD SCHOOL)
Ruth Burrage 1221 Columbia Ave. 7624886
l.awrence Burrage 1221 Columbia Ave.  752-48B6
Dolores Wink 1217 Blake Ave, 762-0782
- Wards 11, 12, (CITY COUNCIL ROOM)
Arn Monsan 1413 Marquette Ave. 762-1081
Irma Loeffler 1513 Menomonee Ave. 762-1081
Alvin Leeffler 1913 Mencmonee Ave. 762-4886
ALTERNATES
Laura Erwin 1218 Madison Ave.. 7621254
Nancy Schoman 1817 Miluweaukee Ave. 7844824
FOURTH ALDERMANIC DISTRICT -~ Wards 13, 14. (RAWSON SCHOOL)
Mary C. Nelson 713 Michigan Ave. 762-4844 from ward 4
James A. Nelson 713 Michigan Ave. 762-4844 from ward 4
Wards 15, 16. (HIGH SCHOOL COMMONS)
James Fuller 1975 Poplar Ave. 7644845
Loretta Hinktz 1708 Beech St. 762-7159
Michasl Kablau 1315 Milwaukee Ave,. 571-0183 from ward 3
BLTERNATES

>mored




Republican Election Officials Page 2

Note: Elections Inspector Alternates appointed from other polling places shall be
reassigned by the Municipal Clerk to fill any insufficiency in Party representation per
17.15{1 )k.Wis.S5tatues. These have been indicated by the phrase "from ward _."

SPECIAL VOTING DEPUTY FOR RETIREMENT HOMES, NURSING HOMES, AND CBRF HOMES

Joseph Hosmanek 306 Menomonee Ave. 762-6191
ALTERNATE

Jack Lentz 800 lL.ake Dr. 764-1733

A

CIEi:fizzéﬂT?Jf;;%ﬁ@Egi?ﬁgﬂﬁﬁklgﬁﬁhﬁﬁmmITTEE
,¢4é, . A /éast Aldermanic District
Jack/Ldntz, &29irﬁaa/);§ .
600 Lgke Drive., 764-% 3 '

. patad
-' \/éé/mﬂzzw s g 2nd Aldermanic District

#h Hosmanek
306 Menomonee . 762-B151

7 i

(:;é§¢~h/ 5«&{2é2§4 / 3rd Aldermanic District
Alvin Loeffler Y |

1513 Menomones Ave., 7682-10817

/ y
aAa el /ﬂ\;ZZLZQéL,ath Aldermanic District
Zames Fuller
1775 nglar_ﬂue.,_?ﬁaaagaa

CONCUR: ( '\}",\a\ L P
Arden C. Degner, /Zhairman
SOUTH SHORE REPUBLICAN CLUB
8540 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Oak Creek, WI 53154
Ph/Fax 414/762-8946
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Felon voting numbers surprise officials
But no consensus develops on solution

By JESSICA McBRIDE
of thé Journal Sentined staff

Last Updated: daw. 21, 2001

State and local officials expressed surprise Sunday to learn that at least 3¢1 felons had voted iegally in
the Nov. 7 election. But they differed on what should be done to prevent it from happening again.

None backed District Attorney E. Michael McCann's suggestion that poll workers could ask voters if
they are fefons on probation or parole. There were mixed reactions to McCann's announcement that he
would file charges against felon voters in cases he could prove.

A Journal :;Seﬁﬁgéi. -inxfes_tigatéon found 361 illegal felon voters. As part of its review, the newspaper
analyzed 203,000 records from 14-of the city's 17 aldermanic districts, using comiputers to compare the
city voting database with records from the state Department of Corrections and criminal courts.

Three central city aldermen whose districts had large numbers of illegal felon voters - and a Demaocratic
state senator - advocated an educational approach rather than prosecution.

“Forty-one felons voted in my district? Wow," said Ald. Terrance Herron, whose second aldermarnic
district was one of five where more than 35 illegal felons voted this November,

“I don't think it's appropriate.”

Different solutions

Two Republican lawmakers said the findings underscored the need for photo identification cards or
voter identification cards at the polls, along with a statewide voter registration list that could be vetted
for felons on probation and parole and others not allowed to vote. They believe iliegal felon voters also

should be prosecuted.

“It's a concern," said state Sen. Margaret Farrow (R-Pewaukee). "If we have a law where felons can't
vote, we better make sure none do.”

Farrow said she would "applaud McCann" for charging illegal felon voters "if it's proven they
commutted another crime by voting.”

She believes that asking voters if they are felons at the polis could be "intimidating to law-abiding
citizens." Rather, she said the number of felons voting illegally shows the need for voter identification
cards.

City officials have not finished entering data from the final three aldermanic districts. The Journal
Sentinel found widespread confusion by felons who illegally voted.

An exirapolation of the aldermanic districts analyzed to cover the state suggests that more than 1,100
http://www jsonline.com/news/metro/jan01/reax220121014.asp 1/24/01
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illegal ballots could have been cast in November. Ninety-percent of the illegal voters in Milwaukee were
black, the newspaper found, and demographics, expert studies, and field interviews with illegal voters
indicate many of them likely voted Democratic.

The numbers of illegal voters would not have been high enough to give Vice President Al Gore the
5,708 vote margin with which he won Wisconsin. But the sumbers are large enough to affect smalil-

margin aldermanic races.

Former Alderman E. Fay Anderson believes the illegal felon vote could have swung a tight race she had
in 1996 with Ald. Willie Hines. Anderson lost by 22 votes.

She requested a recount, but said Sunday that the voters were not checked o see if they were felons on
SUpErvision.

The Journal Sentinel found that 20 illegal felons voted in Hines' aldermanic district in November, but
that is a partial number because his district is one of three where the city had not finished entering data.

Hines said it would be unfair to prosecute illegal voters who didn't know they were not allowed to vote.

*Each case should be dealt with on its own merit, not as a collective group in a heavy-handed fashion,”
he said.

He and others said they would support posting signs at polling places alerting felons on supervision that
they are not allowed 10 vote.

State Sen. Gwendolynne Moore (D-Milwaukee) said there needs to be an "educational campaign" to
clear up confusion about the law among felons.

Moore believes that tightening up voting rules would deter more people from voting legally than are
voting illegally now. She called the 361 number relatively small and said she is opposed to photo or
voter identification cards being required at the polls.

Moore did not care for McCann's approach.

"I guess if everybody is asked that question when they register maybe it would be appropriate,” Moore
said. "I don't want people singled out because they're a black male and kind of look like a felon.”

Reynolds Honold, vice chairman of the State Democratic Party, said he was "shocked" to read that 361
felons voted illegally.

Honold said he would "hate to see” people charged, however, if they legitimately didn't know they
couldn't vote. He said that more study of possible solutions should be done.

State Rep. Bonnie Ladwig (R-Racine) said she was "not happy with the number, needless to say.
“We aren't calling them voter fraud, because I don't think a lot of them were,"” she said. "But it shows

there were irregularities and if we had a statewide voter list, it could be checked against the felon list
and for duplicate voters."

hitp://www jsonline com/news/metro/jan01/reax22012101a.asp 1/24/01
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Ladwig is vice chairwoman of the state Assembly committee that on Thursday held a hearing in
Milwaukee on three pending Legislative proposals that would require voters to give a reason for voting
absentee, would require voters to show photo identification cards at the polls, and would eliminate
allowing other people to corroborate that people are legal voters at the polls.

Legislative proposals for the statewide voter registration list and a voter identification card are still
being drafied.

