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From: Sue Hinz [whinz@bytehead.com]
Sent:  Thursday, June 22, 2000 7:.57 PM
To: sen.baumgart @legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Proposed Mourning Dove Hunt

Dear Sen. Baumgart,

As a constituent | am compelled to write about the current moumning dove hunt

controversy. Please oppose this ridiculous proposal. As a member of the ASPCA and a
lifelong resident of Wisconsin | believe that dove hunting is simply inhumane. The birds are
very small and can be senousiy wounded by hunters and are often not found because of
their size. -Dove hunting is not only inhumane; it is unnecessary. There are already many
species of "game b;rds for Wascons;n hunters to kail Dove hunting is done for sport not for
-subs&stence ' . _

I feef very strongiy about ’thts hope you will flght to keep this wonderful bird of peace safelll

Smcerely,

Susan C. Hinz
2728 Columbus Avenue
Sheboygan, Wi 53083

6/23/00



Yera Strowd

76990 Wesd Fhadow Didve
ANew Berlen, Wesconsin 53454

L 2626791702
June 23, 2000
Senator Alice Clausing
1314 Wilson Avenue
Meromonie, WI 54751

Room 319 South, State Capitol
P.0O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 533707-~7882

Dear Senator Clausing,

As a resident of the State of Wisconsin for 39% years, I wish to express my deep
frustration with the rule-writing process that has allowed the season on killing
mourning doves to get this far. I am asking you, as a court of last resort, to
allow your Committes on Agriculture, Environmental Resources, and Campaign Finance
Reform to deny the proposed hunting season on mourning doves.

I am. also a publlcly eiected official. I am a county board supervisor, and have
“been, except for 6 years, an elected public official since 1978, I krow the tre-
mendous pressures on you to allow this hunt to proceed, especially in view of your
coming run for re-election.

I've heard all the arguments the DNR has made, that the kill would replace the
natural demise of these birds and therefore would not result in a true diminishing
of their numbers. I have not heard that anyone gave testimony that their numbers
in Wisconsin have been cut in half since-about 1970.

It is the young birds that die for lack of food in the habitat, not. usually the
j,adults.; Mourning doves mate for life. in‘a portion of the populatlon, 30 the des-
struction of a mate in the fall woulﬁ presumahly lead to a lacK of- teproduction the
fnllowing spring for the remaining bird.

Apart from talking numbers, how about the lead shot that is being allowed, leading
to a slow painful death for those birds that are not killed outright? How about
the lead shot leading to lead poisoning for those humans who consume the birds,
there being so little to consume, per bird?

Mourning doves have no history of being a threat in any way to the life and activi-
ties of humans. Their only “crime" is that they dare to co-exist with us on this
planst.

This is undoubtedly the most blatant example of the "tyranny of the minority” 1 have
ever experienced as a student and practitioner of political science. As you know,
over 60% of the population of Wisconsin is against this hunt. This is the first
occasion I have experienced of being ashamed to be a citizen of this state.

If you do have opposition over this issue, I pledge to put myself and my friends
here in SE Wisconsin at your disposal to help you win your election. I do believe
in putting my money and my mouth where my principles lie,

Yours sincerely,

;Z:,m QWM

Vera Stroud Thés és 100% Recyclod Pafier
cc: Senators Baumgart, Wirch, Schultz, and Lasee
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Wisconsin Citizens Concerned
for Cranes & Doves

Hunting Sandhill Cranes and Mourning Doves?
Because we can, doesn't mean we have to, or that we should
June 24 2000

Sen. Baumgart
PG Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707

Dear Sen. Baumgart,

It has been indicated to me that you are not interested in any more testimony regarding the
proposal to hunt Mourning Doves in Wisconsin. It seems that since the DNR was allowed two extra
appearances to refute testimony offered to your committee that you would at least consider looking at the
documents I have enclosed with this letter. There Wa$ some tense questioning of George Meyer in regard
to his support and lobbing for the proposal before the Natural Resources Board. He claimed that he only
did it after the "overwhelming” vote for the proposal by the people attending the DNR Hearings Apri] 10.
My first document, an article from Wisconsin Waterfowl, indicates that the lobbing and support started in
1997. The article clearly indicates that early interest in this proposal came from Rep. Johnsrud and was
supported by Sec. Meyer and the Department . It-did not come from the hunting public. ., -~
¢+ “The second document is to clear up the misunderstanding between you and Sisan Chapin in
regard to the number of hurters in the state. ‘As'you can see the Department issued 708,195 hunting
licenses in 1998, down 13% from 1996 and representing about 13.5% of the population of Wisconsin. This
is without taking into account that a number of people would have purchased more than one license and
more than a few that would have been from out of state. Hunter numbers are not quite what you think.

