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25 Seov Dneo Medlrdii 6\

We, the undersigned citizens, feel we have not been duly
represented on the issue of banning the feeding and baiting of deer.
The Wisconsin DNR Advisory Board has overlooked and outright
ignored the concerns of the northern half of the state. The ban, now
in effect, has a tremendous impact on the northwoods. We, therefore
should have been involved in the decision-making process.

- We feel the DNR Advisory Board has taken action on this matter
very hastily and without proper research, We, therefore, are
imploring you, our elected representatives, to take action on our

- concerns, and reinstate the feeding and baiting of deer.
- You have been chosen by the people of Northern Wisconsin to
. be our collective voice. You need to speak out about our concerns.
- As.your constituents, we will use our.votes in the next elections to
- ._choose a representative that | istens to the people of the Northwoods,
‘and acts on-our behalf. Will these votes be cast for you? Your actions
_ on this.issue now will determine our choices in the future.
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Flury, Kelley

From: Robert Premo [rpremo@vil.brown-deer.wi.us]
Sent:  Thursday, October 31, 2002 2:01 PM
To: Sen.Robson @ legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Upcoming legislative review on emergency rule on baiting of
Dear Senator Robson;

I'have been an avid bowhunter since a very young age and | am very concerned with the current prohibition on
baiting deer. | believe there should be some allowance for small amounts of bait to be legal to assist bow hunters
in there pursuit of a whitetail deer, small amounts should be timited to not more than 2 gallons at any stand site. |
commonly have used small amounts of bait successfully in making good clean killing shots on deer that are in
appropriate range and still for a clean unobstructed shot. The small amount of bait affords a befter opportunity to
obtain a clean clear shot. At times | can use as little as 6 to 8 apples placed strategically at the trail alongside my
stand and be successful. | am also opposed to large scale baiting were individuals dump large amounts such as
pickup truck loads of bait. | feel this allowance for small amounts of bait is a useful tool in harvesting deer and
should be aliowed.

Please consider amending the emergency rule to allow baiting with small amounts of bait which would not exceed
2 gallons at any stand site

10/31/2002
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Flury, Kelley

From: Larry Bonde [ljbface @bytehead.com]
Sent:  Thursday, October 31, 2002 8:32 PM

To: rep.grothman @legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Seratti @ legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Gunderson@ legis.state.wi.us;
Rep.Turner@legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Hebl @ legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Robson @legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.Grobschmidt @ legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Hansen @ legis.state.wi.us; sen.welch@ legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.Cowles @legis.state.wi.us

Subject: CWD emergency rule
Member of the Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules

On Nov. 7th you be holding hearings regarding the extension of the CWD emergency rule enacted earlier this
year. | would strongly encourage you to extend the entire rule without any further delay or afterations. This
emergency rule was written with the best science available to date concerning CWD. it was not something the
DNR ask for before it took considerable time in understanding that the goal must be to contain and then hopefully
eradicate CWD from Wisconsin. The scientific community has publicly given support of the DNR's action as well

I know that there will be a very vocal segment of the population that will try to get baiting and feeding of deer
taken out of the rule. That would be a huge mistake!! You can not expect the DNR and DATCP to achieve there
adjectives if the legislators tie their hands behind their back. All the tools ask for in the amergency rule must stay
intact. The vocal group that will ask for any change are only a very loud minority. From all the pecple | have
talked too there is overwhelming support for everything the DNR has ask for on this issue. Remember there will
always be people that disagree and any issue.

So please extend the entire emergency rule as it is written

Thank You Lawrence J Bonde
12211 Marken RD Kiel W1 53042
{920)683-8449

11/04/2002



COUNTRY FHEED &
PET STORE
P.0, Box 835
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October 31, 2002

Senator Judith Ropson

Room 15 South, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882

Madison Wi 53707-7882

; Bear :'Se_n'ator Roh‘sbn:

fam wrltmg tc you conceming t?;e }omt cammlttae on Review of Admmnstratwe thl&, whmh is scheduied for ' - :

‘November 7th, 2002. The rule that has affected oz:r baszness so dramatlcaliy is the rule on the ban on
wiidi:fe feedmg in the State of W;sconsfn L ; : : _

My husband and | have owned Gountry Feed fcr 51/2 years. We have four chiidren that have all parncipated
in the business. Matthew, 14, our youngest is still at home and knowledgeable enough to run the counter
area for us at busy times. Alf our children have spent many an evening hagging corn for the next days’ sales
in the fall anci wmter Large farms are nearly non»existaﬂt inour area and therefom our busiaess depends of
smau hoi:by farms anci wﬁdiifa feedmg N : : : :

B&rmg the fail and wm{er mcmtbs our busmess depends on hunting & baiting and onthe deer faeci ng
'_hobbyists prowding approximatefy 70% of our income, To, date we have §ost over $25 060 in-saias _since
-August when nur feeci" g & baittng $easnn z:sualiy beg“n S e : ;

My husband has had tn retum to drivmg semi gone up to 16 hours a day leavmg my son and lto run-our
small farm and the business. We have been forced to cut our hours by 3 days a week so l can find part time
work, If it were not for an’ understandmg banker in.our town we would have closed the doors: by now. We
hawe 3ust fimshed zefmanﬁing our basmess and bormwing an adsiitncnai $21,000 to continue to operate

Th;s ban came on so suddenly there was no opportztmty to aﬂjust our business operations and possibly come
up with a plan: to expand in other directions. At this point we do not have the f!nanciai capabiﬂttes to do'so
anyway. This seems the equivalent of prohibition onty back then companies had 1 years to'make chaﬁges

We are Just one feed mill out of many across the state. Mills in the northern haif of Wisconsin have been hit
the hardest because we are not in the iarge farming areas. We have been coatact with severa! couples just
like ourselves that are facing losing the: husm&sses we Iove Witha state budget deficit of over 2.8 billion
and peopls facing layoffs all across the cauntry this seems a poor time to put more of us out of work over a
rule that has yet to have shown to ‘have any impact on Chronic Wasting Disease.

}admit there are arguments on both sides of the issue of feeding and baiting in the State of Wisconsin. But
to keep this ban in effect until the results are known over the next two years and see what happens will
mean that mafsy peapie like me wili not get a second chance to come back and try again, Our business and
possibly our family farm, owned by the Rantala famiiy for 100 years, will be gone. 1t will be too late for us.



In the northern part of our state before people started feeding the deer they yarded up in huge masses
during the winter. Areas near us inciude the Brule River area-and the Fiag River. Any number of residents
will tell you how sickening it was to see the deeficrowded starving and passing disease from one to another.

That has all changed now. Peopie all over feed deerin smail guantities in their back yards keeping the herd
spread out. Instead of hundreds of deerin one area there are pockets of 5o 10 deer here and there. This is
a much healthier way for the herd 10 Survive. Baltmg has also insured a good Kill durmg hunting. Banning
feeding in ti}e northemn: paft of the stata will retum the herds to yarding up and cause the spread of even
more: ctisease :

The rules cannot be tailored’ arctmd the. areas where most of our govemmeﬂt works, just because it seems to
fit the soﬁti}em area does not-mean it ﬂts the whoie state. Deer management must be addressed area by
area notasa hlanket rts]e In the begmnmg of t?;e ‘Chronic Waste ruiings it was stated we wouid be handled
witha scalpel amf not a hatchet Instead the small busmaﬁses have been stabbed in the back and are
ca;'rymg the ban}en of t!ze af?ef:ts of thls ban.

Dursng the 3 days of hearmgs adﬂressmg tlus mlmg our ieglsla‘tors dld not think the DNR would turn this mto

a statewude ban T?ns iSnotat all what they hadin m;nd The DNR was always opposed to feeding and _
baltmg, as were ce:tam politicat. leaders in. tins state, .Chromc Wasting stease is being used:as an excuse for
this ban.. '{here isstiil no reai ‘scientific: ur;derstandmg as to how: CW!D spreads ‘and until that is known

bannmg feed;ng ls oniy puttmg peopie out of buszness '

Please keep basiaesses like mjrs operating. Please, eliminate the ban on feeding in our state,

I look forward to this meeting and will be attending along with several other small mills, fike ourselves, whose
IiveEihoo_d is at stake.

Thank you sincerely for your time,

Patti Rantala
Country Feed & Pet Store
Owners: Ron & Patti Rantala
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Flury, Kelley

From: Bmkaminski23@aol.com
Sent:  Thursday, October 31, 2002 3:48 PM

To: rep.grothman @legis.state.wi.us; rep.seratti@ legis.state.wi.us; rep.gunderson@legis.state.wi.us;
rep.turner @legis.state.wi.us; rep.hebl@legis.state.wi.us; sen.robson@ legis.state.wi.us;
sen.grobschmidt @ legis.wi.us; sen.hansen @legis.state.wi.us; sen.welch@ legis.state.wi.us;
sen.cowles @legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Bait Ban
Dear Representatives and Senators:

t write this e-mail to all of you in hopes that you will give a deep and considerable thought to not allowing baiting
for deer at all for the rest of this year. | am not totally for or totally against the ban but feel this year it has given the
sportsman in this state that don't want to bait an even playing field. For the past years baiting has been a legal
form of hunting but from seeing first hand the baiting that goes on in the woods | would say you would be lucky i
one in ten sportsman baiting staying with in the legal limit. | can only compare this to the bear hunting rules hear
in the state, for example one year hound hunting comes first then the baiting season the following year it is
reversed. To me this would be the year the non-baiting sportsman get their turn. Again | ask that you keep in mind
that we are trying to eliminate CWD and part of the solution maybe to remove certain eliminates until we can be
sure they are not a part of the problem. Please also remember to listen to the people whom have elected you and
what they want.

