Good Merniag, A FTEL N0 \)

My name is Gary Gedart and I am the Sawyer County Highway Commissioner. I would like
to thank you for coming up to Superior and to also thank you for providing me the
opportunity to come before you today to speak at this public hearing.

The reason I am here to speak to this committee is to make a fo g request, for léggd for
reconstruction of the busiest county road in Sawyer Countﬁ? ! & toﬂéfse afo%i;lt 2

proposal between Sawyer County and the Lac Courte Oreilles tribe. The highway department
is scheduled to reconstruct County Road B in 2003. The project is currently being designed
by Cedar Corporation of Menomonie, WI with an estimated cost of 2.5 million dollars.
Sawyer County has an adequate allotment to request funding through the Department of
Transportation’s STP Program. This program, as you may already know, is funded 80% with
State Funds and 20% local funds. The highway department has approached the Lac Courte
Oreilles Tribal Council in regards to helping out with the 20 percent local funding. The Tribal
Council has expressed interest in a joint proposal, whereby the highway department would
dedicate their allotment and the LCO tribe would request funds to be earmarked for this
project from the Alternative- Budget (Native American Gamin hﬁtiat':ei% which there is
$3,000,000.00 budgeted for tribal community infrastructude! "%h }‘{1‘1}1 that they would be
requesting would be $500,000.00 or 20% of the total project costs. The highway department
would also utilize LCO labor forces (trucks) while undertaking reconstruction of this project.

The traffic volume of County Road B equals that of most State Trunk Highways within
Sawyer County. In fact, the only roadway in Sawyer County with higher traffic volume is
State Highway 63. County Road B is an important link to the LCO Casino and LCO Tribal
Government, the two largest employers in Sawyer County. The casino also generates
increased tourism traffic along County Road B. County Road B also serves as a major
collector to other roads that lead to the reservation and LCO facilities (County Road NN, .
County Road CC, County Road K, and County Road E). Jede ? =

ma

T would ask your consideration in this matter. The relationship between LCO and Sawyer
County has been a cooperative one and I ask that you consider allocating some of these
Gaming Initiative Funds to continue that cooperation. The increased traffic on County Road
B is a direct result of the fore-mentioned casino. Using some of these initiative funds for this
project will aid Sawyer County greatly in making the necessary upgrades that will benefit the
entire community.

Thank You,

Sawyer Coun¥y Highyay Commissioner



WISCONSIN TOWNS

=~

Richard J. Stadeiman MEMORANDUM
Executive Direclor
Route 4, Box 319

Shawano, Wl 54166 - /’./@’h—/

Phone 71 5-526-31 \m

n//wzg 5 £ funheta £
. Bl o 54520
%MC&%«M
Wuﬁb ?7//&«/

~Z

%WMM/

2rendy progiam it Aty

:"‘%fkt’,%/ixdcwé’%/ - C/&’w‘)“;’: /",C,&_‘ .
- /cz<-f /&L

N

\fm @M\N _j{/ 2> %g,é;ﬁ

s D 1K, e P

M\N/&, a/égdzo %&

H

over

COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISE FOR ER LOCA]QVERNM ENT

OO »w o o»n >

e B -

o



@M"WM@égi Qe
N Dt LR 5\“ Y
st T



WISCONSIN TOWNS

~

Richard J. Stadelman MEMORANDUM

Executive Director
Route 4, Box 319 a W
Shawano, Wi 54166 /‘;:Zmu?-
Phone 715-526- 3157// Y239 F Bunbonalf |
M U.)L, S YT

o O »w o »n >

;.Mfz,‘i Cr 77 :./m_/ﬁv i ffd/?‘wz( ",
\QW < Th o AET
Ao 4 % %VMM

e Vit

COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISE FOR BETTER LOCAL GOVERNMENT




Douglas County Highway Department

7417 8. County Road “E”
P.O.Box 174

Hawthorne, W1 54842

March 27, 2001

Joint Finance Committee
Public Hearing
Superior, Wisconsin

Re: Transportation Budget Comments and Requests
Dear Members: ‘

The local road system in Douglas County, as well as other rural counties, is in a cycle of
serious deterioration. Overall roadway condition is declining every year, at an ever
increasing rate. Funding must be provided for the completion of the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation’s, Wisconsin Information Systems for Local Roads
(WISLR) database and useable software so that the needs of rural Wisconsin can be
quantitatively demonstrated. Once shown, the state budget must increase in programs
designed to benefit the areas of greatest need — rural counties.

Rural counties depend on primarily three funding programs — General Transportation
Aids (GTA), Local Road Linprovement Program (LRIP), and Local Bridge and Surface
Transportation Facility Improvement assistance (STP — Bridge and Rural). The
Governor’s budget shows modest (inflationary) increases in all three programs, but the
increases are not large enough to keep pace with increasing costs of operating a county
highway department. Gasoline and diesel fuel prices have increased dramatically (and all
aspects of a county highway department’s operation involve some usage of fuel), hot-mix
asphalt prices increased 1/3™ from 1999 to 2000, and labor and benefit costs for Douglas
County increased roughly 15% from 1999 to 2000. These increases are obviously well
above proposed inflationary increases which translates into Douglas County reducing
maintenance and improvements to the county highway system. Delay of the necessary
activities will cost more in the future because the repairs will be more intensive.

GTA

The Governor’s budget proposes a 5.4% increase in FY 2002 and a 0.7% increase in FY
2003 for counties.

Douglas County’s request is to amend the Governor’s budget to provide a 5% increase in
FY 2003.

fax 715. 3742493 ohone 715. 374-2575



LRIP

The Governor’s budget proposes a 2 7% increase in FY 2002 and a 3% increase in FY
2003 in the County Highway Improvement Program (CHIP). There is no proposed
increase to CHIP-D (discretionary) for projects with total costs of at least $250,000.

Douglas County’s request is to amend the Governor’s budget to provide a 5% increase in
CHIP and CHIP-D in both FY 2002 and FY 2003.

STP

The Governor’s budget does not propose any increase for the combined Local Bridge
Improvement Program and the T ransportation Facility Improvement Assistance Program.
It appears that the no increase proposal is a result of the proposal to establish a separate
allocation for the Marquette Interchange project.

Douglas County’s request is to amend the Governor’s budget to provide a 5% increase in
the STP Local Bridge Program and the STP-Rural Program in both FY 2002 and FY
2003. ‘

Summary

Consistently, state highway programs have received larger increases than local
transportation needs and this trend appears to be continued in the Governor’s 2001-2003
budget. The state should provide proportionate increases for local transportation needs to
end the ongoing cycle of serious deterioration of the local road system. Douglas County
recognizes the needs of southeastern Wisconsin and the considerations related to traffic
volume analysis, however, Douglas County also understands that it’s residents should be
treated fairly with regard to state funding. Please consider the requests and recommend
the requested amendments so that rural Wisconsin can provide an equivalent level of

- gervice to the rural county residents.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul M. Halverson, P.E,
Douglas County Highway Commissioner

Cc:  Robert Maass, WCHA President, Oneida County Highway Comrmissioner
Doug Finn, Douglas County Board Chairman
Craig Malin, Douglas County Administrative Coordinator



City of Spooner

Guy W. Pauison 515 North Summit Street

Mayor P.O. Box 548

. Spooner, Wis. 54801-0548
Barbara K. Place, CMC _ (715) 635-8769
Ciy Clerk — Treasurer FAX (715) 635-9319

Date: March 26, 2001

To: The Honorable Members of The State of Wisconsin Joint Finance
Committee.

Re: Budget Hearing, March 27, 2001, Superior, WI
Request for funding for construction of improvements to State
Trunk Highway 63 through Spooner. ‘

The City of Spooner is in desperate need for a highway improvement
project on State Trunk Highway 63 on the south side of the city. The
Department of Transportation shows this area as one of extreme
congestion on page 19 of the “*Wisconsin State Highway Pian 2020,
Summary Report”, dated November 17,1999,

The Department of Transportation 1999 Annual Average Daily Traffic
estimate is 19,100 vehicles in this area. The estimate for year 2004 is
20,900 vehicles. The estimate for year 2024 is 25,000 vehicles.

The Department of Transportation had scheduled a project that included
widening the area to a 4-lane facility and a traffic signal for the year 2004.
The Department of Transportation has determined that the traffic is more
that 40 % local traffic and therefore according to their policy requires a 25
% local contribution. '

The Department of Transportation proposed two projects to the City of
Spooner. The first would extend from STH 253 to the Yellow River Bridge
(approximately 34 mile). This Project has an estimated local share of
$674,000. The second project would extend from West Beaver Brook
Road to the Yellow River Bridge (approximately Y2 mile). This Project has
an estimated local share of $577,000.



The City of Spooner has met with the Department to discuss the project,
which has been now been put on hold. The City of Spooner can simply not
afford to pay this amount for a project that is desperately needed to
improve the roadway level of service and safety. The roadway is used by
many people from areas outside the city and outside the state as well. |

The 2001 City of Spooner budget is $1.8 million, with a local levy of
$850,000. A project of the magnitude described above is too large a
burden for Spooner to handle on its own; we would have to almost double
our local levy if done in one year. According to our research a similar
project was done in Siren in 2000, this project did not require a local
contribution. |

We are requesting that monies be included in a negotiated transportation
package for this project.

We thank State Senator Bob Jauch, State Representative Mary Hubler,
State Senator Brian Burke, the Governors Office and DOT representatives
for their attention to this matter. We thank the Joint Finance Committee
for hearing us and for providing a location in northern Wisconsin for us to
be heard. B |

Sincerely,
William T. Marx, PE,RLS
City Engineer
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TO: JOINT FIANANCE COMMITTEE (REP John*Gard-Chair)
Marshfield, Wl

1 am speaking in support of the $30 registration fee for snowmobiles. There are 25,000
plus miles of snowmobile trail in Wisconsin, of which just over 16,000 miles
are user funded.”User funded”are miles that are maintained with money
provided by the snowmobile registration fee. The 9,000 additional miles are
maintained by the individual clubs. They bold many fund raisers to raise
money to help off-set the added , non-reimbursable cost, t0 maintain these
additional miles of trail to state standards. I am also in favor raising the non-
resident snowmobile trail pass to $18. This money goes to the grooming
supplemental fund to be used when the assigned money allocated for trail
maintenance/grooming does not cover the costs incurred by the clubs. This
fund usually does not cover 100% of the cost over runs that the clubs claim.
This “supplemental” claim by the elgible clubs is usually pro-rated. This
year the pro-rate is approx 65%. The pro-rate on the supplemental claims
can not be finalized until after the snowmobile season has concluded and all
county claims are submitted. 1 strongly favor the $300,000 increase in the
County law enforcement aids program. Currently there is $200,000
allocated to the local law enforcement program and with approx 43 counties
participating, the claims to the DNR usually exceed the $200,000, resulting
in the claims from the county(s) being pro-rated. In the season of 99-2000,
[anglade county submitted claims for $10,364.87. Payments recetved
from the DNR were $6,850.41 The county sheriff had to take from his
budget $3,514.46 to meet this funding shortfall. Many counties do not
participate because of the funding shortfail. In Langlade County we have a
very dedicated and professional county sheriff snowmobile patrol. 1 do not
want to see the snowmobile patrol be cut back because of a funding short
fall. I also favor five new DNR wardens to be paid for with non-user money,
and I do not fav ing three existing wardens from other user groups and
bile program.

