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JRON COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Hurley, Wisconsin 54534

Budget Testimony
Re:  Department of Tourism

We support the ability of the Department of Tourism to amend the Heritage Tourism
Grant Program to issue the existingjrant funds to already designated Wisconsin Heritage

Tourism Areas.

Reasoning: There are now 12 Heritage Tourism Areas. To maximize the investment made in
these areas, a cooperative marketing grant program would be a cooperative effort that would
continue to keep Wisconsin a leader in Heritage Tourism development. This is the market niche
in tourism today that Wisconsin has positioned itself well for. To continue to designate more and
more Heritage Areas versus support the investment we have already made, would dilute the

quality of the program.

We also oppose cutting the Department of Tourism budget.

Reasoning: Tourism is a major industry for our area of the State. It is necessary to a vital
economy for our region. Without the revenues from tourism, we would face traumatic reduction
in services for our residents. It is through revenues generated from out of state visitors that
compliment and support local Wisconsin economies. Without that economic influx, we would be
more reliant on State assistance programs. Tourism contributed a return on investment of $9.97
Billion to the State of Wisconsin’s economy.



IRON COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Budget Testimony

Re:  Wisconsin Conservation Corps

We oppose the reduction of Wisconsin Conservation Crews.

Reasoning: The Wisconsin Conservation Crews assist young adults to find focus in career
planning by providing a variety of skill building opportunities through work for local

municipalities and non-profit agencies. Young adults who desire work in the field of natural
resources can acquire a resume that will qualify them for positions in the field.
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]lking Points for Crews at Jnt Finance Committee Hearings:
)

WCC assists young adults to find focus in career planning by providing a
variety of skill building opportunities through work for jocal mupnicipalities and
non-profit agencies. -

2) Young adults with leaming disabilities are givan an opportunity to learn job
skills through hands on training..

3) Aduits of all ages can quality for crew lsader positions and further their
education and training in supervisory skills through the educationai programs
prov Etd:t: by educators from UW Stevens Pt and technical coliege throughout
the state. -

4) Young adults who desire to work in the natural resources field can acquire a

_ resune that will qualify them for positions in this field.
£) Emphasis through education at the crew site and tuition vouchers from the

State: of vmﬂ%wdmmwmu education,
6) Yourg adiilts who leave high schoo! without a goal can work with WCC to

develop a career plan and eam money for post-secondary education.

7} For those who drop out of high school, the WCC program provides to obtain
the CED/HSED through the agency's education program.

B) Forthose who lack work ethic, are uncertain about their future, WCC provides
direcrion and guidance 1o acquire the skills to enter our workforce,

8) The etructure of WCC isbased on team-building, work ethic. and the
deveiopment of self esteem.

10)WCC s educetion program provides skills for the today's economy through
job-sie computer literacy training.

11)Corps: members are given job training and have access to working
profesisionals while they work at their crew sites.

12)Corpe. members are trained in their communities and not displaced to other
comnunities. ,

13)Corps members lsam to work through a structured work week in their home
areas.

14)What other program provides income-and direction to develop the future to
young adults without skilis and focus? ) _

15} Youth from all walks of life work together as a team on a crew. This provides

“mainstreaming for corps members with learning or physical dmgbtii}ies.

18)WCC provides. e work- ithout any capital investment.

17)WCC's mission 1S 10 take unskilled young adults and provide skiil training and
sducational benefits to removes barriers to higher paying jobs that allow them
to be tinanciaily ndependent. :

18)



" IRON COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
_ Hurley, Wisconsin 54534

Budget Testimony

Re:  Forestry

We oppose any reduction in DNR foresters, and strongly support increasing the
number of DNR Foresters.

Reasoning: Iron County has a tremendous amount of County Forest Land that generates
much needed revenues to assist with property tax relief and support of services in Iron
County. In addition the State of Wisconsin receives revenues from the timber sales in the
Iron County Forest. Iron County needs the assistance of DNR Foresters to prepare these

timber sales for harvesting.



IRON COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Hurley, Wisconsin 543534

Budget Testimony
Re:  Snowmobile Budget
We support the following snowmobile budget changes:

Increasing the Registration Fees as follows:
Resident from $20 to $30 (2 years)
Non-Resident from $13 to $18 (1 year)

Increasing Trail Aids

2000 Base Funding $6,473,200

Proposed FY 01-02  $8,213,800 (Increase of $1,740,600)
Proposed FY 02-03 $8,522,300 (Increase of $1,740,600)

Source: Higher Registration fees and re-estimated fuel usage figures.

Increasing Snowmobile County Law Enforcement Grants

Current Funding $200,000

Proposed FY 01-02 & 02-03 $500,000 (increase of $300,00 annually)

Source: $100,000 from Tribal Gaming Revenues; $200,000 Seg. Snowmobile Account

State Snowmobile Education and Enforcement
Provision converts three warden positions from General Purpose Revenue funding to the

Snowmobile Account.
Cost to Snowmobile Account: $155,700 Annually

State Snowmobile Enforcement Administration Aid and Training
Proposed Funding FY 01-02  $108,900

Proposed Funding FY 02-03  § 91,800

Source: Seg. Snowmobile Account



IRON COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
_ Hurley, Wisconsin 54534

Budget Testimony _ _
Re: New Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Restrictions Recommended by the Governor’s Working

Group

Development corporations and organizations have been very active over the past 34 years
in promoting economic growth and development in Iron County. The City of Hurley and the
Iron County Resource Development Association (ICRDA) is in the process of constructing
approximately $1.4 million in sanitary sewer, water, and roadway improvements in the Hurley
Industrial Park. Upon its completion, this project will provide an additional 35 acres for
industrial development. Funding for this project was made possible through the development of
an Industrial TIF District. If it were not for this economic development financing tool, it is
doubtful that this project would have occurred.

In addition, ICRDA has future plans for the development of approximately 270 acres on
the north side of STH 77 in the City of Hurley. It is anticipated that this development will also
utilize TIF as a financing tool.

The use of Industrial TIF Districts in the City of Hurley has been very successful in the
development of economic growth over the years and is anticipated to play a major role in futare
development as well. That is why Iron County feels compelled to send you this correspondence
stating our objections.

In reviewing the new TIF restrictions that were recommended by the “Governor’s
Working Group on TIF” on August 24, 2000, we would like to identify three specific
recommendations that would severely inhibit industrial development initiatives in many
communities in Wisconsin, including the City of Hurley. The three recommendations that
should be eliminated are as follows:

1. No Industrial TIF could be created on any land outside the municipality’s boundaries unless
either the area proposed to be included is either in an area covered by a border agreement
with the adjacent Town or unless 3 years had passed since the annexation of the land.

3 Industrial TID’s must demonstrate that they will pay off in 15 years instead of the 23 year
period now allowed under the law.

3. Industrial TID’s will no longer be allowed to include any residential property in thetr
increment and will also not be allowed to include any value for property in which more than
10% of the increment is devoted to retail operations.

It is the opinion of Iron County that these three recommendations would serve to severely
hamper efforts of non-metro communities to promote and attract industrial development.
Therefore, it is respectfully requested that when this matter is on the floor for action that you
consider the impadct that these recommendations will have on industrial development in non-
metro communities in Wisconsin and that you vote to eliminate these three recommendations
before the new restrictions are made into laws.

Your time and support regarding this matter is greatly appreciated.



JRON COUNTY"

'BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Hurley, Wisconsin 54534

Budget Testimony

Re:  Technology Zones

We strongly support the legislation creating Technology Zones in the State of Wisconsin,

with the following amendments:

1. Through an application process (insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 23), the
department shall designate as technology zones.....

2. 50% of the Zones designated each year shall be awarded to areas demonstrating
economic distress (insert Section 37 13. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 25).

3. Preference for zone designation shall be given for collaborative efforts. (insert Section
3713. 560.96(2)(a) p. 1610, line 25).

4. However, additional credits shall be available for multi-county collaborative efforts.
(insert Section 3713. 560.96(2)(b) p.1611, line 5).

5. If the tax credit exceeds the tax liability, businesses located in Technology Zones
designated as destressed, shall be refunded the amount of the credit exceeding the
liability (inserted in all sections titled Technology Zones Credit).