Thank you for your time, 1 know some of you don't hunt and really do not believe the baiting can be a problem with
people not following limits. So at this time the Pariners Deer Camp in Florence would welcome any of you out
during the season when baiting is legal to see just how in violation these sportsman are.

Sincerely,
Michael Kaminski

11/04/2002
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Qctober 21, 2002

Senator Judith Robson

Room 15 South, State Capitol
P.0. Box 7882

Madison Wi 53707-7882

Dear Senator Rol_)son:

lam writing to you cbncern_ing the Joint Committee on Review of Administrative Rules, which is scheduled for
November 7th, 2002.- The rule that has affected our business so dramatically is the rule on the ban on
wildlife feeding in the State of Wisconsin.

My husband and | have owned Country Feed for 5 1/2 years. We have four children that have ali participated
in the business, Matthew, 14, our youngest is still at home and knowledgeable enough to run the counter
area for us at busy times. Al our children have spent many an evening bagging corn for the next days’ sales
in the fall and winter, Large farms are nearly non-existent in our area and therefore our business depends on
small hobby farms and wildlife feeding,

During the fall and winter months our business depends on hunting & baiting and on the deer feeding
hobbyists, providing approximately 70% of our income. To date we have lost over $25,000 in sales since
~ August when.our feeding & balting season usually begins, . A PR
My husband has had to return to driving semi, gone up to 16 hours a day leaving my son and | to run our
small farm and the business. We have been forced to cut our hours by 3 days a week so I can find part time
work. If it were not for an understanding banker in our town we would have closed the doors by now. We
have just finished refinancing our business and borroiwing an additional $21,000 to continue to operate.

This ban came on so suddenly there was no opportunity to adjust our business operations and possibly come
up with a plan to expand in other directions. At this point we do not have the financial capabilities to do so
anyway. This seems the equivalent of prohibition only back then companies had years to make changes.

We are just one feed mill out of many across the state. Mills in the northern half of Wisconsin have been hit
the hardest because we are not in the large farming areas. We have been contact with several couples just
like ourselves that are facing losing the businesses we love. With a state budget deficit of over 2.8 billion
and people facing layoffs ail across the country this seems a poor time to put more of us out of work over a
rule that has yet to have shown to have any impact on Chronic Wasting Disease.

i admit there are arguments on both sides of the issue of feeding and baiting in the State of Wisconsin. But
to keep this ban in effect until the results are known over the next two years and see what happens will
mean that many people like me will not get a second chance to come back and try again. Our business and
possibly our family farm, owned by the Rantala family for 100 years, will be gone. it will be too iate for us.




in the northern part of our state before peopie started feeding the deer they yarded up in huge masses
during the winter. Areas near us include the Brule River area and the Flag River. Any number of residents
wiil tell you how sickening it was to see the deer crowded, starving and passing disease from one to another.

That has all changed now. People all over feed deer in small quantities in their back yards keeping the herd
spread out. Instead of hundreds of deer in one area there are pockets of 5 to 10 deer here and there. This is
a much healthier way for the herd to survive. Baiting has also insured a good kill during hunting. Banning
feeding in the northern part of the state will return the herds to varding up and cause the spread of even
more disease.

The rules cannot be tailored around the areas where most of our government works, just because it seems to
fit the southern area does not mean it fits the whole state. Deer management must be addressed area by
area not as a blanket rule. In the beginning of the Chronic Waste rulings it was stated we would be handled
with a scalpel and not a hatchet. Instead the small businesses have been stabbed in the back and are
carrying the burcien of the effects of this ban.

During | the 3 days of hearmgs addressmg this ruling our legislators did not think the DNR wouid turn this into
a statewsde ban. This is not at all what they had in mind. The DNR'was always opposed to feeding and
balilng, as were certam political ieaders in this state. Chronic Wastmg Disease is being used as an excuse for
this ban, T%zere is still no real scientific understanding as to how CWD spreads and until that is known
banning feeding is only putting people out of business.

Piease keep businesses like ours operating, Please, eliminate the ban on feeding in our state.

| look forward to this meeting and will be attending along with several other small mills, like ourselves, whose
livelihood is at stake.

Thank you sincerely for your time,

.‘\ (f, w&-/ // /i/ / ﬁ
Patti Rantala
Country Feed & Pet Store

Owners: Ron & Patti Rantala
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Flury, Kelley

From: Bmkaminski23@aol.com
Sent:  Thursday, October 31, 2002 3:48 PM

To: rep.grothman @ legis.state.wi.us; rep.seratti@legis.state.wi.us; rep.gunderson@legis.state.wi.us;
rep.turner @legis.state.wi.us; rep.hebl @ legis.state.wi.us; sen.robson @ legis.state.wi.us;
sen.grobschmidt @ legis.wi.us; sen.hansen @ legis.state. wi.us; sen.welch @legis.state.wi.us;
sen.cowles @legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Bait Ban
Dear Representatives and Senators:

I write this e-mail o all of you in hopes that you will give a deep and considerable thought to not aliowing baiting
for deer at all for the rest of this year. | am not fotally for or totally against the ban but feel this year if has given the
sportsman in this state that don't want to bait an even playing field. For the past years baiting has been a legal
form of hunting but from seeing first hand the baiting that goes on in the woods | would say you would be lucky #
one in ten sporisman baiting staying with in the legal limit. 1 can only compare this to the bear hunting rufes hear
in the state, for example.one year hound hunting comes first then the baiting season the following year it is
reversed. To:me this would be the year the non-baiting sportsman get their turn. Again | ask that you keep in mind
that we are trying to eliminate CWD and part of the solution maybe to remove certain eliminates until we can be
sure they are not a part of the problem. Please also remember to listen to the people whom have elected you and
what they want. _ .

Thank you for your time, | know some of you don't hunt and really do not believe the baiting can be a problem with
people not following limits. So at this time the Partners Deer Camp in Florence would welcome any of you out
during the season when baiting is legal to see just how in violation these sportsman are.

Sincerely,
Michael Kaminski

11/04/2002




Ftury, Kelley

From. ' Kdaworski @foth.com
~Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2002 10:45 AM
To: rep.grothman@legis.state.wi.us; rep. seratti@legis.state, wi.us;

rep.gunderson @legis.state.wi.us; rep. turner @legis.state.wi.us; rep. habl@legis.state.wi.us;

sen.robson@legis.state.wi.us; sen.grobschmidi@legis.state.wi.us;

sen.hansen@legis state.wi.us; sen.welch@legis.state.wi.us; sen.cowles @legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Emergency Rule NR 10 and 45 Relating to the control and management of CWD.

Dear respective legisliators,

It has come to my attention that the Joint Committee for Review of
Administrative Rules {JCRAR) will be meeting Thursday, November 7, 2002 in
the State Capitel to discuss the extengion of the above referenced rules as
requested by the WDNR for the purposes of assisting in the control of CWD.
I am a Wisconsin regident, forest landowner and avid deer hunter. T
strongly encourage your support for the extension of these rules which will
allow for'the extension of ‘the beer baiting: and feeding bans. ' Pleaze don't
‘be fooled by the axgument ‘that the deer kill is 'down because baltlng is not
__Vailowed The kill -is- &own because - of a general public concern over the long
Tsterm conseguences- of CWD and how Atocould potentially impact humans. Many
_spouses simply do not want venison. 1n the household consumed by children
Aamikil their comfort 1evels in eating venison are restore& Articles
‘through the press have obv10usiy changed peoples views on the health
concerns of eating venison and it has not been to the benefit of shooting
deer. The re-establishment of baiting and feeding will not subdue the
publics fear of eating venison and continued feeding and baltlng will only
continue to congregate deer into small areas further increasing the
‘percentage of deer contact between infected animals. Furthermore, we need
to allow the deer baiting and feeding ban ample time to work and
potentlaily'confzrm the claim that deerx sightings by hunters are actually
increasing due to less nocturnal movement patterns. Early bow season

. reports by hunters afield appear to support this claim. The kill is down
“rhecaise huliters are 1oggzng less time ‘afield,’ aoL: because At “has been more

” td1ff1cult to shomt deer. ' More liberal hunting ‘opportunities in the form of

more available tags #nd’ huntlng ‘days are far better alternatives to
increasing the kill. Finally, how could this state regspectfully ask for
federal funds to fight CWD if we are not formulating and implementing state
policies and programs which will reduce deer contact at feeding locations.

. The re-establishment of baltlng and feeding practzces would appear, to me,
to be very hypocritical. Let's not put Wisconsin in that position!