1 have also included the definitions from Chapter 29 of the State Statutes to backup what I pointed
out in my testimony. Quite clearly Sec. Meyer and Attorney Tim Andryke are wrong in claiming that the
definition of "game birds" only relates to game farms. I was not present when Andryk presented his
testimony regarding the comments from our attorney. I's interesting that he was able to get an opinion
from the AG's office when neither Sen. Clausing, Rep. Foti, or our attorneys could. Tunderstand it was not
presented in written form, we have requested a copy when one is prepared.

The last document relates to the national decreasing interest in hunting and increasing national
interest in bird watching. This is something I pointed out to both the Department Secretary and Board.
The Department should be looking to the future and what interests the general public not staying
entrenched in the old ideas of just who they are responsible to.

Sincerely,

%@j&
Wieneke, Secretary,

WCCCD

P Box 103

New London, WI 54061
{920) 982-3561




Moummg Dove |
Breeding

Populatzon Status 1997

W'th fonds receawd from auts:ée our organi-
zation; WWA recent}y ;mlied its members
regarding their opinion regarding a future dove
hunting scasen in Wisconsin. Sarvey results
showed the membership favored by a 5-(for) 101

{against) an. oppomxmty to. imat doves in
W’iscensm

. For our. rcauier’s mfarmamm, foﬂowmg is thi‘:
. material provided eaclicr this year to the Natural
‘Resources Board mentbers by Secretary George

Meyer upon the request of Rﬂpresentatn«e
D&’Wayne }ohnsmd. s

Abundam:e e -

T%xe moummg dove, {Zenaida, ma{:roura)
is one of the most'abundant birds/isn the
Uriited Smes, and-i is,.by far, the most abun-
dant game bird. The estimated fali Hight in
zhe confsrmmous ‘U S 13‘ more mat SOG mai~
’ha ‘hght was 83 millicn ducks in 199@ Tile
wisconsi anntal fall Hight estimate is in
exeess of 12 million doves)’ Moummg doves
srefound throaghout Wisconsin, but are
Moreumerous’south’ ofa lme fmm {}rtc 1
Ba}f to Ezu Ciaare '

Bmlegy ami Mzmagement
Themourming deve reproductive cyci
in the Midwest begins in late’ Apriloof early
May when g iaymg bs«ms and continues
untif early September when Hedging, eads.
’Vioummg doves lay two eggs per ¢ utch
and ratse betweenitwo and five clutches per
year:Aker 14 daysin the fest; mstlmgs
fledgeiand are dependerit on the' adishs for
anmiu:r 10-14 days. Conifers are pre%erred
nesting habitat, but mouming doves:will
use & wide variery of ivailible trees, and are
very successful in shelter belts; Small wood-
lots; and suburban areas’ The U5, Fish and
Wildlife Service divides the country into 3
management units {Eastern; Centsal, snd
Westemn)-for population moritoring and
management purposes. Research indicates
that 53% of mourning dove nesting
attempts are successful i the Bastern
Mapagement Unir4EMU): and an average
or 4.8 fledglings per year are produced by
each pair of doves. The annual mortality
rate.in hunted states in the EMU is 60%
for adulrs, and 75% for 1 IMRtre mourn-
ing doves, The anmzal mortaigfy rate in
non-hunted states 1s:50%. for aduits, and
53% for immature mourning doves,
Moummg dove habitat across the U.S.

as well as in the Midwest has increased
since presettlement times, starkly contrast-
ing habitat trends for most other game
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- that asagricultuge: predd nort

'mzbmting from’ Wisco
" rany othet states. Pase band recovery stud-

birds. 'Moummg dove poj
increased us well. Robbins

ulations have
221 reports

United. ‘Smte mourning: dow pepuiatmm
followed. :

