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From: randr <randr@'akefield.net>

Tc: Sen.Grobschmidt@legis.state.wi.us <Sen.Grebschmidt@legis.state.wi.us>
Date:  Tuesday, May 08, 2001 3:34 PM

Subject: SBE 4

eI smrsmesners, o o

Dear Senator Grobschmidt anc Committee Members:

| ara writing to ask you to support SB 4. The: Legislature has lited the 'evy lirits in the past for specific needs.
There is no greater need than feeding our public schoo! children. Lifir ¢ the levy limit to allow this would be key
to succeeding with all Wisconsin public scheol districts praviding the Natonal Schocl Lunch Program. And, it
is li<ely to have minimal fiscal impact. ‘ )

School districts that do not previce a schocl lunch or breakfast prograra should be required to report on tha
notrishment of its pupils. Manitovioc Public Schocl District is the largest (approximately 5,700 students)
district without a lunch or breakfast prograrn. Needy children who request it are given a peanut butter
sandwich and fruit roll-up from the local fooc pantry. No child past kindega-ten age is likely to ask for such a.
stigmatized meal. In 1999, five of the seven elementary schools in the MPSD had 20 percent or more of their
children raceiving (or eligible fcr) the sutsidized milk program. Thesa szme children are likely to meet the
stancerds for a free or reduced-fez breafast or lunch.

Also, in 1999, Mznitowoc County exaerienced a 60 percent decline in food-stamp use. | would ask your
comrattes to check on current subsidized milk use and the decline in focd-stamp use in all the Wisconsin
school districts without the NSLP or breskfast. We need to know what *hese needy children are eating.

Please set aside partisan po'itics and focus on the needs of these children.
Thank you for your consigerat on.

Mauresn O'Brien (1608 Magle Avenue, Manitowoc, WI 54?20).

5/8/01
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2 hearmgs scheduled ..

Thé state Senate’s Education Comm:ttee

- has'scheduled two public hearings on pro-
- ‘posed riew administrative rules for teacher li-
- censing: ! "

B Wednesday at 10 4. In Room 41 1
South in the State Capitol in Madison. ~ =

B Monday, Nov. 29 at 3 B-m. at State Fa_ '
Park in West Allis.”

The Assembiy's Educaﬁon Commmee will ™
hold three public hearings, probably in De-
cember. They have not yet been scheduled.

In a school district the size of Green
Bay where a hundred new teachersa
year may be hired, trammg enough
mentors could be a daunting task. So :
could setting up three:member teamns of
teachers, building admmistrators and
college professors to review the work of
edach new teacher. ' . ...

Also, if the money the Department of

g '.Pubhc Instruction budgets for the pro--
-gram is inadequate and if mentors and '

teacher-review teams are not given.

.enough time and resources to properly,_.

help and evaluate new.teachers, the pro-
gram could turn into a bureaucratlc
nightmare.

Those are some of the issues th.at f
must be addressed in the upcoming
hearings. But we are confident that -
some fine tuning will result in a pro-
gram that will help cultivate better
teachers and, thiss, better students
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Legxslature should mandat_e ,

school lunch program

"MANITOWOC — During Na-
tional Hunger and Homelessness
Week Nov. 14-20, we ought to take
" a few ‘minutés to think about the
public school children in Wiscon-
sin_without the: NatmnaL School
Lunch Progrim:

The Manitowoc Public School
District, with 5; ;708 children,‘is
the largest of these districts. Five
of the seven elementary schools

I in this district have 20 percent or

more of. their children recejving
(or eligible for) the subsidized
milk program. Madison Elemep-
tary School has the hxghest rate at
36.46 percent,

At the same time, Manitawoc
County has experlenced a 60 per-
cent decline in food-stamp use.

Since the Manitowoc district has

the largest student populatioh in
the county, it is likely this decline
in food-stamp use affects.the chil-
dren who would be eligible for
free or reduced-fee lunches. , -
The Legislature needs to re-
quire the National School Lunch
Program in all Wisconsin schools.
As a start, the Legislature could

require school districts without
the National School Linch Pro-

gram to report on the food pro-
gram they offer to poor children.

The Manitowoc Public School

District’s program of a peanut
butter sandwich and fruit cup,
provided by the local food pantry,
is not a nutritional substitute for
the National School Lunch Pro-
gram.

Maureen_R. O'Brlen

Brown County has chosen -
not to repaxr county roads
DE: PERE Em‘!y in October, a

letter-dppeared in.the People s

Forum regarding the deplorable
condmon of .our county roads and
the-seéming lack of interest by

county. govar‘nment to do some-

thing about{t. -

I applaud the’ author of that let- :
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"ically. super-charged media-based

which it exists.

‘In Brown County, our govern.*
ment has chosen not to maintain’
our roads, but at the same time is”
conducting a brick sale to fund®
the shortfall for a new arena. This

"'IS"d sorty éxample of progressive”

government! Those bricks could
be better used to fill in the pot-
holes on our county roads, rather
than to help finance an already
expensive and tax-draining arena
deal. ‘
BIll Hotalingt

Millennium is an example
of never-ending media hype .

GREEN BAY — As we approach
Jan. 1, 2000, I am amazed by the”
awesome amount of promotion.
being attached to the fallacy that’
both the century and millennium
will end on that date. It seems’
every media outlet in the country’
is unaware that there are 100°
years in a century. .

What actually has occurred is-
that the marketing divisions with-"
in media organizations have con- N
vinced their news divisions to go"
along with this little white millen-:
nium-busting lie. This way, all of:
their hype-hungry clients remain-
happy and they can continue to-
pump out their endless “top 100"'
lists.

The reason I am making a fuss,-
about all of this is because it is.
symptomatic of a problem in our-
country. In America today there is.
one value held above all others.
and that is the right to promote,
hype and sell. Whether it is life in--
surance to 80 year olds, beer and"
gambling to teen-agers (oops I
mean young adults) or sugar-coat-*
ed fat saturated yum-yums to 5-
year olds, we hype it, we sell it. It?
makes no difference if the prod-
uct is healthy, useful, affordable
or reliable so long as the electron-

hype engines can convince us that
we can’t live without it.

The freedom of speech, now
metamorphlzed as the freedom of]
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