Further, as part of the Superior Days Economic Development Initiative, we support a
collaborative multi-county Technology Zone designation for Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett,
Douglas, Iron and Washburn Counties.

Reasoning!
As was recently pointed out in Bridge to the New Economy, prepared by the Chequamegon

Group, there is a demand for locations which can meet the needs of business in the new
economy. New technology allows the development of knowledge based businesses in any rural
Jocation with the necessary broad band telecommunications infrastructure. Since these new
technology businesses trade in information, they do not require traditional heavy infrastructure
usually concentrated in urban areas; and they are easy on the environment. The six northern
counties of Wisconsin near Lake Superior have an extremely high quality of life that includes
exceptional outdoor recreational opportunities, a low cost of living, vibrant local cultural arts,
and fresh, clean air and water. These elements, along with the available infrastructure that
supports technology businesses, would enable the area to attract and keep knowledge based

entrepreneurs and workers.
Northwest Wisconsin, as well as other predominantly rural regions of the state, have not shared

in the tremendous economic growth enjoyed in other portions of the state during the past decade.
Location, critical mass of infrastructure, proximity to markets, educational centers, and the

gy



IRON COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Hurley, Wisconsin 54534

-

These northern counties of Wisconsin have persistently had among the highest unemployment
cates in the state and region, the lowest per-capita incomes, and underemployment of over 30%
of the workforce. Employment in manufacturing as a percentage of the local economy is much
less than in metropolitan areas in both Wisconsin and Minnesota. The northern counties also lag
behind other regions of the state in the formation of new small business and expansions of local

manufacturing.

For example, the communities located along the Interstate Highway 94 corridor from Hudson to
Eau Claire struggle to keep pace with the demands of natural economic growth resulting from
commerce flowing between Chicago and the Twin Cities. Meanwhile, northwestern Wisconsin
communities struggle to finance basic community infrastructure due to inadequate tax base and
the low level of economic activity.

To add to the regional economic disparity, areas of the state experiencing high levels of
economic growth generate the most demand and receive substantially higher levels of economic
development support from the state. Much of this assistance both revolves into future deals and
helps to grow local tax bases, thereby stimulating additional growth.

Conversely, rural or isolated communities in the six northern counties lose out on this financial
capacity building due to fewer deals.

The challenge is to turn around long standing economic trends in northwestern Wisconsin and
create a vibrant, growing economy that creates high skill-high wage jobs, new businesses and a
growing tax base. This can be accomplished with a state initiative 1o ensure that the new high
technology railroad does not miss northwestern Wisconsin.

(2]
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"WCC not a

- program to

“cut back on

In his ongoing effort to trim the state bud-

B get, Gov. Scott McCallum is proposing .

reducing the Wisconsin Conservation

‘Corps by $1.4 million, resulting in reducing ..

the number of work crews in the state from
55 to 45. He is also proposing eliminating
the volunteer board that oversees the

agerncy. -

While the state would see an extra million
“stay in its coffers — this is an example of a
cut that could cost in the long run. :

‘WCC crew members, ages 18 to 25, ear

$5.50 an hour working on projects that ben-

efit communities — local-
WCC benefits ly, crews have repaired

young people ihe Jocal animal shelter,

and the built a board walk at the.

communnities - Great Lakes Visitors Cen-
in which they ter, maintained trails in
are wgrking the Apostle Islands

National - Lakeshore,

helped build the Bayfield
Pavilion and worked on campgrounds in the
Chequamegon National Forest. They've
built shelters in town parks, worked for
counties and list goes on and on.

Sponsoring agencies pay for materizals, the
corps pays the wages and valuable projecis
become reality.

Bayfield Mayor Larry MacDonald said “his
heart sank” when he learned of potential
cuts in the program. And not just because of
the good work the crews do, but because of
the great things WCC-does for young adults.

Bayfield County Tourism Director Pat
Thornton echoes MacDonald’s thoughts. She
points to the young man who was on proba-
tion when he joined a Bayfield County WCC
crew and is now completing his training to
become a law enforcement oifficer. Or the
young man whose experience building WCC
projects inspired him to become an engineer.

County are wpassing resolutions
encouraging the state to keep WCC
intact and maintain current funding levels.

Because in the end, WCC is about educa-
tion. :

Thirty percent of the young adults enter-
ing the WCC still need a high school diploma
— most of them have it by the time they're
done, as well as a $2,800 WCC tuition
voucher and a $4,735 Americorps tuition
voucher to further their education. WCC "
also reaches at-risk high school seniors who
may simply have given up without the direc-
tion provided in the program.

While those arguing for the cuts say the
job market is tight in Wisconsin and these
young people could find jobs elsewhere, that
is not as true in the north, where unskilled
and uneducated workers are not likely to
find work.

Thornton said she “can’t believe someone
would take away a program this valuable to
the north.”

And valuable to all of Wisconsin, as the
state ends up with workers who have
learned job skills and earned tuition vouch-
ers enabling them to continue and advance
in the workforce by getting further educa-
tion.

Those workers fuel the economy.

This is another case where money saved
now. will only cost later,

Boi;h the city of Bayfield and Bayfield

Tv support maintaining funds for the Wisconsin
Conservation Corps, call the Legislative kotline at 1-
800-362-9472, or contact your legislators directly:

Sen, Bob Jauch, (800) 469-6562; Rm. 303, 100 N.
Hamilton St., P.O. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707
7882; e-mail: Sen.Jauch.@legis.state.wi.us

Rep. Gary Sherman, (888) 534-0074; 323 West,
State Cepitol, P.O. Box 8953, Madison, 53708; e-mcil
Rep.Sherman@legis.state.wi.us




~ \NCC Resolutiop

WHEREAS,  Bayfield County has sponsored twelve consecutive Wisconsin Conservation Corps [WCC] Crews that have
performed meaningful projects which have enhanced and or protected the nalural resources of Bayfield County;
and '

WHEREAS,  through meaningful work experiences and daily training, the Wisconsin Conservation Corps has helped young
‘ adults develop job training skills including computer readiness, discipline, and an appreciation and better
understanding of the world they are part of; and :

WHEREAS,  crew members are afforded the opportunity to further their education with tuition vouchers offered by the WCC
[$2,800 tuition voucher] and the Americomps [$4,735 tuition voucher]; and

WHEREAS,  because of the Wisconsin Conservation Corps training program, many members have completed GED high
school equivalency test, gone on fo further scheoling and have become producgive members of our society;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors supports the
continuation of the present program levels with 55 crews statewide;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the agency remain a separate agency under the direction of an
Executive Director to effectively administer the program under the
WCC guidefines.

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that sufficient funds are placed in the budget to continue the Wisconsin
Conservation Corps at its present degree.

TOURISM & RECREATION CO%I EE
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Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation
2000 Accomplishments

The Ice Age Trail is one of only eight National Scenic Trails in the country and is also
Wisconsin’s only officially designated State Scenic Trail. Despite it’s state and federal
status it is a project implemented largely by volunteers. In 2000 alone, over 4,882
volunteers provided an “in kind” match of 60,323 hours spent in support of the trail.
The Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation is the only non-profit organization representing
the thousands of volunteers who work to build, maintain and acquire a permanent
corridor for the [ce Age Trail. '

In 1999 the State Legislature included a $§75,000 annual grant in the state budget to be
matched with $25,000 of private funds for the purpose of establishing, maintaining and
promoting the Ice Age National and State Scenic Trail. The Ice Age Park and Trail
Foundation was delighted to be the recipient of that grant.

The state grant has allowed the Foundation to:

i 2 Support the work of volunteers who develop, maintain and promote the Ice
Age Trail. ' '

Build partnerships for the Ice Age Trail area with local governmental units
and nonprofit organizations.

Promote the protection of a corridor for the Ice Age Trail by providing -
information about acquiring land, or an interest in land in the corridor.
Strengthen community support for the Ice Age Trail area by recruiting and
training volunteers and by coordinating the activities of interest groups.
Promote tourism in the Ice Age Trail area.

L 2

The following highlights our accomplishments in these areas.

Support the work of volunteers who develop, maintain and
promote the Ice Age Trail.