Dave Peters e AL

Langlade County Dir. to the Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs
620 4™ St
Plover, W1 54467
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Joint Finance Commiitee Testimony — April 4, 2001
Barb Fleisner, Executive Director

Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry
TDA Board Member

WEDA Board Member

Chair, Highway 10 Coalition

We are very honored to host you in our community and hope you find your brief stay enjoyable. You probably
noticed on your drive here that while we have many positive attributes, we ar¢ extremely hard to get to. This leads
me 1o the issue of ensuring our state’s transportation system is adequately funded.

The proposed budget bill does target specific projects such as the start of the Marquette Interchange reconstruction
and minor increases for the major highway program. However, the current bill does not address long-term
transportation needs.  An excellent example is U.S. Highway 10 between 139 and State Highway 13. While this is
an enumerated project, it is not targeted for completion until 2015. Marshfield is the largest city in the state of
Wisconsin to lack four-lane highway access. The number one traffic generator in all of District IV (including the
larger communities of Wausau, Stevens Point, Wisconsin Rapids, and Marshfield) is this medical complex,
comprised of the Marshfield Clinic and Saint Joseph’s Hospital. 1was advised by Jeff Stewart from District [V just
yesterday that the very soonest any portion of Highway 10 could be started with added lane capacity between
Marshficld and Stevens Point is 2006, and he was recently told that it looks like it will be pushed back to 2008 due
to funding constraints. As Chair of the Highway 10 Coalition, I find this extremely disturbing, As a member of the
State Highway Advisory Team, 1 understand all too well that there are many transportation needs all across this
state, but new projects (some not even enumerated) will be completed well before projects that have been in queue
for 10 years even get close to being staried.

Speaking as a member of the Transportation Development Authority (TDA) board, we are concerned that our
recently adopted state highway plan conservatively estimates a $250 million per year shortfall.  Current
transportation revenues will, in no way, begin to address well-documented needs. Although we have made
significant gains in federal funding over the past few years, continued increases of that magnitude simply are not
realistic.

Speaking as a member of the Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) board, a safe and efficient
transportation system is critical to economic development in Wisconsin. To that end WEDA supports phasing in
and dedicating a portion of the motor vehicle sales taxes to the transportation fund beginning in FY04 and
improving taxpayer accountability by creating separate accounts within the transportation fund with distinct revenue
streams to ensure that transportation stakeholders have enhanced assurance of how each revenue stream will be
used.

Your continued support for increased iransportation funding is greatly appreciated.

In closing, I also ask for your support for the continued funding of the School-to-Career consortiums. We stand
ready to compete for these grant dollars. Lastly, as a Forward Wisconsin and Department of Commerce volunteer in
attracting businesses 1o Wisconsin, 1 respectfully request your support of the Technology Development Zones in an
effort to attract more high-tech, bio-tech companies and workers 10 our great state.

I realize there are many more worthy requesis for funding than funds available, making your job very difficult,
I thank you for your kind attention and consideration and for bringing this session to Marshfield.

Respectfully,

L)

Barb Fleisner
Executive Director
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DATE: April 20, 2001

TO: Wisconsin Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance (Sen. Brian Burke, Sen.
Russell Decker, Sen. Gwendolynne Moore, Sen. Kevin Shibilski, Sen. Kimberly
Plache, Sen. Robert Wirch, Sen. Alberta Darling, Sen. Robert Welch, Rep. John
Gard, Rep. Dean Kaufert, Rep. Sheryl Albers, Rep. Marc Duff, Rep. David Ward,
Rep. Michael Huebsch, Rep. Gregory Huber, Rep. Antonio Riley).

FROM: Jeffrey M. Gonyo, 2668 Hwy. 164, Slinger, Wi 53086 (Phone: (262)-644-8334
and E-Mail: jmgonyo@execpc.com).

RE: Governor Scoft McCallum's proposed budget: Opposition to funding increases for
the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT). Request for assistance
from the Joint Committee on Finance in stopping the WisDOT's Ackerville Bridge
Project and proposed four-lane expansion of Highway J/164. Invitation to view
affected areas. )

On behalf of S.U.R.E. (Stop Unnecessary Road Expansion), a grassroots citizens
group with over 1700 members from Washington and Waukesha Counties, | am
appearing before the Wisconsin Legislature's Joint Cogmmittee on Finance today to
strongly object to the funding increases for the Wisconsin Department of Transporiation
(WisDOT) in Governor Scott McCallum's proposed budget. | am also here to specifically
request that your committee immediately cut off ail funding for the WisDOT's
Ackerville Bridge Project and proposed four-lane expansion of Highway J/164 which
begins at Interstate 94 in Waukesha County and runs approximately 22-miles northward
to State Highway 60 in Washington County.

Governor McCallum recently stated that "the days of big spending in Wisconsin
are over"' and that "it's important for governments, just like our families, to live within
their means.” According to Senator (and soon to be Lieutenant Governor) Margaret
Farrow, Governor McCallum has proposed that all state agencies cut 5% from their
respective budgets, EXCEPT the Wisconsin Department of Transportation
(WisDOT) which is being granted a 3.5% increase in its budget (see the attached
February 21, 2001 news article from The Daily Reporter). Why must everyone else be
forced to tighten their belts while the WisDOT is continually given "a blank check" to
spend on massive road and bridge projects, many of which are neither needed nor
wanted by the people of Wisconsin?

An excellent example of what | am talking about is the WisDOT's Ackerville
Bridge Project and proposed four-lane expansion of Highway J/164 which | will now
provide the details to your commitiee.

I. The Ugly, Concrete Scar Which Will Divide and Destroy our Neighborhoods.

In 1999, the WisDOT announced that it was planning to convert State Highway
164 (formerly known as County Highway "J") into a four-lane, divided superhighway,
beginning at Interstate 94 in Waukesha County and rynning approximately 22 miles

1



northward up to State Highway 60 in Washington County. The Ackerville bridge project
(scheduled to begin in 2002) is the first phase of the WisDOT's massive expansion

plans for Highway 164.

The WisDOT's bridge and road expansion projects will be economically and
environmentally devastating to our beautiful, scenic Kettle Moraine area. Other more
fiscally-prudent, neighborhood-friendly options are readily available to solve the regions

‘traffic congestion problems, but the WisDOT is ignoring these reasonable alternatives.
Therefore, we sfrongly oppose these WisDOT projects because they would negatively
impact our homes, family farms, churches, schools, historic communities (such as
Ackerville and Pleasant Hill), cuiturallarchaaologlcal sites (such as several Native
American burial ground areas), the environment (including precious wetiand areas
where several endangered species such as the butler garter snake, nocturnal minnow,
sandhill crane, blue heron, and blanding turtle now live), the health and safety of our
families, and our overall quality of life in Washington and Waukesha Counties.

According to Walter Kulash (a veteran traffic engineer with extensive road
building experience in the United States and Canada), roads get less efficient as they
get bigger. Kulash emphasizes that two-lane highways with turn lanes at the major
intersections have a better capacity to move traffic efficiently than any other road
configuration. His studies have shown that:

1} The fear of traveling on high-speed, four-lane highways discourages oider
drivers from using them.

2) Four-lane highways cause people to move their homes, businesses and jobs
farther into the country where there is less traffic congestion and less delay
going to work and shop (i.e. four-lane highways fuel urban sprawl).

3) Four-lane highways reduce property values and discourage people from .
improving their existing homes.

in s'ummary, Kulash maintains that "trying to cure traffic congestion with four-lane
highways is like trying to reduce obesity by loosening our beits.” It simply does not

work!!

Following Kulash's recommendations, the residents who live along Highway 164
strongly believe that our road must remain a two-lane, residential highway with
significant improvements to enhance safety and traffic flow. The critical elements of this
fiscally-responsible, citizen-backed alternative include:

1) Improved road shoulders and pavement.

2) A permanent 45 mph maximum speed limit for our entire Highway JI164
roadway.

3) Traffic signals at the dangerous intersections.
4) Turn lanes at road intersections and subdivision entrances.
5) Balancing and dispersing traffic throughout the entire region by maintaining a

2



series of improved two-lane roads, both to the east and west of the existing
Highway J/164 corridor. :

If all of the above things are properly done, then we believe that NO ROAD HAS
TO BE FOUR-LANES!! This innovative type of two-lane road design has been
successfully used by well-respected traffic engineers to solve traffic problems
nationwide. Much of this information has already been provided to Senator Alberta
Darling who is a member of your committee. Please ask Senator Darling to make
copies of these very detailed materials for every member of the Joint Committee on

Finance.

. The "Bridge to Nowhere" (i.e. The Ackerville Bridge Project).

The first phase of the WisDOT's proposed expansion of Highway 164 is the
Ackerville Bridge Project which is scheduled to be constructed in 2002. This "$11 million
boondoggle” will be three-fourths of a mile long and ultimately four-lanes wide, making it
the fifth largest bridge to be constructed in Wisconsin over the next five years (you will
need a good strong pair of binoculars 10 see across the entire bridge span).

At least four homes will be destroyed and 45 additional properties will have to be
purchased to accommodate the enormous size of the bridge and new four-lane road
width. Upon completion of this massive bridge, there will be no direct access from
Highway 164 into the historic community of Ackerville or to the jong-established, family-
owned, small businesses located therein. That's because this bridge will have no exit

ramps!!

Instead of wasting our hard-earned tax dollars to build an enormous $11 million
bridge over an unincorporated, nistoric community, the current safety and traffic flow
problems in this area could be easily corrected by:

1) Realigning the Highway 164/175 intersection and installing turn lanes and a
traffic light at this location.

2) Shaving down and reducing the steep incling of the hilis on Highway 175 and
Lovers Lane Road going down toward Ackerville.

3) Improving the road pavement and shoulders on Lovers tane Road (including
turn-lanes at the two entrances to the Birnamwood Subdivision).

4) Erecting a double-set of safety gates at the Highway 164 railroad crossing.

All of these simple safety improvements could be done immediately at a mere
fraction of the $11 million cost that the WisDOT wants to spend to destroy the entire
area. Why not do these things when they are: 1) easy to implement, 2) highly-effective
in saving lives and preventing future injuries, 3) far less intrusive on the area
homeowners, small businesses and communities, and 4) very cost effective and fiscally-
prudent for taxpayers?



. The Two Toxic Waste | andfills Nearby the Pro Ackerville Bri i

Immediately next to this proposed bridge site are sensitive wetlands and two
abandoned landfilis (one owned by Waste Management and the other by the Township
of Polk) which are now believed to be leaking trichloroethylene (TCE), benzene, toluene,
ethylbenzene, xylene, arsenic, barium, and other dangerous chemicals into the shallow
ground water. According to a July 30, 1998 Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) report, at least two private wells in the Ackerville/Highway 164 vicinity
have already tested positive for dangerous levels of these cancer-causing, chemical

poliutants.