Two daf&nm segmetuts of ti}e migratory
mourning dove population use. Wisconsin.
One segment i3 made up of doves. that
breed i Wisconsin, In falf, these doves
leave Wisconsi Hollowing one of two

h migfaton toutes. One route leads 1o win-

tering grounds in Texas; Louisiana, and
Mississippi, and the other to Alabama,
Georgla, and Florida, 'Moummg doves
ware harvested in

1e5 Tave shown that W’ismnsm moumuw
doves make up 8% of the harvestin

Florida, 6% in" {flingisand Louisiana, and

4% in Alaba.zm Fheseconit segment of the
mourning dove: papuiman zim{ useg
Wisconsm is made up-of migrants from
otherstates'and Canada, Some of ‘these
doves wintér is Wisconsin, the remainder

pass t%muvh ' more seu{hcriy wintering

areas.
The United Seates Fish and Wildlife
Seryice {USFWS) has conducted annual
natign-wide coo-counts.and sight surveys 1o
mentor mourning dove population trends
on more.that 1000 routes each spring for
more than 30-years. Theipopulation in the
EMU has been stable (no significant
increase-or decrease) over thie past 31 years,
(19661996}, This is tree-in b()_i_%l:huﬁfed" &

and pon-hunted states. Over the past 10

years, there has been a significant decline
in the EMU as a-whole, and i the hunted
EMU:states. but no significant trend in the
unhunted EMU states. In Wisconsin, there
hasbeen no significant change in number
of mourning doves:heasd orseen over the
past Hl-years or the:past 31 years. The
USFWS has concluded that-hunting does
not 1mpa<:t dove pcpuiamnn trenés

“been:

framewdrk allows for 70 day hus
sons-that may not beg)m prior.to
1. Stages are res;mnsxblu for establishi

“thelr own hunting seasons within, the feder-

i i'mmewo:f\ .md Dag hmats in the mxé 25t

M{Jummv doves are presmti imn
38 states. In the Midwest, THinors, Imif.ma
Ohio, and all the states:south have meum-
g dove hummv seasons. Mschavan iu o

coupk: ymrs,zmdi‘sdinnesma '-i}egan_ i
gating a mourning dove hunt fast yeazs:
Apprommdteiy 50-55 million mourning
doves are harvested each year in the Umtcd
Stares. Motrntig dove 1 mnfma is very pop-
ular in sauthern states; and Texas, _
Mississippi, South Caroling, Aiabanu, and
Califernia are the highest harvest states.
Estimited Pitoman- Roi;\ertcorﬁ revenues .
restilting from mouming dove hunting
were 376 million i 1987 USFWS researdu
indicates that there 1s'no popu]at;on level
effect of hunting nation-wide, nor is there
an effect owpopulation in the FaSters
Manage*nem Unit (EMU). Approximately
5% of total mourning dove mortality is

atuributable. to hunting. There was no sig-

ificant trend in mourning dove pepixia-
tien 'nd;ces in the EMU over the past 31

Regulatwﬁs Development

N{) authonzing legislation is required.
Thie Departrment would need to promulgate
rules to establish a mourning dove season
and bag limizs.

The Deparmment has statutory authority
to-establish a mourning dove season. A
mourmning dove season is consistent with
the Department’s mission and waditien of
providing for sustainable use of u rénewable



WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT DF NATURAL RESCURLES

Chapter 5 | | :

: Werking fo provids: anglers and hunters with convenient ways fo buy fcenses, to ragister their hoats, and fo
gei quick, consistent enswers to their questions about regulations, licenses and our natural resources.

The Fish’ and Wildhfe Fund pays for 43% of the $7 2 million i;cense pro-
gram and 51.of its 137 positions. The additional 86 positions and $3.9
million is previded through general tax funds {GPR), environmental fund,
boating, all terrain vehicle and snowmoblle funds and the rest of the
_Conservation Fun(i

Issue speau_i wildife horvest permits

Inform and aducate the public

'Seil tmi:l!a.v 3 fﬁpﬂiﬂg{und other: i::enses. State Taw requ;res
people to buy licenses and permits to hunt, fish and trap; the DNR sells
licenses at18service centers and works with all 72 county clerks dnd
through retail agents to selllicenses We improved convemence'for 2
million customers by devempmg and msiallmg computers and compt}ter' '
systems, and trammg employees; so they could quickly a,ccess informa-
tion. to answer zustomer questmns am:i issue duplicate. he:enses

Pf s ' Hunfing Fishing - Total

13T 1374809

1998 TSt st 20m*

Y98 Totgls ore estimeted.

