April 5, 2001

I am a lifelong resident of Kingsford, Michigan, just across the border
from Niagara, Wisconsin. | student taught in Niagara in 1975, and was
honored to be offered a position there in 1981. My 21 years with the
Niagara Public Schools have been most fulfilling.

When | first had my own children, | used to think how nice it would be if
they could attend a school like Niagara -- where teachers truly care,
quality courses are offered, small class size is a priority, and the total
school population is small enough that every student is sure to be
recognized for whatever talents he/she might have.

For all these reasons, Niagara was the area's “school of choice”. | say
“was” not because the teachers have changed, or talents are no longer
recognized -- but because, thanks to inadequate state funding, we are
losing our ability to keep class size small and provide course offerings
necessary for our students to move on to continue their education and/or
be adequately prepared for the job market.

.- My own children are currently attending school where we still live, in

Kingsford. | have found that the teachers at my children's school do
seem to care, countless quality courses are offered, small class size is (so
far) a priority, but, the large school population is such that pot every
student is recognized for the talents he/she might have.

My fear is that, as Niagara's students advance to higher grade levels,
where needed courses are no longer available, parents will be forced to
make difficult decisions in order to find other places, like Kingsford, in
which to educate their children. Niagara, “school of choice”, with
teachers who truly care and where every student is sure to be recognized
for whatever talents he/she might have, will no longer exist. The future
of all of Wisconsin's precious small schools is in your hands.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mrs. Joy A. Nasi  Niagara First Grade



Wisconsin Legislature's Joint Committee on Finance
Thursday, April §, 2001
Dear Committee Members,

My name is Benetta Phare. | teach in Niagara, Wisconsin for the Niagara Public Schools. | am the Reading
Specialist, Title 1 Teacher at the elementary school, and the seventh grade Family and Consumer
Education Teacher at the middle school. | would like to encourage you to remove the revenue cap that is
currently restricting the budgets of our public schools in Wisconsin. These restrictions have affected my
Title One Program, the seventh through twelfth grade Family and Consumer Education Program, the
extra teacher for smaller class sizes, and the implementation of new programs.

We, at Niagara, have spent hours to comply and institute all of the standards set forth by the state and
federal governments. We have coordinated our curriculum to the state standards to provide the best
education possible for our students. Yet, there is still little regard for our public school when it comes to
having the funds fo purchase the necessary equipment, academic materials, and the teaching staff to
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implement the programs to fulfill the state standards. Why? Be

Since 1995, cuts.in our district have continued on a yearly basis. My Title One aide was cut three years
ago. ‘This cut caused me to drop three very successful reading programs for my students, due to the fact
that my time must be spent heiping ait of the twenty-seven plus students | see during the moming. | have
a combined - inclusion and pull out program in order to meet the needs of my students. Without the help
of my Title One Aide, | spend most of my free time doing paper work. Many days | do not have any breaks
at-all. While her position was cut, the needs and the number of students | see has not. Why did | loose
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1999, during the afternoon, | was working with the seventh and eighth graders in the middie school with
reading, study skills, and learning styles. At the end of first semester, the middie and high school Family
and Consumer Education Teacher retired and her position was not filled. At this time,  the  FACE. -
position was added 1o my teaching position to maintain-a rotation for extra curricular scheduling purposes.
I tried to give the students a hands on experience in career planning, budgeting their money, home
designing and decoration, family problem solving, cooking and party planning, and sewing through a
family grouping program. The students need fo learn these valuabie life skills. Looking at society in
general, we can see that the students need these valuable skills but they need 10 be able to take this
F.A.C.E. class from seventh through twelfth grade from a certified teacher. _The only qualifications | have
in this area are those of being a mother, housewife, grandmother, and a teacher. I'try to do the best | can
this program needs 1o be reinstated. s the F.A.C.E program gone? Because of the
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While evaluating our third grade testing results in the 1990’s, the elementary teachers decided to
research reading programs statewide as well as in Michigan. After extensive investigation, as a
professional staff we decided on a reading series that was based on the reading recovery program,
incorporated the Story Lords reading strategies, had an interdisciplinary literature based thematic and
writing program, and a phonetic component. Looking at current reading research, the district also felt it
was in the best interest of the students to begin an extra elementary class to keep the class sizes small.
The district has tried fo make this a priority o provide more one on one teacher contact. Since we
instituted smaller class sizes, we have seen an increase in our third grade test scores, maintaining a
district average that has been above the state average since 1995. This year, due to the revenue cap, we
will be loosing the teacher who has provided the elementary school with the extra classroom to keep our
class sizes small, Restr] : p State Cap on Put
Education]
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We looked at the Accelerated Reading Program to help as many students a possible within the school
setting. With the support of the teachers, the district, and the elementary parent group we decided to
impiement this program. | was using “Beanie Reading Pals" as an incentive in my Monthly Title One
Reading Program. However, there were no funds avaitable for the Accelerated Reading program. With the
help of many of the parents of the school district, the community, and some senior citizens, we were able
to make and self enough “Beanie Reading Pals” at $5.00 each to raise the needed $3000 plus dollars to
purchase the program for the elementary, middie, and high school. With the help of the Library aide who
runs the elementary library, parents, and high school tutors, we have been able to go through a thousand
plus books in our library this year and customize reading test disks to the books we already have. These
disks were purchased with some funds we received from the Goals 2000 moneys. However, the majority
of the test disks have been purchased with funds that have béen made from the continuing production of
our “Beanie Reading Pals” and the dedication of our parents providing food for our bake sales. The
Accelerated Reading program has been very successful. However, it seems unfair that these same
parents have to provide baked products, their time to make the items, and send money with their children
o purchase these same items back i iﬂ ordar to lmpiem&nt and maintain a readmg program for their chlldren
and the dlstrict’s stucienis ) : _ J

i beiseve that parents need to be mvoivad in programs. vmthm the school.and in their children’s lives. | aiso
believe that it takes a community to raise a child. That is not more evident than in the Niagara Public
Schools. We are a small community and the school is the hub of the community. ' !t is utiized by
community student and adult groups, sporting events, the Destination Imagination groups, the senior
citizens, the business' in the area, to host exira curricular activities, community events, the regional
science fair, an exiension facility for State Universities, and for the community walking program. The
“Niagara Public Schools® are the students, the parents, the families, and the community of Niagara. The
families of Niagara deserve 1o have a quality education for their students, One that will enable them to be
livelong competitive learners and contributing members of society. While the Families of Niagara are doing
their part, the state continues 1o take these same parents tax do!iars for educanon andin retum g;ve only a
small portxon bae:k fo their school. )

Respectfully submitted by,

P, Brerte Pdare

Mrs. Benstta Phare

Reading Specialist

Title | Teacher

Seventh Grade Family and Consumer Education Teacher
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April 4, 2001

Steve Godfrey
1007 Scott Street
Niagara, W1 54151

Hi,

I graduated from Niagara High School in 1998. After attending college at the University of
Wisconsin for three years, | have come to realize the importance of the advanced classes 1 took while in
high school. Calculus, advanced chemistry and advanced biology were each extremely valuable and
critical to my success in college. 1f 1 had not taken high school calculus, I may have struggled with the
college calculus courses. Instead of understanding the details and mastering the subject, I would have
been struggling with the basics of calculus. Most students enrolled in college calculus courses have
been previously introduced to the subject. Those students seeing calculus for the first time in college
have a difficult time competing in courses where there is a curve based grading scale. The advanced
chemistry class I took in high school was also very important during my college career. The analytical
chemistry course Ltook in coiiegf: reqmred knewledgﬁ of Iab techniques and procedures critical to
-.--obtammg ()ptimai produﬁts T£T had ot been introduced to some of these techmques in high schoa! 1
would have been at a severe disadvantage to my college classmates. Finally, the advanced biology
course I took in high school was important in introducing my to the basics of human and animal
anatomy. This knowledge has been useful in a number of college courses including biology and
physiology.

I strongly feel that these advanced high school classes must continue in the smaller schools of
Wisconsin. Not only do they help students prepare for and test into college, but also they are necessary
to the success that students hope to obtain. Without these courses, the tough competition students face
when applying to medical or pharmacy schools will become even greater as they find themselves less
prepared than their competition. 1If these advanced programs are cut, smaller high schools are no longer
providing their students with the same opportunity as provided by larger high schools. It is critical that

all schools retain their advanced classes to prepare students for the intense competition they will receive

after high school.



April 5, 2001

Dawn Godfrey
1007 Scoft Street
Niagara, Wl 54151

Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee:

| am a resident of Niagara and I'm alsc employed by Niagara Public Schools as part.
of their support staff.

