be Editor; News-Herald: Sportsmen,‘do you real-

-::-meagzwmgsegmenmfﬂae non-hunting public |
. is convinced that we enj mzrmmtmgactxvnm e
- only for the thrill of the ? We have a chance to

: prove oﬂlermseonApril 10.

$hf '.-. atP;ﬂsvﬂle

!,,,
i T

poptﬂatonmﬂaefaﬂﬂ@athasmaeaswzsger-il '

cent; the national ‘dove poptilation has dropped -
~20percenttrvermesamepenodofhme.'l‘he,
.| same data shows an even greater decline inthis -

- state’s doye population, yet yet DNR biologists seeno .
' wl'gﬁxedwepepmauonmﬂusstatemn’t..a_
=supp0:t

season/ii il 4
Buttb;szsnotabwtwheﬁlerﬁiestatedwe,
popuianoncan support a hunt. It's aboutwhetheri: _

| the majority of the, people of this state

kmnhnglﬁ:ffe mcmmmg dove - our state’ S'¢ csal
Ie! Ak B s o )
~Vote at S rmg Heamigs at 7 pm.'April 1{)' .

“Why else has' the

’hunhngﬁeidé it takes for 2 successful dove Hu
‘-W;séonssndovehunftemwmﬂdharvestoniyan

wie“no”at&espnngh&nngssetforApxﬂiG*‘
Pleasenoteﬁ:atlamm;dhavebeenanachve

E Shara your thcﬁghts m 300 words or
less.. Send.” your-_._letters o0 Editor|

Marshfieid ‘News- erald,” RELS ;\év Third| /




\ Your Vlew

| Are we to start shootmg
. robins. and cardmals next?

L {';Q THE EDITOR

&kavejustmcegﬂylﬁamedabout

tendermourning dovesin

F‘Whp would have ima

What is w;:ong thh thc mental- V

ity of men that would lead them to.
such actions to organize to hun
and kill such a bird, which I con-
sider a songbird? :
Wﬂlcard:nalsandmbmsbenext’?
‘Thave been very glad to say that I

am from Wzsconsm unthMonday

-night, =
Intaﬁcngmﬁa sevcrai peoplein
St. Croix county, I would say that
90% of the people I tatked to were
‘not aware ‘that a vote:had just
_takeni-place on whether to kill
 mourning dovesthiscoming fall. Tn
. & sense it is a done deal, but in
« another real senise, it is up to you,
" the reader, to'make a d;ﬁ'erence
and give a damn and act now.

- Unless the Dept. of Natural -

Resourc:es is the most close-
mindedand ngxd government body
- ini this state, it should still be pos-
“sible to have an influence.
_Accordingtotheirrules we have
until Friday, April 14, to change the
vote on Monday — by the time this
- letter is printed that date is behind
us, but I was told by a DNR war-
den from Madison, that he be-
lieves they will still accept letters
into next week. So here it is folks:
Thereisonly onepair of mourn-
ing doves that I see in my home-
town of Woodville. These days
and last summer I barely remem-
- ber secing any doves. [ even had
 the thought, what if they become

extinet?

-Though this is hardly likely in
the state of llinois, where theyare
more abundant, that doesn’t belp

- me up here, does it? Remember
. tthassengeergeon?'fhesebirds
* are not like the dozen or more

grackles, blackbirds of crows that
Isee averywhere, which are noisy
andunappealing. .
These doves travel alone, call-
ing to their mate, and if one of- .
those hunters shoot the other mate; .-
the first one is lonely for life (as ;
they mate forlife). Itis soprimitive -
and unacceptable that these idiot *
hunters have this need to find one
more bird or animal to kill.
Shame on you for coming uwp
ith such a plan! Z

Do something oonstmctxve in-
stead of depriving the rest of us of ¢
the enjoyment of a bird we love. 5
“Tothe hunters of this county, do
not kill the only pair that we enjoy
around here. They should spend
more time on preserving habitat,
than destroying what the divine

 gave us.

Theplamsto“bagupto 15birds
aday,” for a 7-week period in the
early fall. It makes me sick. I don’t
ever see 15 doves in 4 two-year
period. Do you? ‘

'If you enjoy the songs of birds
and the delight that they give, and
particularly the rare “Coo-ah, coo,
coo, coo” song that these doves
call out, then write the DNR.

Write to: Mr. Al Phelan, Con-
servation Congress Liaison, P.O.
Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707.

- Tell him, you weren’t informed of

this meeting, and do not feel that
the 200 hunters of St, Croix County
represented your point of view.
Susan L. Chapin

Woodvﬂle
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Dear George Meyer: _ _
Ilove your quote “When there is & dove hunting season, people won’t even know it.” How about
this one? “When one loses his job, people won’t even know it.” AND by all rights, you should lose your
job. You were voted out of your job 8,474 to 436 votes at the April’s DNR and Wisconsin Conservation:
Congress meeting. If opposing the dove hunt would destroy the spring hearing process of grassroots
democracy (another quote) then I would expect the Govemor, the Board members and you to also honor
the overwhelming support and hunters’ votes concerning the Public Intervenor’s office being reinstateed
(6,591 to 981) and that your position (Sec. Of DNR) be appointed by the Nat. Resource Board rather than
appointed by Gov. Thompson. When an institution is politicized, it isn’t grassroots democracy anymore.