Once again, I ask vou to please support the WDNR's request to extend these
rules beyond the current November 30th deadline. I thank you in advance for
Your support.

Respectfully,
Ken Jaworski
Green Bay, WI

Een Jaworski, AICP, Senicr Project Manager

Foth & Van Dyke and Associates, Inc.

2737 8. Ridge Road, P.C. Box 15012

Green Bay, WI 54307-3012

Phone (920) 4%6-6844 / Fax {920) 4%7-8516

hittp://www. foth.com

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This communication including any attachments, (E-mail) is confidential and
may be proprietary, privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. If
you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender, permanently
delete this E-Mail from your system and destroy any copies. Any use of
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.. this.E-Mail, including discleosure, distribution or replication, by someone
. .,other than its intended recipient is prohibited.

This E~Mail has the potential to have been altered or corrupted due to
transmission or conversion. It may not be appropriate to rely upon this
E~Mail in the same manner ag hardcopy materials bearing the author's
- original signature or seal.




November 1, 2002

Senator Judy Robson

Room 15 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882

Subject: DEER BAITING AND FEEDING BAN - Joint Committee for Review of
Administrative Rules - November 7, 2002 Public Hearing

f)ear Semtcr R(}bscn‘

i uﬂderstand that yeu are co-chair of the Joint Casmmmee for Review of Admxmstratwe
Rules. 1am writing regarding the public hearing and vote on November 7% to extend the
ban on deer feeding and hazf:mg My State Representative, Mary Hubler, suggested that I
write you to state my opinion on the baiting and feeding ban.

As an avid hunter and outdoorsman, [ am very much in favor of the ban and would much
like to see it extended and be made a permanent ban. When we feed wildlife, we are
creating an artificial situation that can increase the potential for spreading disease among
our Wisconsin deer herd. With the outbreak of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in this
state, we as sportsmen and women must do everythmg we can to limit the potential for
spread of the disease.. For years our deer herd in the Wisconsin north woeds have been
'kept at an amﬁclaﬂy high }eval through feedmg and: ba;tmg B -

[ have been enjoying one of my best years while bow hunting this fall. Without the
artificial deer feeding, the herd is scaitered throughout the woods and I have been secmg
more deer browsing for feed ciunng daylight hours. The thrill of scouting for deer sign
and sitting on natural runways is back. The deer are no longer only nocturnal creatures
that bed down r near a bait pile, coming in to feed just before (or after) dark.

It is my belief that we should rely on the Wisconsin DNR biologists recommendations,
and continue the baiting and feeding ban and make it a permanent rule.

Thank you for your time.

%ﬁ@{?ly,

Michael D. 0 Shea, PE.

N1416 McCune Lake Rd.
Sarona, Wisconsin 54870




20TH CENTURY CHEMICAL, INC.

P.O. BOX 177, HWY. 13 SOUTH, SPENCER, W! 54479
715-859-5570

November 1, 2002

Senator Judith Robson
Senate Co-Chair

Room 15 South, State Capital
PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator,

It has come fo our attention that the emergency rule banning the feeding of deer in
Wisconsin is set to expire on November 30 of this year. Our company manufactures
vitamin and mineral supplements for many types of animals including dairy, beef, swine
and deer. These supplements our designed to enhance the health and well-being of the
animals they are fed to. The feeding ban prohibits the deer from having access to these
supplements as well as many other feed items provided to them by the public. Not only
are we jeopardizing the health our deer heard but we are also disrupting a very viable
economy in our state. Our company as well as many others in our industry depend on the
sale of these deer feed items to keep our businesses financially sound.

.+ Also, with there still being little known about how CWD occurs and is spread, it is not
“known if the feeding ban will hélp to eliminate the problem. In fact, with fewer hunting
licenses being sold (less deer being harvested) because of the ban, it may be making the

problem worse.

Please reconsider the extension of the deer feeding ban. Many things are at stake.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Sk Pucpe

Joseph Fischer-manager
20th Century Chemical, Inc,



Flury, Kelley

From: Mark Luoma [mwluoma @ glidden.k12.wi.us] L \~or
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 1:21 PM W%( =

To: sen.robson @legis.state.wi.us @(

Subject: Deer Baiting/Feeding Ban % D

Dear Senator Robson

I just read that the Join Committee for Review of Adnministrative Rules will
be conducting a hearing next week to discuss the baiting/feeding ban and
whether it is to be extended.

I strongly urge you to vote in favor of lifting the ban for a number of
reasons.

The economy of northern Wisconsin has suffered this fall because fewer
hunters are venturing north to hunt. Gas stations, motels, grocery stores,
feed mills, etc. have seen theilr revenues plummet due to fewer hunters
resulting in less business.

Hunting license sales have decreased and will continue to do so. I hunt in
several locations all on public forested lands and am sorry that I purchased
an archery license. I have harvested a buck during archery season for most
of the last ten years. This year I have yvet to see a deer closer than 100
vards--~all seagon. In fact, my son refused to purchase a license this year
because he knew that it would be next to impossible to have a deer come
close enough to harvest. The majority of archery hunters that T know and
have talked with did not purchase a license this year. And the reason iz
not a fear of CWD as the DNR keeps insisting. Everyone of thege "ex"
hunters is not participating because they wish to zee deer. Using scents
and sitting near deer trails is not going to allow a hunter to see very many
deer--at least not in the northern forested parts of the gtate.

I believe that it is becoming more apparent each day that CWD was brought
into our state through game farms. These "farms” should be more more
accountable to the DNR. Trophy hunting on these farms should be abolished.

The state's deer population is quite high in many parts of the gtate. We
need to harvest animals this vear or the problem is going to multiply. This
ig not good for the state's forest ecology and will result in many more
car/deer accidents. The intelligent thing was not to remove the hunter from
the woods as the ban on baiting/feeding hasg accomplished.

If this ban continues for years, Wisconsin's hunting tradition will suffer
tremendously. This troubles me because I am an avid deer hunter and hope to
pass my love of the outdoors and the sport on to my children and
grandchildren.

However, if your committee would decide to 1ift the ban, I would strongly

urge a common sense limit on the amount of bait that can be usgsed. Five or
fewer gallons should be the limit, and it should have to be spread out over
an area. People who exceed the bait/feed limits should receive a citation
and fine. It should be high enough so that it deters over baiting/feeding.

Thank you for your support of wildlife management in ouy state as well as
the hunting heritage that so many of us enjoy.

Mark Luoma

139 Heritage Lane
Park PFalls, WI 54552
T15-762~2074
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Flury, Kelley

From: Chris Schwersenska [chris @water-right.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 5:00 PM
To: ‘Sen.Cowles @ legis.state.wi.us’; 'sen.welch@legis.state.wi.us";

‘Sen.Hansen@legis.state.wi.us'; 'Sen.Grobschmidt @ legis.state.wi.us",
‘Sen.Robson@legis.state, wi.us'; 'Rep.Hebl @legis.state.wi.us"; ‘Rep.Turner@Ilegis.state.wi.us';
‘Rep.Gunderson @legis.state.wi.us": ‘Rep.Seratti @leqgis.state.wi.us’;
‘rep.grothman @ legis, state.wi.us'

Subject: Baiting

Just an FYI to all of you. I don't know your peositions on deer baiting, but
to date this year out of 4 of us that hunt a private 160 acre plot in
Rhinelander WI we have 0 deer. Last year at this time we had 7. I had 3 (2
with the bow, and 1 T zone) 2 of them were bonus tags bought from the DNR.
My father had 1. Cousin = 2, and Uncle = 1. During the 9 day gun deer
season, each of us took 1 more deer with the exception of my cousin, he had
2. That's 12 deer off of a 160 acre plot hunting over bait piles. Last

. Year was not an exceptional year either. Most years we have that much

: success. This vear, we are not sure we will shoot any deer at all.

Please do something about this. T have heard a report that Oneida Counties
deer kill so far is down 80%1111 Most locals I talk to up there are very
unhappy about the baiting ban, and many are not hunting this vear because of
it. If T come home with a zero this year for both bow and gun seasons, it
will be my last year hunting. And no I have no concern about getting my
deer tested. Ry the time T would get the test back, the deer would have
already been saten in my household.

Thank vyou for your time.
Christopher Schwersenska

Production Manager
Water-Right Inc.
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From: The Thorns [rthorn @wi.rr.com]
Sent:  Friday, November 01, 2002 9:08
To: Sen.Robson @legis.state.wi.us

Subject: baiting deer in Wisconsin
Please note that | am in favor of baiting deer for hunting and winter feeding purposes in the state of Wisconsin.
Thank you for considering this.

Randy Thomn

11/04/2002
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Flury, Kelley

From: Sue Ebbert [sue @ticon.net}
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 9:07
To: Sen.Robson@legis.state wius
To Whom this may concern.