This contaminated ground water is also flowing directly towards the Highway 164
roadbed where the WisDOT plans to excavate soil and drive long steel pilings for its
massive bridge project. Unless these two nearby landfill sites are completely cleaned up
first, this bridge construction project will only exacerbate the drinking water
contamination problems in the Ackerville area.

At the February 8, 2000 Washington County Board meeting, Supervisor David
Radermacher eloquently referred to these toxic waste landfill sites as "atomic bombs
which have aiready begun to detonate in our community.” This statement is
supported by the statistical data which | received from the Wisconsin Cancer Reporting
System (a division of the Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services).

This statistical data indicates that: 1) the number of reported cancer cases
between 1980 and 1997 is almost 2.5 times higher near these toxic waste landfill sites
than from other areas farther away (351 cases for the 53086 zip code vs. 147 cases for
the 53076 zip code), and 2) the number of reported cancer deaths between 1989 and
1997 is almost 4 times higher near these two landfills than from other areas farther
away (81 deaths for the 53086 zip code vs. 21 deaths for the 53076 zip code). To
address these serious health concerns, | filed a citizens petition with the EPA to have
these two abandoned landfills in Ackerville declared federal Superfund sites.

Dr. Jeanne Hryciuk, M.D., a pathologist with Community Memorial Hospital of
Menomonee Falls, carefully analyzed this cancer data and concluded that, to protect the
health and safety of the Ackerville area residents, the WisDOT must be required to
immediately prepare a comprehensive and thorough Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for its Ackerville Bridge Project. This EIS must fully assess the chemical pollutants
now leaching out of the two nearby landfills and thoroughly consider the health, safety
and environmental impacts of all reasonable road and rail reconstruction alternatives in
great depth, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
WisDOT's own Facility Development Manual.

1 Last year, in a jointly-written article published in the West Bend Daily News,
Washington County Supervisors David Radermacher and Robert Kratz insisted that the

WisDOT cease all construction and fand acquisition activities in Ackerville until an EIS is
prepared.
4



At an expense of over $15,000.00, the people also have hired Dr. John Thresher,
a state-certified soil and water scientist, to conduct a detailed analysis of the drinking
water contamination problems in the Ackerville area. He extensively reviewed the EPA
and DNR records on these two nearby landfills, interviewed Ackerville area residents
about any perceived problems with their drinking water and health (i.e. occurrences of
cancers), and tested water from several private we!ts

After completing his investigation and testing, Dr. Thresher prepared two very
detailed reports which concluded that the drinking water in the Ackerville area is, in fact,
heavily contaminated and unsafe for human consumption. He also leamed that many of
the residents who live in the contaminated area have stopped drinking the water
because of bad taste, odor and color. Finally, he discovered that many of the residents
in the "zone of contamination" have one or more family members and/or pets who
recently died of cancer or other diseases caused by exposure to landfill chemicals. (For
complete copies of these reports, please contact our attorney, Ed Garvey at (608)-256-

1003.)

Contrary to the WisDOT's claims, the contaminated, shallow groundwater
underneath the Highway 164 roadbed will be disturbed when construction begins on the
Ackerville Bridge Project. in the March 23, 2000 edition of the West Bend Daily News,
Ken Wade, a hazardous materials engineer for the WisDOT, stated that construction of
this bridge project would entail driving pilings below the groundwater table (which is
about 30 feet below the surface). Also, the WisDOT (through its subconsuitant, STS
Consultants) recently conducted 50-foot deep soil borings where the bridge pilings will
be placed along Highway 164 and Lovers Lane Road in Ackerville.

These facts lead us to reasonably conclude that the pilings for the WisDOT's
Ackerville Bridge Project will be driven up to 50 feet into the ground which is well below
the now contaminated, shallow groundwater. So far, the WisDOT has refused to
provide us with specific data on the depth of these bridge pilings. Why is the WisDOT
continuing to hide this important information from the people?

Despite these serious concerns, the WisDOT has refused to prepare a federally-
mandated, Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Ackerville Bridge Project. As
of this date, the WisDOT has only done a very cursory Environmental Assessment (EA)
which doesn't even mention these dangerous nearby landfills. Why is the WisDOT so
reluctant to do an EIS here? Is the WisDOT afraid of finding some seriocus
environmental problems near Ackerviile which will put its $11 million bridge project in

jeopardy?

IV. WisDOT's Response to the Citizen Opposition.

Over the past two years, the WisDOT has used "every dirty trick in the book" to
stifle the citizen opposition to its four-lane road expansion proposal. Some of these
outrageous WisDOT actions include:

1) Stealing dozens of "No Four-Lane" signs right out of our yards and farm fields.
Several Highway 164 corridor residents witnessed WisDOT employees

5



snaaking znto thelr pnva’te yards and aiiegatly removmg segns These segns
L were not m the publec rtght-of-way - :

2) Purpossiy dwertmg thousands of semx-trucks and other veh;cies Off the
freeway and onto our residential road: to artificially inflate traffic counts,
endanger our chiidren and destroy our nelghborhoods

3) Taklng traff iC ceunts on the busrest days of the year such as Tuesday,
- "November 7, 2000 (the date of the presﬁeﬂtlai election when people were
makmg extra road trips because of vot:ng)

i 4) Routineiy lgnormg cﬁlzen ;nput and suggestlons at 1ts farc:icai “pubhc
_information’ meetings and "Georgia-style” public hearings (which keep
individual citizen comments on proposed road and bndge projects "out of
earshot" of fellow cﬁszens) 2

5) Wzthhoidmg and conceahng public documenis concerning the proposed
structure of the Ackerville Bridge and related soil boring test results in violation
of Wisconsin's open records law.

6) Misrepresenting to the Ackerville area residgnts that there are no soil and
water contamination problems in the proposed bridge construction area when
our legal, scientific and medical experts have discovered massive amounts of
highly-credible evidence to the contrary.

V. Conclusion.

As of this date, over 1700 people who live in Pgwaukee (both the Village and
City), Village of Sussex Town of Lisbon, Town of Richfield and Town of Polk have
signed our petitions to strongly oppose the WisDOT's Ackervilie Bridge Project and -
proposed four-lane expansion of Highway J/164. The Townships of Richfield and Erin
have also passed resolutions opposing the WisDOT plan to convert our two-lane
residential road into a divided, four-lane superhighway. Other governmental
jurisdictions, educational, religious, and conservation organizations are now considering
similar resolutions to oppose the WisDOT's four-lane highway plans.

if you allow these unnecessary and expensive WisDOT road and bridge projects
to be built, they will negatively impact our property valyes, the health and safety of our
families, the en\nronment and our overall quality of life. Quite simply, this is another -

2 On March 23, 2000, the WisDOT held such a "Georgia Style" public hearing for its
Ackerville Bridge Project. Concerned citizens were each herded into a separate area
away from the general public to testify privately to a court reporter. Now the WisDOT
wants to conduct the same type of bogus public hearing for its Highway J/164 Draft EIS
in June, 2001. For proof of this, please see the WisDOT web site at:
www.dot.state.wi.us.



$130 million (conservatively speaking) of taxpayer money being thrown down a WisDOT
rat hole.

Consistent with Governor McCallum's message of fiscal responsibility, it is now
time to put the WisDOT on a strict budget diet. Our state's taxpayers can no longer
afford to pay for extravagant, environmentally-destructive WisDOT road and bridge
projects, especially when there are reasonable and proven alternatives available (such
as those discussed above). From this point forward, "we the people” will decide what is
needed in our communities and NOT the WisDOT or the road and bridge building
contractors that this agency regularly caters to.

On behalf of S.U.R.E., | am inviting the entire Wisconsin Legislative Joint
Committee on Finance to take a guided tour with us of the entire 22-mile long Highway
J/164 corridor from 1-94 in Waukesha County northward up to Highway 60 in
Washington County so you can all see just how the WisDOT plans to waste over $130
million of our hard-earned tax money. We want yau to pay very special attention to the
Ackerville area where many residents are now suffering from the negative health effects
of contaminated drinking water, a problem which will only be exacerbated if the WisDOT
is allowed to build its enormous $11 million bridge project.

We are not going to rest until YQU, our elected officials, hear our voices and take
prompt action to properly address these very important issues. Thank you.

Sincerely,

i 4 i/ﬁ/[)ﬁf

Jeffrey M. Gonyo,

Town of Polk Central Committee Member
for S.U.R.E. (Stop Unnecessary Road
Expansion) -- over 1700 members strong!!
2668 Hwy. 164, Slinger, WI 53086
Phone: (262)-644-8334

E-Mail: jmgonyo@execpe.com

Enclosures



THE S.U.R.E. PLAN FOR
PRESERVING OUR NEIGHBORHOODS

"We the People" are strongly opposed to both the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation's (WisDOT) Ackerville Bridge Project and its plans to convert Highway J/164
into a divided, four-lane superhighway (which, if built, would negatively impact our property
values, the health and safety of our families, the environment and our overali quality of life). To
address the traffic concerns of this area, we will support a fiscally-prudent, neighborhood-
friendly, two-lane road with the following important safety features:

1. Improved road shoulders and pavement.

2. A permanent 45 mph maximum speed limit for our entire Highway J/164 roadway.

3. Traffic signals at the dangerous intersections. ,

4. Turn lanes at road intersections and subdivision entrances.

5. Balancing and dispersing traffic throughout the entire region by maintaining a
series of improved two-lane roads, both to the east and west of the existing
Highway J/164 corridor.

First, for more information about the legal and political aspects of our grassroots citizen
efforts, please contact our attorney, ED GARVEY, at (608)-256-1003 or GarveyLAW@aol.com.

Second, for information concerning the Ackerville area drinking water contamination
problems, please contact our soil and water specialist, JOHN THRESHER, at (608)-233-0297 or

jtsoils@scamail.com.

Finally, to learn more about our safer, two-lane road design (described herein), please
contact WALTER KULASH, P.E. (a highly-respected, traffic engineer with over 30 years of road
designing and building experience) at: Glatting, Jackson, Kercher, Anglin, Lopez & Rinehart, 33
East Pine Street, Orlando, FL 32801, Phone: (407)-843-6552, E-Mail: perskine@glatting.com.