As state officials, you have an obligation to protect our natural resources for all of us—not just
one group such as the hunters. Congratuations to Don Paulson and Steve Willett who voted against dove
killing. They understand and know what this committee is all about. Not adding a dove hunt does NOT
TAKE AWAY any rights that hunters have now. Not having a dove hunt does not have anything to do
with banning hunting is Wisconsin. What you and the DNR have done was to tum a large group of our
population against hunters. And perhaps that is what you really had in mind afterall. Get rid of the DNR

and Gov. Thompson can appoint his own committee.
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Rep.Suder: I will not be voting for you even though I do like vour thinking on many things. It scares me
to read about your pro-hunting legislative record even though I come from a family of hunters and have
hunted deer and small game myself. We don't need a hunters' amendment to our state's constitution! The
NRA and the D.N.R. along with the Congressional Congress meetings (composed of hunters and
congressmen) are getting way too powerful for this state, They proved that when they decided to hunt
and kill the mourning dove, a small, harmless little bird that bird lovers like myself enjoy feeding and
observing. People like you admitted that it wasn't right but you still did not do anything to stop it. You
have been bought off by too many hunting clubs and the NRA. Ilove nature and I love my mourning
doves. 1am looking for a polifician stand up for conservation and creating a balance between the
beauty of God's living things and the h()st:hty of man toward wildlife. I am looking for a politician who
understands that we are the keepers and not just the killers of the wild. I was hoping that you would be
that kind of politician but your record proves otherwise. Thank vou.

%WM
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506 S. Main
Cotby, WI

Gov. Tommy Thompson
Room 115 Easd
State Capitol
Madison, Wis., 53702

Dearn Gov. Thompson:

1 have heand many Wisconsin hunterns say thail they would not
bifl the mourning dove---just Like you are sayding now.

Hey! Thats a cop-out for you and the nest but especially

fon you becauéa of your posdition--You can't appease both sides
on this issue by saying that you won't hunt them but you will
make it ?054£b£a fon othens to hunt them.

Come on--brave huntern. Btand up for what you befieve in. Why
did gou change your mind on the dove hunting {issue? ITfoyou

did because of the public vote, then you will have to go alfong ‘with
with the othen two issues afso--the appointment of a DUNR
Seecretarny and pubfic intervenonr restonation. OR you can stand
up and be counted as going aga&nai all the issues wh&ch means
Atapp&ng the dove hunt.

This is all unfain polditics. A decisdion Zo shoot mouaning doves
affect alf of us. Even the children of Wisconsin should be pant
of making the decisdion. lets involve the children because {X 44
thein wonld too! Aftern all, L1 was the school chifdren of
Wisconsin who chose the Amerdican nobin as ourn state birnd.

You are in the position to make this a better worfd and not Let
some paranoid huntens dictate as to which bind they woutd Like
to shoot next.

Sincenely,

Barbara Gaulke
506 S. Madin
Colby,WI 54421



TOMMY G. THOMPSON

Governor
State of Wisconsin

May 30, 2000

Barbara Gaulke
506 South Main
Colby, W1 54421

Dear Ms. Gaulke:

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed mourning dove hunting season in Wisconsin. I
appreciate the time you took to contact my office.

The Natural Resources Board, at the request of the Conservation Congress, created a proposal that
would allow for the hunting of mourning doves in Wisconsin. The public provided input
regarding the proposed hunting season at recent public hearings held in every county by the
Conservation Congress. The proposal was overwhelmingly supported, as attendees voted
approximately 21,000 to 6,000 i support.

As vou know, I have expressed publicly my concemns regarding the proposed mourning dove hunt.
The pubhc will agam have an opportunity to provide mput to the Natural Resources Board at their
May 23 mcetma n Shawano ‘The Board will decide whether or not to approve arule establishing -
a mourning dove hunting season in Wisconsin. If the proposed rule is approved, the Legislature
may then review and hold additional public hearings on the rule.

Thank you again for taking the time fo contact my office.

]
OMPSON

TGT/mceh

i mrhedevy

Room 123 South, State'Capi’mZ., P.O. Box 7863, Madison, Wisconsin 53707 « (608)266-1212 ¢ FAX (608) 23’7‘8983
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Ignore a]l hearmg VOteS _
Editor, News Herald: They tell me that the dove vote stands, flaws ._

-~ andaiLAreywamﬂxatother:tembwdesvoﬂngtomﬂmmn
ing dovestook p}aceazﬂ:e Aprii DNRand ﬁleWisconsm Consezvaton

Forﬂwaeﬂzatammremted,ﬁ,ﬁm voterswant{andnrﬂyQSi voters'
- disagree) that the Public Intervenor’s office that was abolished in 1995
bemmstamd.lhxsoﬁeeptmectsﬂxesmtesiegalmmesﬂmugh
* legal action when ny |
In 1995, meposmmofbmwasmmwbyleg- '
islative action to the. governor; 8,474 voters and only %
mntﬂwxspesmOntobeappemtedbymeNamxaiRmum _
ztwasbefog’I‘ht:u',aapsongo»tmto*theafct.ﬂ.1 andd@sp
Despite e overwhelming support for esetwmssms Ite
the fact that the paranoid Wisconsin hunters gave Rep. DuWayne
Johnsrud his “right” to shoot doves, Thompson and Johnsrud indicat-
ed that, “All those oonsewatzonvotexsjust don’tlﬁmwmspgtlfgh about -
these positions to come to-an accurate opinion.” What
‘way. of doing business evenfor the political waﬂd. Are
ymmﬂmgtoietmxrnamralrmnwbeapoimmlfmtbaﬂfor
Thompsonandhxsbud&es’!fdmldlhgwasappmvedbemnseaf
the strong ztfor:t,oﬁlerxssuesshmﬂddemndmesama
Perhaps it w bebastto ore everything that camie out of the
April ledidn’t achancetavote andztwas.
_aputup Johnsm “nght”to ootdmres. .
' BARBARA GAULKE— :
: S Colby




Hunting mourning doves considered
- MILWAUKEE (AP) — The Department of dove season failed in 1972 and 1989 N
; g?t%ﬁgﬁgﬁgf -mta}z}yé g?bhsh a ifiur}ting season CO.Ieaan Lord, a wildlife rehabilitator in Ozaukee
. for s, e symbol of peace, - unty, called it ironi i
-~ The department’s Natural Resourg:sa Board - symbgofpeae;.@mc et  state Vo shoot s

