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v Presentations, Public Forums,
Service Clubs and City &
County Government

+ Capital Fund Raising
+ Construction

- + Maintains the historical integrity

-+ Allows entire building to be accessible to all
individuals — both patrons and artists alike

- Attractive, highly visible, accessible entrance
-+ Endorsed by the Center for Independent Living

w Favored by the board and staif
* User Groups: Unitarian Church and
Menomonie Theater Guild.

+ Enables groups to stay together by having
stairs adjacent to elevator '

-+ Provides additional accessible restrooms

e
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+ Provides better reception area for tours and
public

+ Restores second floor space to resemble
original design intent

+ Minimizes impact to the main floor

+ Creates maximum use of lower level and original
use of space throughout entire building

+ Provides flexible space for cultural activities and
increases space use options available to the public

+ Provides more direct access to administrative
offices

+ Riosk enhances historic downtown landscape

11
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Accessibility -~ Kiosk ~~ Elevators -- Parking

Area ol Rescue and Loading Dock Renovation
Advanced Fire Detection and Suppression
Replacement of Water Supply System

Additional Accessibie Restrooms

Reinforce Reading Room Floor

Renovation of the Catering Kitchen )
Restoration of Bertha Tainter and Billiard Rooms
Renovation of Benefactor Hall — Coat Room
Installation of Restroom/Shower off Make-up Room
Relocation of MTM Administrative Offices
Restoration of Second Floor GAR Spaces

Upgrading of HVAC and Electrical Systems in
Remodeled Areas

Installation of Storm Windows
ESTIMATED PROJECT COST $1.5 - $2 MILLION

-
-
-
-+
w
-+
-
-
-
-
-
-
+
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jill Schwebs, President
Frank Burdick, Vice President
Peter Reinhardt, Secretary
Marie Young, Treasurer

Ed Biggerstall Carol Dobrunz

Pinckney Hall Ted Hoener

Lucy Lammer Dick Lowery

Art Tainter dJerry Talen

Laura Reisinger, Executive Director
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Chequamegon Bay Arts Council, po.Box 84, Ashland, Wi £4506

%0 enliven, entertain and increase the quality of life in the Chequamegon Bay region.

Comments to the Joint Finance Committee
Superior, WI, March 27, 2001

Who we are

The Chequamegon Bay Arts Council was
organized in 1993 through the efforts of the
Wisconsin Arts Board and the Ashland Chamber
of Commerce. We operate with a board of 12
volunteers to organize activities that promote and
support our local artists. At the onset, a Wisconsin
Arts Board planning grant helped us develop a
strategic plan and set our working goals. From a
handful of 35 members in 1993, we now have 235
paid members. This, in a two-county region with
only 30,000 residents.

Our regrant program

Over the last six years the Chequamegon Bay Arts
Council has received a total of $24,000 from the
Wisconsin Arts Board for the regrant program.
We matched this money with local funds to award
a total of $46,000 to 52 grantees. The budgets for
these grants total $270,000. The investment in our
community by the Wisconsin Arts Board had a
multiplier effect of over eleven by the time the
projects were completed. Each of these projects
had a local public performance or exhibit. This
regrant program by itself has increased the level of
activity and the visibility of the arts in our
communities.

Regional economic development

Investment in the arts is important to support
economic development in Ashland and Bayfield
Counties. The per capita personal income in our
counties is less than 75% of the state median.

The unemployment rate is high and our two
counties are always in the top five rates for the
state.

Recognizing this, our counties and communities
are trying to stimulate economic development and
attract new industries that will not degrade our
environmeni. We do not want to destroy the visual
assets that attract tourists to our region and give
local residents so much personal pleasure. Deep
pocket, low-impact tourists and low-impact, good
paying employers share a common trait. They are
both attracted to communities that have a visible
presence of arts and culture to enhance the quality
of life for the workforce!

Arts Endowment Legislation

The impact of the arts on the day-to-day life in our
communities is too important to be held hostage by
a biennial budget process. I am here today to ask
you to approve the legislative proposal to create
an endowment for the arts in Wisconsin that was
developed by the Special Legislative Study
Committce on Arts Funding. Adoption of this
plan will assure that the Wisconsin Arts Board can
continue to distribute funding and technical
assistance to its statewide constituency and not be
sidetracked every other year with budget politics.

Thank you for your time and attention to this
matter. | hope you will give it your serious
consideration.

Sharon Stewart, President
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CRE: . ‘WLC 0C71/3, rcl_ét_iﬁg to {:rcati;ié an artistic endoiféméﬁ; foundation’
DATE: - = March 27, 2001

SUBMITTED BY:  Jack Culley, D B

R . Trustee, Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation _
Chair, Wisconsin Arts Board Fund of the Duluth-Superior Area
Community Foundation ' : I

As Trustee of the Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation, Chair of the Community
Foundation’s Wisconsin Arts Board Fund Committee, and a Superior resident, I'd like to
encourage the creation of an arts foundation and a $50 million arts endowment fund for the
state. Such an endowment is a valuable long-term strategy to provide increased support for the
arts in Wisconsin. L : '

The Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation encourages private giving for the public
good. The Commuanity Foundation is a permanent commupity endowment, built by gifts
from hundreds of individuals and organizations. We have been serving northwestern
Wisconsin and northeastern Minnesota for more than eighteen years. We have made
charitable grants of over $12.6 million to benefit our community, including grants to support
the arts, civic projects, education, the epvironment, Luman services, and other purposes
designated by our donors. We currently sianage more than $32 million in assets, and now
manage over 116 different charitable funds.

The Community Foundation’s success shows the cremendous value of building endowment
fuads. Endowment is truly the gift that keeps on giving.

ity Foundation has participated in & Wiscopsin Arts

i dation award pearly $20,000 to
d am that has already helped the Community Foundatic _
?uo;;orirﬁ;;rogrms and projects in porthwestern W;sconsxg.f r l;ese pgografn;; hav‘ia s::rved
) i e g helped fund a seres © istorl
35 (00 residents t0 dace. One of these grants .
morilzhfzx:‘ zhe Superior Public Library - murals that will be enjoyed by more than 275,000
pethie .

library visitors annually.

For the past several years, the Commun

] i epjon’s citizens ~ from
arich the Lives and expericnces of our region’s GIHZ

These and other arts programs ﬁs, from all walks of life.
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;_'_;Senator Burke, Representatwe Gard members of the Commrttee e

e My name IS Frank Burdrck 1 I;ve in Menomon;e whrch is iocated approxzmatelv PR

_tharty mfles dzrectiy west of here In October of 1998 I retrred from 28 years of N

- _employment as a Govemment Relations Consuitant wrth the Wlsconsm Educatron_
.Assoc;atron Councri Pnor to my empioyment wath WEAC I taught Industr;ai Arts |
in publtc secondary schools in Rockford Ilhnous and Monona Grove and Madrson

Wlsconsm My wife Barbara and I have been mamed for forty two years We

rarsed three daughters who have biessed us wrth srx grandchr%dren

Iama mem.be'r: of the Board of birectors_ of tﬁe Mabel Ta.i.nter Memorial
Theater in Menomorrie. I am speaking fo you today on behalf of this
Board to request that you give serious consideration to including
recommendation WLC:0071/3 in your budget recommendations to the
legislature. This recommendation proposes the creation of an artistic
endowment foundation and fund. It was approved by the Joint

Legislative Council on March 14 by a vote of nineteen to one.
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The Mabel Tainter Memorial Board is very excited and enthused about this
proposal, not only because it will provide much needed additional financial

support for the Arts, but also because it is the kind of proposal where ail of the

. stake holders win:

* The taxpayers benefit by the creation of the $50.00 tax credit.

