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A REPORT ON-A RULE AS ‘ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY THE AGENCY: THE
REPORT MAY NOT REFLECT THE FINAL CONTENT OF THE RULE IN FINAL
'DRAFT FORM AS IT WILL BE SUBMITTED. TO THE LEGISLATURE. - THIS
REPORT CONSTITUTES A REVIEW OF, BUT NOT APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL

OF, THE SUBSTANTIVE CONTENT -AND TECHNICAL ACCURACY OF THE
RULE.]

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 01-137

AN ORDER to repeal TCS 10.08 (3) (d) and (4) and 16.05 (4); to amend TCS 10.08 (1) and (3) (b
(intro.) and 2., (c) (intro’), 1:and 2. and {g), 16.02 (9) and (11}, 16.03, 16.04 (1), 16.05 (3) and 16.06
(intro.); to repeal and recreate TCS 16.02 (3) and 16.07: and to ‘create TCS 10.08 (Zm)and 16.02
(9m), relating to tuition and fee refunds, and grants to students.

Submitted by TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM BOARD -
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This rule has been revzewcci by the Rules Clearmghousc Based on that review, comments are
reported as noted below: '

I STATUIO_RY AUTHORITY {s. 227.15 (2} (a)]

- .éo'mment Attached YES D No b~

2. FORM, STYLE AND PLACEMENT IN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE [s. 227.15 (2) (¢)]

Comment Attached YES | V _ _ NO I:]

3. ct}mIC”r WI’?{‘H GR DUPLICATION OF EXISTING RULES [5.227.15.(2) (1

CommentAtiached YES 3_ SR .. _ NOP“

4. AEDEQUACY OF REFERENCES TO RELATED STATUTES; RULES-AND FORMS
[s. 227.15 (2) (e)]

Comment Attached YES NO |

5. CLARITY, GRAMMAR; PUNCTUATION AND USE OF PLAIN LANGUAGE [s. 227.15 (2) 0]

Comment Attached YES | ¥ . ~ NO 1::]

6. -PGTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH AND C{BMPARABILXTY Ti} RELATED FEDERAL
- REGULATIONS {s. 227152y (g)}

Comment Attached YES [___ No 7]

7. COMPLIANCE WITH PERMIT ACTION DEADLINE REQUIREMENTS {s. 227.15 (2) (h)]

Comment Attached YES E:! R | NGO El
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Comm”eni:s '

[NOTE: All citations to “Manual” in the comments below are to the
Administrative Rules Procedures Manual, prepared by the Revisor of

Statutes Bureau and the Legislatlve Cuuncﬂ Staff dated Sepiember o
1998.]

A Although usefu} for emphams use of 1tahcs ins. TCS i(} 08 (2m) 15 not approprxa{e_ -
'“draftmg styie “The agency may wish to review the mtended meanmg of “s;multaneausiy” ifit 18"
intended to cover ‘drop/adds done at the same time or in the same transaction, that could be

clarified. Also; in the’ first sentence, it appears that the ward “be” should be mscrted before the
word charged 7 LAl o

b Usa of the term afcrement;onﬁ 1 in s, TCS 16 O’E’ (4) sh@uid be avoxded {See 5.

101 (9) (b) Manuai] Replacmg thc term w1th “under thls subsectwn” weuid appear
appropriate -

¢. Ins. TCS 16.02 (9), the phrase “certificate as defined in s. TCS 16.02 (9m)” is
unnecessary and should be deleted.

5, Ckzrzt‘v Gmmman szc:fuatwn and. Use of Plain Lanpuare

- a. The last sentence of s. TCS 16 {}7 (4) is nm:k:ar Is it mtended to demy ehgibﬂzty for
future grants for errors that are nat attributable to the student?

b. The agency may w1sh to mc}ude an Hlltl&l apphcab:lny qection to clarify the grants
“and refurzds that will i‘)e affected R
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PROP{)SE’{) ORDER OF THE
WISCONSIN TECHNECAL COLLEGE SYSTEM BOARD
AMENDING RULES RELATING TO RESIDENCY ADMISSIONS AND FEE
REFUNDS; AND GRANTS TO STUDENTS

The Wisconsin Technical College System Board proposes an order to repeal TCS
10.08(3)(d) and 10.08(4) and 16.05(4); to amend TCS 10.08(1) and (3)(b)(intro) and
(3)(b)2. and (3)(c)(intro) and (3)(c)1. and (3)(c)2. and (3)(g) and 16.02(9) and an and
16.03 and 16.04(1) and 16.05(3) and 16.06(intro) and; to repeal and recreate 16.02(3) and
16.07; to create TCS 10. {)8(2m) and 16. 02(9m) relatmg to tuition and fee refunds, and
grants to students.