- meets Jan. 26 in Madison to consider planis for let- . An organization called Wisconsin Citi
 ting hunters kill as many as 15 apiece. _ neemed for Cranes and Doves oppogs; ﬂ;eﬁfdeena?
o wh?&mtgzsi)%f?g : mﬂh{;}nsmgg ‘m?st;u;umng do;:eg: John Wieneke of New London said.
. e LINK says are hunted in tes i “There’s no reason - » j
ing neighboring nﬁ‘ﬁﬁ"‘s Bacias inclu There’s no n for a hunt,” Wieneke said.
e retly satisfied that this is 4 clearly a renew-  there’s really nothing of value as far as meat
o resource, bﬂaﬁdsecmtary James’ zefepﬁlaier a dove, What it mrr§m down to is mﬁnﬁofm
+ of Brookfield said. “If’s a hunting opportunity and  ation.” , ‘
they're considered to be gourmet food” . The DNR announced Friday its recommendation

" man of the A
R Coi-?mutfqee’ ”al_;g they're delicious.” ‘ 18 the

', ; Hunting could begin next year with a season run- April attended by more than 6700
- ning from Septembgr to Oc_:t_obgt Proposals fora was2to] in;favgr of hunting éovesi.}eepie’ the vote

“Hunting has a place and I'm a deer hunter but

quiteabirdto hunt. They'rea challenge, - to the board to submit the quicetion . o Wisconsin
said Rep. Du%yﬂe?;hnsm_ d, chair:  Conservation Congress, 4 group that advises the

e Assembly“Natural 'Resources department on hunting and fishing rules.

the group’s annual cognty meetings in

L i

Letters to the Editor
Letters o the Editor
Wausau Daily Heraid
F.O. Box 1286
Wausau, Wi

SHOOTING MO_URN?N_G DOVES IS SENSELESS!

The DNR and Rep. Johnsrud (96th Assembly District} wants us to believe that our
Wisconsin hunters with guns in hand would find the “elusive” mourning dove as a good Killing
sport. Elusive? Those gentle little birds that eat from our feeders and build their nests in the
nearest shrub by our houses? They are almost domesticated and we are led to believe that it is
sporting to shoot them. It would make more sense to throw rocks at them or kick them aside

while walking in your yards.

Real hunters are concerned and do not gun animals/birds down just to kill or use as
target practice. They value life and justify the kill by havesting the meat. is a 2-inch drumstick
worth taking the life of this gentle peaceful bird? As it is, we do not have great numbers of
mourning doves in central or northern Wisconsin. Many are helped through the winter by feeding
them. Their gentle cooing puts them in the songbird category and they are a delight to hear and
watch by birdiovers.

People in the 96th Assembly District should also ask themselves if Wisconsin needs
DuWayne Jonsrud in the state legislation. He has proven that he serves only himself.
Taxpayers should find out how much it cost them to entertain Jonsrud's friends with a dove
tuncheon or how much money the Dove Hunters Association shelled out for his reelection.
Many people believe that politics and big business has corrupted the DNR's mission and |
believe that this is a good example of just that!

If Wisconsin ends up with a law allowing the shooting of mourning doves, it will only be
because people did not get out and vote. Please come out in the April election and vote against
the senseless slaughter of this gentie bird that stands for peace in Wisconsin,

Barbara Gaulke
506 S. Main
Colby, Wisconsin 54421




| have talked to many that do not want the mourning dove to be used for target practice
for mermbers of the Dove Hunters Association. We do not have great numbers of maourning
doves in Wisconsin and many are helped through the-winter by birdlovers. Their gentle cooing
puts them in the songbird category. Shooting doves will be just a start of the slaughter of our
birds. There is no way to satisfy the “so-called hunter” that wants to shoot anything that moves.
The Robin has a bit more meat than a dove. Will that be an excuse to shoot them?

The people in the 96th Assembly district should also ask themselves if Wisconsin wants
DuWayne Jonsrud in the state legislation. ‘He has proven that he serves only himseif.
Questions should be asked about the taxpayers’ expense regarding his dove luncheon for his
friends. How much money did he receive from the Dove Hunters Association for his reelection?
Many people believe that politics and big business has corruptged the DNR's mission and |
believe that this is a good example of just that!

if his ideas are made into a law so that mourning doves can be used for target practice,
#twill only be because the people did not gef out to vote. Please come out in the April election
and vote against this senseless slaughter of this harmless bird that stands for peace in
Wisconsin.

Barbara Gaulke
506 §. Main
Colby, Wi 54421

To the Editor

When one speaks out against the actions of the Wisconsin Conservation Congress,

a group that advises the department on hunting and fishing rules, one usually gets
labeled as an anti-hunter or a member of the Animal Rights Coolition. {am neither.

In fact, | come from a family of hunters and have hunted myself. However, hunting
isn't just killing everything that moves and having a killing season on gentle, harmiess
mourning doves just doesn’'t make sense!

This year's annual county meetings will be held on April 10th. Marathon County
meeting will be held at the Marathon High School starting at 7:00 p.m. Wood County
will hold their meeting at the Pittsville High School at 7:00 on the same date.

So many of us were silent when the annual county meetings took place last April showing
vote of 2 1o 1 in favor of hunting these peaceful little birds. Whoever controis

the vote controls the law. Now bird lovers must be present at their respective county
locations on Aprit 10th and vote no to a dove season. We don’t need this type of

hunting season in Wisconsin!

Barbara Gauike
506 8. Main
Colby, Wi 54421



Letten to the Editon:

Bind Lovens--Unite! Please contact your State Assembly and
Senate Representative and tell them that you ane against dhooting mouirning
doves. Ask them to dupport BLLL SB45 prohibiting the hunting of the
mourning doves. There will be a pubfic hearing in Madison on this bife
on March ZZnd at 9:30 4in Room 4171 S, Capital Buifding s0 you must act gast

I am sune that you are aware that the powerful PNR and some huntens
keep saying that it is the white dove and not the mourning dove that is
Wisconsin's symbot 0§ peace. Look thrnough the State 0f Wisconsin Blue
Book which is pubtished every two gearns. VYou wilf find a picture and a
descniption of the mourning dove £is18d unden Wisconsin's symbols. OQux
schools use this book to teach ourn children about symbols, goveanment
and the historgy of Wisconsin. What kind of message are we Aending oun
school children when the DNR officials and our nepresentatives can sefect
and add the mourning dove to the 4late's List of game binds? Game bind?
This harmless Little bird that eats only weedseed, senves as dinnen fox
the protected hawks and builfds il4 nest near oun gront doons?