* The state benefits by the additional jobs and improved economy thét wili
be generated by funds from the Endowment.

* Al citizens of Wisconsin benefit by the enriched quality of life they will
experience through participation in the expanded arts opportunities

that will be available.

There are three major reasons why you should include this proposal

in your budget recommendations:

First, it will provide critically needed funds to increase the availability

and accessibility of quality arts programs in a rural area.

Menomonie is the county seat of Dunn County which is composed primarily of
small towns and family farms. The Mabel Tainter Memorial Building provides
performances, lectures, art fairs, tours, an art gallery and gift shop for the
people in this rural area to enjoy. It is a “crown jewel” turn-of-the century

building built in 1889 and remains as the only untouched example of the



averaging 77% of its capacity. Just last month our outstanding Menomonie
Theater Guild sold out nine performances of * Fiddler on the Roof”. Many of
these 2,800 people ate dinner at area restaurants, purchased gasoline for their
automobiles, and stayed overnight at area motels. We expect to attract even
more local and regional tourism dollars once the building is fully accessible.

Finally, the performing and visual arts enrichs people’s lives.

When my wife and I were “involuntarily” transferred from Madison to
Menomonee in 1973 we feared that the “culture shock” would be too great for us
to bare. My wife told our Madison friends you could see the skid marks on the
highway all the way up the Interstate. Luckily for us we were very mistaken.
Barbara got involved right away with the Menomonée Theater Guild. This led to
new friendships, acting in plays and involving our three daughters in the joys and
excitement of the performing arts. Even I became involved in the back stage
technical work associated with the productions. This involvement helped enrich
all of our lives and gave us a sense of community, self-satisfaction and
accomplishment. All three of our daughters spent a portion of their summer
working hours serving as tour guides at the Mabel Tainter Memorial Building.
Two became heavily involved in acting, singing and directing. Our middie
daughter Ann went on to earn a Theater Arts degree from the University of
Wisconsin Eau Claire. Currently, in addition to being a wife, mother and
Children’s Librarian at the Menomonie Public Library, she is also acting with a

children’s improvisational theater company in Menomonie called “Fireffies.”



MILWAUKEE

SYMPHONY

) Apnl 20, 2001

Senator Bnan Burke G
o fRepresentatwe John Gard
L Members of the Joint Fmance Comm;ttee

: Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you on behalf of Wisconsin’s performing arts.
T'm Andy Buelow, Director of Public Relations for the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra,
and with me is Cindy Hosale, our Director of Corporate, Foundation and Government
Relations.

1’d like to talk just briefly, not only about the MSO but about the performing arts in
general. Specifically, I'd like to bring to your attention some ways in which the role of

- performing arts in our society is evolving — and with it, people’s perception and
recognition of the arts.

The arts are not generally thought of as an industry, but today that’s really what they are
— and one that has a remarkable power to be a positive force in our society, both
economically and socially. Most people are under the mistaken impression that the arts
only serve a small portion of the population. Nothing could be further from the truth.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel’s 2000 Consumer Analysis found that more than 50% of
the Greater Milwaukee area population attends arts events. Milwaukee’s downtown
business improvement district did a five-county survey last year in which the performing
arts were rated as the number one attraction bringing people downtown. In Milwaukee,
city planners and performing arts organizations are working together closely, as both
increasingly recognize the potential of the arts to be a catalyst for urban revitalization.

The Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, which is providing a leadership role in these
efforts, is the largest performing arts organization in the state. The orchestra serves an
annual audience of more than 300,000. This number includes more than 60,000 students
and young people attending education concerts and participating in our education
programs. It also includes more than 30,000 people attending our statewide tour
concerts. The Door County Voice noted last year that “the MSO is more than a city
institution, more than a regional one. It is a state-wide entity, providing numerous other
communities the opportunity to hear its quality playing.”

STEPHEN E. RICHMAN, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD STEVEN A. OVITSKY., PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

330 EAST KILBOURN AVENUE - SUITE 900 - MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202-6623
414/281-6010 - FAX: 414291-7610 - HTTP/WWW MILWAUKEESYMPHONY.ORG
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And ultimately that’s what it’s all about. In an era when education budgets are stretched,
schools are besieged with problems such as overcrowded classrooms and high dropout
rates, and sociologists are talking about the growing “coarsening” of society, the
performing arts have something vital to contribute. Involvement in the arts can fill the
vacuum in a student’s life that might otherwise be filled by drugs or delinquency. And
adults find that the arts can provide an anchor in their lives, as our music director,
Andreas Delfs puts it — not simply another form of entertainment, but something that
creates beauty and hope and energy.

I hope we can all work together to find new ways for people to access the arts. They are
not a luxury item, but a vital expression of our civilization and a force for positive
change.

Respectfully,
Andrew C. Buelow % )
Director of Public Relations
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ANDREAS DELFS
MUSIC DIRECTOR

April 20, 2001
Testimony to the public hearing of the Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee

To Co-Chairs Senator Brian Burke, Representative John Gard, and members of the

committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you on behalf of the arts in Wisconsin. We are
sensitive to the tremendous challenges facing you as you craft the state budget. As you
make these difficult choices, we urge you to support the recommendations of the Special
Legislative Study Committee on Arts Funding that were approved by the Joint
Legislative Council on March 14. The creation of an income tax credit and the creation
of a sales tax exemption for sales of tickets and admissions by nonprofit arts
organizations would provide tax relief for the hundreds of thousands of Wisconsin

citizens who value the arts,

The legislature’s support for these recommendations would place Wisconsin in line with
most other states. It is interesting to note that of the 25 major American orchestras, only
the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra pays sales tax on admissions. In fact, this year the
MSO expects to pay $65,000 more in sales tax than we received in our grants from the
Wisconsin Arts Board. More importantly, the legislature’s support for these
recommendations would make the powerful statement that the State of Wisconsin

believes in the power of the arts to enhance our quality of life.

We appreciate the support that the legislature has provided to the Milwaukee Symphony

Orchestra over the years, and we know that each of you has a creative spint that is

STEPHEN E. RICHMAN, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD STEVEN A, OVITSKY, PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

330 EAST KILBOURN AVENLE - SWITE 900 - MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202-6623
£14/291-6010 - Fax: 414/291-7610 - HTITP/WWW. MILWAURKEESYMPHONY.ORG



touched by music, dance, theater, sculpture, and works of fine art. We ask that you honor

that spirit with your vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Hosale

Director of Corporate, Foundation & Government Relations

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
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— .f' _WHAT PURPOSE nozs 'mE YMCA PLAY IN MY _IFE?

N&y name is Mzchei!e Krawczyk and 1 have been a'membe -of e.‘Tri County YMCA L

Cn ﬁsenomonee Falls for over thirteen years. | have been battling a handrcappmg;d;sease SRR

. called ﬁbromya!gsa for more than eleven years. | also have battled TMJ, and.