ANALYSIS PREPARED BY THE TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM BOARD

Statutory aui:hority Wis Stat §§ 38, 365(4) and 227. 11(2)
Statutes mterpreted Wis. Stat. §§ 38.24(2) and 38.305.

Tuition and fee refunds. The Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS) refund policies
and procedures are promulgated as administrative rules and have remained essentially
unchanged since they were established several decades ago. The last modification was
'made in 1994 to’ 1mplemeni a change in federal regulatwns reiated to financial aids

recxpxents However, there has been’ a movement over the. years from tradztmnal-‘-

semester: length classroom based courses to alternate length classroom and distance
education based courses. Also, the federal regulations related to financial aid recipients
have again been modified prompting a review of the current rules. Based on these
factors, a {:ommittee comprzsed of State Board" and District staff rewewed the current
WTCS refund policies and procedures to determme if they are relevant and appropriate
and to recommend modifications the committee deems necessary to address current and
future course offerings.

After a review of the current refund policies, the joint committee determined that,
although appropriate, these policies needed updating both to conform to current. federal
law and to clarify (and consolidate) the method of calculating refunds since the two
methods currently being used are mtended to resuit in the same amount of refund.

Grants to Students (TOP Grants). The 2001-2003 biennial budget (2001 Wis. Act 16)
contains two provisions that affect student eligibility for TOP-grants. First, beginning
July 2001, students who enroll full-time in a technical college occupational program



within three years of earning a certificate of general educational development (GED)
from:the Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public:Instruction are now eligible for TOP
grants.: “Second, the program has been reduced from $1,000 to $500 for all students
recexvmg their first TOP grant in the 2001-2002 school year.’ G . o

Wis. Admin. Code ch. TCS 16, impiements Wis. Stat. § 38.305, and authorizes .the.State
Board to establish rules to implement and administer grants.to students, along with

, rules on reftmdmg a: grant ifa Student becames mehgibie for the grant award.-

TEXT: OF RULE

SECTION 1.  TCS 10.08(1)is amended to read:
TCS 10 68(1) ‘GENERAL PROVISION. - In this section, all refund provisions may be
superseded by state or fecieraE law. R R WELE : £

SECTIGN 2 TCS 10 08(2m) (‘atie) and (Zm) is created to read

TCS 10. 98(2 E_SECTION DROP/ADDS A student who drops one section of a
course an szmuitaneou@enrolis in an equivalent section of the same course shall not
receive a refun urse fees for the dropped section orA&arged course fees for the

added section. The student may be charged a processing fee as allowed under sub.
(3)(g) For the purpose of this subsection, an equivalent section is one offered for the

Substantialiy the same pomt in the course currlculum at the time of the drop/ add.

SECTION 3. TCS 10.08(3)(b) (intro) is amended to read:

TC510.08(3)(b) A student who drops one or more courses and prior to the issuance of a
refund for’ the dropped course or courses adds one or more courses shall have the
program fees, material fees and tuition for the dropped course or courses applied to the
tuition and fee :c'har'ges of the add-e‘ti ‘course or cou‘rsés subject to the following:

SECTION 4. TCS 10.08(3)(b)2. is amended to read: SIS
TCS 10.08(3)(b)2. Where the fees for a dropped course or courses exceed applzcable fees
for an added course or courses, students will receive a refund ‘pursuant to pass- par. (c)

SECTION 5. TCS 10.08(3)(c) is amended to read:
TCS 10.08(3)(c) Except as provided under pars. (a) and (b), refunds fer-courses-which-are

seheduled-to-meetforone-semester-orlonger; shall be:

b

-~ ssame ‘credit’ value, is sub]ect to the same dolar amount of student fees and is“at



SECTION 6. TCS 10.08(3)(c)1. is amended to read: : - SR
TCS 10.08(3)c)l.  80% of pmgram fees, matemai fees and out—ofwstaie tmtlon 1f

application for refund is made ¢ : By
date before or at the time 10% of. the course’s total: hours of instruction. have been

omp_leted

SECTION 7. TCS5°10. 08(3)(c)2 is. amended to read - : ST T T
TCS 10.08(3)(c)2: 60% of program fees, materials fees. and: out-ef—state tuition: -if

application for refund is made dering-—the-15 *_through-28"-calendar-day-of-the-term’s
beginning-date after 10% but before more than 20% of the course’s potential hours of

instruction have been completed.

SECTiGN 8. TCS 1{} GS{B)(e) is amended tG read - : :
TCS 10. 08(3)(:3) No refund shall be granted if apphcatmn is made after t—he%S“"—eaieﬂéaf
: GHES ges-or-after 20% of the course’s total
potentxal hours of instruction have been completed m—eeufses—sehedaleé—%e—m%
than-a-semester.