Appeared in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel on Jan. 22, 2001
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12 votes attributed to dead people
Most of _thgz_:i_fare explained as honest Mix-ups over names

By JESSICA McBRIDE and DAVE UMHOEFER -

of the Journal Sentinel staff

l;&sz.lf"pé’eizséé?: Fan, 21, 26*2‘?1

Loraine :{Qia}fﬁ_akef is recorded by the city as voting in last spring's mayoral election. But Claybaker has
been dead since 1997, ' -

Her pﬁi’?ﬁﬁeﬁ' ”vs}tﬁ-“_%éﬁi the grave was one of 12 instances =
in which Milwaukeeans are recorded as voting after their dates

of death, a Journal Sentinel investigation found. -

* YVating: 361 felons voted ilhegally
L AT R s in Milwankee (12601

- Although a few cases, including Claybaker's, remam « Reaction: Officials surprised
unexplained, interviews revealed honest mistakes Qcc_urfed in i
most cases. One woman was upset to leam that the federal
government had '-eﬁeﬁ{:eusiy-'ﬁaarkeﬁ her as being dead; two men had been unwittingly voting under
their dead fathers' registrations. - '

By far, felons casting illegal bailots appears to be the biggest problem in city elections. The Journal
Sentinel reported Sunday that at least 361 felons on supervision cast iliegal ballots this November; some
of those same felons also cast at least 139 more illegal ballots dating back to 1992.

In its review of 370,000 voting records dating back those eight years, the newspaper also found:

. FGu’z"ﬂéﬁmciﬁze’hs'véiééi'-befera their naturalization dates.

« No instances of double voting, despite unsupported reports at efection time that double voting was a

problem,

City Elections Commission Executive Director Julietta Henry said Milwaukee's elections didn't deserve
bad press, and the overall numbers prove it.

“This is a clean system," she said.
Unexplained ballots
Some of the relatives of so-called "dead voters” remain baffled, however.

“This sort of thing is what goes on in Chicago,” said Claybaker’s bemused son-in-law Ferdinand Bahr, a
retired pastor.

"She must have come back from heaven,” he joked. T wonder who she voted for.”

Bahr said Claybaker voted once from the address on her registration, by absentee ballot i 1992, That
vote also comes up in city records.

hitp://www jsonline. com/news/metro/jan(1/dead22012101 a.asp 1/24/01
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"T'm distarbed about it,” Bahr added in all seriousness,

The newspaper's review was based on a computer cross-check of voters with Social Security
Administration death records. Reporters then tracked down relatives for interviews.

Henry believes that human error explains most - if ot all - of the 12 "dead" voters, including Claybaker.
To record those who voted, city workers:scan bar codes next to the names. If they unwittingly scan the
wrong bar code, it can indicate that someone voted who didn't, Henry said. This happens about four
times in-each of the eity's 335 wards each election, Henry estimated.

Frank A. -ﬁlés_ze_wski was s_m}rised to learn that his father of the same name, who died in 1987, 18
recorded by the city as voting in the 2000 and 1992 presidential elections.

it appears the son voted without realizing poll workers had checked off his father's registration.

i | gave_.-tham -_(;ﬁéii-w&iﬁeﬁ}_r_ﬁy name and address and they supposedly found it (on their list)," said
Olszewski, 54, who lives at the same address where his father had lived.

"My dad hasn't been %zotiﬁg from the grave," Olszewski said. "T must have voted haif a dozen times. |
thought he (the father) would be off the list."

Henry said poll workers are not given dates of birth at the polls. In fact, she said, voters are not even
required to provide dates of birth before voting.

Howard Harder, who was born in 1913, is fisted as having voted in four elections since his 1997 death.
But there's another Howard Harder in the city, of no relation, who was bomn nine vears later.

The living Harder is an active voter who assumes his registration got mixed up with that of the other
man, even though they have different addresses and different ages.

"There's something really screwed up,” he said. "You're not talking to a ghost. I'm not dead yet."
The living Harder's name does not appear in city voting records with his date of birth.

And one local woman was pretty upset to learn that she's listed as being dead by the federal
government.

"That's awful," said Frnestine Woods, 63, who's listed as having died in 1996

“That upset me so bad T could hardly do anything,” she said. *I just had triple bypass surgery. Maybe
I'm supposed to be dead.”

The federal database erroneously recorded Woods as dying when it was her husband who had passed
away.

To look for non-citizen voters, the newspaper matched nearly 1,000 names of Milwaukeeans
naturalized between the vears of 1996 and 1999 with city voting records.
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Just four non-citizens voted before their naturalization dates.

It's impossible to do a comprehensive check for non-citizen voting in the November election, because
federal officials will not release citizenship information on specific voters, citing privacy rules.

Double vati_ng

In the case of éﬁ_eﬁbie voting, the newspaper found that no people with the same names and dates of
birth come up as voting twice in Mitwaukee in the November election. The newspaper checked for the
double votes by computer.

In the wake of the éieﬁtieﬁ, concerns about double voting arose & )
because a Marquette University student newspaper reported that +« My dad hasn't been

an informal survey found 174 students who admitted double voting from the grave. |
VOB L must have voted half a
The cf_aim_ Was'pi'gked'_ﬁ_p by the iobai-aﬁd_ 'ﬁaﬁgnai press, and the gazzg t;“;is l thou'gdht
scrutiny intensified when a student told reporters he had voted e 3( 1€ Jat _9;!’) wou

four times - for himself - in November. The'student later be off the list. *?

retracted that claim.

- Frank A. Olszewski,

Not in dispute were reports of a loose and chaotic situation at whose deceased father with
: - the same name js recorded as

some polling places, Wh¢r€ short-staffed poll workers - many of voting in 1992 and 2000
them elderly - were deluged with record numbers of new voters.  © s

An earlier check by the Journal Sentinel of new registration cards showed many of them were

- incomplete, lacking such information as addresses, naturalization data, even full names. A Republican
Party hotline was flooded with complaints of purported election fraud, and some lawmakers said
election laws should be toughened.

The computer check used to identify double voters would not identify those who used a different name
or voted in Milwaukee while also casting ballots in other municipalities or states.

The newspaper analyzed about 80% of the November election voting records for the search. The City
of Mitwaukee is still entering the data on the rest into its voter database.

Although the city doesn't check its registration list with those on felony probation and parole or check
for citizenship, Henry said it does make a concerted effort to weed out dead registrants and to identify
double voters.

State law requires that voters who haven't voted for the past four years be purged 90 days after every
general election; that an audit of election day registrants be conducted by sending each a postcard
verifying addresses; and that dead voters be removed from poll lists based on vital statistics reports
from the city Health Department. City residents who die outside Milwaukee would not be included on
that list.

Henry said the city does all those things.

http://www jsonline. com/news/metro/jan01/dead2201210Ta.asp 1/24/01
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State law also requires that the city check for double voting. Henry said that is also done, and when
instances are found, they are forwarded to the district attorney's office.

Appeared in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel on Jan. 23, 3001
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Voting

reform

plans
draw fire

Disenfranchisement
predlcted as the result

ay mvm uum

of the Journal Sentinel staff -
Milwaukee omcials attacked

proposed - statewide voting re-

forms Thursday 29 misguided ef

forts ‘that would disenfranchise

the poor and racial minorities

here and across Wisconsin. -

' ents

Suggested: n ew Tequirem
for proving zdent:ty with-a driv-
er's license or other official cre-
dential, as well as limits on ab-
sentes: bailoting, came under five
during a‘public hearing down-
town, held by the Assembly. Cam T
paigns and Election’ Committee.

Democrats, led by state Sen.
Gwendolynne Moore and’ Rep.
Spencer Coggs, complained. that
renters who move frequently, and
low-income ‘people: without  driv-
er's licenses, ‘would be discour-
aged from voting under the provi-
sions.of morﬁa dmmms in the
would end the legal practice of
having a friend or relative
“vouch” for the identity of =
would-be voter who lacks proof of
residence.

“This is a design for disenfran-
chisement,” Coggs testified
“Let's not rush to judgment.”

The City of Milwaukee offi-
cially registered against the pro-
posed bills on absentee balloting
and identification.