In 2000, 4,882 volunteers provided 60,323 hours of service to the Ice Age Trail. These
volunteers are responsible for construction of new trail, maintenance of existing trail —
including on most state and federal lands — and organizing local promotional events.
Volunteers also play a key role in securing additional private landowner agreements and
in sustaining existing landowner relationships.

v Our volunteers have made repeated requests over the years for a locally based
field person to assist and support their work. In 2000, we were finally able to
deliver by establishing two field offices. The eastern field office is based in West
Bend and supports volunteers in Door, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Fond
du Lac, Washington and Waukesha counties. The north central field office, based



in Wautoma, serves volunteers in Columbia, Marquette, Waushara, Portage,
Waupaca, Marathon, Langlade and Lincoln counties. Each office is staffed with
one field coordinator Who-:

- Supports the chapters in trail maintenance and deveiopment by providing
technical assistance; securing grant funds for tools, equipment and
materials; seeking permits for bridges and trailheads; and orgamzing
training for volunteers.

- Assists chapters with landowner contacts and relations, and assists with
land protection efforts.

- Assists chapters with IAPTF land management, including development of
management plans, restoration of pre-settlement vegetation and invasive
species control.

-> Facilitates close working relationships between IAPTF, DNR, NPS and
local units of government and other non-profits.

-» Works closely with NPS, DNR and contractors on completion of the
Corridor Planning Process and on other partner initiatives such as end to
end marking of the trail.

Build partnerships for the Ice Age Trail area with local units of
government and nonprofit organizations.

The protection, development and management of the Ice Age Trail is dependent on
partnerships. The following new partnerships were established in 2000:

v Families First — Manitowoc County Chapter volunteers and IAPTF Eastern Field
Coordinator Kevin Thusius are working with this organization on trail projects for
kids and their parents.

v Mishicot Main Street Program — [APTF and National Park Service staff are
participating in the development of a downtown revitalization plan for Mishicot
that features the Ice Age Trail.

v City of Sturgeon Bay — IAPTF staff, in conjunction with Door / Kewaunee
Chapter volunteers, is coordinating efforts to sign the Ice Age Trail route through
downtown Sturgeon Bay. City officials are enthusiastic about this project and
hope to certify their segment as Ice Age National Scenic Trail in 2001.

v Door County Historical Society — [APTF is partnering with the society to place
a historical marker at the eastern terminus of the trail in Potawatomi State Park.

v Wisconsin Arts Board — IAPTF and the arts board jointly applied and have
received a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts to provide training to
[APTF volunteers on documentation of cultural history along the trail. We're also
working with the arts board on cataloging and interpreting barns along the trail.

v Wisconsin Family Forests — This brand new group in Waushara County has
incorporated into its mission the goal of establishing and protecting Ice Age Trail,
while protecting and properly managing private forest lands.

2]



Mid-Kettle Moraine Partnership Group — From the Kettle Moraine Task
Force came the partnership group. Chaired by Betty Jo Nelson and Paul Hayes,
and composed of Waukesha and Washington county local government
representatives, DNR staff, and directors of local land trusts including IAPTF, the
group meets regularly to discuss land acquisition priorities and the best partners
for the job.

Ozaukee-Washington County Land Trust — In addition to sharing office space
with our Eastern Field Coordinator, the land trust has helped set up a landowner
registry program for Washington County. IAPTF and the land trust are presently

discussing land protection partnership opportunities.
Portage Canal Society — In 2000, the Heritage Trail Chapter of northern
Columbia County partnered with the canal society to upgrade an existing section
of Ice Age Trail in the City of Portage. Together, they surfaced the trail with
limestone to allow wheelchair access, they constructed a major traithead with
parking and picnic facilities off Hwy 33, and they widened and leveled the
underpass under Hwy 33 to make it more user-friendly.
Portage Area Trails and Heritage System — [APTF is an active member of this
group, whose goal is to create a system of trails in Portage using the Ice Age Trail
as the backbone. )
Town of West Point, Town of Lodi and City of Lodi — these three local
government partners have been instrumental in the expansion of the trail between
the Lodi Marsh State Wildlife Area and the Merrimac Ferry. Officials from the
- towns and the city actively participated in the recently completed IAT corridor
planning process, and have personally made landowner contacts on behalf of the
trail. '
Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley — this citizens organization has taken the
development of the IAT on as their major focus. They build and maintain trail in
the Lodi Valley, and have secured several new landowner agreements. In
addition, they also promote the trail by operating an IAT visitor center out of a
historic building that was donated to IAPTF located on Main Street in Lodi.
Village of Hartland, Hartland Women’s Club, Hartland Arrowhead High
School, Kettle Moraine High School - this partnership has been critical to the
Ice Age Trail in Hartland. In 2000, IAPTF opened the Hartland Ice Age Wetland
Preserve, a 2 mile segment of the Ice Age Trail plus 3 miles of loop trails in
Waukesha County. Adjacent to parkiand owed by the Village of Hartland, this
urban open space protection project provides a valuable classroom for local
school groups who have been busy removing honeysuckle, buckthom and purple
loosestrife. Thanks to students and teachers from Hartland Arrowhead High
School and Kettle Moraine High School, restored prairie, oak savanna and
wetland ecosystems are the healthiest anyone has seen here in over a generation.
The Preserve also features interpretive overlooks named for Aldo Leopold and
John Muir. The trail to the top of the Leopold Overlock, as well as the benches at
the top, was constructed as part of an Eagle Scout project. A quarter mile of
handicapped accessible trail has also been constructed. For more information see
attached article from the Fail 2000 edition of IAPTEs quarterly newsletter,
Mammoth Tales. '



v

Waushara County Parks — Waushara County Parks Director has been actively
involved in the corridor planning process for the Ice Age Trail in Waushara
County.

Promote the protection of a corridor for the Ice Age Trail by providing

information about acquiring land, or an interest in land in the corridor.

v

Assisted DNR real estate staff with set up of an acquisition program for the
Ice Age Trail as a State Scenic Trail project: The state received $2 million
dollars in Land and Water Conservation money in 2000 from the National Park
Service for Ice Age Trail land acquisition to be matched with state funds.

[ aunching this program required determining the partnership’s (DNR, IAPTF and
NPS) land acquisition priorities, hosting multiple meetings between DNR central
office, regional land acquisition staff and IAPTF local volunteers. These
meetings were held to discuss how we might work together to make the best use
of the strong relationships TAPTF volunteers have with local landowners, and to
coordinate the landowner contact process. :

Designed IAPTF Landowner Registry Program: Private landowners playa .
critical role in the success of the Ice Age Trail. Of the over 500 mile of trail open
to the public, 115 miles exist through the generosity of private landowners who
allow the IAT to be constructed across their property. The registry program is an
official listing of private landowner partners along the Ice Age Trail. It is entirely
voluntary — only willing landowners participate. Land registration is a non-
binding, non-regulatory informal agreement that can be canceled at any time. The
tandowner agrees to allow the Ice Age Trail on their property and to inform
TAPTF of planned land use changes that might affect the Trail, or plans to sell the
property. The program builds and maintains good will through consistent
message and regular communication. In addition, the Chapter’s work “lives on”
through personnel changes and learning curves and adds a greater likelibood of
protection. We initiated the program in 2000, and provide training to chapter

" volunteers on its implementation. We expect that the program will be fully

functioning by the end of 2001.
IAPTF also completed several key acquisitions for the trail last year:

Acquired the 77-acre Martin Ellefsen easement for the Ice Age Trail in Marathon
County. This easement also permanently protects 1/2 mile of frontage on both
sides of the scenic Eau Claire River.

Acquired the 1-acre Hans Ellefsen easement for the Trail in Marathon County,
ensuring that a 3-mile, permanently protected route exists for the Trail into the
heart of Eau Claire Deils County Park.

Acquired the 110-acre Riverland Conservancy / Alliant Utility easement in Sauk
County. With the completion of this easement, the Ice Age Trail now has a
permanently protected route for its first 3 ¥2 miles southward from Devils Lake

State Park.