SEC’HON 9. TCS 1{3 08(%) is’ repealed

SEC}“ION 10. TCS 16 02(3) is repealed and recreaﬁed to read

| _'_TCS 16 02(3) {3) “Date of record” mieans ‘the day ‘when 1{)%. ef the potentzal hours of- | :

instruction of ‘the course have been’ Cﬁmpieted based on when the student is: first
scheduled to attend the course.

SECTION 11 TCS 16.02(9) is-amended to- 1eaii e e : e

TCS 16.02(9) “First-year student™ ‘means any. techmcai coiiege student who has eamed

completed, or received no:more th%q_]_&_p%tsecondary credits ‘after graduatmg from

high school or receiving a GED (ertificate]as defined in s. TCS 16.02(9m). .

postsecondary credit earned while serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces may

not be counted agamst this credit limigation. ' :
e r’/[" reglle

SECTiON 12. TCS16. (32(9111) is created to read: . : :

TCS 16.02(9m) “GED” means a general educahonal deveiopmeﬂt certificate :ssm;zd by

the state superintendent of public instruction under s. 115.29(4).

SECTION 13. TCS 16.02(11) is amended:to read:



TCS 16.02(11) (.‘E 1) “Qraduated from high schoel means having received a high school
diploma i . under s. 4833 P1 5.02(8), or a high

school eqmvalency dlpioma under s. 115 29(4), Stats,

SECTION 14 TCS 16 03 is: amended to read it

TCS 16.03 . Period of: mmal el1g1b1hty The ehgzbzhty pemod for an. m1t1a1 TOP grant
begins on the date a person graduates from high school or receives a GED and ends on
his or her initial eligibility end date.

SECTION 15. TCS 16.04(1) is amended to read:
TCS 16.04(1) The student has graduated from high school or rez:ewed a GED as verified
by the dlstrlct : . . B . _ .

SECTION 16. TCS 16. 05(3} is amended to read: S I D
TCS 16.05(3) A grant recipient is eligible to receive up to 2TOP grants totahng no more
than $500. per—seheel-year within a 12~momth period from the date of recetwt of the fzrst
TOP grant. : warded-meor 1 :

total:

SECTION 17. TCS 16.05(4) is repealed.

SECTION 18. TCS 16.06(intro) is amended to read: - :
TCS 16.06 Continuation of TOP grant ehg;bihty To receive a TOP grant for a Z“d—éfé
_-_-9?——4""* semester after recewmg an. mmal grant award a student shaii meet ail of the

SECTION 19. TCS 16.07 is repealed and recreated to read: :

TCS 16. 07 Refundmg policy. (1) A student who' either fails to attam a2 O GPA or who
is not enrolled fuli~t1me during the semester in which he or she was awarded a TOP
grant shall forfeit any remaining eligibility for subsequent TOP grant awards.

(2) A student who has received a TOP grant under s. TCS 16.05 or 16.06 may request
an exemption for reasons owing to personal hardship during the semester in which he
or she received the grant. The district director or designee shall approve or deny an
exemption request before the end of the semester in which the request was made. A
student who has received approval for an exemption is not subject to the provisions of
sub. (1) for the subsequent semester in which he or she is eligible for a TOP grant,
following the approval of the exemption.

(3) A student may apply for one exemption under sub. (4).

(4) The district director or designee shall seek a full refund of all TOP grant monies
from any student awarded such funds if the district director or designee finds, after
giving written notice and an opportunity to be heard, that the student received a grant




as.a result of deception, fraud, misinformation, or error'in providing his or her -
registration information for an initial or continued TOP grant award. - A student who is
found to have received a grant award based upon any of the aforementioned reasons
forfeits any remaining eligibility for subsequent TOP grant awards. No student may be
required to refund any grant award if the findings result in-a determination that the
award was due to errornot attributable to the student. iﬁ such case, the student isno
longer eligible for any remaining TOP grant awards. -+ - - SRR

EFFECTIVE DATE

This rule shall take effect on the first day following the date of publication in the
Wisconsin Administrative Register as provided in s. 227.22(2) (intro.), Stats.

FISCAL ESTIMATE

The functlons reqmred by these ruies canbe. absorbed within exastmg staff. Therefore,
there is no fiscal effect on the agency. N

CONTACT PERSON

Questions concerning these rules may be directed to Morna Foy, Wisconsin Technical
Col 1ege System Bcard 3}8 Price P’iace, P. O Box 7874 Madmon Wzsconsm 63767~7874
telephone (608) 266&449 = R &

Date: November 28, 2001

Wisconsin Techmcal Coliege System Board

Z/Zc'

Eciward Chm, Director =