In a hearing that had sharp par-

...CORL next page
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txsan overtones, hoth f)emocrats
told 'the Republican committee
chairman, Rep. Stephen' Freese,
that record t'umout :of blacks and
Hxspamcs to register at the polls
in November should not be view-
ed as a negative thing. = -
Freese, a southwest Wisconsin
lawmaker, gently responded that
his support for tougher identifica-
tion rules was not intended todis-
courage votmg, but to ;}revent

Retoned Moore," i don’t care
~what' the mtent 15. the eﬂ‘ect is
'._racxst R

: Moores staﬁ‘ saxd iater that T
‘drafters of the’ pmposed bill:on’
showing official - identification.

had ‘pointed out : that: the bill
would ' affect 'homebound resi-

dents’ ability to vote. The bill con-

flicts. with. current registration-
by-mail: provisions used by the
elderly ‘and ‘others, according to
the state's Ieglslative Reference
Burean.

‘Freese emphasmed that rather

than reqmnng a dmver’s license,
e supported msumg a free, hzgh
tech identification card to regis-

otered voters ’I‘he_._cexds bar code

' show'a vote and prevent anyone

from using another voter's name.
Repoblicans made charges of

widespread fraud after George W.

Bush’s defeat in Wisconsin, The

allegations, collected on a party- -

sponsored phone: hotline, drew
national -attention after a Mar-
quette University student told re-
porters he had voted multiple

times, The student later recanted.
A crush of election day regis-
tration led to long lines at polls in
municipalities across’the . state.
Identification checks suffered as
a vesult ‘when' understaifed poll-
ing ‘places were overwhelmed in
some cases; according to testimo-
ny from alectism clerks Thursday

DA eltas problams at pnlls :
Milwaukee County ﬂlstt;ct At-

“torney- E. Michael McCann: told

the committee that an extensive
investigation by his office con-

. firmed that registration require-

ments were ignored in the city of

Milwaikee in a “substannai num.
‘ber”of cases. :
~As for the dauhle-vonng rmnors

that “spread ~after the election,

‘nothing has panned. out despite
" an investigation of whether 500

Marquette and University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee students voted
more than once, McCann said.
McCann, however, has charged
two city men, and planstocharge
a Shorewood ‘man, with illegally
voting while on probation or pa-
role for a felony ‘conviction. He
said éxtensive computer match-
ing would have to be done to de-

termine how many ineligible fel-
ons cast ballots. Two of the cases
Were” revealed m a Joumal Sent1~ :

nel report

He is xxmsulemg chargmg a
poll worker ‘who because of fa-
tigue decided not to count 200 to
300 absentee ballots on election
day, McCann said. The ballots
were never opened and counted.
McCann said the worker “basical-
iy said the hell with it.” No deci-
sion'on charges has been made.

~

McCann assured the comm;ttsae
that even though he is a Dembd-
crat, his investigation was free of'
any political taint. “Three attdp-
neys assigned to the inguiry are
Repuhhcans he said. :

calt iaf more irlinlnn, workers -

Julietta Henry, Milwaukee’s top:
elections official, agreed with pro-
posals to get more training for
poll workers. She faulted the twio
major political parties for failing
to ‘provide such ‘workers, as théy
used to in great numbers,

She said the GOP charges af

_ w;.despmad irregularities were-

political -in- nature and zumec@-
sarily created a “frenzy”? in the
media about the election. <!
" “This is Milwaukee, Wzsconsm,
not Tallahassee, Florida — pleasé

“keep that in mind,” Henry said. »
" Henry, too, expressed conceln
matsomeofthedraﬁbﬂlswmzkl.

hinder furnout.
There was widespread support
at Thursday's hearing for betigr

voting equipment  and mcreased K
staffing of polling sites,

Jane Wilms, the vmage clerk in
Germantown, sald she had mixed
feelings abount the reform plans.

She 'said making voters shoW.
~more-1.D. could make wams eveh )
: longer on election day. -

“But Wilms said. citizens had a

responsibility to register in ad-

vance of election day. In the narhe

of convenience, Wisconsin has let
slip some of the safeguards it had
in place, she said.

“If Wiscansin has a reputanpn
for clean elections, why make it
easier for pecple to commit voter
frand?” Wilms asked.

L
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1llegall in’

Law is poorly
understood rarely
mvaked here
vavsumm

- and JESSICA McBRIDE

[ of the Journal Sentinel staff - :
At least 361 felons voted lle-
gally-in: Mﬂwaukee on-Nov. ‘7,
breaking an’ ‘often-misunder-
stood state 1aw that disqualifies

felons from voting until they are.

off probation and parole, a Jowr-
nal Sentmei mvestxgatwn has
found.

The - votes aimost certamly"

sweetened ~ Al - Gore’s. narrow

margin of victory in ‘Wisconsin’

over (George ‘W. Bush, but by

- themselves did not put. him oyver
. thetop, according to the paper's:’
- review. .of 208, aeo Milwaukee

votes,

iIf dlsquahﬁed feions else-
where in the state voted zilegal
ly at the same rate as they did in
the Milwaukee votes that were

T Milwaukeé_;}burnal .Sem'in'e_l 'Janu_ary 21,2001 |

exammed

cast, according to the newspa-
per's analysis. |
“‘Gore topped Bush statewide

by just’ 5,708 . votes, Or 0.2%,
briefly cansing Rapubhcans to ;
'consxder seeking a recount.: .
“The findings: raise qwstions
beyond the recent presidential
election. As one example twoal -

dermanic races in: the last four
years have ‘been decided by just

a few votes — one by 17, one by
22, Five of the city's 17 .alder-
‘manic districts this. Noveinber
had ‘more than 35 illagai feion
voterseach. -

- African- Americans hvmg in
centra}-cxty neighborhoods cast
nearly 9% of the illegal votes.
Most: of the ‘iliegal voters were

women . conyicted of welfare
fraud, ‘and men: ‘and women
guilty of forgery and other. prop--
grty ‘offerises.” But ‘the list also -

included murderers, child mo-
lesters, robbers and other vio-

felonS Vote‘
l :. . au -i_. ee

ma.ny as 1190"-'_
votes could have been wrongly.

...cont. next page
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vin pastrelectmns
ords show that 34 of the fe1~

para, the cxty vetzng datahase wath

i ",.g 42,090 yotes from’ the three

otger is'mcts mto then- data-

Kevm Kennedy executwe i

rector - of - the ' State . Elections
Board, said the number of felons
voting illegally ' “undermines the
process ‘and ‘people’s confidence
in it. Knowingly or not, it’s a vio-
lation. It's not a comphcated law
to understand.”

Told of the ﬁndmgs, Mﬂwaukee
County District Attorney E. Mi-

chael McCann vowed to prosecute

each case his investigators can

prove. -MeCann - gaid - he: would -

even go 8o far as fo seek finger-
prints on voting - regmtratwn
cards. The violation is 4 felony.

“f they. poliuted: the wvoting

stream ‘and-aré not supposed to

“yote, ‘that’s ‘a. crime,”  Mc¢Cann

said. Prosecution of the vm}anon ‘
he said, “sends a message” that
election integrity is important, Ig-
norance of the law is not an ex-
cuse, but it likely would rule out
prison time - for the crime, he
added.

Poll workers, MeCann suggest-
ed, should be required to ask all
new’ regzstrants whether they are
on supervision. . -

But Milwaukee's top eiectmn of

ficial, Julietta Henry, said she
feared that African-Americans
would be targeted under
MecCann's idea

“We don’t want to get mto elec-
tion profiling,” Henry said.

Henry called the illegal voting a
concern, but said it was a smail
number considering that “no one
1s telling them not to vote.”

Barbara White, a consultant on
local voter registration drives, be-
lieves the law is mndair.

. “Black people. died. to ‘simply
have the right to vole and then
they just take ‘it away like this?
This Bas to change,” she said. “If
a felon is out here being 2 produc-
tive citizen, has a job, is paymg
taxes, he shouid be able {0 vote.”
it's impossible to know who all
the illegal voters supported — or
even whether they made a selec-
tl(gl for pmrf‘.gvent M?ln their ballots,
?agy wattkee voters
skxp‘;t}e& ‘the presidential race, and
(Gore won 90% or more.of the vote
in ‘Milwaunkee's overwhelmingly
black central city, an earlier
Journal Sentinel study found. In
addition, 21998 national study of

~felon ‘voting laws by two Midwest--

ern professors found that the
demographics. of felons would
make most of them very likely
Democratic voters. Interviews
with a sampling ‘of ilegal voters
here backed up the experts’ con
clusion.