- hyperinsulinemia. . 1 utilize the YMCA’s whirlpool, pool, and saun take the deep wa S
-+ exercise class and. stretch class, and swim laps of the backstroke. My daughter has been -

o Pbattimg f‘bromya!gla for more than three years She uta!tzes the YMCA’s whir!peoi peoi '

_ &1 seek rehef at the YMCA fer my musc!e sttﬁ‘ness, musc!e pam and to keep my
: msuim levels down. . My doctors have explained to me that it is critical to. my medical .
S condition that | exercise every day. This is to keep the muscles movmg and to get oxygen
. to the muscles or else a cycle of muscle. decondntiomng can ensue whzch can Iead te a

As my msurance company would no Ionger pay for my physical therapy b:tls
because my condition was chronic, | have had to turn to the YMCA for relief of my .

- symptoms. Instead of paying exhorbitant med:cal costs, | have had to assume the

responsnhthty for.my own heaith H have been usmg the YMCA for many years to help me
in my rehab:htatron process - _ S

My daughter was d:agnosed at Chlldren s Hospita! at the age of fourteen with
fibromyalgia also. The Tri County YMCA has allowed my daughter to use the whirlpool
under her doctor's prescription to decrease her pain and muscle complaints in her neck,
back, knees, and feet. The YMCA has let her use their whirlpool which helps us reduce
our medical costs rather than pay about $150 per hot water exercise bike treatment at
Children’s Hospital. Medical care costs for the both of us have been very distressing to
my family.

The YMCA has served my family in other areas as well. We have utilized the YMCA
for: 1. Childcare 2. Swim club 3. Sleepover parties for the teens 4. Swim lessons §.
Cooking classes 6. Camping experiences 7. Family fun nights 8. Arts and crafts
classes 9. Teen leaders program 10. Volunteerism 11. Plays 12. Community outreach

programs and 13. Religious programs.

The YMCA has been a safe place for my children and myself to go together for the
promotion of our physical and emotional health. We have utilized the YMCA for social,
moral, and physical purposes,

| believe the revenues generated by the YMCA'’s fitness programs are a charitable
community benefit as they are put back into the community in values-based programming
and not for profit. | believe the YMCA'’s are dedicated to serving and building families,
children, and communities. As President Bush stated in his inaugural address, “Church
and charity, synagogue and mosque lend our communities their humanity, and they will
have an honored place in our plans and our laws. We find fullness of life not only in
options, but in commitments. And we find that children and community are the
commitments that set us free”,

| believe that historically the YMCA’s have been and still are purely public
charitable organizations. | am in support of their being specifically listed in the state’s
statutes as a charitable organization, tax exempt. In the last decade, a social trend that
did not reverse is the breakdown of the American family. As the family is the fundamental
unit of society, 1 believe that we must take practical steps in our own lives but also in the
political realm fo address issues which affect the family. It is time to shine the light on
entities whose priorities are families, children, and community!



March 28, 2001

State Senator Brian Burke
Budget Committee Co-chair
Budget Hearing-CVTC Campus

Sen. Burke:

I am here to voice my concern regarding a specialty tax exemption being sought by the
Wisconsin YMCA’s that is not currently in the proposed budget. Here is why I object:

#1) Under current State law YMCA’s are exempt for benevolent services they
provide, based upon the local tax assessors opinion.

#2) To specifically change the State law to serve their purposes is a selfish and
arrogant act that demeans other charitable causes that provide targeted
services towards the disadvantaged.

#3) To hold themselves in higher regard than churches in providing Christian
values is an affront to organized religion and should not be tolerated. This
assumption is based upon the fact that the Y is seeking an exemption specific
to their organization and the exclusion of others.

From a personal standpoint, I think that a percent of the services offered by the Y are
both admirable and necessary. But, a significant part of their services are no different
than T provide but yet I pay property and income taxes. I take exception to the YMCA'’s
contention that I am motivated primarily by profit (inferred as greed) at the exclusion of
providing a commumty service. I receive compensation of less than 50% of the salary
and benefits of the prlor Y director. We struggle to make ends meet as we work on less
than a 10% profit margin before taxes. :

In recently received literature (attached), “profit” is portrayed as a despicabie end to
questionable business tactics. Yet “profit” pays for street repair, protection services,
community enhancements, etc.. T am particularly disturbed that Rep. Gard, dependent as
he is on tax dollars to fund the State budget (and projected shortfalls) would seek to
sponsor legislation that specifically singles out one entity as being worth of preferential
tax treatment at the exclusion of others. The Y is one of numerous organizations funded
by a credible reviewing agency known as United Way. Is Rep Gard in someway
suggesting the the Y performs a much more needed and necessary services than these
other worthwhile agencies?



I donate in excess of $10,000 per year in services to other community organization; have
been a 13 year member (and Paul Harris Fellow) of a local Rotary Club; have served on
non-profit boards and my church parish council; continue to act as a co-chairperson for
the community wide UCP ‘Friends’ walk; the list goes on.

What the Y is asking for today to protect their $700.00 tennis memberships, climbing
walls, adult (>12) Nautilus exercise areas is a pittance compared to the Y of tomorrow.
These future Y’s will house state-of-the-art fitness technology, dining areas, Rehab areas
and other items non-related to their mission of serving the community’s youth and
instilling Christian values. Water parks, golf courses, corporate retreats, etc., will be soon
to follow but protected by an act of legislation to forever be tax exempt. The current
YMCA organization has strayed so significantly from its’ purported mission how can
they ever be trusted to reign in their ever increasing appetite towards additional

opportunities.

I suggest current law to be left as is and continue to allow the local assessor to determine
if what looks like a duck, walks like a duck, quacks like a duck and is birthed by a duck,
IS ACTUALLY A DUCK!

Thanks for your understanding on this issue.

! uter
resident & General Manager

& Mal Drive = Tau Claire, Wi 54787 =
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WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF ASSESSING OFFICERS

TESTIMONY TO THE JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE
APRIL 20, 2001

FROM MARY HLAVINKA,
PRESIDENT, WAAO
WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF ASSESSING OFFICERS

My name is Mary Hlavinka and I am here today as President of the Wisconsin
Association of Assessing Officers and I am representing and speaking for over 600
assessors statewide. I want to thank you for the opportunity to be able to offer testimony

today.

Because my time is limited I want to confine my statements to one issue and ask you to
consider several points in an effort to keep recently introduced proposals embodied in SB
98 and AB 250, regarding property tax exemptions for property of YMCAs out of the
budget bill and the budget process.

First, I want to say that you should not be swayed by the argument submitted by the
YMCAs that this legislation somehow codifies or clarifies the existing law. Make no
mistake about it this is an expansion of the property tax exemption law. If passed, it
would allow YMCAS to branch out from their current activities into other areas of the
economy. Under current law, there is an ownership and a use test required for the
exemption. The new proposal eliminates all current limitations covering commercial
activity and substitutes an acreage limitation. The Y's could branch out into areas wholly
unrelated to their core purpose. Indeed, it is the close scrutiny that assessors are currently
undertaking in examining the extent to which health and fitness activities are related to
the Y’s core purpose that caused the Y's to engage in a massive public relations and
lobbying campaign. I’'m sure you’re all aware that “tax shifting” from the YMCA’s to
taxpayers could result from this proposed legislation.