_ Partnered with Dane County Parks Department to acqmre the 78. 5 acre Liebetrau
property for the Ice Age Trail.. The property prov1des outstanding views to both -
Blue Mounds: and the Baraboo Range. - IAPTF applied for and received the
'Stewardshlp grant, cIosed on the property, and deeded it to Dane County for
management DR : .

Strenothen commumty support for the Ice Age Trazl area by
recruiting and training volunteers and by coordmatmb
the activities of interest groups“

Spring Annual \/Ieetmg and Volunteer Trammg ‘Tn April, 2000, over 75 lce
Age Trail volunteers assembled at the Central Wisconsin Enwronmentai Station
for a weekend long conference hosted by IAPTF. Workshops were held on the
design'and implementation of an Ice Age Trail landowner registry program, Trail
signage standards and techniques, and on holding successful Trail promotion
events. Volunteers were also treated to a guided hike on the New Hope Segment
of the IAT and to field trips to historic homes along the IAT and to the
Farmington Drumlins.

Ice Age Rendezvous: Over 50 Ice Age Trail volunteers from around the state
gathered together last October at the Merrill School Forest for a weekend of fun
and friendship organized by IAPTF field coordinator Jean Potter. Volunteers
participated in workshops on chainsaw safety, trail photography, and local
archeology. The weekend also featured hikes on the Grandfather Falls Segment
along the Wisconsin River and on the future route of the Ice Age Trail through the
Great Addition. One of the highlights of the weekend was late night wolf

* howling in the New Wood Wildlife Area, inspired by a presentation on wolves by
a DNR naturalist. This weekend long gathering proved to be such so beneficial
for building camaraderie between IAPTT chapters that plans for this year’s event
are already in the works.

Promote tourism in the Ice Age Trail area.

Inn to Inn Hike: For the first time m 2000, ITAPTF organized a hike that
demonstrated a way to enjoy a multiple day experience on the Ice Age Trail when
camping is either not an option or a choice. Our goal was to walk from the
northern tip of the South Kettle Moraine State Forest to the southern end of the
North Kertle Moraine State Forest, a distance of roughly 75 miles by trail and
connecting roads. Participants carried light packs, walked between 7 and 14 miles
each day, stayed at small inns close to the trail and ate well at slow-food
restaurants. Our official mission was three-fold: to raise the awareness of the [ce
Age Trail in the Mid Kettle Moraine: to highlight the need for protecting
Wisconsin’s most unique and endangered landscape; and to demonstrate that a
walking trail could be an economic benefit to local communities. The hike was a

huge success.



National Trails Day Events: Every year on the first Saturday in June, IAPTF
volunteers celebrate Trails by hosting a variety of events. This year, the
Waukesha and Washington County Chapters hosted an event called “Meet Me in
Monches”. Participants chose either the Monches Segment in Waukesha County
or the Loew Lake Segment in Washington County, and then walked toward one
another to Monches at the County Line. Several hundred people participated and
the event was highly publicized by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinal.

Chapter Events: each of IAPTF’s 21 chapters hosts regular hikes, work parties,
field trips guided by glacial geologists, family scavenger hunts, and other special
events such as the Waushara County Chapter’s candlelight ski and snowshoe
event which draws over 100 people every year. Chapters also host the annual
Parade of Color Fall Hikes, held on Saturdays in fall starting mid-September and
running through mid-October. Some chapters also hold Winter Trails Day events,
with snowshoe demonstrations and rentals by local outfitters. These events are
publicized in Mammoth Tales, on line at the IAPTF website and in local

newspapers.

Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation
-~ _Goals for 2001

Additional Volunteer Support: Already this year we’ve opened two more field
offices, one in the south central region (Walworth, Jefferson, Rock, Green, Dane,
Sauk southern Columbia, Juneau and Adams counties) and one in the
northwestern region (Taylor, Price, Chippewa, Rusk, Barron, Burnett, Washburn
and Polk counties). Complete coverage of all volunteer chapters has been
achieved. :

Volunteer Training and Networking: [n April we will hold a two day
conference for volunteers from around the state on designing trails for
handicapped accessibility, constructing trails and trail facilities using barrier-free
construction techniques, and on implementation of the newly completed Ice Age
Trail Standards Handbook. A presentation will also be made by the American
Hiking Saciety on the status of ADA trail standards.

This September, in conjunction with the National Park Service and the Student
Conservation Service, we plan to host a weeklong traiming for velunteers on
advanced trail construction techniques and on crew leadership. Representatives
from the Appalachian Trail Conference will be brought in to share their expertise.

Step up IAT Land Acquisition: Working with DNR real estate staff, IAPTF
hopes to increase the rate at which we’re protecting parcels for the Trail. It is our
mutual goal to have at least 15 parcels in process at all times.

Partnership with the Bed and Breakfast Association: We believe the
Wisconsin Bed and Breakfast Association could be a perfect Trail partner, based



on their appeal to a demographic that is adventurous, likes to travel and is ready
for new experiences. The success of the 2000 Mid-Kettle Moraine Inn to Inn hike
sponsored by IAPTF on the Ice Age Trail last year speaks to the popularity of the

- experiences that could be developed for guests. We have submitted a proposal to
the WBBA outlining the mutual benefits of a partnership between our
organizations.

Inn to Inn Hikes: This year we are planning to host at least one other Inn to Inn
hike on the Ice Age Trail, this time between the Lodi Marsh State Wildlife Area
and Baraboo. We’re also looking for B&Bs that would like to participate in this
kind of event on the Indianhead area segments of the Ice Age Trail.

Completion of New IAPTF Web Page: We were the fortunate recipients of a
major grant from the Bob and Dee Leggett Foundation in 2000 to design a state of
the art Web page. The new page will include information on volunteer
opportunities, trail conditions, online membership and merchandise, trail maps,
and JAPTF mission and history. Look for the new site mid-2001.

T



Ice Age Trail Volunteer Support Grant
2000

2000 Income & Expense

Grant 75,000.00
* Wages (48,204.55)
* Benefits (6,210.52)
* Travel (3,155.81)
* Conferences & Training (824.50)
* Dues & Membership - {13.98)
= Equipment (4,915.26)
= Postage (776.00)
* Printing . (914.37)
= Supplies (1,756.83)
~ Rent (3,122.00)
= Telephone . (2,538.77)

interest 1,687.57

Total Carryover 4,264.88

* For Field Coordinators
** For Operation of Field Offices
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Restoring an Oak Savanna
Thanks to a Little Help From Our Teens

by Marlin Johnson

Stem by stem buckthorn and
honeysuckle are cut to the ground to make
way for prairie wildflowers, grasses and
oak trees. More than 70 enthusiastic
volunteers are raking the first step in
restoring an oak savanna cOMImunicy on &

Kettle Moraine High School students with Cathy Chybowski.

1.4 acre island in the Harrland [ee Age
Werland in Waukesha County. The island
is in a 185 acre marsh along the

Bark River owned by the [APTF and the
Viliage of Harrland.

The mamrmoth share of the 400
volunteer hours put inro the project so far
comes from students arrending
Arrowhead High School in Hartland and
Kettle Moraine High School in Wales.
Volunteers also came from the local lce
Age Chapter and from the Village of
Hardand. [t was more than pure luck ©

get 53 young, heaithy, enthusiastic
teenagers to give up an afternoon for a
coupte of weekends o cut and pile brush. -
Exrra curricular activities like chis do not
just happen; it takes charismaric leaders to
rally the troops. Teachers, John Rhude
(Arrowhead,
Biclogy) and Cathy
Chybowski and
Karen DeBoer
(Kettle Moraine,
Environmental
Science and
Biology) are the
super herces in this
endeavor,

Cathy and
Karen's group of
Advance Placement
Environmentai
Science and Biology
students are old
hands at this type
of activity, For
, several years they
have been curting brush, building
bluebird houses, pulling varlic mustard
and planting and gachering prairie seed at
Lapham Peak Srate Park and the Nature
Conservancy's land around Lulu Lake.