Milwaukee went for Gore by
96,000 votes, with the Democratic
candidate takmg 68% of the total.

Wisconsin's felon voting law
disqualifies a higher percentage
of voting-age black residents than
37 other states — 10.6%, accord-
ing to the study. Wisconsin’s law
exciudes 1.3% of all its voting-age
residents, placing the state in the
middle nationally.

Ignorance of law

The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple and other groups helped drive
what they are calling the best
black and Hispanje turnout in
city “history. Record numbers of
voters registered on Election Day
and shortly beforehand. Many of
the recruits were young minori-
ties. “Fhe NAACP, in conjunction
with organized labor, made a
push to get out not only regular
voters, but the previously apa-
thetic and the very poor.

Joan Hollingsworth Harring-
ton, Milwaukee coordinator for
the NAACP voting drive, said the
organizers did not seek out felons
i vote.

..Cont. next page

L



£
i.
o
Y

Capitol Headlines

Monday,'] anuary 22, 2001

~13 -

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel January 21, 2001

..cont, from prev. page

“There were enough people who
haven't  voted who weren’t fel-
ons,” she said, addmg “Ht's in-
sane for anyone to think we’d go
around asking people, ‘Are you a
felon and do you want to vote?” ”

‘The newspaper’s review found
no evidence that ineligible voters
were -knowingly steered to the
polls by any political party or vot-
erturnout organization.

Rather, the newspaper found

" that:

W There is widespread igno-
rance of Wisconsin's law prohib-
iting voting until after a felon is
off supervision - among convicts

. -and . among these who regxster'
< YOters.:

Lk There are vn-tually no safe
guiards or - notification require-
ments to prevent: or discourage
mehgible voters from participat-
ing. It's an honor system.

| State officials do not provide

names of the convicts {o elections
clerks. Felons are not  warned
against voting by their sentencing
judges or by probation and parole
agents. Poll workers are not told
to inform voters about the law
when they register, and no poll-
ing-site signage explains the law.
.M _The -tight. presidential . elec-
twn brought asurge.of first-time
voters in Milwaukee,. and the pool
of felons has grown in recent
years because of fast-rising incar-
ceration rates, Those factors led
to overworked poll workers let-
ting many volers register without
iisting an address, naturalization
data or even a full name.

Felon voters surprised

One 20-year-old northwest side
woman, a firsttime voter who
cast a ballot illegally for Gore,
said she was asked by a poll
worker for identification because
she looked underage.

She was surprised to learn her
vote had been illegal, not because
of age but because she is a felon
and still under supervision. She
said no one ever told her she
couldn't vote until she was off
probation.

“This is the first time I'm hear-
ing of it,” said the woman, who

works at a clothing store and is
raising a young child. Her forgery
conviction is a first-time offense;
she is paying restitution. The
womai, like- other illegal voters
mtervwwad would comment only
if her name was not printed.

“If 1 had known, I wouldn’t have
votied,” she said. - :

A 4?-year-old man on. probauon
for child ‘molestation answered
his holiday-festooned door on the
city’s north side and admitted
voting for Ralph Nader. City re-
corls show the man alsc has cast
three other illegal votes ‘during
his probation period. -

41 thought. every citizen could
vote,” the man said. “Noone ever
mentioned that to me. ] think it's
a-personal . right. T. pay taxes 1
think it stinks.” -

At “sentencing, - ‘the }udge told
the ‘man he couldn't be around
children or possess a gun and had
to provide a DNA sample. But he
was not told he could not vote un-
til his sentence was served,

One 51-year-oid felon on super-
vision used & registration address
that is now a vacant lot, city re-
cords and a trip to the neighbor-
hood showed. State law says that
voters. must live at their voting
address for at least 10 days. -

‘The man, a mechanic “known

for his singing voice and handy-
man skills but also his: alcohol
problem, was convicted in 1999
for torching the house he owned
on that now vacant lot — with his
estranged wife inside,  records
show. She escaped unharmed.

Corrections officials  say the
man is living at an address in an-
other ward. A man who answefed
the door at that house said she fpl-.
on was not home and quickly shut
the door.

And anocther 51-year~o}d voter
also was not at her voting ad-
dress,

“She doesn’t live here. She
stayed here sometimes,” a woman
who identified herself as the vot-
er’'s mother shouted from an up-
stairs window. _

The voter, who has a 1999 drug
conviction, is an absconder,
according to the Department of
Corrections.

City records show she has
voted in each election — includ-
ing primaries - since 1992. Four
of those votes were illegal.

A 43-vear-old woman convicted
of welfare fraud in 1987 also has
voted illegally four times, accord-
ing to city records. The woman

ELECTION
DISENFRANCHISED
FELONS
Compared with Wisconsin, only
12 slates have a higher rate of

W
residents. Among the fop 15, oniy
Wisconsin, New Jersey and Rhode
Istand _aitow ali ex-offenders to vole
after -mmpteﬁng their sentence.

T THETOP 15:

New MW
lowa -

"Wasmr;gion

o2

using Dec. 31,1988 data . Jounal Sentinel * *

said her problems started when
the father of her children left. She
started  working but kept “that
last (welfare) check to get on my
feet and 1 got caught.”

In Wisconsin, completing your
sentence includes paying court
orfered restitufion as 4 cohdition -

+of grobatiog. In of
am}mh&t Wl

* fre fravd cases invols

women, the Jourhal ntinel
found that probation can last 10
to 15 years.

The woman, who voted for
Bush, said she thought she was
off supervision; corrections offi-
cials said she has to pay off the
less than $200 she still owes first.

“It's a crime to vote?” the wom-
an asked.

A 20-year-old man on supervi-
sion for possessing a firearm said
he wouldn't have voted had he
known it was illegal.

But he added, “It's fair. That's
the consequences of a felony.”

And Andre Wilson, 40, a felon
on supervision, said he knew that
he wasn’t supposed to vote — and
didn't.

“Somewhere in the system, |

...ContL. next page
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was told you can't vote if you are
a ai;%on if you re not off parole,” he
8

White — the voter regxstrahon
consultant -— said she believed
many felons understood the law.

“In most cases people on proba-
tion or parcle will tell you they

can't vote. Most know they can’t *

shesaid. . -

Law rarely mamed

tn December, McCann charged
two men — Nemencio Rivas and
Rodney L. Marshall — with voter
fraud after the men told'the Jour-

nal Sentinel that they. voted while.
an felony supervision. They now.
face: poss;b}e penalties “of four
years in prison and $10, 000 fines"
because: of ‘the felony charges.
Both Rivas, 20, and Marshall, 28, -

argue that they’ Weren’t aware: of
thelaw.”. =

Since the election, Marshall has
landed in the House of Correction
on an alleged driving offense, and
Rivas has been charged with two
armed robberies.

Statemde not. a single other
criminal” ‘has been filed
against an ﬂlegal voter since at
least the mid-1990s, accordingtoa
-search of criminal cases from 69
of the 72 Wisconsin * counties.

McCann said he had never before |

charged “such 'a case in his 32
vears in office.

Peter Goldberg, the pubhc de-
fender representing Rivas, thinks
McCann : shoul_d : hnve kept ' his
streal slive. - '

“1 think it's absoiute}y absurd
to charge someone when you're
trying to aid people’s integration
back into society and:they do
something we consider a civic
duty,” he said.

Goldberg said McCann reacted
to political pressure. After the
glection, the state Republican
Party sent a list of voting fraud
allegations to McCann, a Pemo-
crat.

“It was a foolish use of discre-
tion,” Goldberg said.

McCann denied that political
pressure played a role in his deci-
sion.

Issue has rac!a& edge

The evidence of illegal voting
by.felons in Milwaukee comes at
a time when felon voting laws are
under attack in several states by
civil rights groups. The issue. has
a distinctracial edge.