S.U.R.E. (Stop Unnecessary Road Expansion)
Raymond Cox, Registered Agent
P.O. Box 152, Hubertus, WI 53033
Phone: (262)-628-0596, E-Mail: mrraycox@juno.com

Central Committee Members from the Affected Communities

Jeff Gonyo (Town of Polk), Phone: (262)-644-8334, E-Mail: jmgonyo@execpc.com
Bob/Colleen Gindt (Town of Polk), Phone: (262)-644-5773, E-Mail: gindt@nconnect.net
Donna Askins (Town of Polk), Phone: (262)-644-0825, E-Mail: druaskin@aol.com
Andy/Kristin Cmeyla (Town of Richfield), Phone: (262)-628-7536, E-Mail: andycmeyla@aol.com
Brent Olynick (Town of Richfield), Phone: (262)-628-9623, E-Mail: bolynick@yahoo.com
Mike Baka (Town of Richfield), Phone: (262)-628-3834, E-Mail: mpbaka@nconnect.net
Don Weiland (Town of Richfield), Phone: (262)-628-2392, E-Mail: dweiland@mmccorp.com
Dennis Cantrell (Town of Richfield), Phone: (262)-628-3738 '

. Don Eilbes (Lisbon/Sussex), Phone: (262)-246-3181

10. Doug Schuh (Village of Pewaukee), Phone: (262)-695-8422, E-Mail: dschuh@milwpc.com
11. Frank Mueller (Village of Pewaukee), Phone: (262)-695-8083

12. Beverly Storm (City of Pewaukee), Phone: (262)-523-3550
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McCatlum loosens budget belt<br>for major highway jobs hitp://'www.dailyreporter.com/cgi-bin/udt. .. story?client=dailyreporter&storyid=32%:
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IWcCauunHoosensbudgetbeh
for major highway jobs

By Jeremy Harrell
Daily Reporter Staff

Feb. 21, 2001

Gov. Scott McCallum on Tuesday unveiled the smallest state budget
increase in 30 years, but he included several proposals that will benefit

the construction industry.

"It's important for governments, just like our families, to live within
their means," McCallum said in his budget address to the Legislature.
"This is the budget. This is when we need to make sure Wisconsin's
financial house is built on a solid foundation.”

McCallum called for general spending increases of only 3 percent over
the biennium, but he announced a 3.5 percent hike in funding for the state's major highway program. The
budget also boosted money for the Local Road Improvement Program by 5.2 percent in 2002 and 9.3

percent in 2003.

Which local road projects receive the money, however, is uncertain because many legislators tend to
haggle over projects for their own districts, said Sen. Margaret Farrow, R-Pewaukee, a member of the
Committee on Insurance, Tourism and Transportation.

"The local road aids get legislators involved from a parochial perspective and eventually have to be
compromised," she said. "It's hard to say on Feb. 21 where the money will be on June 21, when the

governor is supposed to sign the budget bill."

The governor also freed more than $300 million for the three major highway projects that the state's
Transportation Projects Commission approved in December. The jobs, which aren't scheduled to begin
until 2007, would expand highways in Marathon, Oneida, Rock, Jefferson and Dodge counties.

McCallum answered a question that hovered around the Lambeau Field renovation project by including
$9.1 miltion for infrastructure improvements associated with the stadium's overhaul. Green Bay Packers
officials said the upgrades are necessary if the project is to succeed.

The governor also laid the groundwork for the estimated $450 million to $850 miilion Marquette
Interchange replacement project by earmarking more than $151 million for improvements around the
Milwaukee area. He asked the Legislature to set aside $133 million for preliminary work on the
interchange, $8 miilion for the demolition of the Park East Freeway and $10 million to reconstruct and
extend Canal Street, which he said would alleviate traffic during the interchange overhaul.

1of3 4/17/01 12:13 PM



-

2of3

TR AL T AMOE VLA VLA WERETIAY MUL 4 WY VAT UAR Y ST PULIGE R SLUT Y U L T

Farrow said the Legislature might end up reducing the state's Park East Freeway allotment since there are
still questions as to whether the freeway spur could alleviate traffic during the Marquette Interchange
renovation. The city of Milwaukee is putting up most of the cash for the demolition after receiving a

stipend from the federal Department of Transportation.

"I have a problem with the Park East Freeway money being spent by the state," Farrow said. "I don't
accept it, especially with the need of the Marquette Interchange in the next number of years. My fear is
that, like the Hoan Bridge, when we take down the Park East we'll find out how much people relied on

it."

As expected, McCallum reserved more than $43 million to staff and operate the Stanley Prison, a
measure the state Assembly approved last weck. The Senate, which rejected Stanley Prison bills in the
previous session, must still sign on before the state takes over the privately built facility.

AWOL measures

Missing from the governor's budget proposal, however, is a sales tax exemption on supplies contractors
buy for nonprofit owners, said Jim Boullion, Associated General Contractors of Wisconsin government

affairs director.

"We understand the budget is tight, but we hoped he'd put

something in there,” he said, "We're disappointed we didn't see

itin there."

John Mielke, Associated Builders and Contractors of
Wisconsin government affairs director, said his organization,

the AGC and other industry groups have lobbied state officials

to change tax statutes so contractors could directly purchase
construction materials for nonprofit entitics without having to

pay sales tax.

Boullion said AGC hasn't given up the fight, and the
organization plans to urge legislators to add it to the budget
bill before it goes back to the governor for his signature.

"We're hoping to do it as a budget amendment with the
support of many legislators,” he said.

The governor also neglected to include an apprenticeship tax
credit in his budget proposal, but Mielke said it's likely the
Joint Legislative Council's labor shortage committee would
produce a tax credit bill during its ongoing monthly meetings.

"I hope the Legislature takes it up, but we didn't expect to see
it in the budget proposal,” he said.

Madison writer Jeremy Harrell can be reached at
608-260-8570 or by email.
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Jason T. BEIER
PAMELA R. McGILLIVRAY

September 29, 2000

Senator Brian Burke
P.O. Box 7882 -
Madxson, Wxscensm 53707—7882

Dear Brian:

Re: Highivay J

As counsel for SURE, I was pleased to receive your letter of the 23™ of
September in which you discussed your commitment to smart growth. I have forwarded
your letter to our Highway /164 group SURE, because we need allies to stop this
travesty and we are very pleased that you are concerned about sprawl. We invite you to
Jjump into this controversy. As you probably know, the DOT is dead set on building a 4-
lane, expandable to 6-lane highway between 1-94 and Slinger. It would be a tremendous
waste of tax dollars, disrupt and alter forever the culture of the area, and bring another

round of uncontrolled sprawl.

Il be in touch with your office to invite you to a meeting with our group. We
need allies and it would be our hope that you could arrange for a Senate hearing on this
classic example of the DOT yielding to developers and highway contractors,

We look forward to working with you and your staff.

Best regards,
Ed Garvey
ERGjf
cc: SURE
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By Brlan Burke

Rapid growth is changing the
face of Wisconsin's landscape.
While development creates new
oppotrtunities, it also can stirup a
host of costly problems for commu-
nities and taxpayers. ,

‘By planning for change, com-
munities can make the most of
growth, seiz- '

" ing opportuni-
ties while
avoiding many
of the pitfalls.
Fortunately,
pianning
ahead just got
easier.

The Legis-
lature has
spelled out _
.guidelines and :
ereated new Burke -
incentives for planning. Smart
Growth, as it is called, is now state
law,

Smart Growth creates state in-
centives to supplement and lever-
age - existing local governmental
authority, not replace it.

Day-to-day decisions on where
to build a new road, how big to
make a subdivision and whether
to give the downtown business
district a facelift should be made
by local people, while keeping
broader community goals in mind.

Smart Growth encourages pub-
lic participation and defines the
essential elements of a compre-
hensive plan. Details will vary
from place to place, but the build-
ing blocks remain the same.

Smart Growth makes state
funding available to heip local

- governments pay for planning. It
enlists technical support from the

- Burke, a Milwaukee Democrat,
is state Senate chairman of the
Legislature’s Joint Finance
Committee. He wrote the Smart
Growth legislation.

2 STATE JOURNAL

Smart Growth law helps
in land-use planning

University of Wisconsin Exten-
sion. Such support is especially
helpful to communities that can't
afford a fuli-time planner.

_ - Beginning in 2005, cities, towns
and villages that have comprehen-
sive plans and are making an ef:
fort to follow them will be eligible
for a Smart Growth dividend pay-
ment from the state. This money is
another incentive to get the plan-
ning effort underway.

By 2010, most land use deci-
sions and actions will have to be
based. on a local comprekensive
plan. No government will be
forced to adopt a comprehensive
plan, but it will become increas-
ingly difficuit to do business after

‘2010 if a plan is not in place.

Other states are working on
land use legislation, and a hand-
ful have passed new laws. Smart
Growth for Wisconsin is among
the most innovative and complete
programs in place. It moves our
state to the front of the pack,

Wisconsin's efforts united leg-
islators from across the political
specirum, urged on by an unpree-
edented alliance that included
1000 Friends of Wisconsin and
other environmenta! organiza-
tions, the Wisconsin Realtors
Association, the Builders Associa-

tion, the Alliance of Cities, the’

League of Municipalities, the
Towns Association, the state Plan-
ners Association and the Counties
Association

It's fair to say that this diverse
group has never before worked to-
gether to support such an impor-
tant legislative initiative. Each
deserves credit. Smart Growth
will work for Wisconsin and help
local communities make growth
work for them.

For more information about
the Smart Growth legislation, con-
tact 1,000 Friends of Wisconsin at
608-259-1000 or the Wisconsin
Land Council at 608-267-2707.




STATE SENATOR

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION B

Born in Milwaukee in 1958. _
Married to Patricia Coorough of Prairie du Chien. Three daughters (Colleen, Katie & Erin).

].D. from Georgetown Law School - on Editorial Board of International Law Journal.
B.A. in History & Political Science from Marquette University, magna cum laude.
Graduate of Washington High School in Milwaukee.

Former Milwaukee County Assistant District Attorney.
Has served as State Senator for the 3rd Senate District since November 1988.

Lifelong member of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin.
Member of the State Bar of Wisconsin.
Member of the Bar of the United States Supreme Court.

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Finance - a duty first assumed in June 1996.
Co-Chair of the Wisconsin Trust for Historic Preservation Public Policy Committee.
" Former Chair of the Senate Committee on Urban Affairs, Environmental Resources & Elections.

Member of the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board of Directors.
Member of the Executive Board of the Wisconsin Public Utility Institute.
Member of the Federated Library System Board of Trustees.

Member of the Wisconsin Humanities Council.

| HONORS & AWARDS A

Gaylord Nelson Award - 1000 Friends of Wisconsin
Partners for Survival Award from the State Bar and Legal Action of Wisconsin
" Voices of Courage in Public Policy Award from the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault.
Attorney General's Award for Qutstanding Leadership on Law Enforcement Issues.
Commander's Award for Public Service from the Department of the Army.
Graduate of the Federal Bureau of Investigation - Milwaukee Division Citizens' Academy. -
Legislator of the Year - Wisconsin Council of the Vietnam Veterans of America. -
Legislator of the Year - Wisconsin Urban Transit Association, .
Friend of the Wisconsin Jewish Community Award - Wisconsin Jewish Conference
Cesar Chavez Humanitarian Award. o
Clean 16 Legislator (five-time winner) - Wisconsin's Environmental Decade.
Bridge Builder Award - The Nature Conservancy. o
Top 10 State Legislator - Milwaukee Magazine.
Best State Legislator - Shepherd Express Readers' Poll. _ . .
Autherized and paid Frierndh of Briar: Burke, Parsich Comough, Teeasurer



BRIAN BURKE
WISCONSIN STATE SENATOR
September 23, 2000

Ed Garvey
3421 Circle Close
Madison, WI 53705

Dear Ed, ' I
It’'s a falr guestion.

As I travel the state talking to groups about Smart Growth,
I am always asked: Why does someone from the city care so much
about preserving the rural landscape?