Every student deserves a good education, which should include advanced classes for
students going on to college. They need these classes to stay competitive with other
students. Also a variety of electives are needed for students who are not sure what {o
do or what field of study to go into when they graduate from high school. They need to

- experience a variety of classes go give them an idea on what to pursue for their future, -

The school is basically the backbone of a community. Once the school is weakened
by cutting courses, having larger class sizes, books in bad condition and outdated,
efc. All of this is affecting the growth in our community. Potential buyers for homes
are passing Niagara by for the two larger towns of tron Mountain & Kingsford
Michigan, just minutes away. They offer schools with a far superior choice of
electives. Parents want the best education for their children and they will move and
live in the communities with the best schools. Please help us to make Niagara
‘Schools a school where patents would want their children to attend.

Thank you

i it

Dawn Godfrey



My name is Lois A. Chartier, 433 Lincoln Ave, Niagara, Wisconsin. [ am
representing Niagara School System.

I'am a grandmother of six grandchildren, all of school age. I have two in the
Niagara School System. The granddaughter is a honor student as a sophomore. 1t would
be a shame if she couldn’t continue to get the courses she needs to be ready, willing and
able to attend the college she wants when the time comes.

My grandson, seventh grade, is (ADHD) Attention Deficit Hyperactive. School is
a challenge to him everyday. If schools do not have enough funding from the state, fower
and fewer children with his condition will be identified at an early age. Children like this
will become frustrated, punished for things they cannot help, drop out of school
discouraged and angry. I've been told that the prisons are full of these kinds of kids.

Money not spent now, will have to be spent later, if this kind of child 1S not
properly diagnosed and given the proper attention as they go through the system.

- "My grandson neﬁeés. a great schiool to kc.i.ejé hzmon track so he will become a
productfve cit;zen and not a liability of the state.

Money Spent On Schoofs 1s Never Money Miss-spent!

Thank you.




My name is Dennis L. Chartier, 433 Lincoln Ave. . Niagara, Wisconsin, [ am
representing Niagara School System. I am a grandfather with two grandchildren in the
system presently.

The Niagara School'System was highly rated for years and years. [ graduated
from Niagara High School 47 years ago. When people come to work at the paper mill
here, they have a choice to live in Michigan or Wisconsin as Niagara is situated on the
Border. The reason they very often pick Niagara is for the fine school system we have
always had here in Niagara. Niagara’s system, though small, has produced many
prominent people, doctors, lawyers, business leaders, a two star general in the Air Force
and many other successful professionals. There has always been pride in our school
system.

It would be detrimental to the students, the school, and the community if there
was not enough fundmg to continue and improve the Niagara School System and all the

others in the State of WiSCOﬁSm

Good Schools Are Always Worth The Price!

Thank you.



My name is Jim Starr and | am from Niagara, Wisconsin. | am the Technology Education instructor at
Niagara High School . My classes include two woodshop classes and two beginning drafting classes.

In the interest of the students I am concerned about their safety due to the over 50 year old power tools that
are still being used in our woodshop classes. These power tools when designed did not have some of the
safety guards that are standard equipment on all power tools manufactured today.

With our tight budgets I am unable to update this equipment and feel confidant that my students will not
injure themselves while using this equipment.

[ think it is time we consider the safety of our students and think how would you like your children.
operating tools like this in their schools.

Thank you for your consideration,
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Jim Starr




Michael Prost
W8608 Becky Lane
Niagara, Wi 54151
April 2, 2001

Dear Joint Finance Committee;

My name is Michael Prost and i live in Niagara, Wisconsin. | teach
Health and Physical Education for grades 6-12 at the Niagara Public
Schools. | have been teaching Health and Physical Education at Niagara
since 1977. During the last seven years | have been teaching middie
- _school and hngh school health educat;an classes in other teacher’s
classroom because | do not have a classmom for myself. | share three
other teachers classroom during the course of the day. That means that |
have to haul all my ‘materials from one piaoe to the next.

Our school is in need of financial assistance. This proposed budget
wants to tighten-up the revenue cap and take more power away from the
state superintendent. That cannot happen!

During the last few years, the revenue cap has cost our school system
many programs.. We have no business education classes at Niagara, one
FACE class in grades 6- 12, no Tennis or Freshmen basketball program.
 The list goes on-and on. Ntagara used to be a top-notch school, but with

~ all the cutbacks over the last few years we are consistently fosing ground -

and our curriculum is faltermg

| have been organizing basketball toumaments for many years Some
of these monies earned help to supplement the athletic programs. How
can we continue at this pace? ‘We have lost so much already. Do we
want to lose more? 1 hope not.

Thank you.

T bk it

Michael Prost



Mandi Ponzio
201 Washington Ave.
Niagara, Wi 54151

April 4, 2001
Dear Legislator,

My name is Mandi Ponzio and 1 am a sophomore at Niagara High School. |
am an honor student and involved with several extra-curricular activities such as
forensics, student government and One Act Play. | am writing this on behalf of all the
students that attend Niagara High School.

As a gifted student, | have seen many programs that | had hoped to enroll in
be cut from the district. Some of these include Calculus, Business Education, Drama
Class and Publications. | also have witnessed my town being divided over the issues
associated with this cut in funding and programs. While many of the proposed cuts
were not made | now see the future is not so bright.

Along with the loss of classes in my district, the loss of exdra-curricular
activities will play an even more pertinent role in the overall education at Niagara
High School. 1 believe one of the most valuable programs is Forensics, as a quarter
of the schools population participates in the program. This fact is only one reason |
feel forensics is very important. We have no speech classes in our curriculum.
Forensics offers students the opportunity to refine their speech habits and become
better public speakers in general However, my support of the program exiends
farther than this: Because of my experience with the forensics program last year |
was asked by the political party | spoke about, The Natural Law Party of America, to
address their national nominating convention. | went to Washington DC and spoke
on national television about how important it is for young peopie be to be involved in
the political process. This never would have been possible without the forensics
program at my school.

There are so many more programs that are important to students. Programs
that teach students more than any class could. The greatest gift someone can give a
child is an education. | beg you not fo take this right away from Wisconsin’s children.

Sincerely,

mmm/i)@w@

Mandi Ponzio



April 04, 2001
Dear Members of the Wisconsin Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance,

My name is Susan Wilson. | am an elementary teacher in the Niagara Public
Schools. | am also a concerned grandparent who wants a great education
for my grandchildren.

I am writing to you today because | am so concerned about what the
revenue caps are doing to my school and the other schools in Wisconsin.

My father was a poor German immigrant who came to this country as a
child. At that time, people believed in “The American Dream.” My father was
told that he could be -anything he wanted to.be even though he lived ina"
garage without running water. My father worked hard and graduated from
high school. Even back in the 1940’s, his hzgh school offered debate, blue
print reading, advanced math courses, and many other electives. Because
my father had the chance to attend a good high school, he was able to get a
good job and send his five children to college.

I want “The American Dream” for the children of Niagara. | want them to
grow up thinking that they can be anything that they want to be, but the
revenue caps are steaimg away the dreams of our kids.

' A pubiac schooi educat:on gwes ail k:ds a chancewthe poor ohaid the SR
immigrant child, the middle class child, everyone. And for most children, the
public schools are their only chance. The public schools are what has made
America strong and great. They are what has made Wisconsin such a
wonderful state in which to live. Just because we live in the northern tier- so
far away from Madison -our kids should not be treated like second class
citizens. They deserve the classes, the supplies, and the opportunities that
will prepare them to go to college, enter the labor market, and realize their
dreams.

I have been so proud to be a Wisconsin teacher. Wisconsin always scores
first or second in the nation in academic testing. In order to stay great, we
need to keep funding our schools.

When [ first started teaching in Niagara, | was able to buy microscopes,
balances, and other kinds of science equipment for my classroom. Now we
don’t have the money to update our equipment. The most effective way to
teach science is with the “hands on “ approach. My colleagues and | spent
two years trying out science kits, taking seminars, and reading about



different programs so that we could make an informed decision about
purchasing new science equipment. After all of this time and effort, we were
told that we did not have the money to purchase any of the materials that
we wanted. The students of Niagara lost a learning opportunity.

My teaching partner and | spent many hours reading language textbooks
so that we could choose a good one to replace our old (copyright 1986),
worn out books. After spending many hours reading and discussing, we
chose our books. We were so excited about the new language book
because it had such a terrific writing program. During the summer, |
received a letter from my building principal informing me that regrettably the
books had been cut due to budget cuts. The children of Niagara Elementary
lost a learning opportunity again.

Ever since we adopted our reading books, | have been trying to get the
computer software that goes with the reading program. The software
reinforces concepts, provides additional skill practice, extends the
information about scientific topics, and enables the students to learn how to
use different computer applications. | have never been able to order the
software because the programs exceed our budget. The students of
Niagara Elementary lost another learning opportunity again.

Please start funding schools in Wisconsin adequately. All children deserve
the chance to get a good education, and they only get one chance. All

- children should be able to be the best that they can be which is “The

American Dream’”.
Respectfully submitted,

4 .’  x] :

Susan K. Wilson



Testimony before the Joint Finance Committee
Of the Wisconsin Assembly and Senate
April 5, 2001
Peshtigo, WI

Members of the Committee, my name is Mark Merrifield, and I am a resident of the City
of DePere. As the Director of the Nicolet Federated Library System, one of 17 Systems
established and funded by the state of Wisconsin, I am here today to speak in favor of
increased library funding, specifically for the four statewide contracts.