Such laws are more than a cen-
tury ‘old ‘and ‘in many states have
roots ‘in the ‘Jim Crow era, the
clean government movement: or
both, said Chris Ugaen, the sociol-

ogist from the University of Min-
néstta wWho E&auﬂiﬁréﬁ’mé‘ m -

study on.ﬁ;lnn
in’s’

statehood 1849, -

But the issue has heated up be-
cause ‘an estimated 3.9 million
AInericans dre ‘carrently. or per-
manently harred from vaoting be-

canse’ of a felony record. More

than half are wh;te, but blacks’
voting strength 48 diluted more.
An estimated 13% of black ‘men

can't vote ‘nationwide, some 1.4
million people, " according to a
study by The Sentencmg Project,
a national non-profit group that
advocates - altemanve sentencmg
programs.
Wmcnnsm s law, on the whole,
is *a little siricter than other
states,” Uggen said. :

Fourtéen. states are’ tougher..
ban‘mg ‘some or all felons even

after they are off probation or pa-
role. And 22 are more lenient,
with most of those aﬂowmg felons
to vote once out of prison and.two
(Maine and Vermont) allowing
these behind bars to vote, accord-
ing to the' Sentencing Project.

Wisconsin is in a group of 15
states where felons must be “off
paper” — completely off ‘proba-
tmnorparole—-beforethq are
allowed to vote again.

‘System is wide open’

Although illegal voters inter-
viewed in Milwaukee said they
thought they could vote, some get-
out-the-vote organizers said they
believe there is at least as muach
confusion among felons who are
off supervision and couid vote,
but don’t because they are unsure
about the Wisconsin iaw.

Ella Smith, co-manager of the
NAACP's voter drive, was
shocked to learn that felons can

]aw da!es to early '

vote in Wisconsin after they are
off probation and parole.

“ heard they could vote as long
as they are off probation for five,
seven or 10 years,” she said.

At the same time, she beheves
it's easy for ineligible felons to
vote, - _

“The system is wide open — it's
a liberal system,” she said. “Prob-
ably a lot of felons voted and no-
body knows.”

John Gaudet, 35, of West Mil-
wankee is a felon who works as a
prisost minister at the Salvation
Army in Milwaukee. Gaudet said
he didn't vote in at least three

elections because he mzstakenly-.

thought he'cowldn’t. .-
~Gavdet: said he walked mto a
polling place this November. and
asked whether his felony convie-
tion disqualified him from voting.
He said the poll workers made

some calls and then let him vote." -

“l know I'm on good standing
now with society and the Lord,”
Gaudet said. “I wanted to do this
{vote). It's a patnot:c and good

kg aodol”

Goorge: Bamt. legat counaaum
the siate Elections Board, said.he
received ‘about two dozen calls
last year. from felons off supervi-
sion'for as long as 20 years want-

ing to know whether they cuuld L

vote.

forward,” he said. “I ahnost feit
like I was baptizing them. They
were so excited — almost galva-
nized.”

...cont. next page
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Solutions? ELECTION :

Officials agree on one thing HW www HOW the VOtBS _
Eormasion o the voing v, FELONS VOTE? lyzed
ormation on the voting la £

Henry said state law showid re- Wefe ana yze -
quire a line on voter yegistration Aaewstudysaysmmﬁc . :
cards asking if the applicant is o Party candidates loss when To trace ineligible voters,
felanonsuperwsion T felons ars barred from m the Journal Sentinel ob-

~And Kennedy, -the state elec- Estimates are based on the voling tained a city Election Com-
tions head, said it might be a good benavior of people matching feions mission computer database
idea for municipalities to com- on a variey of socioeconomic factors. listing the voting history of

pare their registration lists with
ent of Corrections data,
ﬁﬁnancmiiy feasible. .
In light of the Rivas and Mar-
shall cases, the  Department of

PROJECTED SUPPORT
caxmam. . -AMONG FELONS

148,159 pre~regxstered voters
and 55,134 new registrants
who cast ballots on Nov. 7
in Milwaukee.

Corrections now requires that all Reporters matched name
feltpns mgs Supery Mgﬁ .and date of birth informa- -
a form they tion from that database with

voﬁe until they are “off paper.”
- LThe problem never came: to
-our attention before,” said John
Barian, a top official with the Mil:
waukee probation and parole of-
fice. “Cleaxly, we don't see it as a
public safety issue. But it is felo-
riions bebavior, 30 we p]an to take
steps to counsel them.”

Craig Mastantuono, a local
eriminal defense attorney, said
judges should warn felons.

“It's an issue of falrness,” he
said. “If they're going to be prose-
cuted for voting, they should be
mformed they can’t vote

CANDIDATES

Disenfranchisemment BOB VEIERSTANLER/
iathe LA, " January 2001 Joura Senting!

tLtlﬂiﬂN

statewide criminal courtre-

cords available ‘online, and - -

with a Department of Gor»': '
rections database of all peo-
ple on probation or parotle
as of Election Day in ‘the
county. A state database of
prison inmate histories was
used to supplement gaps in
information.

City election officials use
dates of birth as a key iden-
tifier when purging voter

roiis of ineligible voters.:

“Probation and parole oﬁ‘i—
cials ‘personally confirmed
the probation status and
birth dates of matches found
by the paper.

THE WISCONSIN PIGTURE

Wisconsin is among 48 states that prohibit telony inmates from voting.
1t's one of 29 siates that exclzde felony probaﬂoners and felons on parple. A

breakdown of those ineligible 10 vote under Wiscansin law:
&% African-American felons, [ All felons

Prisoners - Paroless Felony probation Jail inmales

Source: Uggen-Manza study asing Dec. 31,1998 cata $08 VEIERSTARLER/ Journai Sentingt
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12 votes
attributed
to dead
people
Most of them are

explamed as honest
mix-ups over names

By Jasm McBRIDE
and DAVE UMHOEFER
of the Journal Senting staff

Loraine Claybaker is recorded
by the ¢ity as voting in last
spring’s ‘mayoral election. But
ng%fhaker has been dead since
1997,

Her purported “vote” from the
grave was one of 12 instances in
which Milwaukeeans are record-

. ed as voting after their dates of
"death, a Journal’ Senﬁnel mvesti

gation foxnd,

Although a few cases, mc}ud
ing Claybaker’s, zemain Alpex-
piained, interviews )
est mistakes occurred fn inost
cases. One woman was upset to
learn that the federal govern-
ment. had ‘erroneously marked
her as being dead; two men had
been “unwittingly- voting under
their dead fathers’ registrations.

By far, felons casting illegal
ballots appears to be the biggest
problem in city elections. The
Journal Sentinel reported Sur
day that at least 351 felons on su~
pervision cast illegal ballots this
November, some of those same
felons also cast at least 139 more
illegal ballots dating back to 1992.

In is review of 370,000 voting
records dating back those eight
years, the newspaper also found:

B Four non-citizens voted be-
fore their naturalization dates.

M No instances of double vot-
ing, despite unsupported reporta
at election time that double vot-
ing was a problem,

City Elections Commission Ex-
ecutive Director Julietta Henry
said Milwaukee's elections didn't
deserve bad press, and the overall
nubers prove it.

“This is a clean system,” she
saijd.

Unoxpialned ballots

Some of the relatives of so-
called “dead voters” remain baf-
fled, however.

“Thissorzofthmgzswhatgoes.

on in Chicago,” said Claybaker's
bemused -son-in-law Ferdinand
Bahr, a retired pastor.

“She must have come back ffom
heaven,™he joked. “I wonder who
she voted for.”

Bahr said Claybaker voted once
from the address on heér registra-
tion, by absentee ballot in 1992.
That vote also comes up in city
records.

“I'm disturbed about it,” Bahr
added in all sericusness.

The unewspaper’s review was
based on a computer cross-check
of voters with Social Security Ad-
ministration death records. Re
porters then fracked down rela-
tives for interviews.