E would like to request that our state representives return the feeding and baiting to Wisconsin.I'm am NOT a
hunter. we are farmers and working people. we pay our taxes and enjoy watching the animals and the birds. As
your law stands now we are not able to feed the birds with out hanging our feeders out of reach of deer. we are
not able to feed the bear with out digging a hole in the ground and covering it. | place all natural food out nothing
the we cant grow on our farm. this law prohibited me from taking these foods up north to feed and see the
animals.we have been feeding the animals up north for years as well as 1000s of others this is what keeps the
Wisconsin deer herds other animals alive in the Northwood's. The baiting of theses animais is the easy way in to
eat.to bring them in, | know this because after the law | have seen no deer up north in 6 months on our propenty.
and before | could tell what time they will come and the DNR knows this because they are allowing baiting in the
kill zone.Let the hunter decide what means they will use to get a deer. weather it be feed or natural or store
boughten lures.if you want the deer herd controlled.Let the each hunter decide how they will do it. And give me
and 1000s of others the pleasures of watching mother natural in all her wonders.

Thanks You Sue Ebbert of Fort Atkinson and Northwoods of Wis

11/04/2002




Flury, Kelley

From: Proudfit, Robert [Robert.Proudfit@ MDRSYS.com]

Sent: Friday, Novernber 01, 2002 10:00 AM

To: ‘sen.robson @legis.state.wi.us'

Subject: Please extend Emergency Rule NR 10 and NR 45 - baiting and feedin g ban

Dear Sen. Robson,

I am gending this letter to voice my STRONG SUPPORT for to EXTENSION of NR
10 and NR 45, primarily the temporary ban on baiting and feeding of
whitetail deer. I feel it is imperative we continue the ban unitil more is
kriown about the spread/transmission of WD in our deer herd. While it is
important to consider the arguments posed by those who wish to eliminate the
ban, vyou must do what is in the best interest of the deer herd and the
future of hunting in Wisconsin. My concerns about baiting and feeding have
a lot to do with CWD. However, they go much deeper than that. Please
consider the following:

1} The Wisconsin DNR, along with other wildlife experts from across the
country, strongly recommend AGAINST any baiting and feeding of deer in the
fight against CWD. One example is Val Geist, Professor Emeritus of

- Environmental Science at the University of Calgary. He has been studying
CWD almost since its discovery in Fort Collins, Colorado. Tn a letter to
the Wisconsin Deer Hunters Association, Ceist clearly states:

"The implications for free-living deer is that artificial feaeding, watering
and salting sites will transmit the diseage. A: least until the earth
surface has been rinsed by rains and melting snow and the diseased prions
are dissipated into the soil beyond any reach by deer."
{http://www.bandeerbaiting.org/articles/geist html, Dr. Ceist's credentials
at: http://www.ucalgary.ca/UofC/faculties/EV/) .

As elected officials, you should make vour decisions based on what is best
. for Wisconsin and Wisconsin's future. This is not always the same thing as
~what a few outspoken individuals or special interest groups {feed mills)
want. It is your responsibility to do what is right, and in the best
interest for the future of Wisconsin's whitetail deer herd. Baiting and
feeding is not in the best interest of the whitetail deer herd.

2) Many pro-baiters argue that the license sales are down, and the deer
kill is down, simply because of not being able to bait. T would like to
respectfully disagree, and urge vou to consider the fact that the lack of
nunters and the lower deer kill is a direct result of the uncertainty
associated with the extent of CWD in our deer herd across the state. While
some people who have hunted in the past {gimply because they could dump out
a pile of corn or apples and have deer come to them) may not contunue to
hunt, the majority of hunters who are hesitint to hunt are hesitant because
of the fear of CWD. The recent cases of CWD in captive deer in Portage and
Walworth counties, along with the escape of captive deer from a quarantined
deer farm in Walworth county, have helped to support the fears the CWD is in
parts of the state outside of the eradications zone. Almost without
exception, hunters I have talked to are hesitant to harvest deer not because
they can't bait, but because their spouses and other family members refuse
to eat the venison until more is known about CWD. Rescinding the ban on
baiting and feeding will do nothing to alleviate this concern, and will in
fact help t¢ sustain artificially high deer numbers once again, Only when
more is known about CWD will many of these hunters once again hit the woods.

2) The argument that rescinding the band will help more hunters harvest
more deer is simply not true. First, those areas of the astate with
artificially high deer numbers are primarily private land. The issue is not
those hunters who wish to hunt over a gallon or two of bait. The igsue is
those "huntersgs" who illegally place exceptionally large amounts of bait on

1



Jtheir" land to keep "their® deer from wondering onto the neighbors
property. Thus, in reality, baiting does not help the majority of hunters
harvest deer. in fact, it can often Prevent hunters (especially those who
choost not to bait) from harvesting, much less seeing, deer during the open
seagon. Many hunters, myself included, often feel compelled to bait just o
we can compete with the neighboring landowners who often bait by the
truckload.

4) Not only is baiting and feeding a concern for the spread of CWD, but as
documented by DNR wardens during the 2001 gun deer season, balting and
feeding is simply getting out of control in Wisconsin and is increasingly
leading to more serious violations and hunter conflicts., Please consider
the following from Chief Conservation Warden Tom Harelson
(http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/crg/@s/enforcement/Olreport.htm):

"The use of bait/feed continues to grow at an exponential rate each year. As
reported in past seasons, many persons who are not in favor of baiting are
doing so themselves, because they feel they need to just to compete.
Wardens' sense that there is a growing concern from the majority of hunters
who feel that baiting/feeding cannot continue as it has. Many complaints
before and during the season were either directly or indirectly related to
the practice of baiting. These complaints occurred on both private and
public lands. *

and this excerpt:

"Warden Judi Nigbor of Montello stated that baiting prcbhlems appear to be
increasing in the county. Hunters are putting truckloads of corn, potatoes,
and carrots on their property so the neighbors don't shoot "their™ deer.
Most of the large bait piles were found along the edges of standing
cornfields and hay fielids. One hunter was found hunting within 50 yards of
two separate piles of corn. There were about 100 gallons of corn in each
pile, and a dump truck load of corn within 150 vards of the stand."

In conclusion, I apologize for the length of this letter. However, this is
something I fell very passionate about. I cannot express strongly enocugh
how important it is for you to base vour decision on science and facts, and
not on the concerns of the mincrity of those who would like to see baiting
re-instated. At the very least, it is crucial that the temporary ban be
extended as originally intended so that the DNR can continue to carry out
its monitoring plan. It would be a shame to look back in a few years at
what was once the greatest whitetail state in the country, and know that
rapid spread of CWD was simply because a few individuals in this state were
too selfish and narrow minded to look beyond their piles of corn and apples
and consider the implications of their actions on the state as & whole.

Thank you for vour time.
Sincerely,

Robert W. Proudfit

Environmental Engineer

Marshfield DoorSystems, Inc.

1401 E. Fourth St., Marshfield, WI 54449
Ph: 1-800-869~3667 x2330

Fx: {715) 486-2641
robert.proudfit@mdrsys.com



20TH CENTURY CHEMICAL, INC.

P.0C. BOX 177, HWY. 13 SOUTH, SPENCER, W! 54479
715-659-5570

November 1, 2002

Senator Judith Robson
Senate Co-Chair

Room 15 South, State Capital
PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

mm———

Dear Senator,

It has come to our attention that the emergency rule banning the feeding of deer in
Wisconsin 1s set to expire on November 30 of this year. Our company manufactures
vitamin and mineral supplements for many types of animals including dairy, beef, swine
and deer. These supplements our designed to enhance the health and well-being of the
animals they are fed to. The feeding ban prohibits the deer from having access to these
supplements as well as many other feed items provided to them by the public. Not only
are we jeopardizing the health our deer heard but we are also disrupting a very viable
economy in our state. Our company as well as many others in our industry depend on the
sale of these deer feed items to keep our businesses ﬁnancxaily sound.

' Also wﬁh there still bemg httle knewn about h{)w CW{) occurs and is spread, it is not
known if the feeding ban will help to eliminate the problem. In fact, with fewer hunting
licenses being sold (less deer being harvested) because of the ban, it may be making the
problem worse.

Please reconsider the extension of the deer feeding ban. Many things are at stake.
Thank you for vour time.

Sincerely,

Joseph Fischer-manager
20th Century Chemical, Inc.




November 1, 2002

Senator Judy Robson

Room 15 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882

Subject: DEER BAITING AND FEEDING BAN — Joint Committee for Review of
Administrative Rules — November 7, 2002 Public Hearing

Dear Senator Robson:

1 understand that you are co-chair of the Joint Committee for Review of Administrative
Rules. ] am writing regarding the public hearing and vote on November 7% to extend the
ban on deer feeding and baiting. My State Representative, Mary Hubler, suggested that 1
write you to state my opinion on the baiting and feeding ban.

As an avid hunter and outdoorsman, [ am very much in favor of the ban and would much
like to see it extended and be made a permanent ban. When we feed wildlife, we are
creating an artificial situation that can increase the potential for spreading disease among
our Wisconsin deer herd. With the outbreak of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in this
state, we as sportsmen and women must do everything we can to limit the potential for
spread of the disease. For years our deer herd in the Wisconsin north woods have been

' kept at an artlfimaliy h;gh E&vel thmugh feedmg and ‘baiting. -

I have been enjoying one of my best years while bow hunting this fall. Without the
artificial deer feeding, the herd is scattered throughout the woods and I have been seemg
more deer browsing for feed during daylight hours. The thrill of scouting for deer sign
and sitting on natural runways is back. The deer are no longer only nocturnal creatures
that bed down near a bait pile, coming in to feed just before (or after) dark.