_ I could say I _believe that farm families deserve every
chance to succeed against the threat of factory farms and unfair

federal policies.

I could also say there is a direct link between acod land
use and clean air and water for those of us downwind and

downstream.

You probably agree with me on these answers. But I am
writing today because I believe you and I also share a deeper
understanding of land use decisions.

When scattered development stretches public resources and
increases reliance on the automobile -- it costs us all.

When a new factory obliterates another cornfield, it also
fails to awaken a brownfield site and bring jobs to the city.

So we see jobs flowing far away from our urban centers and
the people who need them most. We see an ever-widening gap
between rich and poor.

The implicaticns go far beyond environmental health; they
touch on our core values of fairness, equal opportunity, justice
and even public safety.

F.O. BOX 908, MADISON, WISCONSIN 53701-0908

AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF BRIAN BURKE, PATRICIA COORQUGH, TREASURER
Recyeled Paper
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This is why I worked so hard to make Smart Growth for
Wisconsin-.a reality last year. And it’s why I am so grateful to
organizations ranging from 1,000 Friends of Wisconsin to the

Realtors Association.

Without the efforts of a uniquely diverse coalition, this
groundbreaking initiative would not be law today.

But much work remains to be done.

I will keep pushing for forward-looking land use policies
that protect our environment and expand economic opportunity. I

hope you will join me.

Today, with the help of like-minded friends around the
state, I'm building a grassroots organization that I hope will
make me Wisconsin's next Attorney General.

It is absolutely essential that we keep this office in
progresgive hands after Jim Dovle moves on.

As a former prosecutor I take a back seat to nobody in
pushing for strong law enforcement -- after all, safe streets
are fundamental to vibrant cities. But I am also committed to
advancing a more constructive approach to crime fighting.

We need to move beyond chest-thumping tough talk and into
an era of creating economic hope and opportunity for young
people before they get caught up in crime.

And this is why I must ask for your help today.

Your support and your most generous check -- for $25, $50,
$250, or whatever you can afford -- are very important to me.

In an era of attack ads and sound-bite solutions, I need
your help to raise the level of debate. I hope to hear from you

goon. Thank vou.

Sincerely,
-

Brian Burke
State Senator

P.S. We know that healthy communities and strong families afe
the best answer to crime. Together we can build on Smart Growth
to create a stronger, safer, Wisconsin for all. Please §oin

with me today.
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The Daily News, Friday, October 6, 2000 / A5

Highway 164 resid-_ents say ‘no’

R . -

Chaci Hunga]ly News Staﬂ’

A sngn opposmg four lanes is seen by traffic headmg southbound on Haghway 164 in the town of Polk near
Highway E. Many residents in southern Washington Gounty and northern Waukesha County have
expressed their opposition to the project proposed by the state.

DOT’s 164 plan has many foes

By GAY GRIESBACH
Daily News Staff

here are 161 residences
whose driveways spill onto
the 22-mile stretch of
Highway 164

yard to put in a turn lane,” said
renter Lee Phillip as he pointed ont
stakes that are within 60 feet of his
garage. "You can't stop the DOT
from doing what they are going to
do.”

for the W}sconsm Department of
Transportation, said the Ackerville
bridge project is scheduled to begin
in 2002 and will include
improvements from the highway
intersection south
to Ackerville and a

from Capital Drive
in Waukesha County
to the Ackerville
bridge in Washing-
ton County; and as
studies and work
along the road
progress, residents’
fears and frustra-
tions about a pro-

“It's overkill. | can see if they added turn
lanes and safety improvements, but
what they are proposing is huge.”

-~ Marflyn Zarwell

Birnamwood Subdivision resident’

two-lane bridge that
will span the rail-
road and Highway
175.

John Neuman
took a break from
mowing his parents’

yard on Highway .

164 in the town of

posed reconstruc-

Polk to point eut .

(IQ pages

trees that will be -
taken by the highway expansion. ™

Please see HIGHWAY 164/A6

Phillip's property is at the corner
of highways 60 and 164.
Brian Bliesner, project manager

tion project have mounted.
“They'll be taking out my side
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A sign warns passersby of a possible dire future for

New Berfin and urges 5

people to get involved in city issuss. The sign greets people at Racine and

National avenues in the city.

Local activists sfi]l a’v’hlin'ori'ty

Getting involved takes
time, willingness
to learn

By JENNIFER PFAFF
Freernan Stalf . .

Nina Eliasoph has one burning

guestion: .

. “Here are all these political
questions that affect us, so why aren't
more people getting involved?”

Eliasoph wrote the book - literally -
on what motivates people to accept
government actions without question
or protest. o o
- An assistant professor of sociology
at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Eliasoph is the author of
“Avoiding Politics: How Americans
Produce Apathy in Everyday Life.” -

Her research shows that people who
fight city hall (or Washington, for that
matter) are in a fairly small minority,

“I studied a community that had
these big chemical plants that
‘routinely had spills and fires,” she
said. “These fires would release toxic
soot that stripped the paint off of the
cars it landed on, according to the
neighbors. When I asked people if
they'd consider getting involved with a

i

group io fight these issues, people

would say, ‘It's not that close to my .

home.’ It was a mile away.” :
More often than not, people avoid: )

" opposing government or big business

because they feel powerless to effect an )
actual change, she said, . .
A lack of understanding about the
political process is often a factor that
strengthens those feelings of
powerlessness, said John Hebert, vice )
president of United Citizens of New
Berlin, a citizen group that works to .
educate the populace about upcoming )
Hebert himself admits to fumbling
blindly through his first opposition
campaign, making up the rules and
strategiesas he went. . -
. Vern Bentley, a New Berlin resident

who became interested in local

political issnes when the city wanted
to reopen a quarry near his home, said

his first task in that fight was to learn :
about the public hearing process and

which records he had a right to see, -

In addition to
powerlessness, many people have a
sense of shame associated with

political involvement, Eliasoph said.

“A lot of people really want to care .

_about people, but they don’t want to

1

See GROUPS, Page 8

perceived -

Groups

care about politics,” she said. “They’
don't see that to actually care about
people, you have to care about the

~ community surrounding them *
:." . Doug Schuh, a Pewaukee resident who
. '1s fighting a state proposal to expand
- Highway 164 to four lanes, said he
- understands why it's difficult for many
n peoplg. to get involved. .
v “I'ni semi-retired, I have more time
than most,” he said. “There are s0 many
peopie who are going 100 mph all day
every day, with their work, their family,
their house. How can they squeeze in
another thing?” )

_That's why it’s easier to get people to
Sign a petition than to attend ap;?e%ﬁng
or ‘%é}mtgst, he sixg;

) e think we efmedomofspeech
in this country, but we ¢close it down
ourselves,” Eliasoph said, “The way to

deal with powerlessness is to or anize
and do something about it: The vgvay to
learn is to read about it, talk about it
and argue about it. In some countries,
arguing polities is like talking sports
here - people love it I's entertainment.”

(Jennifer Pfaff can be reached at
praﬁ@conleynez,mm)A W .a
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Speed limit should stay at 45 mph

I)ear"Ed‘itor:

At a recent meeting of the
Washington *County Board, the
public seating section of the
board room was jammed with
concerned citizens hoping to get
the Board to pass a resolution
urging the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation to make
permanent the temporary 45 mph
speed limit that has been in place
along part of Highway 164 this
summer while repairs were being
made to the roadway ’

It was explained to us by Board
Chairman Ken Mueller that; by
rule, the resolution cannot be
voted on during the same meet-
ing at which it was introduced.
Supervisor David Radermacher
then moved to suspend the rules
(seconded by Supervisor Kratz)
so that the resolution couid be
voted on this same day.

The = maneuver requires
approval of 2/3 of the members
bresent (19 votes). It failed by a
vote of 17 for and 11 against.
Chairman Mueller then sent the
matter down fo John B. Kohls
Highway Subcommittee for their
consideration and recommenda-
ton before returning it to the full
board for: consideration. John
Kohl simply held the matter in

committee  which practically '
insures that the speed limit will .

‘return to 55 mph on Nov. 30, 2000
without any full board action on
the resolution.

Please consider the rest of this
letter to be a response to John B.
Kohl's letter to the editor pub-
lished in the Nowv. 23 Times Press.

John, the highway is still a
two-lane road, one lane in each
direction, and school buses from
five different grade schools and
two high schools must step in
traffic to pick-up and release chil-
dren and the traffic in both direc-

tions must stop wh_erever this

happens. . T
The driveway to Friess Lake

School, when approached from -

the north, cannot be clearly seen
and ought to be classified as a
hidden driveway Without addi-
tional signs and/or flashing

lights, which have been suggest- .

ed but never received, this will

" leaving = that

again put anyone entering or
driveway ‘in
increased danger Slow moving,
sometimes  extra-wide, farm
machinery must travel atong this
road at times. o )

-There are three churches, a
fire house and many, many drive-
ways along this section of road-
way. People would be so much
safer at 45 mph. .

“And John, the difference in
lapsed time between 55 mph and
45 mph for 7.5 miles is only two
minutes. T

Some of our friends and neigh-
bors did vent their frustrations
by participating in a quiet peace-

ful demonstration on public prop--

erty in front of John Koh!'s home
on Saturday, Nov. 11. The demon-
stration lasted about one hour

and disbursed peacefully after

making their point. : _

John, you referred to this
demonstration in your letter and
noted that the state regulates

‘speed on state highways and the

County Board can do nothing
about it. You know full well that
we did not ask the County Board
to regulate the speed. We asked

them to pass a resolution asking

the state to consider the safety
issues involved before the State
increases the speed limit. You did
mention that people lving along
the highway definitely need con-
sideration different from those
who used the road to get to and
from their respective destina-
tions. »

Many citizens who use state
Highway 167 through your super-
visory district and those who use
state Highway 175 from Holy Hill
Road past your home and down

"Meeker Hill and all theway to

Highway Q through your super-
visory district notice that those
state Highways are both two-lane
roads and every inch of them are
posted at 45 mph. Perhaps you
and your study team can show us

. how state Highways 175 and 167

are different from state Highway
164 and.rate a lower speed limit.

Sincerely,

) Ray Cox
Town of Richfield

The Daily News, Thursday, October 26, 2000

——

YOURVIEWS

Keep Highway 164 at 45 mph -
The speed limit along much of Highway
164 in Washington County has been re-
duced to 45 miles per hour for the last sev-
eral months while the road bed was being
repaired. The state Department of Trans-
portation intends to resume the previous

-55 mph speed limit along this roadway

Nov. 30 when those repairs have been
completed. The interim speed limit has
made this road noticeably safer for all
who travel along it. Do -

Highway 164 in Washington County is
still a two lane road, no matter what plans
the DOT has for it in the future. ] have
asked the Washington County Board to
consider the conseguences of the in-
creased speed limit;

1. The slow moving, sometimes extra
wide, farm machinery that must use this
road will again be at increased risk.

2. The school buses from several grade
schools and two high schools that must
stop along the highway will again be at in--
creased risk. ' .