The four contracts in question include:

Wisconsin Library Services (WiLS)

Milwaukee Public Library/Interlibrary Loan (MPL)

Wisconsin Regional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
The Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCRC)

Ll s

Each of these contracts is maintained in accordance with S. 43.03 (7), Wisconsin State
Statutes. This statute requires the State Superintendent to contract for services with
libraries and other resource providers that will serve as resources of specialized library
materials and information not available in Wisconsin’s public libraries or the Reference
and Loan Library Iocated in Madxson

Iam pleased that ihe J{)mt F mance Committee i is meeung in Peshtxgc Not far from this
school is the Peshttga Branch of the Marinette County Consolidated Library System. The
Peshtigo Branch Library is not unlike many of the libraries in the predominantly rural
area of northeast Wisconsin that the Nicolet Federated Library System serves. Sharing of
scarce resources has been enhanced in Peshtigo when it was recently brought into the
two-system automation project of the Outagamie Waupaca Library System, called
OWLSnet, Along with the collection of the Brown County Library in Green Bay, library
materials are shared between the 10 county region that stretches from Appleton to
Florence. In the Nicolet System alone, nearly 500,000 items were shared between the
libraries. This means that a Peshtigo resident has access to a book collection of over 2
million items.

While this resource sharing has proven to be extremely effective in this region, it has had
the most impact on the small rural libraries like Peshtigo. However, even within the 10-
county Outagamie Waupaca and Nicolet Federated Library Systems region, there are
specialized materials that cannot be located. Library users, be they students looking for
information for a research paper; an adult seeking specialized medical information; a
blind person needing Braille materials; or a company doing research about a new product
or process, they will likely end up needing to use the services provided by one or several
of the statewide resource contract providers listed above.



The Milwaukee Public Library/Interlibrary Loan service provides many of the items
not found in local libraries. Utilizing the Interlibrary Loan service, library Systems
borrow items from Milwaukee Public Library for library users located throughout the
state. The collection of the Milwaukee Public Library is extensive, and many of the
items being sought can be filled by this library, sent via delivery service to the 17 library
Systems, which act as clearinghouses for interlibrary loans, and are then delivered to the
local public libraries. However, even the Milwaukee Public Library with its extensive
collections does not have all the items being sought by library users, and that is when
library Systems turn to the Wisconsin Library Services (WiL.S).

Wisconsin Library Services (WiL.S) is often the agency library Systems inWisconsin
turn to when an item cannot be located elsewhere in the state. Using its extensive search
capabilities, WiL.S will locate an item for a user in collections nationwide. On behalf of
the Systems WiLS borrows these unique items from libraries and research collections
locatcd ali over the G’mted States as well as mtemationaliy

In rural areas hke P-eshtxgo, as well as in other communities both large and small across
the state, the need for library materials for the blind and physically handicapped
continues to grow. While most libraries try to maintain up-to-date collections for their
users, it is very difficult to maintain collections that meet the needs of blind or physically
handicapped individuals, whose information and reading needs are just as important to
meet. Under s. 43.03 (6), Wisconsin State Statutes, the State Superintendent is required
to contract annually with a public library for the provision of library services to
physically handicapped persons, including the blind and physically handicapped. Since
. 1961 this contract has been maintainéd with the Wisconsin: Regional Library for the
Blind and ?hysxcaliy Handaca;)ped Whlch is located in the Milwaukee Public Library.
The Milwaukee Public Library provides the specialized materials for library users
throughout the state. Maintaining this collection and keeping it stocked with up to date
materials for children as well as adults provides users statewide with a wide variety of
recreational and informational materials in formats such as Braille and “books on tape”.
Sharing these resources is cost effective, since the regional Library maintains a collection
that is shared throughout the state, eliminating the need for libraries throughout the state
to stock these items.

Finally, the Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC) is a repository of children’s
tradebooks used by children’s librarians and teachers throughout the state. The staff of
CCBC is often called on to assist librarians as they develop new collections, and is a
clearinghouse of information on children’s literature. Providing guidance to librarians on
the selection of quality materials, the staff of CCBC also provides assistance to public
and school libraries, both large and small, on issues related to challenges and freedom of
information. For a library like Peshtigo for instance, the CCBC staff can provide
recommended reading lists, as well as guidance on how to select children’s materials
within certain subject area.



Each of these four statewide resource contracts provides needed services to libraries and
library users across Wisconsin. Continued full funding of these four contracts will assure
that there will continue to be access to everyone in the state to the specialized materials
and resources that are unavailable in most communities.

Fiscal impact:
$1,144.,600 in FY 2001-2002, and increase of $97,300 over 2000-2001
$1,334,200 in FY 2002-2003, and increase of $286,900* over 2000-2001

{* Funding for the Regional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped includes a
one-time cost of $161,600 to replace an automated system in the second year of the
bienmium.)

In conclusion, I want to thank you for having this meeting in Peshtigo. 1 also thank you
for listening to the concerns that library users have, that the access to specialized
information such as current materials for the blind, and hard-to-find information related
to health, business, and other topics will not be put in jeopardy. Wisconsin’s library
Systerns and public libraries have been using state dollars wisely and effectively in
resource sharing activities. Yet many materials are still very difficult to locate in our
areca. The services to Wisconsin’s libraries and library users provided under the four
statewide resource contracts means that rural users like those in Peshtigo have the same
access to information and recreational reading resources that urban libraries may have.
Though the fiscal impact is modest compared to the total budget, the impact on the uses
of local libraries is enormous. Please fully fund the statewide resource library contracts.

Thank you.




Debbie and Randy Wodenka
200 Fifth Street
Niagara, Wisconsin 54151
April 5, 2001

Dear Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee Members,

As parents of two high school students and one college freshman, we are very concerned with
the quality of education being provided here in the northern School District of Niagara.

All of our children, since the eighth grade, have chosen a college prep course of study. In her
sentor year, our oldest daughter was told that due to budget cuts, Advanced Biology and Advanced
Chemistry were no longer full year courses, but were now only one semester each, and also that the
Calculus class would not be offered in Niagara. Calculus was offered over the NDEN system, which
turned out to be very frustrating for her, since we had no teacher in our system that could support the
use of the graphing calculator. Last year, Calculus was not even effered in our high school at all. The
future status of these classes is always in question.

The existence of these high-end courses is always threatened, mainly because the “numbers” of
interested students does not warrant it. These classes are just as important and necessary in today’s
collegiate world, as the special education programs being mandated for the special needs children in
our school system, and just as important as programs being offered to non-college bound students.
Why are none of these college prep or business classes (which have all been completely eliminated)
mandated by any of your legislation?

Many programs in our school district have been eliminated, making our curriculum and sports
offerings much less desirable than neighboring Wisconsin and Michigan school districts. Without the
dollars to offer comparable and competitive programs, we cannot attract new people to our district.

- Without. these: same dollars, we are finding it very difficult to maintain the “bare-bones” programs that =«

we now have, causing us to lose existing students to neighboring school districts. This s a fact that
makes things look very dismal here, in a ime when the amount of my tax dollars that comes back into
my school district is so dependent on “head count”™.

Being the small school district that we are, with a continuing trend of declining enrollment, the
quality of the educational program and extra-curricular offerings that we can afford to provide our
children has suffered greatly over the past six years. This is apparently due to necessary budget cuts,
which have been forced upon our School Board and administration by different legislative actions
taken in Madison. These legislative actions, in and of themselves, may not be all bad. But combining
such things as increased costs of new and existing mandated programs, the imposed revenue cap, and
decreased state aid due to changes in “the formula™ and our declining enrollment, makes it almost
impossible to offer our children a curriculum comparable to that of other Wisconsin school districts.

The children of our small school district should be given the same educational opportunities as
all other children throughout our great state. Please support ALL the children of Wisconsin in making
education your top priority. Lvery kid deserves a greaf school!

Thank you for taking the time to read these letters, and to listen to the people from Niagara.

Sigta:Z;& ‘2 LJ{JW $ /iMW"l/ % M—V&/’ /A“‘

Debra R, Wodenka Francis (Randv) R. Wodenka



April 4, 2001
Dear Wisconsin State Joint Finance Committee Members:

My name is Sharon Antonissen. My husband and | own and operate a dairy farm in
the Township of Niagara. Our farm was established in 1911, by my husband’s
grandfather. My children are the fourth generation to live on our farm. We are proud
residents of Niagara, and we hope that our children will continue to be able to grow
and learn in the school of our family home. My husband, David, and | are both
graduates of Niagara High School. My husband was fortunate to be able to continue
his education and obtain a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. | was unable to
continue my education beyond high school. However, the opportunities that were
given me at Niagara High School enabled me to be employed in the career of my
choice. | was able to take outstanding business classes during my high school
career. The courses | took were accounting, typing |, typing ll, shorthand, and steno
clerical. | was also fortunate to have the opportunity to be part of Future Business
Leaders of America, a business club at Niagara High Schooi. In my senior year of
high school, | was chosen to represent our area as a student with advanced courses
in business. Northern Michigan University was researching students who would had
advanced classes in high school that could be candidates for skipping courses in
college. This was solely due to the quality of my high school education. | also took
several years of home economics classes that contributed greatly to my knowledge of
the tasks of everyday life. None of the classes | have mentioned are currently
‘available at Niagara High School.