Henry believes that human er-

...COnL next page
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ror explains most — if not all —
of the 12 “dead” voters, including

Claybaker. To Tecord those who -

voted, city ‘workers .scan bar
codes next to the names. If they
unwittingly scan the wrong bar
code, it can indicate that someone
voted who didn't, Henry said.
This happens about four times in
each of the city’s 335 wards each
elecnon, Henry estimated. . | .-

“Frank A, Olszewski’ was sﬁr«
prised o learn that'his

t:an got nnxed up with that of the

‘other man, even though they have

dlfferent addmsses and d:ﬁ‘erent
ages.

“There s somethmg really
screwed up,” he said, “You're not
talking to a ghost, ’E’m not dead
yet Ed .

: 'I'he hvmg I-Iarder s name does
not appear-in city votmg records

" with his date of birth.’

A.nd one local ‘Womman was. pret-
1y ‘upset.to learn that

father .of the same u;,qy dad Ilasn’t she’s listed as being

poll -workers ' had.

“dead by the federal gov-

is recorded by the city been Wﬁ"g ernment. - -

as voting -in ‘the 2000 trom ihagrave." *That's - awfui said

and . 1992 pres1<ient1a}. . ) SIS! h " ‘Ernestine ‘oods ‘63,

electitns. ool musthave:. o ticteq "?-bqvmg*
Tt ‘appears the son vuted haif 3 died'in 1996

voted without rea}mng.{( dm hmes. o “That upset me so bad

I could hardly do any-

checked off his father’s thought he (the  thing” she said. I just

registration. -

father) would

had iriple bypass sur-

“1 gave them @Qﬁ be off the tist.” gery. ‘Maybe I'm. sup-

workers) my name and
address and they sup-

posed 1o be dead.”
The federal -database

posedly found it (on Frank A. erroneously. recorded
their 1ist),” said Olszew- Oiszewski, whose Woods as dying when it
ski, 54, who lives at the deceas ed?aih ® . was her husband who-
same address where his peeased NN pag passed away.

father had lived. with the same To look for non-citi-

“My dad hasn’t been
voting from the' grave,”

In fact, she said, voters are not
even required to prmuda dates of
birth before voiing.

Howard Harder, who was horn '

in 1913, is listed as having voted
in four elections since his 1987
death. But there's another How-
ard Harder in the city, of no rela-
tion, who was born nine years lat-
er.

The living Harder is an active
voter who assumes his registra-

name [s recorded
as voting in 1992 -

zen voters, the newspa-
_per matched nearly

. Olszewski said, “T'must -~ and 2000° 1,000 names: of Milwau-
- ~have voted half a'dozen e . " keeans naturalized be-
times. I thought he (the ~ tween the years of 1996
father) would be off the list.” and 1999 with city voting records.
Henry said poll workers are not -Just four non-citizens voted be-
given dates of birthat the polls. fore their naturalization dates.

s mposszbie to do a compre:
hensive check for non-<citizen vot-
ing in the November election, be-
cause -federal officials ‘will ‘not
release -citizenship information
gﬁl specific voters, cxtmg privacy

es.

Boubie voting

In the case.of double voting, the
newspaper found that no people
with the same names and dates of
birth come up as voting twice in
Milwaukee in the November elec-
tion.. The newspaper checked for
the double votes by computer.

In the wake of the election, con-
cerns about double voting arose
because a Marquette University
student newspaper reported that
an informal swrvey found 174 stu-
dents who admitted double vot-
ing.

The claim was picked up by the
local and ‘national press, and the
serutiny intensified when a stu-
dent told reporters he had veted.
four times - for himself - in"l‘éo»
vember. - The student later re-
tracted that claim. =

Not in dispute were reportsrsf a
Ic-ose and ‘chaotic situation™at
sotne polling places, where shért-.
staffed poll workers — marny- - of.
them elderly — were delyged
with record numbers of new v vot-
ers.

An earlier check by the Joux‘ﬁal.
Sentine} of new registration cﬁ'd.s
showed many of them werd in-
compilete, lacking such informa-
tion as addresses,’ naturali‘zanun
data, even full names. A Repubh-e
can Party hotline was fiodded
with complaints -of purporied”
election fraud, and some lawrak-.
ers said election “laws should be
toughened. T

The computer check us.edwto:
jdentify double voters wouldnot
identify those who used a difféx-
ent name or voted in Milwaukte'
while also casting ballots in oﬂi@r
municipalities or states, pio? C

The niewspaper analyzed aheut
80% of the November election ot
ing records for the search. The
City of, Milwaukee- is still exfér:
ing:the data’ on the rest mto“lits’_
voter databage. - o '

. Although the ca.ty do&sn’t cheek
its registration list with those 6n
felony probation and parolesgr”
check for citizenship, Henry gwid-
it does make a concerted effortsio’”:
weed out dead registrants angifo
identify double voters. S

State law regiires that vofits
who ‘haven't voted for the pﬁst
four years be purged 90 days aﬂer
every general election; that AN -
dit of election day registrants be -
conducted by sending each a pest:
card verifying addresses; and thit
dead voters be removed from potl-
lists based on vital statistics e
ports from the city Health I)epﬁ -
ment. City residents who die
side Milwaukee would notf:

inciuded on that list. W '
Henry said the city does :sag
those things. -—

State law also requu'es that the-
city check for double voting. HeR: "
ry said that is also done, amd:
when instances are found, thEg:
are forwarded to the district &
torney’s office. -

e
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Felon voting numbers surprise officials

By JESSICA MCBRIDE
of the Joumal Sentined staff -

‘State and local officials express-
ed surprise Sunday 1o learn that
at least 361 felons had woted ille-
gally in-the Nov. 7 election. But
they differed on what should be
dore fo pmvent it fmm happening

again..
‘None backed Dlstnct Attomey
E. Michael McCann’s suggestion
that poll'workers could ask voters
if they are felons on probation or
parole. There were mixed react-

" ions to McCann's ‘announcement
that he would " ﬁle charges against -
felon: vote_rs m cases” he muld .

prove. ..

A Joumal Sennnel investiga
tion found 361 megal felon-voters.
As part of its review, the newspa-
per analyzed 203,000 records: from
14 of the city’s 17 aldermanic dis-
tricts, ‘using ‘computers to com-
pare the city voting database with
records  from -the . state ‘Depart-
mentof Corrections and criminal
courts: B

Three centrai city “aldermen
whose districts had Jlarge num-
bers of illegal felon voters - and

. a Democratic state senator — ad-
* vocated an educational’ app:_roach e

rather than prosecution.

“Forty-one felons voted in my
district? ‘Wow,” said Ald. Ter-
rance Herron, whose second al.
dermanic district was one of five
where more than 35 illegal felons
voted this November.

“Idon’t thmk :1t’s appropriata.”

Msﬂm '

Two Republican lawmakers

said the findings underscored the
need for photo identification
cards or voter identification
cards at the polls, along with a

photo or voter identification
cards being required at the polis.

Moore did not care_ for
McCann'’s approach.

“I guess if everybody is asked
that question when they rettister
maybe it would be appropriate,”
Moore said. “I don't want gébpld
singled out because theyve =
black male and kind of look dike a
felon.”

Reynolds Honold, vice cﬁan'v
man of the State Democratic:Pars
ty, said he was “shocked” fo:read
that 361 felons voted illegally.

But no consensus develops on solution

statewide voter registration list
that could be vetted for felons on
probation and parole and others
not allowed to vote. They believe
iltegal felon voters -also shouid be
prosecuted.

“It's a concern,” sald state Sen.

t Farrow (R-Pewaukee).

“If we have a law where felons

can't vote, we better make sure
nonedo.” .

‘Farrow: s&:ﬂ she woum
pland MceCann” for charging :lleo
gal felon- voters “if it's proven
they committed anoﬂser crime by
vot:ng Ean :

She beheves that asking voters
if they are felons at the polls
could be “intimidating to -law-
abiding citizens.” Rather, she said
the number of felons voting ‘ille-
gally shows the need for voter
identification cards.