3. The school bus that was involved in
an accident on May 25 at the Hubertus
Road crossing with 18 children on board
(when 55 mph was still in effect) will

again be at that increased risk.

4. The asked for, but not received, signs

intended to slow traffic at Friess Lake
School’s entrance (driveway) will again
put school traffic at increased risk.

I have asked the Board of Supervisors to
address the issues involved and help keep

the speed limit down to 45 mph.
Raymond M. Cox

Town of Richfleid
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Bebe Radermacher holds a tomatiawk her grandiather loy

band David holds a tomahawk head, alsg found near the

ware fourst it & farm fighd,

1935 di:sc?:i)vel‘y'éontinues to generate interest

Highway 164 expansion plan shines spotlight on Native American burial ground

By JiLL BADZINSKI
Times Press Stajl

TOWN OF RICHFIELD -
Bebe Radermacher recounts the

story with ease and detaik: A fus-.

tered landowner knocks on the
door of her family’s feldstone
house in the Pleasant Hill settle-
memt. Her father rushes to join
him. When they return, they are
visibly shaken.

Neariy 63 years have passed
since the town of Richfieid resi-
dept witnessed the event, It
remalns vividly etched in her
mind.

Although the find had faded
from the collective conscletice,
interest is again being piqued as
the state  Department of
Transportation continues to
Eol ™ -

develop plans to convert Highway
164 into a four-lane highway, a few
hundred feet from the site.
Radermacher and her family
rented the farmhouse from Ben
Autenbacher, who was plowing a
field en Oct, 28, 1935. His tractor-
pulled plow uncovered a bone,
then another, and eventuaily gave
way lo a veritable collection of
skeletai remains. Fearing he had
uncovered viciims of 8 mass mur-
det. he called on Radermacher’s
father for sssistance and witness.
The two men attached a wagon
te the tractor. When they
returned, s bottom was filled
with skulls and bones, Bebe
Radermacher said,

“There wern all kinds of them,
all shapes, all sizes,” she sald.
“You knew they belonged to a lot

7 Badzinak¥ Tirms Prass siait

Tha Raderimachers have amassed a colieclion of Indian arrowheads
and tools from land in Pleasant Hill Abovs is a sample of their arow-
heads, lomzhawk heads and grinding sienes. The smaller armow-
heads wers used for birgs, the tomahawk was found In a tres by

Bebe Radarmacher's grandfather,

_ COMMUNITY FOCUS

of people of ali ages, even st feast
one child,”

Autenbacher promptly notified
Peputy Sherir RW
Laubenheimer of Richfield. As
word and rimor spread. throngs
of interested folks from through-
out Washington County and
beyond trekked to view the
remains,

“tack in those days, you would
hardly see anyvone on the road.”
Radermacher said, “Bul after the
hones were found, there were
lines of traffic just wanting to get
2 look ad the place.”

According to an Cct. 31, 1995
story in the West Bend News: "Me.
Aulenbacher's farm became a
mecca for souvenic hunters and
others interested for varlous rea-
sons, A number of residents of
this city made the trip to Mz
Aulenbacher’s farm and returned

- home with samples of the bones

found. One of the bones is on dis-
play at the News office.”

The  Mllwaukes Pabite
Museusn  and University of
Wisconsin-Madlson were calied
to investlgate: Within days, the
remains were delermined to be
those of at least 30 Native
Americans and the site was
deemed an Indlan buriat ground.

Over time, Interested waned,
The site was covered over and
oniy bits of farther fnvestiga-
tions were sporadically conduct.
ed. A small file detailing the find
ls catalogued as WT 105 in the
State Archaeologist Gifice. The
Milwaukee Public M has
e records on the site, but a rep-
resentative said due to the large
volume of archeological finds
during the 1930s, the musewn’s
records are not complete.

The 18302 were s time of
upheaval as the natlon was
wrought with the Pepreasion and

Jil BadzinskiTimas Bress stall

World War 1} aboul 1o begin.
Recont keeping would have been
far from 2 top priority

Because the sile was not sur-
veyed and cataloged, no one is
exactly sure how many other bod-
ies were buried or retnain buried
near the former farm. However
Bebe and husband  Pavid

" Radermacher possess #n impres.

sive  colection of  Native
American  artifacts  inciuding
arrowheads, tomahawk heads
a2nd grinding stones. Many were
collected by Bebe's father, who
would walk the field following a
rainstorm and gathered a can fult
of arrowheads, she said. They
have become treasured holdings
of the Radermachers, who visit
area schools o tell them of
Indian activity in their home.
towns.

"We want to keep the heritage
of the area alive,” said David
Radermacher, a retired educator
and county supervisor “If we
don't keep passing on these sto-
vies of local history, they will
eventually fade away There
aren't teo many of us left whocan
still tel] them.”

While Bebe Radermachers'
memory remains vivid, the burial
ground has not fared as well,
Some of the area, located nearthe
intersection of Highway 164 and
Pleasant Hill Road, remains sub.
stantially untouched, while other
parts have been plowed and grad-
ed and converted into & subdivi-
sion. No markers or maps of the
exact location of the find remain.

Departinent of Transporiation
profect engineer Brian Bleisner
said he wounid redraw the
Highway 164 widening proposal
to avold any burial grounds if
thelr exact location and contin.
ued existence were known,

"Ve jusi ‘fon’t even know what

nd buried in a tree hear the site of an Indkan burkal ground in Pleasant Hill, Her hys-
ateq. Bebe fived at the Ben Aulenbacher farm in 1835 when the bones of 30 indians

is out there or where il might be,”
he saikk

Not to be deterred. (he
Radermachers are convineed that
the surrounding grounds. whick
Inclugde # river spur and watering
holes. are also rich in Native
American history and coukd con-
tain other burial grounds, The
Radermiachers and  Richlield
Historical Society have dewny.
mined that Tive lribes occubied
the area at various limes. The
specilic tribal affilistion of the
found remnains has never been
determined, but David
Radermacher has alerted all five
to the potential existence of more
burial grounds.

While the burial grounds® exis-
tence has become politicized by
debate over the future of
Highway 154, the area’s next gen-
erations of residents will be well
served by the refocused attention,
regardless o1 the eventual out.
come of the controversial project,
sald David Radermacher an
opponent of the plan to widen the
former Highway J.

“Ta me, this is about heritage,”
he said. “You have to be careful
about destroying an area's hlslo-
vy because once it’s gone, there is
Ro getting it back,”

Bebe Radermacher said she
will continue to speak of het first-
hand knowiedge of the 1935 dls-
tovery as long as she Is pble
Initially, she concentrated on
passing the bit of local history on
to her children and grandehil-
dren. She greets renewed Interest
In the historic discovery with
enthustasm and vigor,

“It was $0 exciting when it first
hzppened and It 8 atill interest-
Ing to talk about now,” she sajd. I
have thought about these people
mmany times and I'm gind other
pevple are, too.
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Ermwboard cllmhe'ehoardﬂ

_in opposition of . . -

-

nghway 164 prOJect

[mpact on feeder
‘roads worries,

town, chazrman ‘
By JILL BADZENSKI SRR

Daily News Staff ", s ! : ;
v Ty MWe are asking for a slower, !

safer, more nelghbarhood friendly, ; ;

Ty

r
" Although’ H1ghway 164 dues not

" run through the town of Erin, town

board members have taken a stance
against the state Department of

" Transpeortation’s plan to widen the
-roadway to four lanes. R

-.The -town board on Monday
unanimously . approved .a ‘resolu-
tion:opposing the project, after

- being. approached by the Stop
Unnecessary Road Expansion

(SURE) group. SURE -meibers
have- attended several Erin
meetings. -~ - - i

“Even though 164 s two miles

.away, it still has an 1mpact on the

town by the traffic it will bring,”
said town chairman Frank

Volpintesta. .

-“0Once. you. start . a main
thoroughfare .like that,: the. next

" step is to feed it with arterial and

secondary. ‘roads and -improve-

ments (The DOT) will be lnoking at s

T

e

-Highway Q, 167 and K next; all of -
; those are roads that will feed into

4 164,™Volpintesta said. -

The resolutlon,” whiéh was |

L "‘approved by - the Richfield Town .

Board in .1999, asks the DOT to
" instead improve Highway 164 as a |,
two-lane roadway by adding turn -+
lanes and lower speed limits.- :

two-lane Highway 164,” Gonyo said.

““We think this 1S a model that
would better serve the comum-. |
pities that border the roe_ld as weﬂ :

as the whole region.”;
"The group asked the town of Erin
to consider the resolution to show ;

regional support for the SURE plan
‘Gonyo said.

““"The key is for the tuwns v111ages

- and counties that would be affected ',
'by this project to work together to :
form a community,” he sald. “The -

way our legislators and DOT 1s
going to know these plans should be |

.changed ls if these 'communities '
.work together to say they don t like
the current plan.” -

‘SURE members are currentlyl

~working with city of Pewaukee:
.officlals-to secure passage of au
 similar resolution, Gonyo sald. -

Please see HIGHWAY 164/A6§
L a7 |.‘__l. BT R i

"

'

,g.:
, ._.\,

Pt

The DOT pians to widen nghway w proposed expansu?n of Highway 164

164 from nghway 69 in Slinger to
Interstate-94 in Waukesha. The
project is expected to be coinpleted
in the next 20 years.

Inan application to have the town
of Erin designated as one of Scenic
America’s 2000 “Last Chance

.Landscapes,” town chairman
Frank Volpintesta said Erin's rural
character is threatened by the

through neighboring Richfield, as
well as by urban sprawl and the
“inability of town government in
the state of Wisconsin to defeat
efforts of neighboring cities and
villages {o annex town lands and at
the sane time the inability of towns
the szze of Erin to incorporate on its

own” in order to preserve its.

boarders.

Highway 164: Erin town board takes stand

The town of Erin was chusen as’
oneof 10 commumtles inthe Uniled
States to receive the designation.-
Scenic America is a. national,
nenprofit organization based in.
Washington, D.C., whose mission is
to preserve natural beauty and
distinctive community character.

Daily News Stuff writer Gay

' Gnesbach contributed to this story.

'!
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{OURVIEWS -
DOT’s proposed
Ackerville
bridge project
a ‘boondoggle’

he following Is a detalled discus-
' I lslun about the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Transportation's (Wis-

DOT) Ackerville bridge and road
widening project (in the town of Polk)
which is scheduled to begin in the year
2002, The Ackerville bridge project Is the
first phase of the WisDOT's overall plan to
convert Highway 164 (formerly County
Highway J) into a 300-foot wide, four-lane
divided superhighway.

This $11 million, taxpayer-funded boon-
doggle wili be three-quarters of a mile
long and four {anes wide, making it one of
the largest bridges ever bullt in southeast-
ern Wisconsin. To accommedate the enor-
mous size of this proposed bridge, the
WisDOT plans to demolish at least four
homes and purchase up to 45 additional
properties. Area residents, elected off}-
clals and talk radio hosts have Justifiably
referred to it as “The Bridge to Nowhere,”
and “The Hoan Bridge's Little Brother.”