My greatest concern is for my children. All children deserve a great school. | am
hoping for better things for my children. | am concerned that my children will not have
the courses they need for college, let alone courses that could prepare them for work
right out of high school. Presently, a student could not be prepared for the career |
was as a graduate from Niagara High School. Great schools benefit everyone. The
gifted child, the average child, the college bound child, and the child with special
needs. We cannot succeed as a school or community with one mainstream,
minimally structured curriculum. We need {0 educate all of our children. Meeting the
educational needs of our students is what will make a productive community, happy
homes, and a progressive work force. Strong schools build strong communities. My
children and all other children deserve better opportunities than | had, not less.

Sincerely,

7
¥

/'%,.4,4?@"? / wf/{/‘é[ h;%’iwﬂ

Sharon S. Antonissen




To the Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee;

We are the seventh grade students from Niagara Middle School.
We think you should take away the revenue cap as it is hurting our
school. We have already endured major losses in classes, teachers,
and custodians, and that is just the beginning.

Some of the reasons we think this should be done are; the loss
of teachers, and the loss of sports, including wrestling, tennis, and
Freshman boy’s basketball. We have lost summer and school year
custodians. We have also lost gifted and talented programs, Title 1
aids, and classes for the people with reading disabilities. We have lost
our privileges to go on field trips: so far in the seventh grade, we have
gone on three field tnps all of which were for band. Yes, our-
enrollment rate is dec!mmg, but not enough to put classes together.
We receive so much money for each person in the school. if we have
approx;mate!y thirty kids and three leave from each class, we loose
the money that we would receive from having those six kids, but still
have too many people to combine into one class, therefore we still
have to pay for two teachers.

These are some of the positions that have been cut that effect
us now or will effect us in the future. Including community service
- -director, Wmter Games director, tennis program; spring: athietzc o
director; Freshman-boy’s basketball, track head and assistant
coaches, full time custodian, summer custodian, summer secretary,
bus driver, wrestling program, and more. These don’t even include the
cuts for this year.

At this rate, by the time our class gets to high school, we won’t
have any electives. We are asking you, please give our school the
right to decide the amount of money we need to have an acceptable
educational program. We are talking about our future as a school, a
student body, and a community. We hope you realize that educations
are at stake. This cap is only hurting our school. We hope you
consider what we have to say and we thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
The Seventh Grade Class of
Niagara Middle School



April 3, 2001

Dear Sirs,

My name is Tina Bagozzi and 1 have two children attending the
Niagara school system.

As a parent of young children I find 1t very disturbing that our
school is forced to reduce staff positions and programs due to
cut backs in state allocations.

I am also upset to learn of the amount of our family's tax dollars
that are being used to send children in Milwaukee to private
charter schools. This money should remain within ocur cwn district
to fund the local schocol system. Any cuts that are made in
teaching and college preparedness courses undermine my children’s
educaticn and chances of going on to college.

h

I strongly urge you to reconsider any spending cuts in education.

Sincerely,
et T

Nimas A3,

Mrs. Tina Bagozzi



April 5, 2001
To the Wisconsin State Joint Finance Commitiee:

I've lived in and worked for the Niagara Public School District for the past
nine years. In that time, 've watched our small but deeply dedicated district
wither under the constraints imposed by the revenue caps, inequities in the
school funding formula, declining enroliment, and the underfunding of special
education. Despite having a strong, creative, resourceful, knowledgeable, and
dedicated staff, we can no longer promise parents that we will provide to their
children the best educational opportunities possibie. Instead, we find providing a
merely adequate education an overpowering financial struggle.

As the district’'s special education coordinator and school psychologist, I'm
not particularly worried about our students with disabiliies—federal and state
laws guarantee them a free and appropriate public education, regardless of
where the money comes from. Because the state of Wisconsin has deliberately
chosen to insuffi ciently fund special education services, approximately 60% of
the cost is paid with our district's local funds. By the end of this year, the
projected cost for our special education programs and services will exceed
$800,000. Niagara has to swallow almost $500,000 of that total, which is an
extraordinary amount for a district with only 566 students. That's half a million
dollars that will not be spent on the vast majority of our total student population,
students that deserve educational opportunities as much as our students with
disabilities do.

Tomorrow, | have to meet with a very caring parent whose child is
- struggling in'school despite everyone’s best efforts. | have to deliver the great

- news that her child does not have an educational d;sabi!rty as defined in
Wisconsin statutes. However, | also have to somehow explain that we can’'t do
much more than we're already doing to help because we do not have the
financial resources needed to provide the remediation and academic support her
child needs. I'd like to say that this is a unique case, but it's only one of many |
find each year.

Please help us to not condemn this child and those like her to a school
career filled with frustration, anxiety, and failure. Two specific ways the
legislature can help are to increase its level of funding for special education and
to continue to fund the SAGE program. These two measures alone will alleviate a
great deal of the financial burden school districts face and in turn will go miles to
help the countless students who would otherwise fall through the cracks in
Wisconsin's educational system. Thank you.

Sincerely,
" Sara Foster

288 Hoover Avenue
Niagara, WI 54151



The Wisconsin State Joint Finance Committee

Dear Committee Member,

My name is Debra Barkle. | have taught in the Niagara Public Schools for the past
eight years in the area of art. When | began my job in 1993, my budget for art supplies
was $7,000 and directed to middle school and high school. | had only 19 students in
my high school art program. Comparing this amount to my 2001-2002 year budget for
high school and middle school is unbelievable. | presently have the same number of
middle school students, but my high school program has increased to 84 students with
more expected next year. My 2001-2002 year budget is $3,500 and with our
necessary cuts I will -ié_eed 1o narrow the amount down to much less. If you pro-rate this
amount to only high school students, each student will receive $41.67 for the year, and
as for middie school students they will get thrown ‘scraps’ since it is more important the
higher students receive the new supplies. If any of you are aware on costs of arnt
supplies, you will realize that this amount will not purchase much of anything.

We have a very strong art departiment and are actively involved with a non-profit
organization known as The Association of Student Artists . This is a consortium of six
- .area hzgh schc;cls (imn Meuntam Mnchagan K;ngsfo:d Mmhigan Nerway, Mlchigan
‘North {mckmson Machlgan Florence Wisconsin; and’ Nlagafa ‘Wisconsin) with the
following mission: To promote, encourage, and validate the study of art and the
creative process for students. The six art teachers, including myself, formed the ASA
in late 1992. The purpose of this org'_a_r;liza’tién is to recognize creative excellence in
students from the area school art -programs. Among the activities supported by the
ASA is a monthly competition held in each school with a winning student selected as
Artist-of-the-Month. The winners from each school , along with their teachers and a
guest artist, are celebrated and recognized at luncheon at a private club. Their work is
then put on display at one of the local credit unions or banks for a month. This
competition motivates students to strive for excellence as well as affording them the
opportunity to meet student artists from other area high schools. In this setting they
share ideas, concerns and successes in the visual arts. QOur organization also
sponsors a portfolio evaluation night to prepare students for a college entrance, and a
college night emphasizing art curricula with representatives from various art schools.



The culminating activity of the school year is the recognition banguet and exhibit
where student work is judged and continuing education scholarships are awarded.

Without a substantial budget to supply my students with needs of art materials, we will
not be able to compete with these area schools or involve ourselves with the ASA - an
organization that the art teachers and area art students have worked eight years to
improve and develop into what it is foday. The Association of Student Arlists was
awarded the “Showcase of Public School Success” by the state of Michigan in 1998.

The high school, I believe, has taken the hardest hit. We have lost 3 full time high
school teachers. We have almost deleted student’s options for electives. My art
program has grewri due to lack of choices in electives. This results with problems
within my classes due to students who really don't belong in art but are limited to
choices. My classes are overloaded and | have four levels (preparations) in each
class period. This creates teaching problems and student assistance, since my

art | students are very ‘needy’ and require constant assistance. Those higher level
students in art lll and art IV are expected to basically ‘fend for themselves’ which poses
new problems to those interested in an art career and who are preparing to enter an
arnt college or university.

Any v}a'y yc& look at this éitUation you will see that Niagara Public Schools need help
from the state. [ thank you for reading my testimonial and hope that it will be evaluated
by your committee as a “cry for help”! Please help us to solve our money problems.