It has been suggested that if property of YMCAs were to be taxed, they would be the first
YMCA property in the United States to be taxed. This is nonsense! This is not true
nationally and it is not even true about YMCA property in Wisconsin. Historically, the
Milwaukee Assessor’s office has “taxed-in-part” facilities of the YMCA. In
Pennsylvania, YMCA property has been partially assessed since at least 1986. The
percent of taxable property has ranged from 15% to 40%. Again, SB 98 and AB 250
would eliminate long standing “taxed-in-part” rules.

The YMCA argues that because excess revenues finance YMCA programs, regardless of
how the excesses are derived, property should continue to be exempt. This “destination



Page 2 Testimony
Mary Hlavinka, WAAO
Apnil 20, 2001

of income” argument has never been nor should it become the appropriate test in
Wisconsin exemption law. As our State Supreme court has told us, it is the actual,
physical use of the specific property and not the “use of the income” that matters. Truly
benevolent core activities deserve property tax exemption. Commercial activities should
" not qualify. Don’t let this genie loose. Keep state law.
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Budget Testimony

Re:  Technology Zones

We strongly support the legislation creating Technology Zones in the State of Wisconsin,

with the following amendments: a0t

1. Through an application process (insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 23), the
department shall designate as technology zones.....

2. 50% of the Zones designated each year shall be awarded to areas demonstrating
economic distress (insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 25),

3. Preference for zone designation shall be given for collaborative efforts. (insert Section
3713, 560.96(2)a) p. 1610, line 25).

4. However, additional credits shall be available for multi-county collaborative efforts.
(insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(b) p.1611, line 5).

5. If the tax credit exceeds the tax liability, businesses located in Technology Zones
designated as destressed, shall be refunded the amount of the credit exceeding the
Jiability (inserted in all sections titled Technology Zones Credit).

b fows™ # pecl Tos=5 12 L7

Further, as part of the Superior Days Economic Development Initiative, we support a

collaborative multi-county Technology Zone designation for Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett,

Douglas, Lron and Washburn Counties.

Reasoning:
As was recently pointed out in Bridge to the New Economy, prepared by the Chequamegon

Group, there is a demand for locations which can meet the needs of business in the new
economy. New technology allows the development of knowledge based businesses in any rural
location with the necessary broad band telecommunications infrastructure. Since these new
technology businesses trade in information, they do not require traditional heavy infrastructure
usually concentrated in urban areas; and they are easy on the environment, The six northern
counties of Wisconsin near Lake Superior have an extremely high quality of life that includes
exceptional outdoor recreational opportunities, a low cost of living, vibrant local cultural arts,
and fresh, clean air and water. These elements, along with the available infrastructure that
supports technology businesses, would enable the area to attract and keep knowledge based

entrepreneurs and workers.

Northwest Wisconsin, as well as other predominantly rural regions of the state, have not shared
in the tremendous economic growth enjoyed in other portions of the state during the past decade.
Location, critical mass of infrastructure, proximity to markets, educational centers, and the
availability of capital are primary reasons for this success in other parts of the state. Lack of
many of these resources is a primary reason limiting growth in northwestern Wisconsin.

These northern counties of Wisconsin have persistently had among the highest unemployment

rates in the state and region, the lowest per-capita incomes, and underemployment of over 30%
of the workforce. Employment in manufacturing as a percentage of the local economy is much

—7
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less than in metropolitan areas in both Wisconsin and Minnesota. The northern counties also lag
behind other regions of the state in the formation of new small business and expansions of local

manufacturing.

For example, the communities located along the Interstate Highway 94 corridor from Hudson to
Eau Claire struggle to keep pace with the demands of natural economic growth resulting from
commerce flowing between Chicago and the Twin Cities. Meanwhile, northwestern Wisconsin
communities struggle to finance basic community infrastructure due to inadequate tax base and

the low level of economic activity.

To add to the regional economic disparity, areas of the state experiencing high levels of
economic growth generate the most demand and receive substantially higher levels of economic
development support from the state. Much of this assistance both revolves into future deals and
helps to grow local tax bases, thereby stimulating additional growth.

Conversely, rural or isolated communities in the six northern counties lose out on this financial
capacity building due to fewer deals.

The challenge is to turn around long standing economic trends in northwestern Wisconsin and
create a vibrant, growing economy that creates high skill-high wage jobs, new businesses and a
growing tax base. This can be accomplished with a state initiative to ensure that the new high
technology railroad does not miss northwestern Wisconsin. .



JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE

RECYCLING GRANT PROGRAM

In the 2002 budget the Governor plans to reduce the grant program by $10,000,000 and this
would put a great hardship on may small town like ours. Because of the size of the Town of
Grand View, 3 civil townships in size and the amount of lakes in the surrounding area it is
almost impossible to join together with other town to try to keep our recycling cost down and
because of the area we live in there is no competition when trying to get lower bids for
collecting recyclables mandated by State Law. Restore the funding by rasing the tipping fees
for out of state haulers who bring tons of solid waste into our state because our fees our
lower than surrounding states. This would more than take care of the problem.

WCC CREW REDUCTION

The Town of Grand View along with many other small towns in the northern part of the state
use the WCC program almost vearly. We do not take jobs away from anyone by doing this.
We could not afford to build playgrounds, ball fields, skating rinks, attendant sheds at drop
off sites, fishing docks for the handicapped people and many more projects to numerous to
mention here. WCC assists young people to find a focus in career planning by providing a
variety of skill, building opportunities through work for local municipalities such as ours.
They also work for non-profit agencies. -

Young adults with learning disabilities are given an opportunity to learn job skills through
hands on training.

For those who dropped out of high school, the WCC program provides a chance to obtain
the GED/HSED through the agency’s education program.

Young adults who leave high school without a goal can work with WCC to develop a career
plan and earn money for post-secondary education.

The structure of WCC is based on team building, work ethic’s and the development of self
esteem.

Don’t take this program away from our underprivileged men and women in the state and from
our small town.



SHARED REVENUE

In the proposed budget the governor has mandates for fiscal year 2002 and 2006 that will be
very hard for some of the small town in Northern Wisconsin to meet. If they are not met by
2006 towns would lose $30 to $40 million of the total of about $89 million of shared revenue

that they now receive in a year.

To keep this short I have included a letter from the Wisconsin Towns Association which
outlines these problems. .

SNOWMOBILE PROGRAM

Increase registration fees to $35.00 for two years for resident and $18.00 per year for non-
resident trail passes with the trail pass money going into the supplemental program.

Increase the gallons used per registered machine from 50 to 75.

Increase enforcement monies for DNR Wardens and County Recreational Safety Officers so
they can spend more time on problem areas.

Create a new registration for snowmobiles that are used for ice fishing only. Most of these
machines are not old enough to fall in the antique class but are not used on trails as they are
trailered to boat landings and then use the lake to go to their fishing spot. We do not groom
any lakes so they should not be required to pay the same fee as those that operate on groomed

trails.
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i lmpact th:s budget Wﬂl have on our schools I know that you wxll be g:ven that message Insteaé Iwﬁl o
o | speak to you in my role &s Douglas County s Recyclzng Coordmator ff' S S

: In 1995 our partner the State of Wlsconsm sent Doug]as County $}42 670 m grant money By the year
FN 2000 that support dropped to _;ust $53 259 In just’s years our state partner decreased then' suppert of the -

mandated recycimg program by 63% Locai resndents plcked up the dtﬁ‘erence through propetty taxes and

user fees.