City ‘officials ‘have not finished
entering data from the final three
aldermanic districts., The Journal
Sentinel found widespread confu-

-.jsion by felons who illegally voted.
" An ‘extrapolation of the alder-
manie districts analyzed to cover
the state suggests that more than
1,100 “illegal ballots could have
been cast in November. Ninety-
percent of the illegal voters in
Milwaukee were black, the news-
paper found, and demographxcs,
expert studies, ‘and field inter-
views with ﬁlegal voters indicate

" many of them likely voted Demo-

cratic.

The numbers of illegal voters
would not have been high enough
to give Vice President Al Gore the
5,708 vote margin with which he

won Wisconsin. But the numbers
are large enough to affect small-
margin aldermanic races.

Former Alderman E. Fay An-
derson believes the illegal felon
vote could have swung a tght
race she had in 1996 with Ald.
Willie Hines. Anderson lost by 22
voies, -/ _

She . requested a recount, but
sajd Sunday that the voters were
fiot checked to ‘see if they. were
felons on supervision, - -

The:. Joumal -Sentinel found

that 20 “illegal felons voted in

Hines’ aldermanic district in No-
vember, but that is a partial num-
ber because his district is one of
three where the city had not fin-
ished entering data.

Hines said it would be unfair to
prosecute illegal voters who
didn’t know they were not allow-
ad 1o vote.

“Each case should be dealt with
on its own merit, not as a collec-
tive group in. a heavy- handed
fashion,” hesaid. -

He and others ‘said they would -

support -posting signs at ;:ollmg
places -alerting felons on supervi-
sion that they are not allowed to
vote.

State Sen. Gwendolynne Moore
(D-Milwaukee) said there needs to
be an “educational campaign” to
clear up confusion about the law
amongfelons, .

Moore believes that tightening
up voting rules would deter more
people from voting legally than
are voting ilegally now. She
called the 381 number relatively
small and said she is opposed to

e i asee—— 1

Honoid said he would “hawe to
see” people charged, however, if
they legitimately didn't kmow
they couldn’t vote, He said-that
more study of possible solutmns
should be done.

State Rep. Bonnie Ladwig {R-
Racine) said she was “not happy.
with the number, needless to say..,

“We arem’t calling them woter-
fraud, because I don’t think alot
of them were,” she said. “Byf i,
shows there were irregularifies
and if we had a statewide woter.
list, it could be checked against,

voters,”

Ladwig is vice chairwomin of
the state Assembly commiftee,
that on Thursday held a hea.t;mg
in Milwankee on three pending,
Legislative proposals that would
require voters to give a reasafifol
voting absentee, would reijiiire
voters to show photo identifica-
tion cards at the polls, and would;
eliminate allowing other pegpl
to corroborate that people amje«
gat voters at the polls.

Legislative proposals for'” ‘_the,
statewide voter registration“Yst'
and a voter identification drd
are still being drafted.

[S———————






From: Richard, Rob
Yo Gfiths, Tori SBUALONBIN Speaber Pro Tenpore
sublect:  FQXppTPSERtative Stephen J. Freese

-Original Message-

Sent: Tuesday, February 06, 2001 7:54 AM
To: Freese, Steve
Subject: FW: Voting problems