Debra Barkle

Art Instructor

Niagara Public Schools
700 Jefferson

Niagara, Wisconsin 54151



To: Joint Fman{:e{:nnnmtteecf Wisconsin
From: Debra Philips, Niagara, WI

Re: Public -Schc}el's_pendingfcap

Date: 5 April, 2001

Dear Committee Members;

It is time the state reviews jts spending cap limit laws to adjust for the needs of gl
Wisconsin Pyublic Schools in the year of 2001. o

- Niagara only wants to move forward in eduoation, but we wil continus to move backward




There is something s Niagara called Niagara Pride. We will atways have this pride and we
hope that soon we can also have Wisconsin Pride. Thankyou for considering my
concerns. :

A Niagara Parent,

Debra Phillips




SHAWANO-GRESHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT

Impact of Revenue Caps, QEO, Governor’s Summer School Proposal,
and SAGE on the Shawano-Gresham School District

Joint Finance Committee
Thursday, April 5, 2001

Revenue Caps/Governor’s Budget

» Increase in revenue equals $612,447.00

» Increase in salary and benefits 3.8% is $637,404.00

» Lane changes estimate $19,605.00

» Salary and benefits equal 81% of budget

+ Status Quo budget minus -$44,562.00 for salary and benefits

Summer_. Schf)bl_

» Loss of 24 F T.E. (Full Time Equivalent) or 8 students for 2001-2002 ~ from 40% to 25%
» School District in declining enrollment by six students — would have been +2 if 40% counted

SAGE

» Class sizes in grade 3 increase from 20 to 26 students
» Loss of 3.5 classroom teachers projected to lower class sizes

Milwaukee Choice/Charter Schools

L -Shawano-Greshm '_SCh‘obiI}_i-étr;if:t':sént over §1 33';('}0(}_.0()"120"}\/{_%]@@;1}{_@3 for these prograims

Revenue Limit Dollars

+ Base revenue per member is $6,559.91 .

+ Shawano-Gresham School District is a low spending school district

« $220.00 per pupil increase equals 3.358%

+ Salary and benefits (81% of budget) equals approximately 4% increase

» Electricity, gas, fuel oil, paper, fixed costs also increasing (3.5% cost of living)

*» Governor’s Budget Proposal cuts an additional $19,525.00 from the Shawano-Gresham School
District spending limits over the $223.00 per pupil increase that was projected by D.P.L

Conclusion
We cannot keep up with the status quo, without cutting our budget, even with stable enrollments.

« The current funding is flawed and needs 1o be corrected.
* School districts need the option for a levy limit exemption.

While supporting parental choice and charter schools in Milwaukee may be the right thing to do,
funding should not be taken from other State school districts. If these programs are important,
funding should come from Milwaukee or a separate funding source.
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April 4, 2001

Dear Committee Member:

| have lived in Niagara for 30 years raising four children in the Niagara School
System. | feel as a parent that they got a quality education with all the college courses
that were offered by the school, and were more than ready to go off to college. Now
the school has cut out a lot of these courses and it is hurting the up coming college
students. Please do everything that you can to reinstate these programs with the
funds that are so badly needed by this school.

Sincerely,

Mary Janedg;;% i M
Niagara Elementary Librarian



Special Education Testimony for Joint Finance Committee
April 5, 2001
Peshtigo, Wi

Testimony submitted by:
Charles J. Hastert, CESA 8 Director of Special Education
Representing School Administrators Alliance, and Wisconsin Council of Administrators of
Special Services

I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you about special education provisions in the Governor’s
biennial budget. I am Chuck Hastert, CESA 8 Director of Special Education representing School
Admimisters Alliance and the Wisconsin Council of Administrators of Special Services, and myself. |
have been a Director of Special Education for 28 years, and very familiar with special education programs
and services in this part of the state,

First, there are policy proposals that would substantially change the comprehensive revisions to
special education law that was passed by you, the legislature in 1998. 1 testified on behalf of my
organizations in Madison for support of passage. We have not changed our position. The 1998 revisions
were the result of two long years of very intense debate of which my organizations and I were actively
involved. It was very grass roots. Therefore, the entire proposal in this category should be rejected. Our
:members have not asked for changes neither has any pa;rent or ather orgamzaﬁons

' 'I‘he second category mciudes the pmposed changes to the state specxal educatmn categer;cal
funding program. Special edacatmn aid should be improved more than $25 million. The reimbursement
level will drop from 35.4 percent this year to 33.2 percent at the end of the biennium. With increased
special education costs, districts especially in this area of the state are having a difficult financial time
making ends meet. They need sufficient categorical aid funding. Although we support a high cost aid
program we oppose the Governor’s proposal.

High cost children should be defined as three times the state average (close to $30,000) and 90
percent of those costs should be reimbursed. The Governor’s budget defines high cost as $50,000 per
child and would reimburse only 50 percent of those costs. The budget would reimburse these costs out of
the current handicapped aid appropriation. These reimbursements should be in addition to handicapped
aids, as we do not desire s simple redistribution of money.

The Governor’s budget requires that $10 million in the first year of the biennium, five percent of
the categorical aid in the second year of the biennium, and 10 percent thereafter should be reimbursed on

a census based formula (85 percent based on general student population, 15 percent on poverty). This



disassociates the funding from the services and will have a negative effect on small school districts, who
are likely to see their reimbursements as a percentage go down as will districts that have a larger than
average number of special education students than their general population would indicate.

In CESA 8, many school districts have 17% more of their student’s population in special
education, (state average, 12%). Most of the districts are small, so there could be negative reimbursement
for them. We believe no change should be made in this program without a more careful analysis of both
fiscal and educational implications of the proposed change. I have served on several SAA and DPI
special education funding committees. We did lots of research on funding options; none of these were
supportive of a census-based formula.

For the third category of budget proposal, [ support the State Superintendent’s position regarding
federal discretmnary aid to local schooi d:astrzcts 1 encourage you to reject the Governor’s proposal that
directs the State Supermtendent to distrzbute the maximum possxbie amount of federal discretionary aid to
local school dlStIlC’tS. My rational is based on the_:foliawmg testimony.

In next paragraphs, Id like to quote Paul Halveson, DPI special assistant to state superintendent
from his testimony to Senate Education Commmittee, 1 am more familiar with data in this area of the state,
so I will not include comments on Milwaukee. “Although the proposal, on its surface may be appealing,
it would not serve students with disabilities and their parents, local school districts, or the taxpayers and
citizens of the state. More speclﬁcaily the proposal Is:

. 'bu;,It on hypotheses that aren’t supported by the facis

. educatwnaliy unwise,

+ cost ineffective,

» inconsistent with the intent of federal special education law.

Let me briefly elaborate: We need to understand the facts around discretionary funding. Most of
our federal set-aside or discretionary funding is provided through the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act. For the 2000 - 01 school vear, we received $16.2 million in what is called IDEA set-aside
funding. There is a widespread, but mistaken belief that if the Governor’s budget is enacted all of the
$16.2 million would be distributed to school districts based upon enrollment. That simple in not true. For
example, based upon our discussions with DOA and our reading of federal law, we believe that there is
consensus that the following activities must continue to be funded with federal set-aside funds:

e Nearly $2 miilion in what the federal government calls “silver grants” must flow to school districts
and CESA’s for federally specified purposes. That money is technically included as set-aside

money even thought he federal government directs where the money must go.



e $3.7 million will continue to go to the two state schools if what DOA calls a drafting error is
corrected.

e $1.5 million will continue to be expended for monitoring and compliant investigation activities
that are mandated by federal law.

¢ We will continue to spend $500,000 for a federally mandated special education mediation system.

¢ We will continue to spend $130,000 for a reading research project that was legislatively required.

These federally mandated programs take half of the federal special education set-aside money.
There are, however, additional federal mandates that must be mentioned.

The state is required to operate what federal special education law calls a “comprehensive system
of persommel development.” We currently spend about 40% of our discretionary money in this area. It
represents about one half of one percent of what we spend in Wisconsin each year on special education.
This is the research and development monéy'_ for special édu'éétien. It is the money that is used to find
ways to make special eduéatien both more effective arid more efficient. To eliminate those programs
would be both educationally unwise and penny wise/pound foolish.

The State Superintendent has, since the beginning of his first term expressed the belief that we are
identifying children as disabled when, in fact, their learning problems could more appropriately be met
within regular education programs. To address this concern the State Superintendent has allocated more
than $1 rmilzon per year for four years to a statewide project designed to m:zprove the teachmg of readmg
| in. tﬁe pmnary grades Thls isan mvestment that wzii resuit in ;mpreved readmg performance and I{)wer
special education referrals with a commensurate reduction in the gmwth of special education cost.

The Governor apparently believes that only school districts should be eligible to receive
discretionary funding. We believe that it simply doesn’t make sense not to use the Cooperative
Educational Service Agencies to implement some of the statewide special education initiatives. For
example, we allocate nearly $600,000 per year to an “Assistive technology” project. Parents, teachers,
and administrators have all spoken about how effective and efficient this statewide project is in
responding to federal special education mandates. Under the Governor’s budget, however, we would be
required to abandon this project and instead flow the money to local districts with the hope and unrealistic
expectation that they could do separately what we are now doing collectively. The result would be
inconsistent access to needed services, particularly in smaller districts.”