State Representative Scott Sudex keeps saying that the gight about
the mounning dove is a §ight fonr huntens’ nights. No ome, not even the
hunters have the right to RiLL oun state symbol of peace. For a decade
now, the mourning dove has been protected from huntens. Mourning doves
were nemoved 4rom the statutory defination d{ game binds by Chapten 129,
Laws of 1971. Section 1.10 0f The statutes named the mournding dove as
Wisconsin's officiat symbol of peace. We axre heaning much about the
hunters' night to hunt and §4sh Lately.but how can theix nights be tahen
away £§ they are not allowed to shoot mounning doves? They never had
the right to shoot oun symbol of peace in the past. Why now?

Please help to save the doves by catlling the legistative Hotline
numben {1-800-362-9472) and astking the people that represent you in
Madison to suppont this bifl. 1t was Henrny David Thoreau that sadd,
"MAN 1S RICH IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF THINGS WHICH HE CAN AFFORD
TO LET ALONE."

Sincenely,

Barbanra Gaulke
Colby, Wis.
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Dove-hunting argument doesn’t make sense

To kill a moumning dove.
Gosh, it’s getting to be a real
ch?)ﬁenk%e around here. »
esky . panfywaist animal-
rights freaks protest a hunt on
those little rose-breasted brown
birds with the sweet throaty pur
synonymous with a summer

evening. )

To get the underway,
a lawmaker here in Wisconsin
hosted a luncheon in his office.
And he served, no less, dove au

ViR , .

One of the representatives in
my state legislature, DuWayne
Johnsrud, demonstrated his com-
mitment to overcoming the objec-
tions to dove hunting, including
the nagging fact that the mourn-
ing dove was desi

designated, nearly
30 years ago, as the “state bird of .

That's plain dumb, say would-
be dove statkers.

In fact, one of the lunch
munichers just happened to be
president of the Dove Hunters
Association. That’s a group with
fully 1,100 members nationwide,
or about the same number as the
Helping Organization for People

says desion

(R -

But chowing down on a drum-

stick the size of a piride finges

that'd b taughing mafter: 55573
In fact, says Rep. Johnsrud, the

birds have more meat than

exs run up to 8 ounces, or almost
the size of a pigeon. Though you
could peg six or eight of them ata
time with a well-targeted rock on

: er used to say, on the subject of -
S vit " zucchini bread, add cinnamon
{%’i&“ﬁ 1] and sugar to anything, inclucing

: ar sweeping compound, and it’s

g going to taste good). -

You might wonder why law- -~

| For the News-Herald

" all over the place. They are,

- North Américaanyway.

would think. Some of those ok

 Before the taste test, robably not

hurt the consensus {as my broth-

ird feed ’ d ;hm‘ h th things to do than host a roast of
iﬂggdﬁ!’& soea paiéidd they X itty bitty, harmiess birds in order
around your feet when you're 10 organize open season on them.
in the yard, Johnsrud pointed o You might wonder what kind

that they're deuced hard to shoot| Of guns we'll use on birds the size -
“They are fast. They are elu-| Of a cheeseburger, in order not to
sive, They can fly Iike a jet fight- | Dlow away what little meat there

that our poultry-killing choices
are paltry, why Wisconsin doesn’t
the dove hunt.

Tho conforence is called “pub- | 1Sland Red farming, so there can

lic, " but he overw = major-| De & chicken season. (Hey, chick-
_%W_}m ens are elusive. And some of

faster than a Formula One

ed TAcer...) ‘
o {0 vOte o You. might wonder all these

0 = Many things, but you'd be naive.
of the quesbons that come to
vote are about which animal
ulations are holding their groun
sufficiently fo start “using” them.
Every spring, somebody sug- "% A
gests that timber wolves have Live to Hunt.
probably come back enogtgh for .- It's a sport. It's a sport that
“yse” — there must be 30
by now. And as for doves, they're no

it, and when it’s no longer movw
ing, we eat it. With wine sauce.
As signs in Rep. Johnsrud’s

physical training, no-
no sense of fair play,
tatis.- Do effort beyond raising your
in arms and squinting. This sportis -
i 2. playedout against opponents that>
“As the head Dove Huriter Geni * don't know they're m the game.” -
Ebert pointed out, gbjections to All you have to know is which
dove hunting are 4 - end of the gun goes bang and
It 10_a their  know better than to shoot at any-
Efﬁ%g._[)ove,s e added, is con-
a delicacy - as are fer-
mites in sub-Saharan Africa

thing that wears © e and _‘
{they’re best toasted, with beer).

according to federal avian
the mogt hunted bird

P paday et E
T

families together and keeps meat:
(:nciudi:égsthose yummy 2-inch
drumsti

state, what hunters say usually

goes. : .
And so, doves, start doing what

you do best.
Mourning.

answers to the name of .
Hunting is a sport that keep:
Maybe it’s just ignorance.

ized how down-

course, the
and the wild rice probably didn't

akers in the great state of -
Wisconsin don’t have befter .

You might wonder, if we feel

start state-spomsored. Rhode 1\ =

those freerange chickens can -

Hereahouts, if it moves, we shoot |

ce read, we “Hunt to Liveand

them requires no aerobic conditioning, o

) on the table. Inour
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State doesn’t
need season
on doves

On April 10, sportsmen across
the state will vote on rule
changes, proposals and adviso-
1y questions. One of these ques-
tions ‘will ‘deal with the pro-
posed mourning dove season.

Wisconsin does not need 2
mourning dove season. It is not
a Wisconsin tradition, itisnot a
viable source of nutrition and it
is niot necessary to manage the
the mourning dove population.

When a mourning dove is
cleaned, there is only one ounce
of edible meat, provided the
shotgun blast leaves any meat

‘to recover. 1f a person really

wants to. have dove for dinner,
there is already a dove season
in Wisconsin. The rock dove, or
pigeon, is'an introduced:bird
that is not protected by migra-
tory laws and is available for
hunting year-round. The rock
dove is larger, will provide
more meat and will not gener-
ate the same negative response
as would a mourning dove sea-
SOT.