- The proposed budget wou]d further reduce the current $24 million for :grants to just $13 million by the

end of the second fiscal yeatL

We all understand that as taxpayers we are paying for these programs through one funding source or
another but when the state eliminates its support for recycling as drastically as it plans, it sends a message

that recycling is no longer important in Wisconsin and it increases the local tax burden at an alarming

rate.

Douglas County is in the process of passing a resolution to oppose further cuts to funding for recycling

and to support increased tipping fees to pay for that funding.

Here in Superior, the city of Duluth, Minnesota is just across the river. The city of Duluth ships all its

garbage to Wisconsin.

In just one yez‘t?;c anesota almost doubled the amount of garbage they export to Wisconsin’s landfills. In

7,831 tons
1999 they sent us the.equwaient of 53 million 10-pound garbage bags. The landfill space we are saving

with our recycling programs is being rapidly eaten up by out of state garbage.



Think about this: Minnesota has not openéd a new landfill in 15 years; their internal audits suggest their
garbage will double within 10 years just as it is expected to exhaust its current landfill capacity.
Wisconsin’s disposal costs are $20-30/ton. Minnesota’s disposal costs are $40/ton. How do you think

Minnesota will try to solve their problem of too much garbage and not enough landfili?

will s was once asked his opinion on an issue involving the land, his reply...."Land? They’re not

¥

makijng it ore.

1 encourage you to increase tipping fees by $1.55 to support recycling. The State needs to continue
financial support to local communities who are struggling to run the mandated recycling programs. We
need to find a way to protect our landfills for our future use, and we need to keep sending the message

that recycling is important in Wisconsin.
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Talking Points to Support Resolution Opposing Governor’s Recycling Budget

Background
In 1989 Wisconsin Act 335 was enacted to encourage and in some cases require recycling and waste
education. _
As of 1991 no person may dispose of lead acid batteries, major appliances or waste oil in a landfill.
As of 1993 no person may dispose of yard waste in a landfill
As of 1995 no person may dispose of aluminum containers, corrugated cardboard, glass containers, foam
styrene, magazines, newspaper, office paper, plastic containers, steel containers, bi-metal containers, or tires
in a landfill. (Note: there currently exists an exemption on foam styrene and all plastics except #1 and #2
because there are no markets.)

Under the recycling law definition, the responsible unit for a geographic area is the municipality (city,
village ir town) unless a county takes specific action to create a responsible unit. (In Douglas County there
are two Responsible Units- the City of Superior and all the rest of Douglas County.

Responsible Units must develop and implement a program to manage the solid waste generated within its
region in compliance with the 1991, 1993 and 1995 bans.

Douglas County Facts

Operating Costs
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001*

$182,636 $216,757 $257,486 $235,410 $172,370 $214,998 $232,436

(These are operating costs not the actual levy which is reduced by the State grant and by revenue from the

sale of recyclables and from user fees.)

*Budgeted amount not actual

DNR Grant to Douglas County {excluding Superior)

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000* 2001 **
$142,670 $101,852 $95,131 $68,930 $58,288 $53,259

*Estimated only as #’s are not final until mid-year of the following year.
**DNR has still not sent the final numbers to us for our 2001 grant.

DNR Standard for Pounds Recycled per Person per Year (rural) = 83.7
Douglas County Pounds Recycled per Person per Year = 104.85 (124.28 Ibs. with tires, appliances, etc.)

Minnesota’s Export to Wisconsin- Garbage
1998- Minnesota sent 140,803 tons of garbage to Wisconsin
1999- Minnesota sent 267,881 tons of garbage to Wisconsin (equal to over 53 million 10-pound garbage

bags)
Minnesota hasn’t opened a new landfill in 15 years.

Minnesota’s garbage is expected to double within 10 years and triple within 20 years. In 10 years itis
estimated that Minnesota will have exhausted it’s current landfills.
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Minnesota’s tipping fees are the highest in the Midwest bringing disposal to $40/ton. Wisconsin’s fees are
between $20-$30 per ton with tipping fees.

All of Duluth’s g_arbage is hauled to the Wisconsin landfill in Sarona.

Wisconsin’s Proposals
Wisconsin tried to add a tipping fee of $2.75/ton in but then Governor Thompson cut it to $1.05 per ton.

Rep. Larry Balow, D-Eau Claire is pushing legislation to réise tipping fees with a $10/ton tipping fee.

This resolution asks for an additional tipping fee of $1.55/ton. This tipping fee is supported by Wisconsin
Association of Counties, Wisconsin Towns Association

Currently there is $24,000,000 put aside for recycling grants. Governor McCallum’s budget will reduce
that to $14,000,000 in FY1 and to $13,000,000 in FY?2.
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o: Town Chairpersons and Village Presidents
m: Rick Stadelman

WTA Capitel Day  Wednesday, March 14, 2001

urge  every town and village to sénd onme or more
to the WTA Capitol Day on Wedngéday, March 14, 2001
is. We will meet at 8:30 am 4t Jingles Coliseum Bar
Olin  Ave., Madison whigh is across from the Dane
From the South belt line/Hwy 12& 18, take John Nolen
Drive north, approx. mile past the Shepdton Hotel turn left on Olin Ave.
Jingles Coliseum Bar is Yocated on the€omer of Olin Ave. and John Nolen
Drive.) AN e

Coffee and rolls will be served between &30 am. and 9:00 am.
Starting at 9:00 am. we wi rnief those attending on pending current
1ssues. Now that the Gm}: ior's State Budget is out, we can tell vou that
it is imporiant to attierid to hear“about and discuss with your state
legislators some of tHe issues such as_the recommendations of the Kett]
Commission for corfversion of the per capita shared revenue payments and
change in the shared revenue formula from aidable revenue to “aidable
In addition the highway aids figure is far below the “fair
, villages, cities and counties should be receiving in terms of
transportation dollars available.

Just to point out what the Governor’s budget would do in relation
to shared revenue. In order to receive the equivalent to the cument per
capita pavments of about S$27.00 per person for every town, village, and
city, starting in year 2002 (under the Budget proposal) every town, village,
and city would have to have an “area cooperation compact” with two other
municipalities or counties on one of 18 governmental functions. In year
2006 and after each town, village, and city would have to have provide
law enforcement and five other government functions with at least 4 other
municipalities or counties. In addition, the towns, villages and cities would
be subject to the limits on spending that currently exist only for the
expenditure restraint program, which are basically a consumer price index
limit. If a unitof government exceeded this limit by even one dollar the
government would be penalized by losing all of s shared revenue.

representativ
in  Madison.
located at 232
County Coliseum.

the tot



Another change would change the current “aidable revenue” component of the
shared revenue formula from its current basis to an “aidable expenditure” program.
However, the aidable expenditures that are included for which state aid would be give
include only: general government operations; law enforcement: fire protection; ambulance
services; public safety services; and health and human services. The budget bill
specifically states aidable expenditures do not include a municipality’s expenditures for
highway = maintenance, administration, or construction; road-related facilities or other
transportation; solid waste collection and disposal or other sapitation; culture; education;
parks and recreation; conservation; or development. The list of items that are not
included as aidable expenditures (such as highway maintenance and construction and
solid waste and sanitation) are some of the biggest expenditures of towns and small
villages. 1 have predicted that without the hold harmless towns would lose $30 to $40
million of the total of about $89 million of shared revenue that towns receive in a year
just by this change alone.