John's crew of Advance Placement
Biology students are just beginning to
become active in ourdoor projects. Since
Arrowhead High School is only one and a
half miles from the marsh he expects ro
do many more activities there. To him the
marsh is 2 major new resource for the
school. Science courses anticipate using

the property as an outdoor classroom for
laborarory exercises, tours, research
projects and long-term studies. Students
have aiready conscructed and positioned
bluebird and wood duck houses, raised
and released hundreds of beetles used as a
biclogical controt for purple loosestrife (a
wetland weed), conducted a frog survey
and plugged 2 drainage diwcch.

Whar a pleasure it was to stand back
and see the groups work — one person cut
the stems, while six or more people
hauled and piled trunks and branches.
Beavers could not have been more
efficient! In a matter of hours what was a
solid dark wall of buckthorn and
horneysuckle became a sunny opening.

One could acrually see the marsh from

the middle of the island! It was a sight not
seen for the past 30 years. (The oldest
buckthorn was aged ar 35 vears and
probably germinated about the time
grazing ceased on the island.) The large
sprawling bur and white oak trees stood
stark in che open landscape just as their
parents had in the oak savanna of -
preserrlement days. A few savanna .
wildflowers somehow survived a hundred
vears of grazing and thirty years of brush
competition. This spring, several hundred
shooting stars seemed to come out of
nowhere. They apparently have been lying
in wait for the sunshine thac finally came.
As che summer progresses we hope to see
more native plants appear. Flower by
flower the oak savanna SHALL
return...thanks to a lictle help from our
teens! g‘\ﬂ



RESOLUTION REQUESTING A CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTH FORK OF THE
HAY RIVER NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION REDUCTION PROGRAM

RESOLUTION NO. #+ (22 62)
ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN

rce Water Pollution Abatement Program was

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Nonpoint Sou
in Wisconsin’s lakes,

created in 1978 to address extensive water quality threats and problems
streams, and groundwater; and

WHEREAS, the Nonpoint Source Program operates on a project basis where the project

area is a watershed; and

ources designated the South Fork of the Hay

WHEREAS, the Department of Natural Res
he traditional 10 to 12 year project, and

River as a special four-year pilot project rather than t
WHEREAS, the South Fork of the Hay River watershed project has demonstrated its

feasibility by exceeding its participation goals, and

ttee endorses a continuation of the

WHEREAS, the project’s Citizen Advisory Commi
pilot project for an additional four years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Croix County Board of
Supervisors requests continuation of state funding for an additional four years for the South Fork

of the Hay River Non-Point Source Pollution Reduction Program.
) n &Q 2 o %3 o
Dated this /a2 day of Qeteber, 2000.

Offered by: LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Affirmative

A'\'W(\bgL\ ,
Q/%J;EMA//W

ATTEST S v & (M Ja

Sue E. Nelson
County Clerk

ADOPTED ON: /2. /2- ¢

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CQUNTY OF ST. CROIX
I, Sue E, Nelson, 51 Crolx

County Clerk, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that

the roregoing is a true and cerrect copy af
Forarhctined L of (o]

adopted by the County Roard af Supervisars
3t their meeting held _L%&__tﬁ- (2, =300
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March 24, 2001

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

We own land on both sides of the South Fork, Hay River.

Since the Watershed project went into effect 1 have noticed positive changes for the river.

With the help of the Menomonie Ag Services, we have made a difference in the river. But there are still many
more things that need to be addressed.

Also, the tax relief helps out since we don’t have to farm that extra inch next to the river. Plus, the extra
knowledge about nutrient management plan helps to make sure we are not putting on too much fertilizer for what
we are growing. So let’s continue the Watershed program. Because working hard to get our water clean and
keeping it that way will help all of us.

Thank you.

(¥4 H

The Lakes

Jeff, Kelley,April , Jake




March 26, 2001
Re: Budget proposals and concerns....(Open Forum, Superior Wisconsin)

The current situation regarding budget cuts goes far beyond the top shelf of
the needs for Wisconsin citizens. My concern is for the Friends of the State
Parks, particularly Amnicon Falls State Park and Pattison State Park.

These Parks are the crown jewels of Wisconsin and the Friends of the
Amnicon Falls and Pattison State Parks have worked very hard to assist the
Rangers and personnel in the Parks with activities for the visitors, tourists
and local residents. Improvements for user friendly Parks is an advantage.
The Parks are some of the finest Natural exhibits in the Nation and we are
proud fo be part of maintaining and volunteering to keep control and expand
the activities of the Park Personnel.

We appreciate the support of the administration in supporting these efforts
in the past. The year 2000 celebrated the centennial of the State Parks.
Many organizations such as the Rural Electric Cooperatives sponsored
these events as they know how important tourism and entertainment and
education is to the general public that has the opportunity to listen, learn
and enjoy the fundamental geology, biology and natural beauty. The State
Parks Group has been instrumental in offering assistance and leadership to
the expert management at the State Parks.

Ideas, hard work and perseverance has established, improved and looked to
Juture generations continuation of this process. Please continue your
support for the State Friends Group for ongoing education and assistance to
our State Parks.

Sincerely
Janet Dalbec, Secretary (Amnicon Falls and Pattison State Parks Friends)
4277 E. County Road B, Superior WI 54880 715-399-8551




SOUTH FORK HAY RIVER PRIORITY WATERSHED

Ag Center, Suite C » 390 Rd Cedar Street * Menmonie, Wi 54751 » (715) 232-5983
in cooperation with the

Dunn, St. Croix, Barron & Polk County Land Conservation Departments

MEMORANDUM

March 27, 2001

To:  Joint Committee on Finance
From: Mike Kinney, Project Manager, South Fork Hay River Priority Watershed
Subj: CONTINUATION OF PROJECT

The South Fork Hay River Priority Watershed was authorized to be a pilot project as
noted under section 281.65(11) of the 1997-98 Wisconsin State Statutes through an
amendment to the 1997-99 budget bill by the Joint Committee on Finance. This action
by the Committee at that time allowed the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) for this
project to proceed with their Pollution Reduction Incentive Program using existing
watershed funding.

The initial request to the legislature was for eight years (typical watershed projects have a
minimum life span of 10 years). The final result, however, was a four-year “pilot”
project, which would allow the DNR and local conservation staff the opportunity to
evaluate the project.

Tn short, the project has achieved twice the level of farmer participation for one-third the
cost in just one-third the time. Before planting season of this year, 106 farmers
comprising almost 50% of the available cropland in the watershed will have completed
their first nutrient management plans through the watershed project. Over 90% of them
have updated or developed new conservation plans to meet program guidelines. This
includes 16 farmers who have adopted or increased reduced tillage or no-till practices.

Of the 12 barnyards that had previously qualified as critical sites, 9 have already been
resolved with 2 more on track to be completed this spring. These and other barnyard
runoff reductions already made will result in a 50% reduction of the TOTAL phosphorus
load from barnyard sources. This 50% reduction represents 100% of the watershed’s
goal for an eight-year period. Most importantly, by using low-cost practices, the total
cost for these reductions will be less than $25,000 in incentive payments — less than the
cost of 1 typical concrete barnyard project.

Due to the agencies’ fiscal constraints, the implementation petiod for this project was
actually delayed until July 1, 1998. Yet, in only three years, the incentive program has
achieved these results.



SOUTH FORK HAY RIVER PRIORITY WATERSHED

Ag Center, Suite C * 390 Rd Cedar Street * Menmonie, W1 54751  (715) 232-5983
In cooperation with the

Dunn, St. Croix, Barron & Polk County Land Conservatlon Departments

FACT SHEET SUMMARY
SOUTH FORK HAY RIVER PRIORITY WATERSHED

Cropland constitutes about 48% of the landscape (57,000 acres out of a total of
117,700 acres) '

Over 7,500 acres of cropland are in CRP and ineligible for incentive payments.
Cropland contributes 85% of sediment load and 92% of phosphorus load — thus the
heavy focus on nutrient management and soil conservation in this project.
Barnyards contribute only 6% of phosphorus load in SFH (yet, on a statewide basis,
more NPS dollars are spent on barnyard projects than all cropland practices
combined).

Very active Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) - they have met over 30 times since
January 1995.

CAC and other landowners wanted a voluntary program.

106 farmers have or are in progress of completing nutrient management plans for a
total of just over 24,000 acres.

