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Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs and Forestry

Society of American Foresters-Wisconsin Chapter Testimony
February 13, 2002

Dear Representative Ainsworth and Committee Members:

My name is Raymond Guries. [ am a professor of forestry at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. I am also a member of the Executive Committee of
the Wisconsin Chapter of the Society of American Foresters. The Society of
American Foresters represents more than 500 professional foresters helping
to manage the more than 15 million acres of Wisconsin’s forestlands.

Our Wisconsin chapter supports AB788 relating to the creation of a council
on forestry. In fact, such a council was created in 1981 by Executive Order;
the proposed legislation places it within Wisconsin Statutes. The current
Governor’s Council on Forestry continues to address items of importance
regarding the protection and management of Wisconsin’s forests, and to
advocate for their conservation and use on behalf of the general public. We
believe that retaining — and even strengthening ~ this council will benefit
both the forests of the state and the many industries and communities that
depend on a sustainable forest resource. |

In reviewing some of the proposed provisions of AB788, we believe that a
place on the council should be reserved for a member of the Society of
American Foresters. If the purpose of the council is to advise the governor,
the legislature, the Wisconsin DNR and other agencies on a variety of forest
health, protection, management, research and economic development
issues, then the voices of the professional forest resource management
community will be essential to this end. We understand that other
organization and interests also have important contributions to make to
such a council. However, no other interest can represent the resource
managers, or address the full spectrum of ecological, economic, social and
technical issues pertaining to forests, as capably as the Society of American

Foresters.

We believe that a continuing Council on Forestry will provide an excellent
forum at which to consider the many issues that relate to forest resource
management. In addition, a broadly based council having members from
diverse interest groups will prove valuable in advising the Wisconsin DNR
and others on matters of importance concerning forests, their conservation
and their use.

Representing the Forestry Profession in Wisconsin
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Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs and Forestry February, 13, 2002
Honorable John Ainsworth, Chairman

RM 309 N State Capitol

Box 8952

Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Ainsworth and Committee Members;

The Governor's Council on Forestry would like to go on record in support of AB
788 creating a council on forestry in Wisconsin Statutes.

The current Governor's Council on Forestry was established by executive order
in 1981 as a result of public concern about the protection and sustainable
management of Wisconsin's valuable forest resources. Since it's inception, the
Coungcil has advocated for implementing the principles of sustainable forest
management on all of Wisconsin's 16 million acres of public and private
forestland. This advocacy has resulted in a non-regulatory approach to forest
management that has provided a strong forest industry in our state while
improving the condition of our forests and the ecological and social benefits
they provide.

Wisconsin leads the nation in paper production, value of shipments of forest
products and total wages paid to workers in the forest industry. Forest products
produced in our state make up 18% of our annual gross state product.

it is extremely important that the legislature support laws and initiatives that
enhance the sustainable management and protection of our forests to allow our
state to compete in the giobal economy. This proposed legislation, with the
following suggested changes, strengthens the importance of forestry in state
government. The Council requests that the committee consider the following
changes as they deliberate this legislation.

+ Name the Council "The Governor's Council on Forestry”. On page two
line two change Council on Forestry to "Governor's" Councii on Forestry.
The current Governor's Council on Forestry was established by executive
order in 1981. It has matured over the years and has gained recognition as
an advocate for the principles of sustainable forestry among legislators, the
public and the forestry community. It would be fitting to retain the same
name as the council is codified in statutes.

+ Allow the Governor to nominate all members including the legislative
members. Page two lines 5,6,7&8. Consistent with the current councii
appointments, we request that "appointed” be stricken and replaced by
"recommended"” to ensure that the Governor has nomination authority in
consultation with the senate and assembly for the council's legisiative
members.



« Add four (4) more members. We request the addition of four more members to better
represent forestry interests and the public on the council. This would increase the council
membership from 15 to 19 members. The current Governor's Council on Forestry has 22
members. We recommend that the additional membership include a member representing
urban and community forestry interests, a member representing the Wisconsin Society of
American Foresters, a member representing a timber producers organization and a member

~ representing the secondary wood using industry. The Council also suggests that the
definition of a industrial forestiand owner be clarified as one that owns and manages a large
tract of forestland to supply raw forest products to the forest industry as a business. Anda
non-industrial forestland owner as a forestland owner that manages his/her land for a
muititude of benefits including forest products. The Council also suggests that the member
representing education be changed to a person representing the educational community
such as a teacher or member of a conservation educational program like Trees for
Tomorrow.

' The Council is pleased with the language in this legisiation that better defines the scope of the
Council, representation and staggered term limits. We are also pleased that the legislation
provides a forum for the Council to report the condition of our forests and forest industry to the
legislature so that we can effectively work together to sustain the economic, ecological and
social benefits from our forests. Thanks you for your consideration.