It is my belief that we should rely on the Wisconsin DNR biologists recommendations,
and continue the baiting and feeding ban and make it a permanent rule.

Thank vou for vour time.

Sincerely,

o A —

Michael D. O’Shea, P.E.
N1416 McCune Lake Rd.
Sarona, Wisconsin 354870




Flury, Kelley

From: McCaffery, Keith R

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 9:36 AM

To: Sen.Cowles; Sen.Welch; Sen.Hansen; Sen.Grobschmidt; Sen.Robson; Rep.Hebl;
Rep.Turner; Rep.Gunderson; Rep.Seratti; Rep.Grothrman

Subject: DNR Emergency Rules - Baiting and Feeding

Hopefully, you are all aware of the importance of affirming the rule that prohibits feeding and baiting of deer. All
science, logic, and common sense indicates that cessation of these practices is a necessary step if we are to contain, and
hopefully, eradicate CWD from the state. This prohibition is part of a comprehensive strategy to specifically address
CWD. However, maintaining a prohibition on baiting and feeding deer will also:

1. mitigate the possibility of establishment and transmission of abouta  dozen other communicable diseases of

deer,
2. improve deer herd control by allowing deer productivity, survival, behavior, and distribution to return to
normal, and
3. invoke science to quell a rancorous debate among deer hunters over the ethics of baiting.

There is much maore that | could add, but wont at this tim_e.

Meanwhile, | am curious where the pressure originates to rescind the DNR baiting rule. The most recent surveys
indicate that 40% of bowhunters and 16% of gunhunters admit using bait. Recent license sales indicate there are
about 250,000 archers and 685,000 firearm hunters. This means that about 100,000 bowhunters and about 110,000
gunhunters admit to baiting. For the most part, these are likely the same hunters as more than 85% of bowhunters
also hunt with a gun. Thus, possibly 100,000 out of 700,000 total deer hunters admit to baiting. Even if these
numbers were totally additive, those using bait would be a small minority of all deer hunters. Baiting of deer is not
necessary to insure hunter success or to achieve harvest goals (1o the contrary), so please affirm the DNR rules.

if you wish more information, please contact me: Ph 715-365-2641 mornings, or 715-362-3566 evenings, or e-
mail.

Keith McCaffery, State Deer Biologist (retired)



Flury, Kelley

From: Mike Parmentier [mikepa @ ci.green-bay.wi.us)
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 8:38 AM
To: ‘rep.grothman @legis.state.wi.us’; 'rep.seratti @ legis.state. wi.us";

‘rep.gunderson @legis.state.wi.us'; 'rep.turner@legis state.wi.us'; ‘rep.hebl @legis.state.wi.us’

‘sen.robson @legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.grobschmidt@legis.state.wi.us":
: ‘'ser.hansen@legis.state.wi.us'’; 'sen.welch @legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.cowles @legis.state wi.us'
Subject: keep the ban on baiting and feeding deer in Wisconsin.

State Senatorg and Representatives:

I am mailing this message to you to indicate my support for the state to
continue the ban on baiting and feeding for deer in Wisconsin. To lift the
ban flies in the face of all scientific knowledge and opinion. To lift the
ban would be unconscionable, incredibiy short-sighted and flat out a bad
decision which could have a tremendous, and catestrophic impact on the deex
herd in Wisconsin. To bow to pressure from people who do not care about the

. future of the deer herd in Wisconsin, who only have selfish self-centered

. concerns would be a terrible decision. Listen to the scientific community

and not the people who selfishly and short-sightedly care only about
themselves. This is far, far bigger then them.

People will be watching how you vote. The people who care asbout the future
of deer hunting do not want the ban of baiting and feeding lifted. Listen
to the experts, not the guys irom the corner bar. If you have a guestion
about your health, you go to the experts, the medical people, not the corner
bar guys. The same for this dilemma that we face with CWD. You listen and
go to the experts, the biologists and the people who know about the disease
not the guys from the corner bar.

I live in Green Bay and hunt in Forest County. I want to continue to be

able to hunt there for years to come. There is absolutely no reason why you

need to feed deer to hunt. We need to control the CWD and stop it from
Lispreading. .. SRR A : '

Pl@aée, continue the baiting and feeding'bén in the State of Wisconsin for a
minumum of three vears. Thank vou.

Michael Parmentier
1448 11lth Avenue
Green Bay, WI




Flury, Kelley C"S

From: The Thoms [rthom@wi.rr.com]
Sent:  Friday, November 01, 2002 9:08
To: Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us

Subject: baiting deer in Wisconsin
Piease note that | am in favor of baiting deer for hunting and winter feeding purposes in the state of Wisconsin.
Thank you for considering this.

Randy Thorn

11/04/2002
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Flury, Kelley

From: Sue Ebbert [sue@ticon.net]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 9:07
To: Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us
To Whom this may concern.

I would like to request that our state representives return the feeding and baiting to Wisconsin.'m am NOT a
hunter. we are farmers and working people. we pay our taxes and enjoy watching the animals and the birds. As
your law stands now we are not able fo feed the birds with out hanging our feeders out of reach of deer. we are
not able to feed the bear with out digging a hole in the ground and covering it I place all natural food out nothing
the we cant grow on our farm. this law prohibited me from taking these foods up north to feed and see the
animals.we have been feeding the animais up north for years as well as 1000s of othars this is what keeps the
Wisconsin deer herds other animals alive in - the Northwood's. The baiting of theses animals is the easy way into
eat.to bring them in. | know this because after the law | have seen no deer up north in 6 months on our property.
and before | could tell what time they will come and the DNR knows this because they are allowing baiting in the
kill zone.Let the hunter decide what means they will use to get a deer. weather it be feed ‘or natural or store -

“boughten lures.If you want the deer herd controlled:Let the each hunter decide how they will do it. And give me

- and 1000s of others the pleasures of watching mother naturalin all her wonders, =" - R

R “Thanks You Sue Ebbert of Fort Atkinson and Northwoods of Wis

11/04/2002



Flury, Kelley

From: _ Proudfit, Robert [Robert.Proudfit@ MDRSYS.com]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 10:00 AM

To: ‘sen.robson @legis.state. wi.us'

Subject: Please extend Emergency Rule NR 10 and NR 45 - baiting and feedin g ban

Dear Sen. Robson,

I am sending this letter to voice my STRONG SUBPORT for to EXTENSION of NR
10 and NR 45, primarily the temporary ban on baiting and feeding of

- whitetail deer. I feel it is imperative we continue the ban until more is
known about the spread/transmission of CWD in ocur deer herd. While it is
important to consider the arguments posed by those who wish to eliminate the
ban, vyou must do what is in the best interest of the deer herd and the
future of hunting in Wisconsin. My concerns about baiting and feeding have
a lot to do with CWD. However, they go much deeper than that. Please
consider the following:

1) Th@ Wlscon51n DNR,_along with other wildlife experts from across the
country, strongly recommend AGAINST any baiting and.feeding of deer in the
fight against CWD. 'One example 1§ Val Geist, Professor Emeritus of
Environmental Science at the Unlver51ty of Calgary. . He has been studying
CWD almost since its discovery in Fort Collins, Colorado. In.a letter to
the Wisconsin Deer Hunters As5001atlon, Geist ¢learly states:

"The implications for free-living deer is that artificial feeding, watering
and salting sites will transmit the disease. At least until the earth
surface has been rinsed by rainsg and melting snow and the diseased prions
are dissipated into the so0il bevond any reach by deer."
{http://www.bandeerbaiting.org/articles/geist html, Dr. Geist's credentials
at: http://www.ucalgary.ca/UcfC/faculties/EV/).

As elected officials, you should make your decisions based on what is best
_ for Wisconsin and Wisconsin's future. This is not always the same thing as
;- what a few outspoken 1nd1v1&uais or speczal 1nterest groups (fged mills)
'“want ST isoyour xespons1blllty todo what - A rlght and in the. best
interest for the future of Wisconsin's whitetail deer herd. Baiting and
feeding is not in the best interest of the whitetail deer herd.

2) Many pro-baiters argue that the license sales are down, and the deer
ki1l is down, simply because of not being able to bait. I would like to
respectfully disagree, and urge vou to consider the fact that the lack of
hunters and the lower deer kill is a direct result of the uncertainty
associated with the extent of CWD in our deer herd across the state. While
some people who have hunted in the past (simply because they could dump out
a pile of corn or apples and have deer come to them) may not contunue to
hunt, the majority of hunters who are hesitint to hunt are hesitant because
of the fear of CWD. The recent cases of CWD in captive deer in Portage and
Walworth counties, along with the escape of captive deer from a quarantined
deer farm in Walworth county, have helped to support the fears the CWD is in
parts of the state outside of the eradications zone. Almost without
exception, hunters I have talked to are hesitant to harvest deer not because
they can't bait, but because their spouses and other family members refuse
to eat the venison until more is known about CWD. Rescinding the ban on
baiting and feeding will do nothing to alleviate this concern, and will in
fact help to sustain artificially high deer numbers once again. Only when
more is known about CWD will many of these hunters once again hit the woods.