The mourning dove is the
most harmless bird alive = it
presents a threat to nothing. It's
eating habits make it beneficial
to farmers, due to the fact that-
its preferred diet consists most-
ly of introduced weed seeds.

A small group of “hunters”
wish to kill this inoffensive bird
for nothing more than target
practice. They want us “to
believe that if we oppose them,
then we are anti-hunting or
uninformed hunters who are
ignorant. This is taken straight
from the Wisconsin Dove
Hunters web page. Come out
onr April 10 and tell them that
we do not need a mourning
dove season,

Kevin Kearns
Sun Prairie
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Mr. Al Phelan

Spring Rules Hearings
Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster PO Box 7821
Madison, W1 53707-7621

Dear Mr. Phelan:

I am writing to inform you that it is truly disappointing to find that our Wisconsin
hunters would even think of shooting the peaceful mourning dove. Personatly, 1
will never respect a hunter again if this goes through. | attended the Marathon
state hearing and this didn't even come close to a democratic meeting for the
following reasons: _ o N

. 4} The mourning dove was sacrificed because the hunters are 50 afraid
of animal rights activists. Hunters were urged to vote for it regardless of their own
personal feelings because lies were told about the future of hunting and fishing
being in jeopardy if it didn't go through. Hunters brought their wives who were
jabbed into raising their hands in favor of shooting doves. Hunters could not come
forth with one good reason to kill mourning doves--only that it was their right and
that their rights would be taken away if the mourning dove issue was settied.

2) The dove issue was number one on the agena with many other issues
following it. However, many people left right after the first voting which tells me
that they were not interested in conservation issues and that this was a “put-up job.”

3} Much misinformation was given at these meetings and it varied from
one town tothe next. Scolt Osborne said at the Pittsville meeting “that dove hunting
increases the revenue and that money can go toward habitat and helping the species.
We were told at the Marathon meeting that there would be no extra fee for shooting
doves because it would be included in the small. game license.. If the DNR is doing
this for extra revenue, surely.a dove’s fife is worth as much as a duck's life. Why
not have the hunters purchase a dove stamp same as a duck stamp? In that way, we
will be able to keep track of how many dove hunters there really are. In time, it might
help save the doves from extinction. The dove population is DECREASING now and
with hunters taking 15 per day, it won't be long before they go the way of the
passenger pigeon. Is this really what the DNR want to go down in history for--just
10 appease the paranoid Wisconsin hunter?

4} Instead of worrying about what will be the next species that they can kill,
the DNR and hunters better start thinking of preserving habitat for our wildiife. Hunters
need land to hunt on and a number of landowners are already saying that they will
refuse hunters the use of their land when this goes through. | predict that this dove
hunting will create a political divide between many, many groups.

5) The Wisconsin hunters wanted to send a message as 1o how powerful
they were and Mr. and Mrs. Citizen got the message. If hunters can point to a loving
peaceful dove and say that they want to shoot it and the DNR allows them fo do S0,
then this group is way too powerful and we as Wisconsin residents better do some-
thing about it. Thats too much power for any group.

6} This is unfair politics even though it has a fancy sounding name of
Conservation Congress. You can't have a meeting with one group and make a law
that affects so many. Even the children should be involved because they should be
able to decide if they want their children to hear and see mourning doves twenty
years from now. It was the school children of Wisconsin who chose the American
robin as our state bird. Perhaps they will be able to save the doves.

Decisions like shooting doves affects all of us. Please listen to the rest of
the people. lts a world that is made for all of us-—-not just hunters!

Sincerely,

~Badrera L\ et



Homepage Title:

Friday 09/08/2000 3:19:47pm

Name: Cash
E-Mail: cashmore@athenet.net

Homepage URL: http.//
Referred By: From a Friend
Location: the planet earth and New London
Comments: | think that it is very much my time to express a point that most of you will

B

Lon

K‘s\@{x

never be able to feel, but hope you can understand. We know that in 1971
then Gov. Lucey signed into LAW Senate Bill 422 naming the Mourning
Dove the Wi. STATE SYMBOL of PEACE. This dedication was given in
honor and a hope of finding Peace for those returning from a WAR that was
seen as a disgrace to many Americans. As a Veteran of this war I saw first
hand both the conflict in Vietnam we faced and the conflict of comming
home. We were spit on in the airports. We were labeled "baby killers”. We
were forgotten It took many years and alot of heartaches before we were to
receive the honors we deserved. We fought in the name of Democracy and
Freedom to achieve these honors and were brutally attacked not only in
Vietnam, but-on our home soil for our allegiance and our loyalty. Now The
Wisconsin Dove Hunters Assoc., led by a protester of that same war, is
again trying to dishonor those of us that fought in Vietnam. | haven't any
animosity fowards those that protested our involvement in the Vietnam
War, but "STRONGL Y DETEST" those protesters that spit in our faces
when we came home. Jim Weix the Pres. of WDHA is now again "spitting”
m the faces of those same Vietnam Veterans and [ will not allow this to
happen. An HONOR given deserves to be RESPECTED. I respect my
friends. I respect That Black Marble Memorial "THE WALL" in
Washington D2.C.. Jim Weix calls it, and I quote, *That F-—ing black wall".
Please help me to continue to uphold an HONOR given to the Vietnam
Veterans: Jim Weix calls Our Symbol of Peace and Hope just-a pigeon.
What do you expect.

Thanks,

Cash



Name:

E-Maik
Homepage Title:
Homepage URL:
Referred By:
Location:

Tuesday (7/04/2000 8:24:44pm
Val
dvde@piinet.net

httpo//
NewsCGroups
Wisconsin

Comments: No one can tell me kiiling is right. Killing for *neccesity® may be just fine.