96 farmers are currently in the program and comprise just over 21,500 acres (of the
other 10, 6 have quit farming, 2 did not sign up a second time, 1 has died, and 1
became ineligible due to soil loss issues).

12 out of 194 barnyards were inventoried above 150# of annual phosphorus runoff —
these would have been designated as critical sites.

50% of the total phosphorus runoff from barnyards is expected to be achieved by June
30, 2001 (this would equal 100% of the reduction objective for barnyard runoff).
Projected TOTAL cost for all barnyard runoff reduction achieved - $25,000.

Total projected cost for all staff, information and education, incentive payments, and
cost-sharing practices over 8 years is expected to be approximately $2.5 million.
Total project cost using the traditional watershed approach was $6.5 million for the
same period.

Almost 100% of incentive dollars go into the hands of the farmers rather than
contractors and crop consultants. These dollars provide property tax relief to farmers
who achieve nutrient management and soil conservation goals.

Wisconsin currently has a property tax incentive program to encourage good
stewardship - it’s called Managed Forest Law.



Presentation before the: Wisconsin Legislature’s Joint Finance Public Hearing
Superior WI March 27, 2001

By: Willard Kiefer
7784 S County Rd S
Lake Nebagamon, W1 54849
Douglas County
1 am a member of the Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association, a retired DNR Forester,
and for the past 7 years a part time forestry consultant in Douglas and Bayfield Counties.

I am here to speak on behalf of the following two items in budget process for increased
funding:

1. Private Forestry Initiative.

2. DNR Service Foresters.

1. The Segregated Forestry Fund has had a surplus for years and is able to fully fund the
requested forestry initiatives and not be used to fund other non-forestry initiatives.

T1. 1urge the full funding of the 21 service forester positions requested to assist private
forester landowners who own 9.1 million acres(57%) of Wisconsin forest land.

[1I. Managed Forest Law workload is increasing. Assessed valuation of our forestland has
increased tremendously and has and will result in increased workload for entry into and
the administration of the Managed Forest Law.

IV. Professional and technical forestry assistance urgently needed to properly manage
our timber resource. Please see page 2, a picture of over-aged aspen in our private forests.
Latest data indicates only about 20% of private forest landowners seek appropriate

forestry assistance.

V. A quote from the highlights, page 2: WISCONSIN FOREST STATISTICS, 1966
USDA Forest Service
North Central Forest Experiment Station

+ The future of the forest lies in the hands of Resource Bulletin NC-183

individual private landowners, who own
almost 60 percent of the total area of
timberland in Wisconsin.

VI. My final statement- we have sufficient funds available in the Forestry Fund to support
these increased initiatives for private forest landowners without requiring any increase of -
taxes. To assist in providing sustainable forestry on private land and to insure a
continuing firture supply of quality forest products to our forest products industry, I urge
this Joint Finance Committee to support these forestry initiatives for increased private
forestry assistance.



Typical over age aspen harvested from private land.
Notice the high degree of rot in these pulpwood bolts.
In about ten years these will not be merchantable,

and most aspen trees will be on the ground from
deterioration and/or blown down by wind and the
appropriate management opportunity missed.
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Project Review

Great Lakes Forestry Museum

Rice Lake, Wisconsin
March 27, 2001

Museum to be built on a five and one half acre parcel of fand with 1200 feel of Lake Frontage in
downtown Rice Lake.

The museum’s historic site was the location of the Knapp-Stout pinery in the 1860’s.
The Great Lakes Forestry Museum is a 501(c)(3) corporation.

The Overall Goals of the Great Lakes Forestry Museum :

- Retain the rich history of forestry

- Project a positive image of the forestry industry
- Create an awareness of forest products

- Project career opportunities

- Provide educational opportunities

- Collect, preserve and display artifacts

- Explore environmental agendas

- Provide demonstrations and hands-on activities
- Facilitate forestry research

- Bring visitors to Northwestern Wisconsin

A main focus is to develop a museum that will be the “Crossroads of Education and Entertainment”,

The museum will be a weather resistant major attraction for northwestern Wisconsin that will attract
over 40,000 visitors annually.

Source of funds for the three million dollar project are one third local Barron County community,
one third forest products industry and one third State of Wisconsin.

When in operation, the museum intends to establish the National Lumbering Hall of Fame which will
induct and honor those individual who have had a significant positive impact on the industry.

There are several forestry museums in the region, the Great Lakes Forestry Museum will be unique
because it will be operated year-round and will include present day technology and research as well as
historic exhibits.

Each exhibit will be evaluated for its ability to:

Attract visitors

Enhance the Museum’s public image

Exhibit the Museum’s collection

Teach the public about subjects that concern the Forestry industry

Bring school groups for educational programs -over-

N



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Exhibits will use modern technology with interactive video and many hands-on opportunities.

The Great Lakes Forestry Museum is presently working with a UW Stevens Point graduate student who
has received a State of Wisconsin Forestry grant to write a curriculum for 4th grade students.

The museum intends to be a source of forestry industry educational programs targeted to the
general public.

Revolving outdoor historic and modern equipment exhibits will be augmented with performances
and competitions as well as a Staged Growth Forest Walking tour.

Museum representatives have conferred with the following groups:

- Wisconsin-Michigan Timber Producers Association
- Wisconsin DNR Forestry Division

- Wisconsin Governors Council on Forestry Members
- Wisconsin Paper Council

- Forestry History Society

- Lake States Forestry Alliance

- St. Croix Tribal Public Relations

- Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc.

The Great Lakes Forestry Museum project was presented to all Wisconsin State Legislators as one of the
selected projects for Superior Days XVI on February 28, 2001. As part of that presentation it was
established that the Museum is seeking one million dollars of State support.

Today the forestry and forest products industries employ over 100,000 people and represent over
17% of the total manufacturing jobs in the state. .

The museum will open with three full time staff consisting of Director, Assistant Director and
Program Coordinator that will be augmented with six or seven part time workers.

Professionals retained by the Great Lakes Forestry Museum include:

Patrick Gallagher and Associates - Washington D.C. / Exhibit Design

Mark Davy and Associates - Minneapolis, MN / Fundraising

Northwoods Architectural Associates - Rice Lake / Building Design

Jim Van Matre Tourism & Sports Marketing - Green Bay / Project Manager

B

Jim Stoll, Campaign Co-Chairman
922 Terrace Drive

Rice Lake, WI 54868

Phone: 715-234-9716



5 _ :._'PRESENTATION TO THE JOINT FINANCE CGMMITTEE Jack D Edson

I am Jack Edson and I ama smaII prlvate woodia;nd owner I WISh to speak rega_rdmg g
"'some of the forestry issues i the proposed budget; pamcularly as they relate to private forestry.
*:I speak on behalf of the: Wisconsin Woodland Owners Assomatzon a group cf over 2100 pnvate
' _'owners workmg to be good stewards of their: weadiands Each quarter you receive a copy of our:
- magazine, WOODLAND MANAGEMENT ‘and I am sure that you read each issue thoroughly =
_in your copious free time (‘7) Our goal is to educai"e ourselves and. others regardmg sustainable
; '-forestry, good wildlife habitat development protectlon of good water quality and provision of -

28 Ma’mh 2001 . :': S e v

- the various recreatlonai opportumttes that woodlands afford. T have served a number of 3 years on
~ this Orgamzatwn s Board and as its state President for two years T mentlon the. Iatter not to'try,

to. cernfy some sort of pedlgree but to mdlcate that th;s service has given me the epportumty to
become farnﬂiar with the mterests and concerns of smaﬂ Woodland owners

_ Forests are very zmportant in W}sconsm as you know The wood products mdustry is
reported to_be the second largest manufacturmg sector in this State. What you may notbe .
- familiar with is the fact that 57% of our forested land is owned by, private woodland owners.
Perhaps more unportant from the budget stanidpoint is the fact that: Somethmg like two-thirds of
the State’s timber and other wood products come not from: pubhc or industrial forests, but from
private, non-industrial sector. As the demand for wood products continues to rise and harvesting
from public lands continues to fall, more and more of our wood supphes will inevitably have to
come from these smaller, prmate sources. .