Steve,

| got this e-mail from a constituent and thought you might be interested in it.
Mark

~~~~~ QOriginal Messageg----

Sent: y, January 13, 2001 8:05 PM
To: rep.pettis @ legis state. wi.us
Subject:  Voting problems

Mark,

! heard on the radio that the Assembly is looking into voting irregularities during the November
election. Why aren’t the ballots numbered with an official numbering sequence, and then issued
to the voting group that is responsible for being able to track every number in the group of ballots
they received? The reason | say that is our fown clerk was making copies of ballots on the copy
machine where we registered. For some reason, | don't get a comfortable feeling when | see
stacks of new ballots being created on a copy machine in the polling place.

Thanks,
Arvin

FFifty-First Assembly Bistrict
Capitol Office: PO, Box 8952 « Madison, Wisconsin 33708-8952
{608) 266-7502 » Toll-Free: (888) 334-0051 » Fax: (608) 2619474 . Rep Freese@legis.state.wius
District: 310 E. North * Dodgeville, Wisconsin 33533 » (608) 935-3789
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Griffiths, Terri

From: Richard, Rob

Sent:  Thursday, February 15, 2001 9:18 AM
To: Griffiths, Terr

Subject: FW: Stadium tax?

From: kkmk [mailto:markevk @chorus.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2001 8:12 PM
To: Rep.Freese @legis.state.wius

Subject: Stadium tax?

Dear Representative Freese:

I was listening to Wis. Public Radio the other morning, and the topic of discussion really hit a nerve.
They had a guest on, who I believe was someone from the Green Bay city council, or something on

* that order, and the discussion was about a possible statewide county tax being proposed to help
finance the Lambeau Field project. Idid not catch all the details, but T did hear enough to make my
blood pressure rise. I don't know if you are the proper person to be contacting with regard to this, but
1 felt the need to express my complete and total opposition to such a ridiculous idea, and you seemed
a logical place to start.

I've grown very tired of the way professional sports seem to have become a top priority in this

- country. There is definitely something wrong when you look at the outrageous sums of money that

~ athletes are paid for playing a game, and yet, when they think deserve the latest and greatest facility to
play that game in, they turn to the taxpayer to help foot the bill. First the Brewers, now the Packers. -
I'll admit, T don't recall many details regarding the deal that was struck for the stadium renovation, but
I feel that when the Packer organization signed on the dotted line, that should have been the end of it.
We all have to make do and live within our means, why don't they? Ibelieve the dollar figure that
was being talked about on the radio program was an additional $35 million they were looking for.
How on earth could anyone possibly underestimate the cost of a project by that amount of money,
absolutely unbelievable. The plea that they were making was that if it wasn't raised, they may have to
resort to selling the naming rights. Well, I for one, could care less what the stadium is called, it's just
aname. 1 couldn't afford to take the family to a game, even if we could get tickets, so I certainly have
no desire to be paying taxes for something I'll never get anything out of. I'm sure there are lots of
people who would have a problem with changing the name, but they can be the ones to shell out the
money to save it, I want no part of it.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Kevin Kvigne
3155 County Rd. Y
Dodgeville, WI 53533
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Sent: Friday, February 18, 2001 4:25 PM
To: Griffiths, Terri
Subject: FW: Protect and strengthen Wisconsin's voting laws

----Original Message-----

1 Friday, February 16, 2001 4:06 PM
To: Hep.Freese @ legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Protect and strengthen Wisconsin's voting laws

Stephen Freese

State Capitol, Room 115 West
PO Box 8952

Madison, W1 537088952

Dear Stephen Freese,

Wisconsin's electoral system is a model for other states. Our present laws promote democracy
and encourage voter participation.

| am concerned that Legislators are using problems that occurred during the Presidential
elections to weaken, not strengthen, Wisconsin's voter laws. | urge you and your committee to
oppose all attempts to weaken voting laws, including requiring identification to vote, eliminating
the existing registration system that allows another person to vouch that you are a resident, and
putting stricter limitations on who is allowed to vote absentee.

1 also urge you to support proposals that would strengthen voting laws, such as increased poll
hours and more training for pollworkers and other election officials.

Wisconsin has a strong tradition of democracy. Let's keep it that way.

Sincerely,

Jason J Green
451 Pine Hili Dr
Stanardsville, Virginia 22973






----- Criginal Message--

To: Griffiths, Terr
Subject: FW: Protect and strengthen Wisconsin's voting laws

Sunday, February 18, 2001 8:16 PM

To: Rep.Freese @leqgis.state.wius
Subject: Protect and strengthen Wisconsin’s voting laws

Stephen Freese

State Capitol, Room 115 West
PO Box 8952

Madison, W| 537088952

Dear Stephen Freese,

Wisconsin's electoral system is a model for other states. Our present laws promote democracy
and encourage voter participation.

t am dismayed that legislators are using problems that occurred during the Presidential elections
to weaken, not strengthen, Wisconsin's voter laws.

| urge you and your committee to oppose all atternpts to weaken voting laws including eliminating
the ‘existing registration system that allows another person to vouch that you are a resident and
putting stricter limitations on who is allowed to vote abseniee.

| also urge you to support proposals that would strengthen voting laws, such as increased poll
hours, making sure voters who are already in line are not turned away, use of PUBLIC facifities
{not private such as churches or businesses) for voting and more training for pollworkers and
other election officials,

Wisconsin has a strong tradition of democracy. Let's keep it that way.
Sincerely,

Mary Jo Fesenmaier
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 53147
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Griffiths, Terri
From: Richard, Rob
Sent:  Tuesday, February 20, 2001 8:58 AM
To: Griffiths, Terri

Subject: FW:

From: Pettis, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2001 7:59 AM
To: Freese, Steve
Subject: FW:
CEYI,
Pettis
From: Pettis, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2001 7:58 AM

To: *Wm n Flo McEachern’
Subject: RE:

Dear Florence,
Thank Sfou for you'r' letter regarding the voting process. ltis always nice to hear from

constituents that have thoughts on issues. | will pass your suggestion on to the chairman of
the committee that is in charge of election procedures.

Sincerely,

Rep. Mark L. Pettis

From: Wm n Flo McEachern [mailto:billnflo@spacestar.net]
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2001 11:33 PM

To: Rep.Pettis @legis.state. wi.us

Subject:

Dear Representative Pettis,

Since you represent me, I would like you to consider seeing
to it that any voter who votes, must first present I.D.

Also, the number of votes should be compared with the
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number of I.D. registered voters.

This is just common sense, especially now, there are so
many people who are dishonest.

Sincerely,
Florence McEachern

03/01/2001
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NOTICE OF SPRING PRIMARY AND
SAMPLE BALLOT
February 20, 2001
OFFICE OF THE DANE COUNTY CLERK
TO THE ELECTORS OF DANE COUNTY:

Notice s hereby given of a spring primary election to be heid in Dane County on
the 20" day of February 2001, at which the officers named below shall be
nominated. The names of the candidates for each office, whose nominations
have been certified to or filed in this office, are given under the title of the office,
each in 25 propar {3 yrn in the samp & isai!et beiaw

ENFORMA?!GN TO ELECTORQ

' Upan eniermg the polﬁmg pfaee aﬂ eector 5§'sail give his or her name and
address before being permitied to vote. Whare ballots are distributed to eiectors,
the initials of two inspectors must appear on the ballol. Upon being permitted to
vole, the efector shall retire alone to a voling booth and cast his or her baliot
except that an elector whe is a parent ur guardian may be accompanied by the
elector's minor child or minor ward. An election official may inform the elecior of
the proper manner for casting a vote, but the official may not in any manner
advise or indicate a particular voting choice.

- At.the spring primary election, where paper baliots or marksense sysiems arg

'used the elector shall gonnect the arrow next 1o the name of the candidate of his

" or her choice for each office for whom he or she intends to vote. To vote for a
person whose name does not appear on the baliot, the elector shall wille in the
name of the person of his or her choice in the apaw provided and connect the
arrow nextic the write-in line. _

The vote should not oe cast in any nther manner. If the elector spolis a basict he
or she shall return it to an election official who shail issue another baliot in its
place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued o any ong elector. If the
balot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way,
the elector shail retumn it to the election official, who shall issue a proper ballot in
its place. Not more than five minutes’ time shall be allowed inside a voting booth.
uncfficial ballots or a memorandum to assist the elector in casting his or her vote
may be taken into the booth and copied. The sample ballot shail not be shown to
anyone s¢ as to reveal how the baliot is marked.

After an official paper ballot or an official marksense ballot is marked, it shall be
inserted in the secrecy sleeve so the marks do not show. After casting his or her
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vote, the elector shall leave the booth, insert the balict in the voting device and
discard the sieeve, or deposit the baliot in the ballot box or deliver it to an
inspector for deposit. The elector shali leave the poiling place promptly.

An elector may select an individual to assist in casting his or her vote if the
glector declares to the presiding official that he or she is unable to read, has
difficulty reading, writing or understanding English or that due to disability is
unable to cast his or her ballot. The selected individual rendering assistance
may not be the elector’'s empicyer or an agent of that employer or an officer or
agent of a labor organization which represents the eiector.

The following is a sampile of the official baiiot:

Joseph T. Parisi
Dane County Cierk
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Griffiths, Terri

From: Richard, Rob

Sent:  Friday, February 23, 2001 3:47 PM
To: Griffiths, Terri

Subject: FW: voting

From: Bernie [mailto:BernieK @centurytel.net]
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2001 5:26 PM

To: Repr Freese

Subject: voting

I heard you speak on Thursday at the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks meeting in Madison. |
didn't get a chance to express all my concerns so here itis.

Thankyou

Bernie Kahl, MMC

Village Admin/Clerk/Treas

berniek @ centurytel.net

262-363-6420

Village of Mukwonago

Waukesha & Walworth Counties

Just a thought about on site registration

We have done so much to encourage people to vote:

» We let them register on election night; we help them register by trying to locate proof
for them from our office even though the office is closed. We check water/sewer
billing and tax roll statement. | know we don't have to go that far but we try and be as
helpful as possible.

o Not we made it easier to vote absentee. This is more costly for the municipalities
because we put postage on for delivery and for return mail. It is hard to understand
that people don’t want to come in to vote when we have people in wheelchairs and
crutches coming to the polis. Up until last year we had a lady drive here to vote, two
election officials wouid take a ballot to the car so she could vote. She was missing
one leg. Older people who have to have chairs to sit because the lines are too long.

s Soon we will make it so they don’t have to leave the television couch, just phone your
vote in or email it.

People in other countries take their responsibilities serious, they know it is their duty to vote
and they take the risk of being shot and killed. Here, we complain about having to stand in
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line for ¥z hour or fonger. Other countries it could be a day to stand in line and then they
may not make it alive. Something is wrong here. And your big concem is getting the
number of electors to the polls. These people can’t make it on time to register before an
election and they only vote when it's convenient for them. Then you have a group who vote
for all elections [not counting primaries] and those people you don’t give a lot of concern to
voting. Now which group would you want standing up with you on an issue or supporting
you? You are no different that the DNC who is accused of supplying cigarettes to homeless
people during the presidential election; aren’t you trying to entice votes. Think about it.
People have to be responsible; they have to want to express their right to vote. Why should
| as a taxpayer have to pay more in taxes to mail absentee ballots out to people who have
no interest in voting only to have numbers?

And Further more; the Clerk is responsible for elections as part of their duties as specified
in the State Statute and local code; why should we have to be appointed.
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Richard, Rob
Sent: Thursday, March G1, 2001 8:01 AM

To: Griffiths, Terri

Subject: FW: My experience with "voter irregularity”

A1 1o i v AR LGOI
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2001 10:26 PM
To: rep.ireese @legis. state. wi.us

Subject: My experience with “voter irregularity”

On election day, | voted at Morgandale School, on the 3600 block of S 17" St. in Milwaukes. 1t
was a little after 9a.m. | noticed 2 poll workers standing by the machine that takes your ballot.
They locked to be in. their 20s or 30s. They had baseball caps-on. 1 was in fine to get my ballot,

- when | noticed one of them take a ballot to the registration table, and use an eraser on it (our
votes are cast by filling in an arrow with-a pencilill 1said to the elderly lady behind the table,
“What is he doing with that ballot?!” She said “Oh, he's just doing that so the machine will accept
it.” | thought that to be a legitimate explanation, so | just wént on with my voting. Later, when all
the reports of fraud and irregularities came out, | thought I'd better report this incident. Probably
there was helpful intent, but it doesn’t seem right that a poll worker uses an eraser on someone
else’s baliot.

Hope this helps. Sorry it took so long to get it to you.
Amy Winter
talgwin @ execpc.com

414-645-9781
3706 8. 17"8t ..
Milwaukee, W1 53221