3} The argument that rescinding the band will help more hunters harvest
more deer ig simply not true. First, those areas of the state with
artificially high deer numbers are primarily private land. The issue is not
those hunters who wish to hunt over a gallon or two of bait. The issue is
those "hunters" who illegally place exceptionally large amounts of bait on

1



"their" land to keep "their" deer from wondering ontoe the neighbors
property. Thus, in reality, baiting does not help the majority of hunters
harvest deer. in fact, it can often prevent hunters (especially those who
choost not to bait) from harvesting, much less seeing, deer during the open
season. Many hunters, myself included, cften feel compelled to bait just so
we can compete with the neighboring landowners who often bait by the
truckload.

4) Not only is baiting and feeding a concern for the spread of CWD, but as
documented by DNR wardens during the 2001 gun deer season, baiting and
feeding is simply gettlng out of control in Wisconsin and is increagsingly
leading to more seriocus violations and hunter conflicts. Please consider
the following from Chief Conservation Warden Tom Harelson
(http://www.dnr.state.wl.ug/org/es/enforcement /Gireport.htm) :

*The use of bait/feed continues to grow at an exponential rate each year. As
reported in past seasons, many persons who are not in favor of baiting are
doing so themselwves, becausge they feel they need to just to compete.
Wardens' sense that there is a growing concern from the majority of hunters
who feel that baiting/feeding cannot continue as it has. Many complaints
before and during the season were either directly or indirectly related to
the practice of baiting. These complaints occurred on both private and
public lands. "

and this excerpt:

*Warden Judi Nigbor of Montello stated that baiting problems appear to be
increasing in the county. Hunters are putiting truckleads of corn, potatoes,
and carrotg on their property so the neighbors don't sheoot "their" deer.
Most of the large bait piles were found along the edges of standing
cornfields and hay fields. One hunter was feound hunting within 50 yards of
two separate piles of corn. There were about 100 gallons of corn in each
pile, and a dump truck load of corn within 150 yards of the stand.”

In conclusion, I apclogize for the length of this letter. However, this is
something I fell very passionate about. I cannct express strongly enough

how important it is for you to base your decision on science and facts, and
;. not on the concerns of the minority of those who would like to see baiting.

- re-instated. = At the wvery least, it is crucial that the temporary ban be

extended as. originally’ intended so ‘that the DNR can continue to carry out
its monitoring plan. It would be a shame to look back in a few years at
what wasg once the greatest whitetall state in the country, and know that
rapid spread of CWD was simply because a few individuals in this state were
toe selfish and narrow minded to look beyoend their piles of corn and apples
and consider the implications of their actions on the state as a whole.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Robert W. Proudfit

Environmental Engineer

Marshfield DoorSystems, Incg.

1401 E. Fourth St., Marshfield, WI 54449
Ph: 1-B00-869%-3667 x2330

Fu: (715) 485-2641
robert.proudfitémdrsys.com
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Flury, Kelley

From: Chris Schwersenska [chris @ water-right.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 5:00 PM
To: ‘Sen,Cowles @legis.state.wi.us'; ‘sen.welch @legis.state.wi.us’;

'Sen.Hansen@legis.state.wi.us’; *Sen.Grobschmidt @ legis.state.wi.us’;
‘Sen.Robson @ legis.state.wi.us’; 'Rep.Hebl @legis.state.wi.us’; 'Rep.Turmer@legis.state.wi.us’,
‘Rep.Gunderson @legis.state.wi.us'; 'Rep.Seratti @legis.state.wi.us’,
‘rep.grothman @legis.state. wi.us'
Subject: Baiting

Just an FYT to all of you. I don't know your positions on deer baiting, but
to date this vear out of 4 of us that hunt a private 160 acre plot in
Rhinelander WI we have 0 deer. Last year at this time we had 7. I had 3 (2
with the bow, and i T zone) 2 of them were bonus tags bought from the DNR.
My father had 1. Cousin = 2, and Uncle = 1. During the 8 day gun deer
season, each of us took 1 more deer with the exception of my cousin., he had
2. That's 12 deer off of a 160 acre plot hunting over bait piles. Last
year was not an exceptional yeaxr either. Most years we have that much
success. This year, we are not sure we will shoot any deer at all.

Pleagse do something about this. I have heard a report that Oneida Counties
deer kill sco far is down B80%!!!! Most locals I talk to up there are very
unhappy about the baiting ban, and many are not hunting this vear because of
it. TIf T come home with a zero this yvear for both bow and gun seasons, it
wili be my last year hunting. And no I have no concern about getting my
deer tested. By the time I would get the test back, the deer would have
already been eaten in my household.

Thank you for yvour time.
Christopher Schwersenska

Production Manager
Water-Right Inc.




Flury, Kelley

From: Mark Luoma [mwluoma @ glidden.k12.wi.us] i \Ow
Sent: : Friday, November 01, 2002 1:21 PM “\:*‘53(

To: sen.robson@legis.state.wi.us Ui

Subject: Deer Baiting/Feeding Ban

Dear Senator Robson

I fust read that the Join Committee for Review of Administrative Rules will
be conducting a hearing next week to discuss the baiting/feeding ban and
whether it is to be extended.

I strongly urge you to vote in favor of lifting the ban for a number of
reasons.

The economy of northern Wiscongin has suffered this fall because fewer
hunters are venturing north toe hunt. Gas stations, motels, grocery stores,
feed mills, etg. have seen their revenues plummet due to fewer hunters
resulting in less business.

Hunting license sales have decreased and will continue to do so. I hunt in
several locations all on public forested lands and am sorry that I purchased
an archery license. I have harvested a buck during archery season for most
of the last ten vears. This year I have yet to see a deer closer than 100
vards--all season. In fact, my son refused to purchase a license this year
because he knew that it would be next to impossible to have a deer come
close enough to harvest. The majority of archery hunters that I know and
have talked with did not purchase a license this year. And the reason is
not a fear of CWD as the DNR keeps insisting. Everyone of these "ex"
hunters is not participating because they wish to see deer. Using scents
and sitting near deer trails ls not going to allow a hunter to see very many
deer—-at least not in the northern forested parts of the state.

“I'believe that it is becoming more apparent each day that CWD was brought
into our state through game farms. These "farms" should be more more :
sccountable to the DNR. Trophy hunting on these farms should be abolished.

The state's deer population is guite high in many parts of the state. We
need to harvest animals this year or the problem is going to muzitiply. This
is not good for the state's forest ecology and will result in many more
car/deer accidents. The intelligent thing was not to remove the hunter from
the woods as the ban on baiting/feeding has accomplished.

Tf this ban continues for yvears, Wisconsin's hunting tradition will suffer
tremendously. This troubles me because I am an avid deer hunter and hope to
pass my love of the outdoors and the sport on to my children and
grandchildren.

However, if your committee would decide to 1lift the ban, I would strongly

urge a common sense limit on the amount of bait that can be used. Five or
fewer gallons should be the limit, and it should have to be spread cut over
an area. People who exceed the bait/feed limits should receive a citation
and fine. It should be high enough so that it deters over baiting/feeding.

Thank you for your support of wildlife management in our state as well as
the hunting heritage that so many of us enjoy.

Mark Lucnma

139 Heritage Lane
Park Falls, WI 54552
T15-762-2074
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Flury, Kelley S/‘D\f

From: Gaughan.Joel [Joel.Gaughan@we-energies.com)]
Sent:  Friday, November 01, 2002 11:18 AM

To: 'Sen.Robson @ legis.state.wi.us'; 'rep.grothman@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.grobschmidt @ legis.state.wi.us";
rep gunderson@legis.state.wi, us‘ 'sen.hansen@legis.state.wi.us’, 'rep.seraiti@legis.state.wi.us';
‘sen.cowles @legis.state. wi.us'; ‘rep.hebl @legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.weich @legis.state.wi.us’,
rep.turner@legis.state.wi.us'

Subject: Deer Baiting Ban
hitp:/fwww isonline.com/mews/state/oct02/92330.asp

1 read the article at the link above and was simply amazed that reponsible people in Wisconsin could even
consider ending the ban against deer baiting. 1 was even more amazed to read that the Chairman of the Natural
Resources Board is in favor of ending or watering down the ban. Does he have chronic wasting disease? Was

he appointed to his position? By whom? | would hate to be up for election with support of this lunatic on my
record,

I'm sonry that the northwoods are éﬁapiy but ending the baiting ban is not going to fill it up again. The reason that
pecple are not hunting deer in numbers as great as before is the fear of chronic wasting disease, not because
they can't bait the deer. If the DNR suspects that banning baiting has any chance of stopping the spread of CWD,

it shouid be banned. Stopping chronic wasting disease will get hunters back in the woods; piling up there corn will
not.

 would be interested in your opinions on this matter.
Thank you.