At the same time, districts have received 124% increase in IDEA funding. It will increase another

20%. Also, I feel that the new eligibility rules will help decrease special education populations, especially



in this part of the state. Our Wisconsin definitions are more specific than federal, which are too broad and

consequentially more students could be eligible for special education. We don’t want that to happen.

I’d like to thank you for the opportunity to speak to you. I have attached DPI information on

projects, and am willing to answer any questions you might have.




Impact of Governor's Proposed Budget on Children with Disabilities
IDEA Discretionary Grants
March 2001

Reading Excellence And Demonstration of Success (READS)

= lIssue: National research suggests 80% of children currently identified as learning
disabled have specific reading disabilites. Research suggests the majority of these
children should be able to learn to read proficiently if they are given appropriate and
expiicit reading instruction.

* What BEADS is: Research project designed to demonstrate that when children
receive ‘comprehensive instruction in reading, including phonics and phonemic
awareness, their performance improves and inappropriate referrals for special
education decrease. . .

* How.much it costs: - Funding recommended for 2001-02 (second year of projected

~ fouryears)is $1,180,000. R

« Impagt on children: The' children involved in this study will experience success in
reading and other academics, “They will not be labeled as children with disabilities
and will remain in regutar education.

Systems Chahgé;-éariy and.'ﬂngaing Collaboration and Assistance (EOCA)

» lIssue: Children more and more are coming o school with diverse backgrounds and
needs. Idenfification rates for children with disabilities continue to grow. Public
schools increasingly -are challenged to improve support systems for children when
they first begin to demonstrate academic or behavioral problems in school.

+ What EOCA is: Develop a colfaborative problem-solving process within schools to

... Mmeet the needs of students at risk of failure and referral for special education.

w What it costs: ;{Fuﬁcﬁng.;rec'émmengéd'fgﬁééé_"f-{}_z'fi_s $200,000. . '

s impact  on children: - ‘Chidren's needs will be addressed as soon as their
performance becomes an issue for their success in schoo!, With appropriate and
early intervention, these children may not be labeled as children with disabilities.

Assistive Technology Project

* Issue: The needs of many children for assistive technology devices and services may
not be met fully because school district staff are not aware of how assistive technology
could bensfit children, are not trained to assess children’s needs for assistive technology
or not trained in how to instruct children in how {0 use the devices.

* What Assistive Technology Project Is: Assist school districts in their efforts to develop
and impiement efficient and cost effective assistive technology services, What it costs:
Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $600,000. The services of this inltiative have
saved school districts in excess of $3.5 million over the past six years {(private rentals,
vendor donations, bulk purchases). '

*+ Impact on Children: Children with disabilities who are provided the assistive technology’
devices and services they require are able to participate with their non-disabled peers in
the classroom, meet with success in schoo! and make the kinds of post secondary
school transition necessary if they are to be successful.




» Personal story: Eight-year-old Jacob lives with disabilities preventing him from walking
and talking. With the halp of a wheslchair and switch devices, he attends school evary
day. Jacob helped demonstrated at the Assistive Technology Show and Tell the
switches he uses, He pressed a switch that had a picture of himself on it and a recorded
message. Another switch played his favorite music. Everyone could see how Jacob
could communicate and participate with others in class.

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Training

* lssue: DPI teacher certification does rot include TBI licensure. This is a low-
incidence area, approximately .0003 of total public/monpublic enroliment,

» What TBI! training is: Continue training tedchers, update training materials, maintain
the CESA TBI trainers' network and develop linkages with state teacher training
institutions.

«  What it costs: Funding recommended for 2001-02 is $75,000.

* Impact on chidren: These children have very unique needs that because they
usually happen as the result of an accident or injury, are unanticipated. These
children benefit from the support of school staff specifically trained to deal with the
issuas of brain injury and its impact en school success.

Autism Training

*» lssue: DPI teacher certification does not include Autism licensure. This is a low-
incidence area, approximately 0017 of total public/nonpublic enrolliment.

»  What Autism Training is: Continue to sponsor autism training, using a curriculum
that includes two introductory modules, as well as modules on assessment, discrete
trials training, early childhood and social skills,

¢  What it costs: Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $100.000.

»_. Impact on Children: These children havs unique and usually severe needs. As this

they succeed better in school and eventually the community.

Paraprofessional Training

* lIssue: Roles of paraeducators have expanded and their impact on student learning
has increased.

* What Paraprofessional Training is. Promote and support the preparation of
paraprofessicnals so they have the skills and knowledge to increase student iearning
and performance.

What it costs: Recommendad funding for 2001-02 is $50,000.

« Impact on Children:  As trained parasducators support the learing of children with
disabilities, their performance will improve.

+ Personal story: Mary goes from raised hand to raised hand correcting misspelled

- words and capitilization. After whiring around the 2nd grade classroom, Mary is off
to the 1st grade classroom o help write simple staries about dogs. By the end of the
day, a reading specialist and Mary will work with at least 60 students who need
special assistance with reading. The reading specialist says she couldn't do her job
without Mary--| would be able to heip just half of the kids | do.

. training improves the capacity of school staff to serve these children appropriately,



IEP Initiatives

* lssue: Developing a good and functional IEP is a challenge. The IEP is a process
as well as a document. It serves as a compliance document, a plan for the
educators working with the child, and a communication tool for the parent,

* What |EP Initiatives is: Develop a guide that an individual educator can uss to assist
them in understanding ang facilitating the development of a quality 1EP.

What it costs: Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $150,000.

* Impact on Children: Quality IEPs that contain goais and objectives designed ta meet

an individual child’s unigue needs will help the child to succeed in school. ‘

Benavioral Assessment

+ Issue: Programming successfully for children with behavioral difficulties depends in
part on understanding the purposes of behavior,

» What Behavioral Assessment Project Is: Assist school staff in utilization of positive
interventions to address behavioral issue, in part through the development of
resources, an assessment kit, and web site.

What it costs: Recommendad funding for 2001-02 is $100,000.
Impact on Children: Children will function more appropriately, leading to better
learning and citizenship.

Transition Project

* lssue: Transition from school to the adult world often is difficult for students with
disabilities. IDEA requires transition activities to ensure that students stay in school
and engage in meaningful educational experiences so they will be prepared for post-
secondary education, empicyment and independent living.

»  What Transition Project is: Coordinated at the state level and implemented at the

= CESA/district level; provide for delivery of transition support services, including staff
development. S e N '

*  What it costs: Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $354,000.

* Impact on students: Students will expsrience success in the adult wodd as
contributing citizens.

* Personal story: Several years ago | worked with denny, a high school student in our
transition program. Our grant allowed us to work directly with students who would
have difficulty transitioning to the world of work. This young lady was non-verbal,
poorly motivated, with low self-esteem. During the 10th and 11th grades, we
exposed her to a variety of jobs. It was apparent she loved to clean, was extremely
organized and very thorough. Mer teacher and | arranged for a training program at a
local hotel. One day a week we tock her to the site and werked with her cleaning
rooms. This was the first time Jenny could demonstrate her ability to achieve. She
began to smile, and tried to communicate more. Last semester of her senior yaar
she was employed part-time. By graduation she had a full-time job with benefits. In
doing foliow-up we learned that she was in charge of the morning breakfast served to
guests. Obviously her communication skills had greatly improved. | understand she
was able to get her drivers license. We never could have provided this type of
attention or program without this discretionary grant and I'm sure Jenny would have
exited high school and remained at home.




Post High School Student Foliow.up

lssue: Special education law requires collection, analysis, and dissemination of
general information about persons with disabilities who no longer attend high school,
including whether they are employed, arrolled in postsecandary education and fiving
independently.  Education stakeholders and policymakers need to assess the
successes of the educational experience of students with disabilities.

What Post High School Student Foliow-up study is: Outcomes survey of students
with disabifities who graduated during the 1998-2000 school year; a longhtudinal
study is plarined three and six years out, adding a new cohort of graduates, Local
educational agencies will utilize the data to identify strengths and weaknesses in
their instructional programs.

What it costs: Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $50,000.

impact on children; Utilize survey results to improve performance outcomes of
Students -with - disabilities, - = Establish performance standards in the area of

postsecondary outcomes, and improve the transition planning process to enable

individuals with -disabiiities 1o make successful transitions from secondary school.

Mediation ?mje':_:é; '

»

Issue: Scmetimes, the relationship between parents of a child with a disability and
school staff is marked by disputes about what is right for the child.

What Mediation Project is: Free both to schogls and parents, mediation is facilitated
negotiation carried out by a neutra persen, the mediator, designed to heip parents
and school staff resolve their disputes. ,
What it costs: Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $485,000.

impact on students: When parents and school staft can resolve their dispute in this
non-adversarial manner,. respe t becomes mutual and communication Jis improved,

ct:_r:_ttiikigtir_}g-'id--:a'}m_éfa;b'c__a;’a:_:fﬁ?e__'{wcrking_-rei_a'_ﬁgnship' in the future..