- We smaII owners have the woodlands, the interest and the motivation to manage our
woodlands carefully for both our present and future needs. But we are neither foresters nor
wildlife experts and, thus, we critically need education and assistance.- We depend heavily upon
the forestry, wildlife and other folks from the Department of Natural Resources and they have
been of great help and service to us in many ways, to the extent that they have had the personnel
and time. But between 1985 and 1998, the DNR has lost 65 forestry positions through budget
cuts and reorganization. The service foresters that are available — and some counties have none —
are increasingly inundated with tax law work, much of it paper work, especially now with the
soaring number of Managed Forest Law applications. It has become harder and harder for us to
get even the limited consultation and ghidance that the DNR could formerly provide. After
considerable study, in which some of us were involved, it was determined that at least 21 new
forester positions would be necesssary to begin to cope with this severe shortage. The
Governor’s budget requests but six — this in spite of the fact that the number of small woodland
owners has about doubled since 1960. Additionally, at a time when we are striving to increase
awareness of the serious need to develop and properly manage the State’s woodland resources,
the Governor’s budget allowance for forestry awareness and education is zero dollars — nothing!

What makes this particularly ironic is the fact that the money is available. We have a
state Forestry Account, dertved from the mil tax, whose purpose it is to provide funds to
adequately care for our forest resources. Yet year after year many important forestry initiatives
are not funded or funded in very inadequate ways. At the same time, the Fund is periodically
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raided for purposes other than those intended by law. 1 understand that there presently is a bill to
take $2.3 million from that Fund for a Kickapoo Valley Visitors Center. This is, as far as we can
determine, a clear violation of the intent of the mill tax law. Why can we not use these funds for

the purposes intended where they are very badly needed?

In closing, let me remind you of a key point — woodlands are renewable. We live ina
basically quite greedy and extravagant society. We consume our resources as if there were no
tomorrow. But when oil is gone, it is gone. When iron ore and coal are gone, they are gone.
And so on. If, however, we develop and manage our woodlands properly, we will have plenty of
wood products for today and tomorrow and yet still have woodlands for wilderness, good water
quality, wildlife and recreation. We private woodland owners are more than willing to do our
parts. But we need adequate support and guidance. To this end, we sincerely ask you to rectify
these items in the Governor’s budget and support the DNR’s forestry program and, in turn, the
forests of Wisconsin, private, industrial and public. If we do not take care of them, they too may

be gone. ! :
Thank you very much for your time and attention. 4 x i‘x




’ Presentation fo the Joint Finance Committee
By: Marv Meier, Pres. Elect WWOA
4/4/2001

1 am Marv Meier, 2 semi-retired forester, President-Elect of Wisconsin Woodland Owners
Association (WWOA) and owner of 620 acres of woodlands. About 50 years ago foresters from
the then Conservation Department helped my dad set up our first improvement cuts. T own that
tand now and it shows the value of decades of thoughtful management. I am concerned that
nowadays the DNR foresters just don’t have the time to give the advice and counsel my father
needed just to get started. That is why I strongly support funding the Division of Forestry
request for 21 Private Forestry positions.

1am speaking on behalf of WWOA, an Association of about 2200 individual owners of forest
Jands. WWOA’s primary goal is to educate ourselves and other in sound sustainable forest
management. We do this through our quarterly magazine. WOODLAND MANAGEMENT,
(which each of you receives), land owner conferences, work shops and field days.

Collectively individuals own and manage nearly 60% of Wisconsin’s forested land base.
Ecologically sound care and management (Sustainability) of that 60 per cent of Wisconsin’s
forest lands is extremely important both to the owners and to society. Forest landowners
should be held responsible for how they care for their lands but they should have available to
them professionals to help them get started down the right paths. Following devastation of our
forests Wisconsin became a leader in good forest conservation and has a history of providing the
professionals to help forest landowners get started. Unfortunately this history is on the ropes.
The number of foresters as been decreasing at the same time the need is increasing! The DNR
lost 65 forestry positions between 1985 and 1998. I cite this only to emphasize where we are
starting from. Over the same period the need for foresters has increased. The need has
increased because we have many more individual owners each year. The number of owners has
nearly doubled since 1960. The rise in property taxes has led to large increase in Managed
Forested Law applications. The number of applications went up 40% last year alone.

The Managed Forest Law is an important part of forestry in Wisconsin today. Stiil the value all
Wisconsin citizens receive through the tax law program are not often articulated. The law is
often looked at as a subsidy for forest land owners, That view ignores the values in ‘nonmarket
goods’ these lands provide to the citizens of the state. Many of society’s wants/needs are very
compatible with forest landowners objectives and are in fact provided by small private
woodlands. These lands provide wood products, habitat for game and non-game birds and
animals. Our summer neotropical migrant birds are provided acres and acres of nesting and
feeding habitat. The water that flows from the individually owned small woodlands waters many
a trout stream and provides freshwater habitat for many fish and aquatic species, The scenic
value of the of these lands is important as well. Then there are the threatened and endangered
species. Many forest land owners are personally interested in providing an opportunity for these
species to regain their viability. My point is that managed forests provide value across a broad
spectrum. Foresters are needed to help individuals do what needs to be done.

There is a role and workload for DNR foresters, industrial foresters and consulting foresters,
Each should play a role in helping individuals manage properly and receive the value their lands
can provide. I/We are not suggesting that DNR foresters should take on roles more appropriately
provided consultants or industrial foresters. We are strongly advocating that the 21 private
forestry positions requested by the Division of Forestry be funded. The Governor’s budget
proposes just 6. Even the 21 would only began to address the backlog of work!

The Forestry Account has been running a surplus for years. Including the 21 private forestry
positions would not create a budget problem. The Forestry Account, derived from the mil tax, is
designed to provide funds for just this sort of purpose. However, year after year forestry needs
go begging and the Fund is tapped for purposes not covered by the enabling legislation.

Well managed private forest lands provide high returns to all Wisconsin citizens. Owners will do
many of the ‘right’ things if they know what those things are. Being able to receive advice from
DNR foresters is important. Please approve the 21 private forestry positions

Thank You.

j -
/ . y WMW
Mérv Meier
4901 Blackberry Dr, Wausau, W1 54401 (715 355-9034)



April 4, 2001

Senators and Representatives:

My name is William R. Cary and since my youth I have been interested in woodlands. While in
high school I wrote a paper about taking Soil Bank land and reforesting that land. Ironic that
today we are converting CRP land into woodland.

I own or have interests in Managed Forest Law (MFL) properties in both Richland and Rusk
counties. So I appear today as a private woodland owner who is an active member of the
Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association and the Walnut Council to seek support for the budget
requests of the Division of Forestry.

Five years ago 1 planted 6.5 acres in Richland county with oak, ash, black walnut, spruce, cedar,
pine, and hazel. The planting plan was developed by Division of Forestry personnel. The
seedlings were purchased from the Division of Forestry in Boscobel. Since the planting I have
obtained immense pleasure in maintaining this planting. Spraying, mowing, pruning, protecting
the young trees from deer and rabbits have provided exercise and much satisfaction for me, my
friends, and my daughter. In addition neighbors have commented on how nice it is to see trees on

our hillside.

Last Fall I had 3.5 acres direct seeded with red oak, white oak, and burr oak. The seeding plan
was developed and supervised by our local DNR Forester. This month under the direction of the
DNR Forester the seeding will be sprayed with herbicide. I am extremely excited about this
project because I hope in time to have a more natural stand of woods than what I have from
planting seedlings. In addition, direct seeding is a new concept and if we can learn from my
experiences I will be very happy.

I am not a professional forester and could not have undertaken the planting or direct seeding
without the guidance of Division of Forestry personnel. I am retired and cannot afford to hire a
private consultant.

The support and guidance I have received from the Division of Forestry has been timely and
delivered in a very supportive manner. | am wondering if this timely and supportive work will be
able to continue in the future considering the huge cutbacks in Governor McCallum’s proposed
budget.