Joel Gaughan
13795 W. Pleasant View Dr.
New Berlm, Wi 531 51 .

11/04/2002
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Flury, Kelley K’D“’ \F

From: Gaughan.Joel [Joel.Gaughan@we-energies.com]

Sent:  Friday, November 01, 2002 11:18 AM

To: ‘Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us'; rep.grothman@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.grobschmidt@legis.state wi.us";

‘rep.gunderson @legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.hansen @legis.state.wi.us’; 'rep.seratti@legis.state.wi.us’;
'sen.cowles @legis.siate.wi.us’; ‘rep.hebl @ legis.state.wi.us’; 'sen.weich@legis.state.wi.us',
‘rep.turmner @legis.state.wi.us'

Subject: Deer Baiting Ban

http://www.isonline.com/news/state/oct02/82339.asp

1 read the article at the link above and was simply amazed that reponsible people in Wisconsin could even
consider ending the ban against deer baiting. | was even more amazed 1o read that the Chairman of the Natural
Resources Board is in favor of ending or watering down the ban. Does he have chronic wasting disease? Was

he appointed 1o his position? By whom? | would hate to be up for election with support of this lunatic on my
record.

I'm sorry that the northwoods are empty, but ending the baiting ban is not going to fill it up again. The reason that
. people are not hunting deer in numbers as great as before is the fear of chronic wasting disease, not because
they can't bait the deer. If the DNR suspects that banning baiting has any chance of stopping the spread of CWD,

it should be banned. Stopping chronic wasting disease will get hunters back in the woods; piling up there corn will
not.

| would be interested in your opinions on this matter.
Thank you.

Joel Gaughan
13795 W, Pleasant-View Dr. .
New Berlin, W1 53151

11/04/2002



Flury, Kelley

From: Chris Schwersenska [chris @ water-right.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 5:00 PM
To: ‘Sen.Cowles @legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.welch@ legis.state.wi.us'’;

‘Sen.Hansen @ legis.state.wi.us';, 'Sen.Grobschmidt@legis.state.wi.us’;
'Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us'; 'Rep.Hebl@legis state.wi.us’; ‘Rep.Turner @legis.state.wi.us',
'Rep.Gunderson@legis.state.wi.us’, 'Rep.Seratti@legis.state.wi.us’;

'rep.grothman @legis.state.wi.us'
Subject: Baiting

Just an FYI to all of you. I don't know your pogitions on deer baiting, but
to date this year out of 4 of us that hunt a private 160 acre plot in
Rhinelander WI we have 0 deer. Last year at this time we had 7. I had 3 (2
with the bow, and 1 T zone) 2 of them were bonus tags bought from the DNR.
My father had 1. Cousin = 2, and Uncle = 1. During the 9 day gun deer
season, each of us teck 1 more deer with the exception of my cousin, he had
2. That ‘s 12 deer off of a 160 acre plot hunting over bait piles. Last
year was not an exceptional year either. Most years we have that much
success. This vear, we are not sure we will shoot any deer at all.

Please do something about this. I have heard a report that Oneida Counties
deer kill so far is down 80%!!!! Most locals I talk to up there are very
‘unhappy about the baiting ban, and many are not hunting this vear because of
it. TIf T come home with a zero this year for both bow and gun seasons, it
will be my iast year hunting. BAnd no I have no concern about getting my
deer tested. By the time I would get the test back, the deer would have
already been eaten in my household.

Thank you for your time.
Christopher Schwersenska

Production Manager
Water-Right Inc.



Flury, Kelley

~ From: Mark Luoma [mwiuoma @ glidden.k12.wi.us} ) \OW
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 1:21 PM \*‘53(
To: sen.robson @ legis.state.wi.us Ua
Subiject: Deer Baiting/Feeding Ban @5

Dear Senator Robson

I just read that the Join Committee for Review of Administrative Rules will
be conducting a hearing next week to discuss the baiting/feeding ban and
whether it is to be extended.

I strongly urge you to vote in favor of lifting the ban for a number of
reasons.

The economy of northern Wisconsin has suffered this fall because fewer
hunters are venturing north to hunt. Gas stations, motels, grocery stores,
feed mills, etc. have seen their revenues piummet due to fewer hunters

"~ resulting in less business.

Hunting license sales have decreased and will continue to do so. I hunt in
several locations all on public forested lands and am sorry that I purchased
an archery license. I have harvested a buck during archery season for most
of the last ten years. This year 1 have yet to see a deer closer than 100
yards--all season. In fact, my son refused to purchase a license this year
because he knew that it would be next to impossible to have & deer come
elose enough to harvest. The majority of archery hunters that I know and
have talked with did not purchase a license this vear. And the reason is
not a fear of CWD as the DNR keeps insisting. Evexryone of these "ex"
hunters is not participating because they wish to see deer. Using scents
and sitting near deer trails is not going to allow a hunter to see very many
deer--at least not in the northern forested parts of the state.

'{Q 1 belieV@fthat“it*iS becoming. more: spparent. each day that CWD was brought

into our state'through.gaﬁé_iargs,jsThese-"ia;m$“'should be more more
accountable to the DNR. Trophy hunting on these farms should be abolished.

The state's deer population is quite high in many parts of the state. We
need to harvest animals this year or the problem is going to multiply. This
is not good for the state's forest ecology and will result in many more
car/deer accidents. The intelligent thing was not to remove the hunter from
the woods as the ban on baiting/feeding has accomplished.

Tf this ban continues for years, Wisconsin's hunting tradition will suffer
tremendously. This troubles me because I am an avid deer hunter and hope teo
pass my love of the cutdoors and the sport on to my children and
grandehildren.

However, if your committee would decide te 1ift the ban, I would strongly
urge a common sense limit on the amount cf bait that can be used. ¥Five or
fewer gallons should be the limit, and it should have to be spread out over

an area. People who exceed the bait/feed limits should receive a citation
and fine. It should be high enough so that it deters over balting/feeding.

Thank you for your support of wildlife management in cur state as well as
the hunting heritage that so many of us enioy.

Mark Luoma

139 Heritage Lane
pPark Falls, WI 54552
715-762-2074
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Flury, Kelley K)@w’ \OGW\

From: Gaughan.Joel [Joel.Gaughan@we-energies.com]
Sent:  Friday, November 01, 2002 11:18 AM

To: ‘Sen.Robson @ legis.state.wi.us'; 'rep.grothman @legis. state.wi.us'; 'sen.grobschmidi @ legis.state.wi.us}
‘rep.gunderson @legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.hansen @legis.state.wi.us’; ‘rep.seratti@legis.state . wi.us';
'sen.cowles @legis.state.wi.us'; 'rep.hebl@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.welch@legis.state.wi.us";
'rep.turner@legis.state. wi.us'

Subject: Deer Baiting Ban
http://www jsonline.com/news/state/oct02/92339 asp

| read the article at the link above and was simply amazed that reponsible people in Wisconsin could even
consider ending the ban against deer baiting. | was even more amazed to read that the Chairman of the Natural
Resources Board is in favor of ending or watering down the ban. Does he have chronic wasting disease? Was
he appointed to his position? By whom? | would hate to be up for election with support of this lunatic on my
record,

F'm sorry that the northwoods are empty, but ending the baiting ban is not going to fill it up again. The reason that
peopie are not hunting deer in numbers as great as before is the fear of chronic wasting disease, not because
they can't bait the deer. If the DNR suspects that banning baiting has any chance of stopping the spread of CWD,
it should be banned. Stopping chronic wasting disease will get hunters back in the woods; piling up there corn will
not.

I would be interested in your opinions on this matter.
Thank you.

Joel Gaughan
13795 W. Pleasant View Dr.
New Berlin, Wi 53151

11/04/2002




Flury, Kelley

From:; Mike Parmentier [mikepa @ci.green-bay.wi.us]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 8:38 AM
To: ‘rep.grothman@legis.state.wi.us'; 'rep.seratti@legis.state.wi.us’;

‘rep.gunderson @ legis.state.wi.us'; 'rep turner @ legis.state.wi.us"; ‘rep.hebl @ legis.state.wi.us';

‘'sen.robson@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.grobschmidt @ legis.state.wi.us':

‘sen.hansen@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.welch @ legis.state.wi.us’; ‘'sen.cowles @legis.state.wi.us'

Subiject: keep the ban on baiting and feeding deer in Wisconsin.

State Senators and Representatives:

I am mailing this message to you to indicate my support for the state to
continue the ban on baiting and feeding for deer in Wisconsin. To 1ift the
ban flies in the face of all scientific knowledge and opinion. To 1ift the
ban would be uncongcionable, incredibly short-sighted and flat out a bad
decision which could have a tremendous, and catestrophic impact on the deer
herd in Wisconsin. To bow to pressure from pecple who do not care about the
future of the deer herd in Wisconsin, who only have selfish self-centered
concerns would be a terrible decision. Listen to the scientific community
and not the people who selfishly and short-sightedly care only about
themselves. This is far, far bigger then them.