‘Wisconsin Statewide Parent-Educator Initiative (WSPEH

-

Issue: Bullding positive partnerships among parents, schools and communities on
behalf of children with disabilities can be challenging. ,
What WSPE! is: All about partnerships, its goal is to develop  statewide network of
parents and school staff to create or maintain resources to help foster positive
warking relationships, supporting shared decision-making and children's learning.
What it costs: Recommended funding for 2001-02 is $775,000.

Impact on Children: When parents and school staff start off with a positive working
relationship, the benefits to chiidren are significant.
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Testimony on Governor McCallum’s Budget
By Darryl Wheeler

I come before you in a two-fold position. First, as a full time enrolled student in one of
the states higher education institutions, and second as a convicted felon with knowledge
about the ineffective correction system that seems to be eating up taxpayer dollars at an
alarming rate. | am currently enrolled at UW-Marinette and will be transferring to
UWGB next fall. I have been the Student Senate President for this year and am going to
continug with student government at UWGRB.

I will address the issue of how ineffectual this budget is to the states higher education
program. The Governor made a statement on February 20, 2001 stating, “In my inaugural
address delivered 19 days ago, I Spoke about what I called the making of Wisconsin.
About the need to invest more money in educatmn .about the goal of keeping
WISCQI}SIH 's economy strong and growing.”

-The budget is not concerned about the issue of position flexibility and its impact on
students. We need this issue to be in the hands of the colleges and universities. We do not
need legislators telling us we can hire a librarian when we need an English professor.
-The budget does not seem to address the issue of financial aid. In past years whenever
there is an increase in tuition there is also an increase in the WHEG. This grant reached
more than 22,000 students and no increase in this funding will eliminate many new
incoming students, Where is the increase this year or next?

-The budget does not seem to be focused on making our system more diverse. Plan 2008
needs the 2 million dollars that were asked for so that a larger adult population can be
taught and ease. the 10ad of iate evemng classes up on our tenure professnrs This will

allawmg them access 10 2 four-vear degree in 4 years instead of 510 6 years

Without these issues being addressed in a professional manner and not in an insulting
marmer, as they are now addressed by this budget, the statement the Governor made in
February is a mute point. We need the funds asked for to keep our states economy strong
and growing. I do not see this as “teenagers asking for more allowance”, as the Governor
has termed it last in his statement on resistance to his proposed budget.

Next I would like to mention the prison system of this great state. With recidivism at over
80% and having 70% of incarcerated people in prison for drug related offenses, the
system does not seem to be working. Sociologists have proven over time that an educated
society is less likely to commit crime for survival. We need to take some of the 350+
million dollars that will be spent to house some 19,000 inmates, with over 4000 of them
being sent out of the state, and spend it to educate. It would seem the taxpayers, myself
included, would be getting more bang for the buck by helping the 140,000 college
students educate themselves and try to educate those most likely to commit crimes. With
average tuition across the state being at $1500 a semester, one million dollars would pay
full tuition for over 330 students for one year. That is some bang for the buck! Thank you



Catherine Uivio
N2439 Pearney Lane
Norway, Mi 498786

Thank you for the chance to address you this morning. I'm a
kindergarten teacher in Niagara. | have been teaching in Niagara
most of the time since 1967.

I sincerely hope we will not be forced to cut back on nursing service
in Niagara. | think of our school nurse as an angel. When 1I’m teaching
and a child wets her pants or throws up or puts his head down on his
desk and. goes to sleep because he’s sick, | can count on the nurse to
come to my rescue. If Mrs. Broullire’s hours are cut, 1 will have to
stop teaching to take care of these emergencies.

We do not have enough money in Niagara to buy all the supplies and
equipment we need in our ciassrooms. Last year the school aliowed
me to spend $857.78 on items such as educational posters, puzzies,
games, magazines, books, etc. | spent $861.45 of my own personal
money to buy things the school could not afford. I need a new desk
chair, but that would take too much of my budget to even think about.
lﬂe can t afford new teutbooks that we need

"Nem year, ihanks to the SHGE grant we w:li he able tu haue three
kindergarten classrooms operating in the morning during critical
instruction time in language arts and math. In the afternoon we will
have only two classes. This means | will have 15 children in the
morning and 22 or 23 in the afternoon. Our classrooms are not big
enough for this many children. As it is, | have very littie room for
block play or creative movement. Next year | will have to move
another table in my room to seat everyone in the afternoon. The
children in kindergarten these days are much more needy than the
children I began teaching in 1967. We are getting children affected by
hearing impairments, Downe’s syndrome and autism, Many children
could benefit from counseling. Since our counseling staff has been cut
back, I need a smaller class to meet the children’s emotional needs.

Thank you again for inviting me to speak to you today on behalf of
Wisconsin’s five and six year olds.



April 3, 2001
The Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee
Dear Commuittee Member:

The state budget for 2001-2003 as authored by Governor Scott McCallum is
seriously flawed 1n its approach to education and will continue to undermine
the most productive public educational system in the country.

The budget provides no flexibility with revenue caps. This increases state
control and continues to strangle school districts’ ability to meet student
needs in an increasingly complex and competitive world.

The budget attempts to circumvent the constitution by taking powers from
the State Superintendent of Public Schools to monitor school performance
and standardized testing. This is a continuation of the Thompson-McCallum
effort to destroy Wisconsin’s unique and highly successful system of public
education under a State Superintendent of Public Schools. The last attempt
to do this was thwarted by the Supreme Court and public opinion. The
McCallum budget attempts to reach the same goal n mcrf:menta} stages

-The McCaliuzn b&dget continues to tnv;akze the contrlbutmns of pubhc
school teachers. It calls for increased private contracting proposals and
lowering teacher license requirements to a point where someone with less
than a high school diploma could get a license to teach. Our state cannot
have the best schools or even good schools without good teachers.

I served as a member of the Board of Education for the School District of
Florence County for over six years and I know the desperate financial
situation Florence and many other schools are in is not self-inflicted.
Sufficient controls and accountability have always been in place for public
schools. No, this crisis was designed and nurtured through years of policy
hostile to public schools and public educators. The 2001-2003 budgetisa
continued manipulation of public schools using that misguided policy with
the potential only to seriously reduce the finest educational system in the
country and give the appearance of it having collapsed on its own. Larger
classes, fewer course offerings, reduced special support services, lowering
the training of teachers, and a steady erosion of local control are not in the
best interest of the children.



The Wisconsin system of education with an elected State Superintendent and
no state board of education has produced students with the highest American
College Test (ACT) scores in the nation according to the Wisconsin Tax
Alliance organization. Our military recruiters have stated Wisconsin also has
the highest Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test
scores in the nation. [ urge your committee to reject this budget and provide
leadership and direction to keep Wisconsin’s public schools the best in the
country. Our children deserve it. Our economy needs it.

Smcere}y,

Vil
ohn P Fox

Rt. 1 Box 14
Niagara, W] 54151




April 5, 2001

To: Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee

Dear Committee Members,

My name is Susan Theisen and | am a first grade teacher at Niagara Public
Schools. | feel unequivocally that the public school systems across the state are in
a dire state of decline. This decline is not because of incompetent teachers or
school violence, but, because of poor governmental legislation.

| am writing this as an urgent request o please consider removing the revenue
caps that the state has placed on our education system. We at Niagara Public
Schools, as well as many of our neighboring Wisconsin schools are feeling, and have
been feeling, the pinch of these caps for the last six years.

As educators, we take pride in our profession and the successes
of our children. We instill in our children the importance of striving to do their best,
sometimes under less than favorable conditions. We believe that our children are
our future. Unless our legislature starts believing this, they will continue their trend
of excessive spending on prison systems in place of our education system.

Please consider removing these revenue caps , they are ruining our rural
school systems. The Niagara Public School System of past years was one that was
envied by all local areas. It was top noteh, offered an excellent variety of classes,
and provided a well rounded education for all students. This is not true of our
system today. We no longer can afford to offer Gifted and Talented programs,
college prep math programs, business education, and Home Ec., because all have
suffered the consequence of former governor Thompson's educational budget cuts.
In addition to those cuts, several ext_racurricu__Ia_;__._gct_ivitfe_s,_havg:i__nee_n discontinued,
requests for '-p.rafes_s.-iar’fa'f-'_deve'iop'm'er_ﬁt ~have been denied and; most importantly,
counseling for our elementary children has been cut by 50%. Again, | ask you to
please reconsider these revenue caps. These are public schools and our job, as
teachers in our public schools, is to prepare our children for their future in this
beautiful state of Wisconsin.