But killing for the sake of sport (or fun basically) is not. Flunters may be
able to justify killing deer, geese, whatever... because they say they eat what
they kill. But it all boils down to the fun of it, in most cases. I'm sure there
are still needy people who must fend for their food. But in general, if
hunters were offered free venison or whatever, instead of *killing it
themselves*, they definitely would not want it. And this is coming from
good sources as I'know many hunters and their wives will tell me the
answer to that question. They all sav I'm right, that getting the game is the
part the huniters want to do. So, don't tell me we're the emotional ones,
evidently hunters hold quite abit emotion for the hunt, We instead are the
compassionate ones. T would much prefer to be in the comradship of
peaceful, compassionate people, than those who feel it's fun to go shoot
some helpless, defenseless being.

Now, regarding the hunting of the doves....that cannot even be justified by
the "meat” it gives. How cheap life is that it can be expended for a one
ounce piece of meat, if it's even eaten in the first place. No, I see it as
another target for those that just have to have something to shoot at, or kill.
I could list the many reasons why it's unfeasible to put the dove on the

vintirey et bert pecees o F [—— N s Lk . = TYNID 3
hm‘}ihxg 15, but nany of these reasons have been listed. T feel the DNR is

* 1o more than a prohunting organization put out by the government to do

the whims of the hunters. It's no tonger an ecological or natural resource
department. I never see them fight *against*® anything pro hunting. They
are basicallv made up of hunters for hunters, Such a shame.

I hope the dovehunt never goes through. I also want to thank all you fine
people out there who have kindness in vour heart for these creatures,
especially the men who stand up against this. You are truly what T consider
"Men" to be, not a guntoting killer in search of helpless victims.

And to the hunters that are not in favor of this hunt, thank vou.. .you are the
special few. You are able to determine when something really is an
atrocity. I hope in time you will come to understand how precious all life
18, but for now, [ think it's wonderful that vou understand there are
boundaries to everything, and this is one useless thing to add to the hunting
list.

To the owners and those dedicated to this site and the fight to save the
dove, I wish you well on your efforts. Thank you.



Sanday 07/306/2000 1.00:54am
Name: BJ Arndt
E-Mail: bicarndt@hotmail.com
Homepage Title:
Homepage URL: hitp //
Referred By: Net Search
Location: Eden, W1

Comments: [ was checking information on the proposed Mouming Dove hunting
season, which we are very much against. There are very few doves in our
area. They are a songbird. Are they going to want a season on bluebirds,
robins, and other songhirds next? Why don't they go where there is a season
on doves, or shoot pigeons instead? They are much larger, tasty, and the
“sportsmen” would have their fun. If this goes though, we will close our
farm to ALL hunting and not buy any hunting or fishing licenses.

Wednesday 06/14/2000 2:20:12pm

Name: barry wilson
E-Mail: ajaj@bbw tds.net
Homepage Title:
Homepage URL: htip.//
Referred By: NewsGroups
Location: brighton, wis.
Comments: Hunting doves is wrong, it's just another excuse to kil another animal.
Don't animals already have a tough time surviving with loss of habitate,
- preditors, cars and pollution? Shooting small birds is a pretty discusting
excuse to kill. T think wildlife eduacation and appreciation is so underrated!

Wednesday 06/14/2000 12:41:58am

Name: Sars J. Andrea-Neill
E-Mail: picassol000@netzero.net
Homepage Title:
Homepage URL: hitp.//
Referred By: Just Surfed On In
Location: Pleasant Prairie, W1

Comments: | think the DNR should be elected not appointed by
the Govenor. 1 don't trust them to do whats right for the
environment,

Sara

..........................
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Wednesday 09/27/2000 12:39:50am

Name: Sarsh and Libby

E-Mail: lil_dudette_69%@hotmail.com & bugsiell 2000@vahco.ca
Homepage Title: Jess and Sarah's Fanfic
Homepage URL: htip://expage.com/jessandsarahsfanfic

Referred By: Yahoo!
tocation: Port Colborne Ont. Canada
Comments: hi, _
S I;ust found a mourning dove with a broken leg. [ was searching for
something on how to care for him when i spotted your site. 1 think that

shooting and killing these precious beautiful birds is a crime.
Sarah and Libby

Tuesday 09/12/2000 10:58:16am
Name: CASH
.. E-Mail: cashmore@athenet.net
Homepage TRle:
Homepage URL: Hittp:/
Referred By: From a Friend
Location: new Jondon
Comments: [ would like to thank you, all, for your overwhelming support on the issue
of fighting against the hunting of the Mourning Dove, our State Symbol of
Peace. Not only for your e-mail, but in our personal contacts. When I'm
down, you pick me back up and I appreciate your kindness. Thanks from
me and my Vietnam buddies.

Cash



No Dove Hunt

 Sign this Guestbook

Wednesday 07/12/2000 12:36:05am
Name: A WUNSCHEL
E-Mail: AACOLLECT @HQTMAIL COM
Homepage Title:
Homepage URL: hitp://
Referred By: Just Surfed On In
Location: OREGON, W1
Comments: | am embarrased to live in a State that would designate a "BIRD) of
' PEACE" and then approve a hunt to kil it. I am not at all opposed to
hunting (yet}, but that just doesn't seem right. Peace and hunting/killing
don’t belong in the same sentence. And we wonder why children are
shooting each other. Wake up people. Ever heard of role models? It's ok to
shoot anything in Wisconsin. When does the Robin hunt begin? Way to
many of them around here!

R . S Tuesday 07/11/2000 8:04:43am
Name: Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for Cranes and Doves
E-Mail: weeed@hotmail.com
Homepage Title:
Homepage URL: hitp//nodovehunt webjump com
Referred By: Just Surfed On In
Location: Wisconsin
Comments: To the citizens of Wisconsin.
Below 15 a post from the Wiscensin Dove hunting group.
This post 1s to let you know that the dove season is a long way off yet and
we are not though fighting the issue.
Today it might seem that the season is for sure.
Between now and Jan 2001 we still have a chance to stop the dove hunt.

BE SURE TO CHECK THE SITE FOR INFORMATION ON WHAT
WE PLAN TO DO NEXT.