These changes would have dramatic impact on every town and village in
Wisconsin, particularly starting in year 2006 and after if passed as stated In the current
Budget. We want as many towns and villages to come to the WTA Capitol Day to ask
their legislators more questions about what these changes mean and why they should be

adopted as currently written. Your voice on these important changes needs to be heard
now! ' ‘

If Ne questions please call our office for more information. /

We will bus evervone from Jingles Coliseum Bar 1o the State/Capitol and bus
gveryone back for “a_ lunch at approximately 12:30 p.m. Adjournfnent will be  at

approximately 1:45 p.m.
We would encourage several towns and villages to car pool to Madison.

s and Village Presidents,
own and village officers as

This notice is being sent ly to Town Chairpers
therefore we urge you to pass it aleng to your fellow
soon as possible.

apitol Day
14, 2001

Registration fo
Wednesday Marc

Name of Officers attending

™
N

Name of Town or Viliage Name of Co%at‘,

Payment enclose or will pay at Doer \

Mail to Wis. Towny Association W7686 County Road MMM Shawano, Wi. 34166
Or Fax to (715)/424-3917

’



USTC

Union Semiconductor Technology Corporation

ustTC
900 Lowater Road
Chippewa Falls, W1 54729

March 23, 2001

Co-Chair Senator Brian Burke
Co-Chair Representative John Gard
Ioint Finance Committee

State of Wisconsin

Gentlemen:

Uni_on Semiconductor Technology Corporation began operations in Chippewa Falls in April of 1999, Our business
de51gls and ‘manufactures gdvanced memory products. This business requires a large number of individuals with
technical skills in engineering and the physical and computer sciences.

We currently employ about 90 individuals and we expect to grow significantly over the next sgveral years.
In our search for high quality talent, we have successfully employed a number of individuals with physical
science backgrounds from local cducational institutions but we also have requirements for individuals from
other technical program areas that are not available locally, including circuit design, layout and engineering
in general. We arc frequently forced to recruit from outside the local area and we have traditionally found
this to be quite difficult. We, therefore, are very much in favor of any program that will help us meet our
development and manufacturing personnel requirements.

Our business also requires us 1o continuously train and update employees in a variety of technical areas. Currently
most of this training is not avaitable in the Chippewa Valley and, as a result, training and education are very costly’
The availability of local programs in Computer Science, MIS and engineering would be of great benefit. Thereforé
{ strongly support the Chippewa Valley Initiative. |

To grow, UST(_J and other %chnqlogywbased businesses, require an increasing supply of high quality talent. Ihope
that you also will support the Chippewa Valley Initiative as a first important step in meeting our future human
resource needs.

Sincerely,
W
%ﬂl Wagner, Pi.D

Director of Manufacturing
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March 26 2001

Iron County Development Zone Council
Connie Coley Lodon, Marketing Coordinator
100 Cary Road. PO Box 97

Hurlew, WY 54534

RE: Technalogy Zone

Pear Ms. Loden:

CenturyTel is in suppan of the Technelogy Zone being established by the six- (6) northern counties in
Wisconsin These inchude Tron, Douglas, Bayiield, Ashland Washburn and Burnett countics, Sufficient
infmstructure is in place to sapport high-speed data technologies in the areas served by CenturyTel,

If you have guestions or desire further information please contact me at {715) 585-6388,

Sincercly,
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WISCONSIN
27 March 2001

Joint Commitiee on Finance
Senator Brian Burke, Cochairman
Representative John Gard, Cochairman

RE: Testimony offered at the 27 March 2001 hearing in Superior

Dear Honorable Members of Joint Committee on Finance:

The goals of the Governor's Blue-Ribbon Commission on State-Local Partnerships for
the 21 Century were noble and | applaud the time and effort of Commission members.
However, we must now accept the fact that the scope of the assigned task was too
ambitious and the timeframe unrealistically short. None of us should be surprised that

the Kettl Commission failed.

The Commission failed to forward meaningful recommendations regarding the reform of
antiquated local government structures. It failed to resolve the overlapping jurisdictional
issues, and the resulting conflict, for local governments. It failed to resolve the school -
funding issues that helped create much of the overall local government-funding crisis.
And now it appears that it failed to maintain a state commitment to equalization of local
government finances through the shared revenue program.

Yesterday, for the first time, the Legislative Fiscal Bureau attempted to identify the
impact of the SBS5/AB144 on municipal governments. The spreadsheets show the
winners and losers under the new proposals.” It's nice that you came up north to meet
with some of the losers. Depending on how the growth sharing boundaries. are drawn,
the state aid payment to the City of Ashland is proposed to decrease approximately 29
percent or approximately $1,130,000 prior to the application of the minimum/maximum.
The City of Superior's payment will decrease by about 16 percent without
minimum/maximum. These calculations have horrendous long-term implications on our
communities. If you include the minimum/maximum, the state aid payment to Superior
will decrease by about $580,000. Ashland's payment would only increase by

approximately $10,000.

It is apparent that Governor McCallum is prepared to throw the principle of equalization
of state aid payments right out the window. Economically poor communities are being
left to fend for themselves, only now thanks to the Kettl Commission; we get to suffer as
growth-sharing regions. Please expiain how the northwest part of the state can create

CITY OF ASHLAND - 601 Main Street West - Ashland, Wisconsin 54806
Phone (715) 682-7071 » Fax (715) 682-7048

Printed on processed chiorne free paper with say Ink.



economic growth while declining state aid payments force increased fees, increased
property taxes and reductions of municipal services. The rich-get-richer/poor-get-poor
scenario in this budget proposal is unacceptable. :

Is it really possible that there are people in Madison who still believe that if the state
continues to squeeze local government, then municipalities will continue to find ways to
become more efficient and somehow solve the problem themselves? That certainly is
an interesting approach to state/local government partnerships. Members of the
Commission, you need to be aware that over the past seven years the City of Ashland
has reorganized every municipal department. We-have consolidated operations. We
have cut staffing. We have merged services with other governments. The decisions
that we have made have been painful and many of the decisions have not been popular
with everyone in the community. | am proud to report to this Commission that we have
done everything that we could to become more efficient and more accountable to our
taxpayers. Believe me, we have exhausted the best management practices and there
is no additional fat to trim. Without a viable partnership with the state that aliows for
incremental increases in municipal expenditures, Ashland must now choose between
increasing property taxes or eliminating public services.