Wﬂdhfe Bciiar 4



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Activities

1982-1983  1994-1995 % Change
21.2 54.1 "
million million
21.2 18.8
million  million
60.1 583
million million

1995 National Survey on Recreation and the Environment,
University of Georgia



Wexler, James
S

From: Nancy Groth [ngroth@excel.net]
Sent; Wednesday, June 28, 2000 5:44 AM
To: Sen.Baumgart

Subject: Mourning Dove issue

To the Honorable Jim Baumgart, Please oppose a mourning dove hunting season. It is mere target practice. There are
already plenty of other game birds that are legal 1o shoot. These gentle birds do not deverve to be slaughtered. Thank you
for your consideration of this side of the issue. Sincerely, Nancy and Ernie Groth

P.O. Box H, Elkhart Lake, Wi. 53020



Wexler, James

From: Peter Satiler [psattler@excel.net]

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2000 1:28 AM
To; Sen.Baumgart
Subject: Vote NO on Dove Hurting

Dear Sen. Baumgart,

As residents of Sheboygan, we are DISMAYED to hear that you are in favor of
the proposed mourning dove hunt. The irony of allowing open season on our
state’s Symbol of Peace is hard to miss. We urge you to change your

position on this subject. Please suppon Sen. Alice Clausing's efforts to

put this issue before the voters in a statewide referendum. At the very

least, please do what you can to keep hunters from using lead shot to kill
these beautiful birds.

_ :Than;( you for your attention to this matter.
" Sincerely,

Peter and Lisa Sattler
29086 Mill Road
Sheboygan, Wl 53083
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Please accept this as my argument against the hunting of the Mourning
Dove in Wisconsin.

The Mourning Dove is the STATE BIRD OF ALL OF THE CITIZENS OF
WISCONSIN.

Why is a special interest group- the hunting population of Wisconsin
allowed to decide what is to be hunted in Wisconsin?

Please put the vote to all of the citizens of Wisconsin. Let all of the
residents vote on whether or not the STATE BIRD of OUR STATE{ NOT
JUST THE HUNTING SOCIETY) should be KILLEE) for the pieasure of some
of the resndents ' . _

I've attended the meetmgs; This Moummg Dove issue is the issue of the
hunters fighting the idea of anyone else telling them what they can and
can not hunt.

Why then shouldn’t the other residents of Wisconsin be allowed to vote on
what should or should not be hunted?

There are many residents who feed these birds and enjoy watching them.
~ Killilng them for pleasure is the same as; k:fimg the mbm for p!easure— .
jhowever the robin IS NOT OUR STATE BIRD : S

Will a new state bird be chosen for our state and who will make that
decision ? The hunting population or ALL of the residents of the state.

When it is your turn to vote please consider that you represent all of the
citizens of Wisconsin not just the hunting population.

Thank you for your consideration
Karen Zitzke

W204 N8291 Lannon Road
Menomonee Falls, Wi 53051



Senator Jim Baumgart
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, Wi. 53707

Dear Senator;

We are not in favor of a Mourning Dove Hunt. It is the States bird of
peace and shooting it is just as bad as desecrating the flag.

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Boelk
P.O. Box 458
Qakfield, Wi. 53065
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Senator:
I do not want Wisconsin to have an open season on Mourning
Doves .. Are the hunters in Wisconsin sportsmen or are they just
looking for something to kill ? 1 fully agree that there should be
controls on such 'thin_gs as deer and fish but what harm does the
little mourning dove do to us or-our environment? For those who
are true sportsman I am sure they will agree .

So Please have compassion on the bird, it does give us some solace
with its cooing . Do not make Wisconsin look hard and cruel.
Thank you. =

Jerome Andersen

3850 Schreiner Road

‘Spring Green, Wi, =
53588




Carol Brodsky
4153 Fisk Avenue
Oshkosh, W1 54904
(920) 235-4473

To Senator Baumgart;

Let it be understood that I am not against hunting. My father was a hunter all his
life. He shot deer and ducks, but I know he would be appalled at the idea of killing song
birds. My father was a naturalist as well as a hunter.