Once this bridge project is completed,
there will be no direct access from High-
way 164 to Sherman Road, Highway 175 or
into Ackerville. The proposed bridge will
have no “on” or “off” ramps. To get Into
Ackerville, motorists would have to first
drive up to Slinger using Highway 60 and
then Highway 175 (which Is a four-mlle
long, circuitous route): Ackervijle (a his-
torlc community dating back to the 1850s)
and the many long-time businesses there-
in wili be negatively impacted by this lack
of direct access.

The safety and traffic flow problems in
the Ackerville area could be easily cor-
rected with the following simple rail and
roadway modifications:

1. Realign the Highway 164-175 intersec-
tion (currently skewed at 43 degrees) so
that the two roads mest at perfect right

es.
ag.nghave down and reduce the steep in.
cline of the Highway 175 hill going down
towards Ackerville. :

3. Install a traffic light and turn lanes at
the Highway 164/175 Intersection near
Ackervilie,

4. Erect a double set of safety gates at

YNAY 164 train tracks o prevent

*thy
uthre efit% o
.' nn}fﬁ WE A b ko
" wolld'disctutkes totorists from 1o
:It:a;‘ the trains” as they approach the -
cks, . . .

- 5. Aggressively enforce the laws prohib.
iting train operators from blocking High-
way 184 and other roads for long periods
of time. '

All of these simple safety Improvements
could be done immediately at a mere frac.
tion of the $11 million cost the WisDOT
wants to spend to destroy the entlre area,
Why not do these things when they are;
Easy to implement, highly effective In
saving lves and preventing future Inju-
ries, far less intrusive on the area home-
owners, small businesses and commu-
nitles, and very cost-effective and flscally

prudent for taxpayers?

If traffic backups persist after all of the
above steps are taken, then the raliroad
company should be required to elther re-
move its switching station or bulld a
bridge (at its own expense) to ralse the
train tracks over the exlsting two-lane
roadway (a far less intrusive alternative),
An excellent example of this type of rail-
ig'?d Overpass can be found on Highway

Washington County Supervisors David
Radermacher and Robert Kratz (who rep-
resent the Highway 164 residents in: this
area) are to be commended for thelr vigor-
323 gg.pgmolgnt: the WisDO'I;sbseriously-

Wi ur- highway and bridge pro- .
Jects. Both Radermacher and Kratz be-
lieve that the WisDOT's proposed Acker-
viile bridge 1s a ridiculous waste of
taxpayer doliars end have also empha-
8ized that converting Highway 1684 into a
major, four-lane thoroughfare wouid be
economically and environmentally devas-
tating to our beautifui, scenic Washington
County. We applaud both Supervisors Ra-
dermacher and Kratz for courageously
supporﬂ‘xg! the people on this &ry crucial
matter, and we strongly urge the other
Washington County supervisors tojoin

planning manager at 262-548-5002 and
volce your strong opposition to the Wis-
DOT's preposterous bridge and four-lane

highway projects.
Joffrey M. Gonyo
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- portation should fix the roads

‘tiful Kettle Moraine area with

MDHNING MAII.
AGKERWLLE BHIBGE
Less.—;_l_;truswe
alternative needed
I wholeheartedly agree with
Brett Hulsey's statement in the

Dec. 17 Journal Sentinel that the
Wisconsin Department of Frans-

and bridges that we already have
instead of building new ones.

‘Under Gov. Tommy Thomp-
son’s 14-year administration, the
DOT has been on a wild spending
spree with our tax dollars, de-
stroying our beautiful Wisconsin -
landscapes with divided, four-
lane syperhighways and ugly, gi-
gantic bridges which are neither
needed nor wanted by the people.

An excellent example of the
DOT’s waste of our tax dollars is
its proposal to construct an $11
miilion, three-guarter-mile long,
four-ane wide bridge over Ack-
erville (a small, historic commu-
nity in southern Washmgton
County).

Many area residents have la-
beled this ridiculous DOT project
as “The Bridge to Nowhere™ and
“The Hoan Bridge's Little Broth-
er” because it also “dead ends”
— in this ease, up at Highway 60.

Instead of desiroying our beau-

this massive bridge, a more fis-
caily responsible, less-intrusive
solution to the safety concerns in
Ackerville would be to immedi-
ately: 1) Erect gates at the rail-
road crossing, 2) Straighten out
the Highway 164/175 intersection
{including turn lanes and a traf
fic light), 3) Shave down two
steep hills and 4) Improve the
road pavement and shoulders on
Lovers Lane.

y can’t the DOT adopt thls
very'sensible alternative and
then, use the money saved here
for the further maintenance of
our existifig roads and bridges?

Jeffrey M, Gonyo
Town of Palk

‘Highway J Citizens Group



2668 Hwy. 164
Slinger, W! 53086
January 10, 2001

Rodney W. Kreunen, Commissioner of Railroads
Office of the Commissioner of Railroads

P.O. Box 8968

Madison, Wl 53708-8968

RE: Request for an Official Public Hearing on the WisDOT's Ackerville Bridge Project.

Dear Mr. Kreunen:

I am writing this letter to request that the Office of the Commissioner of Railroads
immediately conduct an official public hearing concerning the Wisconsin Department
of Transportation's Ackerville Bridge Project on State Highway 164 in Washington
County (which is scheduled to begin in less than two years from now).

| strongly believe that such a public hearing is necessary to demonstrate that the
WisDOT's proposed $11 million bridge over Ackervilie is totally unnecessary and that ,
there are more fiscally-prudent, less intrusive alternatives available to address the safety
concerns of this area. In the paragraphs below, | will provide you with a brief overview
of this highly-controversial WisDOT project and our citizen-backed alternatives.

The Ackerville Bridge Project is the first phase of the WisDOT's overall plan to
convert the 22-mile long, Highway J/164/Lovers Lane Road corridor into a divided, four-
lane superhighway. This "$11 million dollar boondoggle” will be 3/4 mile long and
ultimately four-lanes wide, making it the fifth largest bridge to be constructed in
Wisconsin over the next five years (you will need a good strong pair of binocuiars to see
across the entire bridge span from hilitop to hilltop).

At least four homes will be destroyed and 45 additional properties will have to be
purchased to accommodate the enormous size of the bridge and new four-iane road
width. Upon compietion of this massive bridge, there will be no direct access from
Highway 164 into the historic community of Ackerville or to the long-established, family-
owned, small businesses located therein. That's because this bridge will have no exit

ramps!

The safety and traffic flow problems in the Ackerville area could be easily
corrected by: 1) Realigning the Highway 164/175 intersection and then adding turn
lanes and a traffic light at this intersection, 2) Shaving down the two steep hills which go
down into the Highway 164/175 intersection, 3) Improving the road pavement and
adding shoulders to Lovers Lane Road, and 4) Installing a set of interlocking safety
gates at the Highway 164 railroad crossing. If the gates do not solve the safety
problems at the Highway 164 railroad crossing, a railroad overpass with the road
passing underneath would be far less intrusive than the WisDOT's proposed 3/4 mile
long road bridge.



All of these simple and effective safety improvements could be done immediately
at a mere fraction of the estimated $11 million cost that the WisDOT wants to spend on
its ridiculous Ackerville Bridge Project. Why not do these things when they are: 1) easy
to implement, 2) highly-effective in saving lives and preventing future injuries, 3) far less
intrusive on the area homeowners, small businesses and communities, and 4) very cost
effective and fiscally-prudent for taxpayers? '

In a March 2, 1999 Milwaukee Journal Sentine] articie (copy enclosed), John
Shaw of the WisDOT stated that spending $100,000 for crossing gates would be too
expensive for his department, yet, in the same breath, he defends spending nearly $11
million to build a massive bridge which is neither needed nor wanted by the people. This
is a clear example of the WisDOT being "penny wise and dollar foolish."

In another series of recent articies (copies also enclosed), the WisDOT was
caught diverting $13 million of federal money (which was intended to fix 130 raiiroad
crossings with lights and gates) into just three bridge projects. This again shows that
the WisDOT is more interested in building grandiose bridge projects instead of
protecting the health and safety of as many motorists as possible with gates at railroad
crossings. Whose interests are really being served here when the WisDOT engages in

this outrageous conduct?

The WisDOT has repeatedly refused to consider the reasonable safety
improvement alternatives for the Ackerville area which have been proposed by the
people. Because the WisDOT has ignored our concerns here, we are requesting that
the Office of the Commiissioner of Railroads conduct an official public hearing on this
very important matter. We would like the public hearing to be held in the Ackerville or
Slinger area so the many affected residenis who live there can attend and participate.

| have enclosed some highly-relevant documents, maps, news articles and
photographs on the Ackerville Bridge Project which should help you prepare for this
requested public hearing. We would also like to invite you out to the Ackerville area so
we can show you firsthand what our concerns are.

If you need more information on this matter, please contact either me at (262)-
644-8334 or our group's attorney, ED GARVEY at (608)-256-1003. Thank you for your
anticipated cooperation, and we look forward to hearing from you very soon.

Sincerely,

L —

Jeffrey M. Gonyo,

Town of Polk Central Committee member
for S.U.R.E. (Stop Unnecessary Road
Expansion)

Phone: (262)-644-8334

Enclosures
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david Rademacher
1 County: Sﬂperwsor

4 _-_8-'Pleasant Iri;il Road

‘lama patimlaglst' at Cemmumty Memonal Hospltai in- Menamonee Falis I have been

- | _ workmg thefe for the past three years Durmg that tlme I have often commented to L
o .'.-.;--myseif and my. colleagues that, for a small. eommumty praetxce we seem to sée more than SHE
- our share of aggresswe and unusual cancers occuiring in the young adult popuiatmn '

S _"Smce ﬁlere is a great deal of's

ientific evidence: linking cancer. with envxronmenlai

| o carcmogens ‘T'was qulte cencerned 1o dxseover that there is a toxic wasle landfill in the
- -.{-___Town of Polk in ‘Washington County It is my understanding that this landfill'is in eiese .
- proximity to a proposed bridge construction project by the Wisconisin: Department of '

s {Transpoﬁatton and that the g{ound water has been contammated in tlus area.

T have recently rev1ewed cancer statlstlcs from the Siate of Wlscensm for the years 1980- i
- 1997 The zip code which encompasses the Ackerville area, where the landfill is located,
~has reported more: than twice the number of cancers durm;, 1 this time perm(i than its

L nearest nelghbor to the seuth (351 cases versus 147 cases) In addltmn there has been

: approxunately four times the number of deaths by cancer in this area for the penod 1989-

A 1997 1 am:in the precess of compiimg more recent cancer statsstles for thts area.

o In the face of these compeilmg s{at;stzcs I am requestmg your support ofa full

o env1romnemal impact study by the Environmental Protection Agency, with the ultimate
 goal of a full-scale clean-up of this site. 1 feel the health and well being of our -

comumnunity is at stake. Please contact me at (262) 532-3254 with any questions that may

~arise.

Sincerely,

%W\{. & Cuuﬂwzufh MD
eanne E. Hryciuk, M.D.



To Our Elected Officials,.

You will be heating more from the residents of Birmamwood Subdivision that oppose
not only the four lane highway, but more importanily, the proposed bridge.