People will be watching how you vote. The people who care about the future
of deer hunting do not want the ban of baiting and feeding 1ifted. Listen
to the experts, not the guys from the corner bar. If you have a gquestion
about your health, you go to the experts, the medical people, not the corner
bar guys. The same for this dilemma that we face with CWD. You listen and
go to the experts, the biologists and the people who know about the disease
not the guys from the corner bar.

I live in Green Bay and hunt in Forest County. I want to continue to be
able to hunt there for years to come. There is absolutely no reason why you
need to feed deer to hunt. We need to control the CWD and stop it from
spreading.

Please, continue the baiting and feeding ban in the State of Wisconsin for a
minumum of three years. Thank you.

Michael Parmentier
1448 1lth Avenue
Green Bay, WI



Flury, Kelley

From: McCaffery, Keith R

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2002 9:36 AM

To: Sen.Cowles; Sen.Welch; Sen.Hansen; Sen.Grobschmidt; Sen.Robson; Rep.Hebl;
Rep.Turmer; Rep.Gunderson; Rep.Seratti; Rep.Grothman

Subject: DNR Emergency Rules - Baiting and Feeding

Hopetully, you are all aware of the importance of affirming the rule that prohibits feeding and baiting of deer. All
science, logic, and common sense indicates that cessation of these practices is a necessary step if we are to contain, and
hopefully, eradicate CWD from the state. This prohibition is part of a comprehensive strategy to specifically address
CWD. However, maintaining a prohibition on baiting and feeding deer will aiso:

1. mitigate the possibility of establishment and transmission of abouta  dozen other communicable diseases of

deer,
2. improve deer herd control by allowing deer productivity, survival, behavior, and distribution to return to
nermal, and
3. invoke science to quell a rancorous debate among deer hunters over the ethics of baiting.

There is much more that | could add, but won't at this time.

Meanwhile, | am curious where the pressure originates to rescind the DNR baiting rule. The most recent surveys
indicate that 40% of bowhunters and 16% of gunhunters admit using bait. Recent license sales indicate there are
about 250,000 archers and 685,000 firearm hunters. This means that about 100,000 bowhunters and about 110,000
gunhunters admit to baiting. For the most part, these are likely the same hunters as more than 85% of bowhunters
also hunt with a gun. Thus, possibly 100,000 out of 700,000 total deer hunters admit to baiting. Even if these
numbers were totally additive, those using bait would be a small minority of all deer hunters. Baiting of deer is not
necessary {o insure hunter success or to achieve harvest goals (to the contrary), so please affirm the DNR ruies.

If you wish more information, please contact me: Ph 715-365-2641 mornings, or 715-362-3566 evenings, or e-
mail.

Keith McCaffery, State Deer Biologist {retired)
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Flury, Kelley

From: Ldsteinborn7 @aol.com

e
Sent:  Saturday, November 02, 2002 9:56 3( \O
To: Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us " 5?.;@"%
Subject: Baiting Deer ¥ 5

Flease do not extend feeding ban

11/04/2002
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Flury, Kelley

From: medicinesprings @chegnet.net %‘3( N\
Sent:  Saturday, November 02, 2002 1:30 PM QLQ,\WV '
To: sen.robson@tlegis.state.wi.us y

Subject: Joint Committee on Review of Administrative

The Wisconsin Legislature gave the DNR broad authority to ban the feeding of deer as a means of controlling the

spread of chronic wasting disease. 1 believe this decision was made without adequate research to substantiate
that this ban will help control CWD.

When citizens feed deer on their own property, the deer tend to congregate in small groups of 10 to 20. If feeding
is discontinued, the deer will yard up in much greater numbers. Will this then help spread CWD? There is still no
proof that backyard feeding causes the spread.

The available facts and the actions taken by the DNR contradict each other. | do not agree with the DNR decision
to ban feeding. | enjoy feeding all wildlife (deer, birds, squirrels, chipmunks, etc) so my grandchildren have the
experience of viewing all different types of Wisconsin wildlife in MY BACKYARD.

Timothy Skaggs

69855 Fire Tower Rd
Iron River, WI 54847

11/04/2002
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Flury, Kelley

From: MGHLIFTS@aol.com %;< Ny
Sent:  Saturday, November 02, 2002 6:00 > Sﬁ‘f“’*\p
To: Sen.Robson @ legis.state wius

Subject: baiting deer
Please allow the baiting of deer to continue. Thankyou, Mark Heyrman

11/04/2002




Flury, Kelley

From: Joel Stigler [joeson @ centurytel.net) A \,)0\/\/\
Sent: Saturday, November 02, 2002 7:43 PM D

To: Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us Q (il

Subject: Please reinstate deer Baiting!!i! ’ S

Dear Senator,

T am writing vou to voice my disapproval of this ban, it is
s1lly te think deer won't congregate(this is their nature) .Any disease
they may have will be spread whether we Bait,try to Eradicate, feed orx
not! By banning baiting they have taken away an important hunting tool
{like it or not),which did allow for a much higher deer kill than can
now be expected! Algo the reverberations are already being felt
throughout the already faltering Northern Wisconsin rural economy.Not
just the feed mills,but all the "trickle Down" businesses
affected-Restaurants,bars, shopping centers,motels,gas stations,grocery
astores, sporting goods dealers,etc. etc
Please do the right thing and re-instate some form.of
baiting/feeding,before it is too late,and we have thousands of deer
starving in the "deer yards® this winter.... sincerely Joel Stigler(
Wi. deer hunter of 30 years) Rusk Co. Wi.

Outgoing messages scanned and certified safe by Stop~Sign, the Personal Alarm Service.
http://defender.veloz.com/dlp~ban/?n=tl&spm08.out002
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Flury, Kelley

From: Steve and Teresa Johnson [wsp61 7 @centurytel.net)
Sent:  Saturday, November 02, 2002 8:51 PM
To: Sen.Robson @legis.state.wi.us

Cc: Rep.Seratti @ legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Grothman @legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Hebl@ legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.Hansen@legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Cowles @ legis.state.wi.us: Rep.Gunderson@legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.Grobschmidt@legis. state.wi.us; Rep.Turner@legis.state.wi.us; sen.welch@ legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Public Hearing Regarding CWD

| just wanted to drop you a line to voice my opinion against the feeding/baiting ban that is up for discussion at the
next meeting. We need to kill a large number of deer this year or the deer heard will get out of control. That is
happening. Because of bad weather during last years opening weekend (gun season), approximately 100,000
less deer were taken than expected. Now with the CWD scare on, people are not hunting. There are people |
used to give deer to that no longer are willing to take them. | still am hunting but | was surprised to hear that a
large number of hunters are not doing the same.

I work for the State and attended a training session last week. |ran into a DNR Warden from the northern part of
the State that I've known for years. We started talking about hunting and | asked him how the deer hunting was
going in his area. He said that the kill is down 56% from last year. When | asked why he said that guys don't
want to hunt if they can't bait. He also agreed with me in that the State and the DNR "jumped the gun® at pointing
the finger at feeding and baiting.

| have read reports from the DNR's Chief Warden saying he's getling reports that hunters are happy with the
baiting ban and that people are seeing deer. Why then am | not hearing the same? | am hearing the opposite. |
feel it's the DNR trying to make thier decision on the baiting ban appear to be the right one.

If the State wants all these deer killed then we need the tools to do so. Many hunters have used baiting for years
as a tool to hunt deer. Most of us don't have the large amount of money to plant "food plots" on thier fand. | think
that the State/DNR "jumped the gun" and needed to put the blame on something for the CWD so they said it was
people feeding and baiting. Personally | feel that it's been pushed by Mr. Johnsrud's personal agenda (but that's
a different story). CWD has been in the western states for 40 years and it has yet to be the cause of the concern

that has been'hyped_ up in‘Wisconsin,

All I ask for the committee to do is to put the baiting ban "on the back burner” until someone has some more
definite information on CWD and it's affects on humans. If we do not put a big dent in the deer heard, the
population in Wisconsin will reach a point where we will never get it back to "normal".

| thank you for your time,

Steve Johnson
Fall Creek, WI

11/04/2002
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Flury, Kelley

From: medicinesprings@chegnet.net %)(' P
Seni:  Saturday, November 02, 2002 1:30 PM Q&S’M\F '
To: sen.robson@legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Joint Commitiee on Review of Administrative

The Wisconsin Legislature gave the DNR broad authority to ban the feeding of deer as a means of controliing the
spread of chronic wasting disease. 1 believe this decision was made without adequate research to substantiate
that this ban will help control CWD.

When citizens feed deer on their own property, the deer tend to congregate in small groups of 10 to 20. If feeding
is discontinued, the deer will yard up in much greater numbers. Will this then help spread CWD? There is still no
proof that backyard feeding causes the spread.

The available facts and the actions taken by the DNR contradict each other. | do not agree with the DNR decision
to ban feeding. | enjoy feeding all wildlife (deer, birds, squirrels, chipmunks, etc) so my grandchildren have the
experience of viewing all different types of Wisconsin wildlife in MY BACKYARD.

Timothy Skaggs
68655 Fire Tower Rd
iron River, W| 54847

11/04/2002