In short, killing song birds is an appalling idea. Based on reason and simple common
sense, please consider the following points:

The Wisconsin popuiatmn of Mourning Doves is not large enough to constitute a
nmsa;}ce, as ti@ey are in seathem Indiana.

The chalrman of the Canservatmn Cengress in Wmﬁebaga County, himself, said
Mﬂummg Doves Iay their last clatch af eggs in late August to early September. At the

. same tlme the proposed hummg season to kill Moummg Doves would be September -

‘October. Tt is apparent that by this timing baby birds (squabs) would be left to die. Is
that civilized?

N’lom’nmg Boves feed in: smaﬂ ﬂacks They take ﬁ:ght ina small fiack. 11 they are
shot with a shot gun, the scatter-pattern of the buckshot will wound many or more birds
' '-thazf; it kills. The wounded Doves will fall into the underbrush and hide. They will be left
there to die. No hunter T know of will search thmugh heavy uﬁderbmsh ‘mosquito and
_deer ﬂy rldden, to ﬂmi a wm‘lnded a:xd dymg Dove. T

0 Thase Mﬁﬁmmgg})aws that 'are klﬂed will ’yleid a “palm su;ed” morsei ef fﬁod b |
prepared correctly to be palatable, it will very likely be filled with buckshot. Imagine
biting down on unavoidable buckshot. The dentists will be the only ones to benefit.

' Tam not a rabid environmentalist. But I am deeply saddened by the fact that
-although I live in the country, I have not heard a Meadow Lark in fifteen years. I have
“not heard a Bobwhite quail in at least three decades. 1. have not heard a Whippoorwill in

over fifty vears. Now because the Mourning Dove has managed to survive statewide

urban sprawl and loss of habitat that has so devastated other bird species, some hunters
want to kill these gentle, inoffensive song birds.

I never had the privilege of seeing a Passenger Pigeon. They were wantonly
slaughtered and EXTINCT before [ was born. No, I and my children and grandchildren
and everyone else WILL NEVER SEE a Passenger Pigeon. 1 have tried to keep my deep,
heartfelt anger controiied on this matter of kﬁimg Mourning Doves but 1 cannot stop my
tears

PLEASE jom some- ather hunters 1 have taiked te on tlus mam:r and vote NO, NO,
NO! on establishing a killing season for Mourning Doves in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,
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" Henderson, Patrick

From: Legislative Holline

Sent: Friday, duly 07, 2000 12:12 PM
To: Sen.Baumgart

Subject: Legistative Hetline Message
Senator Baumgart;

You have received a new call from the Legislative Hotline from:
Robert Heinzen
2331 Hunters Ridge ct
Manitowoc, Wi 54220

Date: 07/07/2000

oo Timer 12:10:03

. NO CALL REQUIRED

Please oppose tha'-déve hunt if you get the chance.

" Call Received by Pat McKee Assembly



July 10, 2000

'Robert Heinzen

2331 Hunters Ridge Court
Manitowoc, WI 54220
Dear Mr. Heinzen:

Thank you for letting me know about your opposition to the hunting of
mourning doves in Wisconsin.

As you know, this proposal has now been endorsed overwhelmingly by the
. .Conservation Congress in mee’!:mgs held in every county throughout

= Wisconsin and by the’ Department of Natural Resources Board. A publ
" “hearing was held by the Senate Agriculture, Environmental Resources and

Campaign Finance Reform Committee regarding administrative rules to begin
the huntin 2001. No action was recommended by the committee.

I will remember your position on this proposal if it should be considered by
the Legls{ature again in the future. I appreciate hearing from you about this
issue.

Sincerely,

JIM BAUMGART
State Senator
9" Senate District

B jw
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John Wieneke

From: Maller-Dasmon@email-defivery infotrac-custom.com

To: kadkkearns1an.com

Subject: Signs of the dove: Amarica’s premier gamebirg hits turhulent air,
Oate: Monday, Jenuary 01, 1801 12:00 AM

Full cortent for this articls includes iustration and photograph.
Sourcer Sports Afield, Sept 1098 v220 n3 pB2{1).