Adoption of Governor McCallum's budget recommendations for local government
funding guarantees a property tax increase to City residents. If the State Legislature
approves the recommendations of the Governor, the Legislature should stop boasting of
reducing the property tax burden in the state. The Legisiature is simply shifting the
responsibility to increase taxes to municipalities. This shifting has been taking place
since 1995 when shared revenue payments were frozen and now is being shifted once
again to the low growth communities. :

| beg you to reject the hasty conclusions of the Kettl Commission and the foolish shared
revenue recommendations of the Governor's budget. Please develop realistic funding
partnerships with local governments that don't create winners and losers. Especially, |
plead with the Joint Committee on Finance to vocally stand in support of the principle of
equalization. It is a principle that is worth saving. :

Thank you for yo'ur consideration of my comments.
Sincerely,

Tony Murphy
City Administrator



Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee Hearing
Superior, Wisconsin

March 27, 2001

Superior High School

Performing Arts Center

10:30 AM.

Budget Testimony
Re: Technology Zones

The Ashland Area Development Corporation strongly supports the legislation
creating Technology Zones in the State of Wisconsin, with the following
amendments:

1. Through an application process (insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 23), the
department shall designate as technology zones.....

2. 50% of the Zones designated each year shall be awarded to areas demonstrating
economic distress (insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 25).

3. Preference for zone designation shall be given for collaborative efforts. (insert Section
3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 25).

4. However, additional credits shall be available for multi-county collaborative efforts.
(insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(b) p.1611, line 5).

5. If the tax credit exceeds the tax liability, businesses located in Technology Zones
designated as destressed, shall be refunded the amount of the credit exceeding the
liability (inserted in all sections titled Techaology Zones Credit).

lo. CeneerLeEd APouT NS TI7TAC  zZaiE S As Rl <2
1O Mmme¢. -

Further, as part of the Superior Days Economic Development Initiative, we support
a collaborative ml}lti-county Technology Zone for Northwest Wisconsin.

a

A u 5

_,.F a‘tik R. Kémpf L
Executive Director
Ashland Area Development Corporation
422 3. Street

Ashland, Wisconsin 54806
715-682-8344

Fax 683-8415
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e f-_f;__.jentrepreneurs and workers

*supports technology busmesses would enabie the arca to attract and keep knowledge based

Northwest Wisconsm as wclE as other predommant[y rurai reglons of the state have not shared :
“" in the tremendous economic. growth enjoyed in “other portions of the state durmg the past’ decade. -

_'_._3_-"--Locatzon critical mass of znfrastructure _proximity to ‘markets, educattonal centers, and the
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~ rates in the state and region, the lowest per-capita incomes, and underemployment of over 30%
“of the workforce: Employment in manufacturing as a percentage of the local economy is much

less than in metropohtan areas in both Wisconsin and Minnesota. The northern counties also lag

behind other regions of the state in the formation of new small business and expanswns of local

manufacturing.

For example, the communities located along the Interstate Highway 94 corridor from Hudson to
Eau Claire struggle to keep pace with the demands of natural economic growth resulting from
commerce flowing between Chicago and the Twin Cities. Meanwhile, northwestern Wisconsin
communities struggle to finance basic community infrastructure due to inadequate tax base and
the low level of economic activity. "

To add to the regional economic disparity, areas of the state experiencing high levels of
economic growth generate the most demand and receive substantially higher levels of economic
development support from the state. Much of this assistance both revolves into future deals and
helps to grow local tax bases, thereby stimulating additional growth.

Conversely, rural or isolated communities in the six northern counties lose out on this financial
capacity building due to fewer deals.

The challenge is to turn around long standing economic trends in northwestern Wisconsin and
create a vibrant, growing economy that creates high skill-high wage jobs, new businesses and a
growing tax base. This can be accomplished with a state initiative to ensure that the new high
technology railroad docs not miss northwestern Wisconsin.
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Good morning. My name is Fred Schnook and I am the staff to the Northwest Wisconsin
Workforce Investment Board. The purpose of the Workforce Investment Board is to
provide the strategic planning and oversight of the eight Wisconsin Job Centers located in
our area. | am also director of the Northwest Wisconsin Concentrated Employment
Program, a very successful non-profit Workforce Development agency delivering
services to employers and job seekers in the same ten county demographic area for over
thirty years. We are working diligently to provide a skilled workforce for our area. We
invest time and money into the employers and workers of Northwest Wisconsin

The purpose of my presentation here today is to provide you with some thoughts or
insights on economic issues affecting Northwest Wisconsin and put those issues into the
context of how they are similar to other areas of the state. You have a tough job before
you and I think giving some perspective to the issues affecting our area would be helpful
to you. At first blush, it appears that there are many differences between Northwest
Wisconsin and more urban areas of our state. The ten counties comprising Northwest
Wisconsin cover a geographical landmass of over 10,000 square miles. This is an area
Jarger that several states! Yet, we only have a population of approximately 170,000. Ten
years ago, ] moved to Northwest Wisconsin from the City of Milwaukee where I operated
programs for dislocated workers. From my first-hand experience, I believe there are
more similarities between Northwest Wisconsin and the City of Milwaukee than there are
differences. I think that highlighting these similarities may be an effective strategy when
considering development of state budgets and policy. 1 would like to discuss nine items

specifically:

L. Northwest Wisconsin and the Milwaukee area both suffer pockets of high
poverty. Wages in the ten northwest counties of Wisconsin are, on average, 20%
lower than the rest of the State. Consequently, issues relating to economic
development, high paying jobs, and the social affects of poverty are similar in
Milwaukee and rural Northwest Wisconsin.

2. The City of Milwaukee and municipalities in Northwest Wisconsin have similar
difficulties with regard to providing service levels and not having the tax base to
support needed services. Many of our towns in Northwest Wisconsin are unable
to develop the infrastructure and offer the services available in suburban
communities. Our towns and cities are small and consequently do not have the



tax base available to support additional services or infrastructure needs. These are
the same problems that are affecting the City of Milwaukee.

School Funding: Our small rural school districts are experiencing many of the
same problems as the Milwaukee public school system as it relates to funding
revenues from the State. Specifically, declining enrollments and the methodology
by which schools are funded, benefits wealthy suburban schools and penalizes
small rural schools and poor urban schools. Revenue caps on schools in rural
Northwest Wisconsin have had a detrimental impact in providing handicap
accessible bricks and mortar and cutting edge educational programs available to
wealthier suburban districts.

Racial Disparity: The Indian Tribes in Northwest Wisconsin suffer
disproportionately from greater social ills than the more affluent white population
of the area. This is very similar to the racial disparities found in the urban
Milwaukee area.

Geographic Isolation from Economic Opportunities. In Northwest Wisconsin,
many job opportunities are available in our towns and cities. However, a
significant portion of our population live outside of these centers and they lack the
public transportation, technological infrastructure, and child care services which
will allow them to access good jobs and training opportunities. This is very
similar to Milwaukee where there are large pockets of unemployment in the inner
city and jobs go begging to be filled in the suburbs. However, few infrastructure
mechanisms exist to get workers to employment and/or training opportunities.

Love for the Area/Concern for the Future: A significant portion of the
population in Northwest Wisconsin has lived here for many generations. Despite
many of the economic hardships our citizens face, they love Northwest Wisconsin
and cannot image living anywhere else. However, economic opportunities
elsewhere cause a significant portion of our young people to leave the area and
create a concern for the future. These sentiments are mirrored by the citizens of
Southeastern Wisconsin.