Please remove these revenye caps before our schools are mere shells of what
they once were, or what they are meant to be. If these revenue caps aren’'t removed,
our schools and, eventually our state, will suffer the consequences. In closing, |
would like to cite a quote from State Superintendent , John T. Benson’s article
“Education is the birthright of all children”. In this report he stated,” at the foundation
of it all, there must be a funding mechanism that ensures society devotes the needed
resources, effort, and priority to our schools so that all children in Wisconsin benefit

from their birthright - a world class public educational system.” Please don't take that
birthright away from our students,

Respectfully submitted,

f/“‘"‘\ - »

Susan Theisen



Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee
April 1, 2001

Kay Johnson
1233 Garfield St.
Niagara, W1

Dear Committee Member,

[ am writing this letter to inform you of the proposed problems our school district will face in the near future
with the current state aid package being given to our district. In order to operate, the Niagara School District is
requiring an annual raise in their budget of 3.8% to properly educate our children and maintain our school
buildings. The state aid proposal only allows for a 0.8% increase in state funding. This difference in proposed
amounts can mean a cut in money of hundreds of thousands of dollars annually. This amount is virtually
impossible to be picked up by taxpayers in our district. On an annual basis, these figures will drive the Niagara
School District into bankruptcy in just a few years.

An alternative to this budget decrease is being designed that will begin eliminating many of the schools vital
academic and supportive programs. Advanced courses in science and technology, along with supportive
programs like athletics along with the school nurse, are just a few of the ways the district is looking into
trimming the targeted budget. Is this what our state wants?

Why is our district only receiving a (8% increase in funding? We have been informed that part of the reason
why is because our district debt is much less than other schools. Reason being, we have paid off the debt of

_ _hmldmg anew elsementary school 20 years ago and now are being penalized for not having such a debt. Just -

: because 0111? {ilsmci fﬁcused on paymg a debt, we are now suffering from lack of funds from state aid? This just
does not make sense to me.

1 have been the proud parent of two graduates of Niagara Public Schools within the last 10 years and equally as
proud of both of my children for furthering their education, as both have attained college degrees. I feel itis vital
that the school district continues to offer all the programs it can to prepare our young children for a successful
future. My two children felt it was very important that they received all the courses they did in order to prepare
them for college. Please don’t make our school start cutting these important courses out of the students’
schedule.

1 ask that you give this situation a lot of attention. We ultimately have the futures of hundreds of young people at
stake. Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,
KagM hnson\ngwm - PN ) \J\%\—Q«(M\Q w O\L{QA

Niagara Public Schools




Zona Carlton
W 8532 Jefferson
Niagara, WI 54151
April 4, 2001

I am a parent that lives in the Niagara School District. I am giving this
testimony because I am very concern about my child’s education. Niagara
has been making many cutbacks because of Government imposed Revenue
Controls. If this should continue, and it looks like it is, by the time my child
reaches High School there won’t by anything left, except for the bare
essentials.

Two years ago, this happened to my sister’s son. He graduated from High
School in the top ten percent of his class. When he found out he was
accepted to Michigan Tech University he was so happy. He went into
computer technology, but after his first semester, he wanted to quit. He said
that he couldn’t keep up with the other students because they came into
college with much more knowledge than he had A year later he transferred
to a smaller private school and his dream was crushed.

I am here today to fight for my child’s education. I don’t want her dream to
be crushed. 1 want, her to g@t a g00d educatzon gust hke every parent Ki
Amenca daﬂs S - kN . RIS

If funding doesn’t change soon at Niagara School’s soon I will move to
Michigan (one mile away) to get my daughter a suitable education. 1 am not
the only one that feels this way. If this should happen, what is the future for
Niagara School? What is the future for the town of Niagara.

Now I would like to know what do you want for the future of small school

districts? Because if government keeps on making these cutbacks, they will
all be bankrupt!

Thank you for your time.

(il

ona Carlton



Michael Carlton

W 8532 Jefferson
Niagara, WI 54151

Dear Governor McCallum:

My wife and 1 are currently living in the Niagara School District.
My understanding, is that, do to budget cuts caused by government
Revenue Controls, a lot of the college prep classes will not be
offered by the time my child reaches High School.

I wish you would reconsider your position in this manner. [ like
living in Niagara, but if she can’t get the classes she needs to go to
college, I have no choice but to move back across the river to Iron
Mountain or Kingsford, M.

Thank you for hearing my opinion.

Michael J. Carlton




Members of the Joint Finance Committee:

Today I come before this hearing with a special
plea on behalf of public education.

My name is Ted Kempkes. I am a resident of
Phillips. Until recently 1 was a business person in
Price County. I have been involved in community affalrs
in Phillips and Price County nearly all my adult life
and know from firsthand knowledge what impact providing
high quality education can have on a community, its
residents, and their employment. I have also been
involved in technical education serving as board member
and board chair of Northcentral Technical Ccllege. As a
taxpayer I know good value when I see it. Public
education is the best investment cur taxes can make.

Wisconsin’s system of public education has been a
source of pride for the state’s residents and the envy
of nearly every other state in the country. Wisconsin’s
educational system is, in fact, the reason my father
- moved his family to this state in the mid-50s. Now that

“is changing. =~ | | o

In the past decade, scmething bad has happened to
Wisconsin’s public educational system. It has become
the only area of government where citizens can directly
oppose spending. In the past decade the voters of this
state have denied repeated requests from local school
districts for needed funding because it exceeded of the
artificially low and punitive levels imposed by a
pollicy known as revenue caps. Voters say no, not
because they oppose public education and all it
provides, but because this is the only government
spending to which they can easily say no.

Our state’s public schools provide guality
education for students while the stewards of this
wonderful resource, the administration and legislature,



are promoting policies that punish providers and
pelittle the efforts of those with whom we entrust our
children.

The idea and implementation of revenue caps may
have polished the image of some politicians but it has
punished public education.

Faced with this glocomy future for public education,
it’s time that education in Wisconsin be returned to a
position of high importance. We must all realize that
public education, of all public needs, will never be
cheap-if'it is to be good. Nor can it be comprehensive
if it is not great.

Because public education costs are greater than
private schools that “cherry-pick” students imprudent
comparisons have been made. Public education costs are
for all students not just the motivated, financially
secure, physically able, or those with most committed
parents.

‘Revernue Caps have frozen school spending to the
level that existed 9 years ago, creating a growing gap
between educational funding and the cost of running the
schools. The ruthless truth is that most school
district costs rise much faster than the allowable
increase imposed by revenue caps. Every year it gets
worse.

This year the proposed state budget extends
policies that allow for only about one-third of the
cost of the state’s share of the reimbursement for
mandated special education programming. The state now
reimburses districts just 17 cents on the dollar spent
to deliver ESL programming.

On one hand Wisconsin has imposed punitive revenue
caps and on the other not honored the commitment to



fund two-thirds the cost of K-~12 public education.

Long-term we need to 1ook seriously at what we want
education to provide for our children and their future.
Short~term we can return some of the luster to the
crown jewel of Wisconsin’s public institutions in a
couple of ways.

Allow school boards to raise revenue caps by one
percent of average state spending per pupil with state
ald 1f school boards want it. Increase the state aid
for ESL programs to 60 percent of the cost incurred by
school districts for all students with limited English.
Finally, the state should shoulder at least 50 percent
of the actual cost of providing education for students
with special needs.

Projections for this cost is in the neighborhood of
260 million dollars. Just a portion of money already
avallable in the levy tax credit of 469 milliocn
dollars. Money that was allocated to represent the
state’s original two-thirds commitment to the funding
for K-12 public education. No new state spending is
needed.

Today it has been my privilege to come before you
te air issues and ideas. That is a strength of our
system. Another strength is that there is opportunity
for vital corrections in the way Wisconsin funds public
education. I urge you to provide the necessary
financial relief to the school districts by upholding
the state’s previous commitment to the funding of
public education.

Thank you for vyour time.
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Members cf the }omt FmanceComrmtt_ee,

_ safety, accempamcd with dechmng enrollment has put the Laona District inas s;tuation
where this year, we will be facing a '$49,000 shortfall and a 3 mil tax increase to meet the_
 state imposed revenue cap. Yes, the Laona School Distri 1 fact, in efuaxy aids. -
Ninety percent of our district is ‘non-taxable and my Scht)o} District is paying temary mds
because of the mfiated values of the emstmg pmperty P the Laona i}istrzct is going to
survive, we need your heip The foilowmg list reflects some actlons that the legislature
could take any, part or all, which wouXd greatiy heIp our dzstnct over the next few years.

1. Fully fund the Large Area Dastnct k:gzslatmn at $35{} {)0 per ! student
Assist the school districts and townships in northern Wisconsin to maximize the
25% Payment through federal PILT legislation

3 Increase our Special Education Reimbursement from the current 32% to 50%
annually,
4. Stop the amount of equalization aid flowing from northern districts to the

Milwaukee choice program



5. Stop appiymg temary a:d dednctxens in districts where the average farmiy income
is less than 80% of the state averagc in Laﬁna, thf: fanuiy income is iess than 3
) 7(}% of the state average . i :

ke _If you have any questxons about thesfﬁproposed so?unons, please feel free to gwe mea o
- call. Thank you. - BRI R _ . :