Saturday 06/17/2000 3:29-21 pm
Name_}:'- Richard & Johanna Mihalek
. E-Mail: valhalla@win, bright.net
- Homepage Title:
- Homepage URL: hitp//
Referred E?:"Clicked on a '‘Guestbooks by GuestWorld' Button
Location: Washburn, Wi
Comments: We are definitely opposed to huning of Mourning Doves. It has been only

in the last few vears that we were able to enjoy having them in Bayfield
County

In a recent bird countcovering about a fourth of our county, a mere 34 were
counted - an exact same amount as were counted a vear earlier by
volunteers for the North American Migration Count in mid-May.

It would be shameful to put these gentle birds in peril by subjecting ther
as "live targets” to insensitive hunting. We'd rather that any surplus of
doves be lefl to a healthy predator-prey relationship with the hawks. It's
about time that the DNR give serious consideration to predator-prey
relationships in a balanced ecology rather than cater to the sportmen and
their wallets. Wouldn't it be great if we could buy a "Non-hunting License"
so the DNR could be financed for their programs by non-sportsmen?

Thank you folks for fighting for the doves et al.



Page 1 of 1

From: Michael Dellger [schbibik@ dataplusnet.com]
Sent:  Sunday, June 18, 2000 11:16 AM

To: Sen.Baumgart @legis.state.wi.us

Subject: No Dove Hunt

Dear Senator Baumgart,

I am writing to you foday to urge you to vote against the proposed dove hunt, which is currently being
discussed. | am saddened and appalled that such legistation could even be under consideration. To kill a bird
which has been designated as the bird of PEACE for the state of Wisconsin is cruel and absurd. What kind of
message are we sending to our children? Why must hunters constantly be searching out new life forms to
kill? Aren't there enough animals in Wisconsin for humans to kifl?

In my yard each day in spring and summer there are two mourning doves that fly to my roof and deck. Their
gentle cooing sounds {ill the air with tranquillity. 1 am filled with sadness and disbelief knowing that soon these
birds may be slaughtered. Their cooing becomes that much more poignant.

| have never before written {0 any legisiator about an issue; however, this concerns me greatly, | strongly urge
you to vote against this legislation. Let our bird of peace continue to represent that for which it has been
designated. Let not the bloodiust of hunters continue in this direction. We all have enough to eal. Let us not
kill these gentle, innocent birds. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Michael L. Dellger
2215 North Taylor Drive

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53083
920/452-3354

6/19/00



June 19, 2000

'M;chaei Deliger
2215 North Taylor Drive
Sheboygan, WI 53083

Dear Mr. Dellger:

Thank you for letting me know about your opposition to the hunting of
mourning doves in Wisconsin.

As you know, this proposal has now been endorsed overwhelmingly by the
-+ Conseryvation Congress. in meetings-held in.every county throughout

- Wisconsin and by the. Department of Natural Resources Board. A public:
hearing has been scheduled for June 215 by the Senate Agriculture,
Environmental Resources and Campaign Finance Reform Committee
regarding administrative rules to begin the hunt in 2001. It is certainly a
good time for making your views known.

Sincerely,

HM BAUMGART
State Senator
9™ Senate District

JB:jw
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20964 Co. Hwy. A
Tomah, WI 54660
June 19, 2000

Dear Senator Jim Baumgart,
Do not allow hunting mourning doves in Wisconsin.

We are not anti hunting. Two of our sons hunt deer, turkey, bear, grouse and squirrel.
We take pleasure in their successful hunts and enjoy preparing wild game for the table.

We do object to huntmg maummg doves in Wisconsin. We take pleasure in feeding 8 to
10 doves that come to our bird feeders. Unlike most wildlife, these are social birds we
can observe and enjoy daily, merely by looking out our windows into the backyard
These birds add beauty to our environment and their lovely call adds music to the day.

Do not allow hunting mourning doves in Wisconsin.

Sincerely, §
;&éwﬁ’*‘: ém‘iw%‘ﬂ(p Qé{?vwn

Edwin and Lyda Lanier
Town of Ridgeville
Monroe County
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MARTIN HANSON
P.O. Box 707
Mellen, Wisconsin 54546

PHONE & FAX: 715-274-2344

— 3 P D EEDED
Towes 29
May 4, 2000 .
T apiss  BAUAMGHART
sy £ Fantiss  BAUAGS
semoaTo

Dear Mémber -

& hunting seasan for Mourning Doves. should net -take. place-in™
Northern Wisconsgin. It is the northern edge of their summer range.

A person could walk through the meadows. and fields here for
five (5) days and be lucky to see one, with the exception of where
peeg&e»have—b&rd ﬁeeders

L Professez~nackrve£eh~ @rn&tha&ag&st at ﬁerthlandngellegea hasf
recorded data for 29 years which points to this conclusion. -

Please look at the highlighted portions of the- enclosed
material.
Thank vou -
Yours truly,

"“%., S W
;ff Sogedn g F ¢

; ?‘; s TS
,/?5553% S IV

Martin Hanson
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Tune 20%,2000

Mr James Baumgart
Fx —608-267-6796
Dear Mr Baumgart

Thank you for your prompt response to my letter on the proposed dove hunt in
Wisconsin.

However, it's soynds like you could be in favor of such a hunt. Remember that it is the
voice of the pcaple in your district that nieeds to be heard. The vast majority of person
I've had conversation with on this proposal, are agamst it,

Wisconsin Public radio, did a straw poll and found thal there was a 5 to 1 majority of call
ine that were oppose to dove hunting,

I can not travel to Madison to the hearing, so I am depending on you to be my voice.
Please make it loud and clear that [ am opposed to dove hunting in Wisconsin.

I would sorely miss the soft cooing of these beautiful symbols of peace.

Please do the right thing and vote NO.