I have great concern about the pollution in the fwo dumps in Akerville in the fown of
Polk. | feel it is crutial fo0 do an environmental impact study on this area before

any decision is made to disturb the soil in this area. There are known carcinogens in
the dumps and ground water. The construction of the bridge pilings will be an
avenve for the pollution fo travel by and contaminate further area wells and

ground water.

My neighbor and | have lost our dogs fo cancer. | intend {0 ensure that my
children aren’t growing up drinking polluted water. This is a public safety concem
for all people living in this area. | hope it concerns all of you!

Sincerely,

Karen and Paul Williams
3568 Birnarawood Dr.
Slinger

and

Jean and Clarence Zastrow

3686 Bitnamwood Dr.
Slinger



2668 Hwy. 164
Slinger, Wi 53086
June 26, 2000

State Senator Alberta Darling,
Wisconsin State Senate
State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, Wi 53707-7882

RE: Ackerville Bridge/lLovers Lane Road Reconstruction Project -- Necessity for an
Environmental impact Statement (EIS) Before Any Land Acqguisition or
Construction Begins in this Area.

Dear Senator Darling:

| spoke with Andy of your office today and toid him about our citizens group's
strong objections to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation's (WisDOT) land
acquisition plans related to its Ackerville Bridge/Lovers Lane Road Reconstruction
Project (hereinafter referred to as the Ackerville Bridge Project). On behalf of the many
affected residents in the Ackerville area, we are asking that you tell the WisDOT to
immediately cease its land acquisition plans until after a comprehensive and thorough
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is done for this massive road and bridge project.

The WisDOT has improperly segmented the Ackerville Bridge Project from the
rest of the STH 164 four-lane expansion project to avoid the preparation of a federally—
mandated EIS. The Ackerville Bridge and STH 164 projects are parts of the same
overall, four-lane expansion proposal for the STH 164 corridor from Interstate 94 in
Waukesha County to STH 60 in Washington County (as discussed in the Regional
Transportation System Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin: 2020, endorsed by the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission).

The STH 164 project ends at a hilitop just south of Ackerville where the only
place to turn is into a private driveway. This is an illogical ending point for this project
because motorists traveling along STH 164 are not going to finish their trips at this
location -- but are going to naturally continue until they reach STH 60. Therefore,
common sense dictates that the STH 164 corridor study must be extended northward to
STH 60 (one of the natural beginning and ending points for a road trip along this
corridor). Based upon this criteria, as set forth by the Council for Environmental Quality,
the Ackerville Bridge and STH 164 projects both require the preparation of an EIS.

By itself, the Ackerville Bridge Project requires an EIS under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) because:

1) The health and safety concerns of area residents and smal buéiness
owners related to two large toxic waste landfills which are believed to be
leaking trichloroethylene and other cancer-causing chemicals into the
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groundwater (which is flowing directly toward the Highway 164 roadbed
where the WisDOT plans to excavate soil and drive pilings into and below
this groundwater table).

2) At least two historic homes in this area will be destroyed as a result of this
construction. One of these historic sites consists of farmhouse and barn
located at the top of the hill on Highway 164 just south of Ackerville (3153 &
3125 Hwy. 164). These two buildings were the first structures to be built in
the Ackerville area and still remain fully intact today. The other historic site is
a "Civil War Era" home and guesthouse (three buildings) which is located at
3275 Hwy. 164. The National and Wisconsin Trusts for Historic Preservation
have recently informed me that both of these sites may qualify as federally-
registered historical landmarks (which would prevent the WisDOT from either
moving or destroying them). .

3) At least three Native American Tribes (the Ho Chunk, Menominee and
Potawatomi) have recently written letters to WisDOT stating that they are
strongly opposed to the WisDOT's Ackerville Bridge Project because its
construction could potentially disturb the remains of their ancestral
settlements which existed in the Ackerville area prior to Wisconsin statehood.

4) The safety and traffic flow problems in the Ackerville area can be easily
corrected by implementing road and rail reconstruction alternatives which are
both far less intrusive on this area's homeowners, small businesses and
environment and more cost effective and fiscally-prudent for taxpayers.

Despite these serious concerns, the WisDOT has refused to prepare a federally-
mandated Environmental impact Statement (EIS) for the Ackerville Bridge Project (even
though this agency has already agreed to prepare one for the rest of the Highway 164
roadway down to I-94). As of this date, the WisDOT has only done a very cursory
Environmental Assessment (EA) which has not even considered the above specified
items. Why is the WisDOT so reluctant to do an EIS for the Ackerville Bridge Project?
Is the WisDOT afraid that it will find some serious environmental, historical, cultural and
archaeological problems near Ackerville which will put its $11 million bridge project in
jeopardy?

Both Washington County Supervisors Robert Kratz and David Radermacher (who
represent the citizens of the Ackerville area) strongly believe that the WisDOT shouid
immediately begin the preparation of an EIS for the Ackerville Bridge Project. Also, at its
next meeting in July, the Washington County Health and Aging Commitiee will be
considering a resolution (supported by the citizens along with Supervisors Kratz and
Radermacher) requesting that the WisDOT prepare an EIS for its Ackerville Bridge
Project before any land acquisition or road construction work begins in this area.

As our duly-elected state senator, we are again requesting that you tell the
WisDOT to immediately cease its land acquisition plans until after a comprehensive
and thorough Environmental impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared for the
Ackerville Bridge/Lovers Lane Road Reconstruction Project. | have enclosed several
relevant documents with this letter which should assist you in this important effort.

2



If have any questions or need more information about these issues, please do not
hesitate to call me at (262)-644-8334 or you can write to me at the above address.
Thank you for your interest and concemn with respect to this very serious matter.

Sincerely,

Wl "

Jeffrey M. Gonyo,
Town of Polk Central Committee member

for the Highway J Citizens Group, U.A.
Phone: (262)-644-8334
E-Mail: jmgonyo@execpc.com

Enclosures



TO: State Senator Mary Panzer, State Senate Candidate Dale Koski, State
Representative Mickey Lehman, and U.S. Senate Candidate John Gillespie.

FROM: Jeffrey M. Gonyo, Town of Polk Central Committee Member for S.U.R.E.
(Stop Unnecessary Road Expansion), 2668 Hwy. 164, Slinger, Wi 53086
Phone: (262)-644-8334, E-Mail: jmgonyo@execpc.com.

DATE: October 6, 2000

RE: Information on Fiagrant Abuses Inflicted Upon Area Citizens by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT).

Dear Sen. Panzer, Mr. Koski, Rep. Lehman and Mr. Gillespie:

Last year, the Wisconsin Depariment of Transportation (WisDOT) announced that it
was planning to convert State Highway 164 (formerly known as County Highway J) into a
four-lane, divided superhighway, beginning at interstate 94 in Waukesha County and
running approximately 22-miles northward up to State Highway 60 in Washington County
(maps enclosed). This massive highway project (including the Ackerviile Bridge portion)
will be federally-funded which means that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has
been directly invoived in the approval of the proposed construction process.

The Ackerville Bridge Project (scheduled to begin in 2002) is the first phase of the
WisDOT's massive expansion plans for Highway 164. This phase is the most controversial
of all because the proposed $11 million, 3/4 mile long, four-lane wide bridge will be
constructed over an area which has been contaminated by two nearby toxic waste landfills.
These two landfills are currently leaking several cancer-causing substances
(Trichloroethylene, Arsenic, Barium, Benzene, Ethylbenzene, Zylene, Toluene, Methyl
Chloride, 2-Butanone, Chloroethane, 1,2-Dichloroethane, 1,2-Dichioropropane and
Tetrahydrofuran just to name a few) into the shallow groundwater which is flowing directly
toward the Highway 164 roadbed where the WisDOT plans to excavate soil and drive
pilings into and below this groundwater table. Despite this fact, the WisDOT has refused to
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (E1S) for the Ackerville Bridge Project, and the
FHWA's division office in Madison has "rubber-stamped” the WisDOT's shameful decision
in this matter.

To stop this Ackerville Bridge Project from being constructed, 1 filed a citizens
petition (copies enclosed) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in Chicago
to have these two landfills declared Superfund sites and also filed an appeal with the
FHWA's regional office in Olympia Fieids, IL. The EPA s currently investigating this
matter, but the FHWA has refused to change its prior decision not to require the
preparation of a comprehensive EIS for the Ackerville Bridge Project. The FHWA refuses
to take action to protect the health and safety of the area residents along with the
environment because, in 1998, this federal agency was reorganized to eliminate the
regional offices authority to overturn decisions made by FHWA division offices.

The WisDOT's bridge and road expansion projects will be economically and
environmentally devastating to our beautiful, scenic Kettle Moraine area. Other more

1



fiscally-prudent, neighborhood-friendly options are readily available {o solve the region's
traffic congestion problems, but the WisDOT is ignoring these reasonable alternatives.
The WisDOT's highway expansion plans will irreparably destroy our health (because of the
additional air, land, noise and water pollution), hundreds of homes, dozens of third and
fourth-generation family farms, schools, churches, historic communities (such as Ackerville
and Pleasant Hill which were built prior to Wisconsin statehood), cultural/archaeological
sites (such as several Native American burial and settlement sites), the environment
(including the over eight miles of wetlands, floodplains, and environmental corridors which
several identifiable endangered species now live) and our overall quality of life.

As elected officials and candidates for elective office, we must insist that you all
officially and publicly go on record before election day calling for a comprehensive
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Ackerville Bridge Project which will fully
assess the chemical pollutants coming out of the two nearby landfills and thoroughly
consider the heaith, safety and environmental impacts of all reasonable road and rail
reconstruction alternatives in great depth, as required by the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and WisDOT's Facility Development Manual (FDM). :

Also, we further insist that all of you publicly teil both the FHWA and WisDOT to
immediately abandon its four-lane expansion plans for the entire Highway J/164/Lovers
Lane Road corridor and then adopt a safer, more fiscally-responsible, neighborhood-
friendly, improved, two-lane road alternative modeled after Highway 167 in the Town of
Richfield (the details of which are specified in the attached documents).

We, the Central Gommittee of S.U.R.E. (our citizens group) would like to give each
of you a personal tour of the 22-mile long area in Waukesha and Washington Counties
which the WisDOT and FHWA want to destroy with their muilti-million dollar Ackerville
Bridge and four-lane expansion projects (which are neither needed nor wanted by the
area's thousands of voting residents). To arrange for such a tour, please either give me a
call at (262)-644-8334 or e-mail me at: jmgonyo@execpc.com.

. Thank you for anticipated interest and cooperation in this very important matter. We
look forward to hearing from you before election day.

Sincerely,

QYW} L/[/i/i’q,mv/ B

Jeffrey M. Gonyo,
Town of Polk Central Committee member for
S.U.R.E. (Stop Unnecessary Road Expansion).

Enclosures

P.S. Our citizens group hired well-known attorney and 1998 Wisconsin gubernatorial
candidate, Ed Garvey to help us defeat the WisDOT and FHWA. If you would like more
information on these road and bridge projects, you can also call Ed Garvey at (608)-256-
1003 or e-mail him at GarveyLAW@aol.com.
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