My only experiences with local DNR Foresters is limited to Richland and Rusk counties. The
large wookload that these people deal with is increasing every single year. The number of MFL
applications increases each and every year. It appears that this year the number of MFL
applications will exceed the processing capacity of both our DNR Foresters and the consulting
foresters. Yet there seems to be no sympathy in the Governors office for the workload these
Foresters have. Twenty-one new positions have been requested and I believe there is money in
the Forestry Account to fund these positions. Yet the proposed budget allows for only six



positions. It is my understanding that monies in the Forestry Account are frequently diverted to
fund non-forestry projects. I strongly urge you to use the Forestry Account monies to support
Division of Forestry initiatives.

As the workloads of the Foresters increase how are they supposed to do their jobs when the
monies for base operations has been significantly cut in the proposed budget? Our Foresters are
expected to do more and more with less and less. This is an impossible situation! Please restore
the monies for base operations as requested by the Division of Forestry.

I have received training, in another state, in BMP monitoring and have asked to be involved with
BMP monitoring here in Wisconsin. For a State that takes great pride in the high quality of its
water and goes to great lengths to protect its ground water supplies, how can it be possible that in
the proposed budget, funding for Private Forestry Assistance - landowner education is
significantly reduced. BMP training for landowners is included in this section of the proposed
budget. Best Management Practices (BMP) help significantly to insure that logging practices are
done in a manner that protects our wetlands, lakes, and streams. It is extremely important for
landowners to have a good understanding of BMP’s in order that they insist that BMP’s are
followed when they have a timber sale.

I have worked in the Tourism industry here in Wisconsin at my parents resort in Wisconsin Dells
and as a manager of a hotel in the Dells. I know, from first hand experience with tourists, the
importance of our forests and woodlands to the tourist industry. These forests and woodlands are
being grabbed up by developers parcel after parcel and removed from our forests and woodlands.
Support for us woodland owners from undue taxation will allow us to continue managing our
precious woods in a sustainable fashion and not have to sell our woods to pay our taxes. Ifour
rural areas become extensions of our urban areas then the States Tourism industry will be
finished.

Supporting the Division of Forestry with adequate funding for its initiatives not only benefits

woodland owners but the entire State by maintaining our woods and forests as an important part
of our biodiversity and as a tourist attraction.

Thank vou.
fﬂzf’fmﬁ, A C,@ /g,?;&/
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WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE'S JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEARING, MARSHFIELD, 4 APRIL 2001

I grew-up in Milwaukee, on North 40th
Street. My first contact witha wi sconsin
DNR forester was in 1985 after buying 80

acres of woodland in Eau Claire County, pri-

marily for wisconsin's traditional....GREAT
ANNUAL DEER HUNT.
up in Milwaukee/ Tike other city people, we
wanted to preserve our beautiful personal
forest.

we called the Eau Claire County DNR
forester, and made an appointment to waik
through our woods. To evaluate and learn
more about it's potential. we were horri-
fied to hear her advise, " Your oaks are
overmature, If you don't harvest your trees,
all you'll have is 80 acres of firewood,
they'11 blowdown with the next big wind
storm”.

we learned about the MANAGED FOREST LAW,
we needed a forest management plan, to
qualify for the MFL tax break.

Another DNR forester

had almost waited too long to harvest and
use "natural regeneration” from root suckers
ro rapidly grow a healthy new productive
ASPEN forest. we have had several harvests
since our initial DNR forester contact, and
we've paid the MFL required severance tax,

The DNR forester also told us about a group

of landowners in the WISCONSIN WOODLAND
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, with a mission to
promote forest education, to keep their
members informed on woodland issues, learning
the benefits of Best Management Practices,
and what's important to WISCONSIN'S FORESTS.

our Jackson County DNR forester was un-
able to help with a recent MFL application.
we had our consulting foresters write upour
new management plan. How would we have
known where to go for forest management
help without ever having had our first
contact with our DNR forester?

My husband Gary & I grew

informed us that
our ASPEN stand was "over mature/ hollow”, we

WISCONSIN HAS A LONG HISTORY OF FOREST
LEADERSHIP. WHO WILL WOODLAND OWNERS GO TO
WITH THEIR FIRST MANAGEMENT QUESTIONS
IN THE FUTURE ? Since 1985 we've Tost 65 for-
ester positions in the division of forestry

270,000 WOODLAND OWNERS, OWN 60% of
the states forest land, that's only 4%
of our population. How much of that for-
est land is being managed to benefit our
state? How can we afford the continuing
fragmentation? HOW DO YOU REACH OUT TO
Us TO ENCOURAGE PRODUCTIVE NATURAL
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 7

our DNR foresters are currently over-
whelmed with 3100 MFL applications, forest
management plans. IF DNR FORESTERS ARE
CURRENTLY OVERBURDENED, WHO IS SUPPOSED TO
OVERSEE THE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES REQUIRED
BY MFL/ LAW ? Is the state of wisconsin
currently in breech of contract with wood-
land owners currently enrolled in MFL 7

WISCONSIN FOREST MANAGEMENT PROMOTES:
the economy, investments that stay instate,
forest industry, more forest related
equipment businesses/ products, high & low
tech jobs, long-term management plans,
aesthetics, tourism, wildlife, land-use
ethic, hunting / recreation, cleans our
water and air, enhances the quality of Tife.
IN URBAN AREAS, WE'VE NOTICED THAT OUR
"OLD GROWTH" PUBLIC LANDS HAVE DYING
FORESTS, with Buckthorn and Honeysuckle
shrub under growth. The waterways are choked
with purple loosetrife. Developers fill
wetlands, complain about flooded dying
forests, and blames the DNR. DO WE PLAN

7O HAVE FORESTS IN OUR URBAN FUTURE 7

we need your help. we are asking that
FORESTRY DOLLARS go back into forest
management / education.

WE PROMISE TO RETURN IT WITH FOREST
PRODUCTS & INTEREST. "DEADWOOD "
RESULTS MEANS WE DIDN'T PLAN AHEAD.

Ann Hockerman is Past-President of WISCONSIN WOODLAND OWNERS ASS0OCIA TION, Life members of WWOA

TREE FARM members.

Ann & Gary Hockerman 4335 N.£63 Srreet, Brookfield, 53005, 262 781-9485
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April 20,2001

Members of the Joint Finance Committee,

_ The 1,200-acre Menomonee Valley represents tremendous economic development

potential for southeastern Wisconsin. Located in the heart of Milwaukee, close to
downtown and workforce, the Valley could be home to 5,000 new_fami!y-supporting
jobs. ' '- ' ' ;

Redévélopﬁieﬁt will require new infrastructure and assistance to redevelop brownfields
parcels. Governor McCallum’s budget proposal includes funding for both of those
crucial needs: - B e

1. CANAL STREET. : :

MVP supports the State's funding proposal for Canal Street and commends the Governor
for committing $10 million to this crucial project. The extension of Canal Street through
the western end of the Menomonee Valley will open up over 100 acres for development.
At the eastern end of the Menomonee Valley, reconstruction of the roadway will enhance
access and allow for high-quality redevelopment. Extension of Canal Street would also
offer a mitigation route during reconstruction of the Marquette Interchange.

The City of Milwaukee has already committed to raising a $10 million local match for
the project, as specified in the proposed State budget. The proposed budget also requires
a $5 million match from local ICE funds. We understand that these funds have been
previously comm itted to other projects through an agreement among the City, State, and
County. MVP therefore recommends that the proposed language requiring a match from
local ICE funds be removed from the budget.

2. BROWNFIELDS REDEVELOPMENT FUNDING

Governor McCallum has indicated funding of $2 million to be used by Menomonee
Valley Partners and the Milwaukee Economic Development Corporation for
redevelopment of contaminated parcels.

This funding will enable us to continue to attract strong companies to the Valley —
companies like Allen Edmonds, who (thanks to public funding for environmental
remediation) is planning a new plant and 200 jobs in the Menomonee Valley.

MVP and MEDC are forging a partnership that will leverage the resources of both groups
to ensure that funds are used to greatest effect. Flexibility to use these funds for pre-
development work is essential.

We urge your suppost for these two projects.

Sincerely,

l/{/[ itM/L gw’ | U/)

Lilith Fowler
Executive Director

10 PROMGTE REVITALIZATION OF THE MENOMOREE VALLEY FOR THE BEKEFIT OF THE ENTIRE MILWAUKEE COMMUNEY