Sincerely

Susan Hay
6215 Fetzer Rd
Manitowoc WI 54220



Wexler, James
- —

From: Legislative Hotline

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2000 11:31 AM
To: Sen.Baumgart

Subject: Legislative Hotline Message
Senator Baumgart;

You have received a new call from the Legislative Hotline from:

Mrs Glen Conger
323 1st St
Waldo, Wl 53083
(920) 528-8060

Date: 06/20/2000
Time: 11:26:00

NO CALL REQUIRED
opposed to dove hunting

Call Received by erp Senate Page
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June 20, 2000

The Hoporable lim Baumgart
Rax: (608) 267-6796

Dear Senator Baumgart:

1am writing this letter in regard fo the propﬁsaéfidav&hmﬁng seasop, to which 1 an
strongly in opposition of.

As we all know, the dove i3 an extremely gentle smd beautiful bird and is not a bother to
anyone and it is our state symbol of peace.

I there were soine reason to shoot these birds, other than the svidemt urge to kill, 2
hunting season my be in order. However, in our increasingly violent society, what kind
of message does this send to our youth, or society ag a whole for that matter?

1 ask for your support jn opposing this. milmﬁam propesal and tieaimelt for the
whaiesaie sia&ghter of our state symbal _ :

Cordially,

..::smu/paidw

Susan Pitroski
411 North 5 Street
Manitowoe, WI §4220
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June 20, 2000

Mr. Jim Baumgart

Fax; 608-267-6796

‘Dear Mr. Baumpart:

Thank you for prompt response to my letter opgosii'lg_ the dove hunt in Wisconsin.

Unfortunately, I cannot travel to Madison to expfess my abhorrence for this proposed
hunt, so | have to rely on elected officials such as yourself.

[ can only hope that the majority of your constzments are opposed 1o this sad. inhumane,
attack on those peaceable birds and that you will voice opposition to this proposal,

How sad that hunters fee! they don’t have enough speczes to kill - what a world we live
!

Coz*dially,

“eshl

Sue R. Rank
1526 North Rapids Road
Manitowoc, W1 54220




Henderson, Patrick

From: Sue [firstucc @ excel.net]

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2000 1:15 PM

To: sen.baumgart @legis.state.wi.us

Ce: rep kestell @legis.state.wi.us; firstcongucc @excel.nat
Subject: Moumming Dove Hunt

Jim:

Just say No to Hunting QOur State Peace Symbol!

Shame on the DNR, legislative reps. and hunters! I cannot believe that a hunting season will be allowed on the state “peac:e symbol”
based on approx. 21,000 hunters in the State of Wisconsin. I am so angry and upset about this. This should not even be an issue to be
discussed. What does this say about the State of Wisconsin when we allow our peace symbol to be killed? There are 38 other states
allowing a Mourning Dove hunt. Let the State of Wisconsin show these other states that we stand behind what we declare and protect
our “peace symbol” from being hunted.

 Hunters have admitted that isa pioy so they do notese their huntmg rights and privileges. By coming up with this hunting idea, I think
they're going to find more people will have more of a negative response towards them then positive. I for one already do. (I do come
“from a long line of hunters and fishermen and women. Although I do nothunt, T do fish).

Jim, what are you thinking when you want to agree with only 600 hu_nters from the Sheboygan County area that we need to kill our
“peace symbol”? If it’s because you could lose 600 votes — think about the thousands of other voters in your area who are non-hunters
and do not agree with this hunt. This figure is not a true representation of voters in Sheboygan County,

The DNR claims that there is an ample population to sustain a hunt. So what! The ample population has not caused any reparable harm
to the state.

The Mourning Dove is:

*Peaceful. We did not make a mistake in choosing this bird as our “peace symbol.” Thousands of Wisconsinites spend
thonsands of dollars in purchasing bardseed to feed thcse beaunfu] blrds at thelr backyard feeders Ask them what
they think about this proposed hunt. -

Monagamou ' Other: -game. birds® and ammajs such as. turkey, gmuse pheasant and deer are polygameus If a Moumma
“Dove loses its mate, the surviving dove usually dies within a year of loneliness.
*Not a Nuisance. Doves do not harm crops or cause car damage. They are peaceful. Their gentle cooing sounds indicate
this as well.
The Mourning Dove has:

*Natural Predators. Doves are killed by domestic and feral cats, Red-Tailed Hawks, humans (cars), and hit windows

as well.

For six years, my husband and I have lived on 32 acres and half of our property is in the CRP program. We have invested quite a large
sum of money into our property to provide habitat and food for wildlife. Just this year, we had native flowers and prairie grasses
planted by the DNR to help provide better habitat for wildlife. We are also planting 2,000 trees and shrubs this year on the CRP acres.
We consider our entire property a wildlife refuge. When other people are complaining about wildlife damaging their property, we have
Tearned to co-exist. My husband vsed to bow hunt and riffe hunt deer. However, he has given up hunting because of the idiots out there
unting now and he would rather observe the wildlife then kill them.

I have voted for you, Jim, since you first started in politics. Through the years, I thought you were open-minded and had done a great
job especially regarding issues on environment and conservation. But [ have to say, that your decision to agree with this hunt does not
sit well with me. I hope you rethink this hunting issue.

Thanks for listening,
Suzanne K. Meves
W44SINCty Rd A
Plymouth WI 530673
920-876-2185



Wexler, James

From: David Lagerman [davdiou@danet.net]

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2000 8:40 AM

To: sen.baumgar @legis.state.wi.us; sen.wirch @legis.state.wi.us; wisgov@ gov.state.wi.us
Subject: Mourning Doves

Heilo,

Pve been against the mourning dove hunting all along, but I'd like to
share something that happened to me a few days ago as | drove into town from
my country home.

} could see a bird standing in the middle of the road, near a road kill,
I slowed, even though | know the birds see us as siow, lumbering objects and
always get out of the way. The bird tumed out 1o be a mourning dove and it
didnt get out of the way until the very, very last minute - it was
_ standing near its mate that had been killed on the road.

How can we condone killing a species that mates for life? Will the
hunters be carefulto kill both in a pair? We have no idea what birds feel
and I'm not trying to anthropomorphize this, but | saw what | saw and we
should give this aspect some thought as well.

Sincerely,

t.ouise Mann
W7118 Hwy U
Plymouth Wi 53073
920-528-7343