Political Isolation. In rural Northwest Wisconsin, there is a feeling that we are
isolated from the political power structure and decision making which takes place
in Madison. This sentiment is identical to many of the communities in urban
Milwaukee who also feel isolated and ignored by the political power structure in
Madison.

Sustainable Development. While Northwest Wisconsin is in desperate need of
additional economic opportunities, there is a general concern that economic
prosperity will come at the cost of the destruction of our pristine environment.
While economic growth is much needed, there is a great concern that the beauty
of our area will get sacrificed on the altar of economic development. This is
similar to concerns often raised by the community in Milwaukee, where economic



development or public infrastructure projects have been implemented by tearing
apart local neighborhoods. There is a concern in Milwaukee that neighborhoods
will be sacrificed on the altar of economic development.

9. Miscellaneous. In Northwest Wisconsin, in the past few years, we have seen a
dramatic increase in housing prices and taxes. This has caused many people to
move out of the city seeking lower tax rates in the country and has prevented
many citizens of our area from purchasing homes. We have seen significant
increases in our health insurance costs while witnessing decreases in our health
insurance benefits. Our city and county governments have witnessed numerous
under-funded or un-funded mandates placed upon us by various departments in
the state.

As you can see from the above, there are many similarities between Northwest Wisconsin
and the Milwaukee area. Urban and Rural areas have more similarities that suburban
areas.

The Joint Committee on Finance members do not have an easy job to perform. 1 do not
envy the position Committee members have in establishing a budget. However, I hope
the perception of the similarities of our area to other parts of this great State have helped
to put our issues in context for you and will help in your work of developing a budget for
our state. In my written comments, I have elaborated more on these items. If' I can be of
any help to the Joint Committee on Finance in providing you information on Workforce
Development issues, labor market information, or any other information which you
require, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for coming to Superior and thank you
for proving me with an opportunity to speak today.
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City of Superior Finance Department e~
1407 Hammond Avenue, Room 104 S

—_—,
Superior, WI 54880 upmor

{715) 394-0260
(715) 394-0292 (fax)
There's More To Our Shore!

March 27, 2001

TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance, Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau
CC: Mayor Sharon Kotter and Members of the City of Superior Comnmon Council
FROM: Timothy M. Nelson, Finance Director, City of Superior W

RE: Govemnor’s Executive Budget Bill (SB 55/AB 144)

On behalf of the City of Superior Finance Department I would like to submit the following comments to
be considered as part of your public hearing for budget bill SB55/AB 144.

In Support
. We are in support of the proposed increase in the funding of state aid paid to municipalities to

compensate for the lost personal property tax revenue due to the exemption of computers and
related equipment.

In Opposition
. We are opposed to the proposed decrease in funding for the shared revenue program, and

while we understand that there is a proposed increase in the expenditure restraint program
funding of the same amount, overall, funding for the two programs remains the same and has not
been increased since 1995. We would like to see the amount of funding provided by the
shared revenue program be increased by at least the rate of inflation each year.

. We are opposed to the almost 50% decrease in funding for municipal recycling grants and ask
that more funding be provided for this service.

Other Considerations

City of Superior officials recently met with officials from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue
regarding the collection and distribution of terminal taxes. Itis the City’s contention that Lakehead
Pipeline’s tank farm more appropriately falls under the description of a terminal property similar to
Burlington Northern’s taconite facility and Midwest Energy’s coal terminal. Lakehead’s property is
currently categorized as a utility for tax distribution purposes. This is the result of an archaic statute
written in 1975. The City wishes to have the Lakehead Pipeline tank farm property classified as a
terminal, thereby redirecting the ad valorem tax to the City of Superior instead of as a distribution from
the State’s General Fund. The fiscal impact of this for the City of Superior could be as high as §1.5
million dollars annually.



WHITE WINTER WINERY, INC.

402 S. George St., P.O. Box 636, Iron River, Wi 54847
(715) 372-5656 or 800-697-2006
E-mail goodmead@win.bright.net
www.whitewinter.com

To Members of the Joint Finance Committee

March 27, 2001

Good morning! My name is Jor Hamlton and Tam the operator of White Winter Winery in Iron
River located about. 40 miles east of Superlor Iwould hke to thank you for travehaCr to Superior to
hear what We all have to. say : s - Lk : . .

‘I Would hke to brmg your attentzon to a‘Tecent movement to st()p the dli'e()t sthment of wme mto
the State of Wisconsin. As I understand it, this.item.had originally been in the budget and was -
removed, but now the language may-be re-introduced in the joint finance committee. Mail order
sales are a critical part of my business making up about 20-25% of our total sales. We use locally
produced fruit and honey in our products. Passage of thi '111 wo"' e‘_;_mean we would no longer have
the ability to pursue these legal sales avenues because with these states would be lost.
This is parﬁcularly serlous for us because we do busmess i an economlcaliy depressed area,

majgority of it produced w1thm 60 mﬂeﬂ; of our wmery

our products w1th the Vi

Thisis a regresswe action ina time when the entlre beer ‘wine and 5p1r1ts mdustry across the nation
is working to allow Iegal shlpments in the United States. and would semousiy Jeopardize
Wisconsin’s ﬂedcr}mo wige industry. Typlca}ly distributors do not want to-carry our products
because we cover a small' niche market, we do'iot have the massive marketing budgets to support
far flung markets in Wisconsin or other states. The internet and mail order has helped to level the
playing field somewhat in this'area. Limiting mail order llmlts the ability of the consumers in the
state to have a selection of thelr choosmo when dlstnbutors oniy carry a few biU name, big budget
wines and spmts L -

Please fight for us fo keep the fieici open Wlth rec1pr0e1£y w1th other states. Our busmess livelihood
depends on it, as does those of the'fruit growers and honey producers. At the very least this issue
should be brought before the entire house for discussion and not slipped into the budget with out
review and debate, it limits my ability and right to operate a legitimate business and limits the
consumers right of choice. '

Please contact Bob Wollersheim, President of the Wisconsin Winery Association at (608)643-6515,
or Scott Froehlke the Association Iobbyist at (608)257-3000 for more information.

Sincerely,

Whlt)\’ inter Wmery, Inc.

e
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_ 330 EAST LA SALLE
BARACON, WISCONSIN 54812

TO: HONORABLE MEMBERS OF JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE

FROM: ARNOLD ELLISON — BARRON COUNTY BOARD CHAIRMAN
DATE: MARCH 27, 2001
TOPIC: Y2 % SALES TAX

Honorable Legislators,

Thank You for taking time out of your busy schedules to come to Northern
Wisconsin for this very important hearing. As many other counties in the State of
Wisconsin, Barron County finds it necessary to build a facility to fulfill requirements
of the law. Namely, the Law Enforcement and appropriate needs of the judicial system.
The operational levy limit of 4.56 for Barron County causes necessary operational costs
of a new and necessary facility along with all the other mandated services to become
practically unattainable.

We in Barron County are not asking the State for any money! We are simply
asking the States approval to have the opportunity to increase a ¥4 % sales tax over
Barron Counties present ¥, % sales tax. That would cause the operational costs of all
services attainable and reduce the property tax burden as well. [ urgently request that you
give serious consideration to this request.

Sincerely,

s bl Gl ra o

Armold Ellison
Barron County Board Chairman

ce: exhibit enclosures