Tithe: Bigns of the dove: America's premier gemebird hits furbulent aif.
Auithor. George Harrison

Absiract: Across the United States populations of mourning doves are
diminishing due lo snvironmental changes iy their habltats caused by fand
development and farming praciices. in some areas where these birds have
adapted well, a debate is brawing whether fo-declare open season o them to
contral growth

SBublects: LUnited States - Plarts and enimals
Maourning dove - Growih
Bird poprilations - Controt

Elestronic Gollection: AZ1236262
RN A21236252

Fuil Text COPYRIGHT 1998 Hearsl Corporation, All rights reserved, Further
réprociuciion prohibited.

Acrording 1o & recent report from the U.S. Fish and Wildife Sarvice, the
moyrning dove is the most abundant, most widely distributed and most
fraquently taker garmebird in North America. OF the estimated 475 million doves
fiying arpund the 1.5 each autumn, soma 41.3 milion sirs harvest od in 37
stales by 2.3 million hunters whe invest 10 milfion hunting days. That's 3 lot

of recreation. Additionally, mourning dowes are ragular visitors o bird :
feaders throughout thé country, 1o theenjoyment of bird-watchers and
photographers. But not ali the news is gopd. :

"We are bevoming incrassingly concemad about dechines in the sastern and
Wmmammmwz4maemmmy
over the past 50 yesrs," says biclngist David Dolton of the U 8. Fish and
Wiidiife Service's Office of Migratory Bird Mansgemerd. He points out that
declines ale evidentin bolly hunting and nonhunting states. "We bafieves this
is ‘due primarily to jand-use thanges, such as with wrban growih and faming
praclices that have destroyed vaiuabie habital, Thers ars alen studies under
way o more Rilly understand the role of hunting pressure in dove
papuistions,” Dolton says.

Doves were daclining in the western U.S. inrthe 1970s and 1980s, and when
hunting was eventuaily restricted, beginning with the 1987.86 season, the
population stabliized. "While wa believe that the hurting restrictions playad
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2 part, we 4o not believe hunting was solely responsible for the decting,”
" Diolton says. Nonetheless, as numbers have siid stowly downward in recent
years, the debate is being revisited.

Open Season? Because mourning doves have prospsred in many regions despite
trervy Binting prossuns, there is also ingreased interest in opening seasons on
them in the 11 siates whers they are net hunted or are pratectsd gs songbirds.

tn Ohiic, there will be a referendum this fall o ban hunting them stalewide.

lowa and Wisconsin, meanwhile, are currently in a debate between hunters end
m&nmﬁﬁsmmﬁwmmmmmmfmﬂedma
gamabird.

“ﬂmmsemeéfoﬁme.m legislahure last year, but the antiunting

groups had a'bigger furmout than the sporismen,” says Richard Bishop, chief of
Wildlife Bursau, towa Department of Nalural Resources. "Biologically, nothing
tsbmngdmafmmmmmgdmmm but if the legisiature will change

tig ciassification to gamebind’ money and imanagement sould be directed to
dwesaﬁztmmwﬁhwdmﬁc&ys ﬁaesanciotb&rs Bashapaays

Wemmbﬂmw&mno&ta&ﬁﬁmﬂammmm
says Keith Warrke, upland scologist with the Wisconsin Departmers of Retural
Resources. "But ¥'s. & very emotional issue, and:fsgm&g&omkaamg
gmsmeﬁmanmapm:ﬁwmmm hesays. -

Fult Gycle: ﬂewedadmasmmmgams mmngmwpu%azmam
vary healihy throughcut their breeding range, which strefches from southem
portions of Canada, through the LS., and into Maideo, One reason Tor their

ammmmmmswmﬁmymvmmmgtes

inmost of the countly, e nesting tycie begins in hiarch or Aprit with
court-ing and the mournful call for which the bird is named.

After mruch billing and coding, and couriship gliding on fiked wings, "the male
selects & nesting site, often on a branch of an evergreen, 1010 25 feet

High,” says omithologist Hal Harrison. "On a fimsy platiorm of slicks, the
farnale lays two pure white egys, which ars incubated for 13 o 14 days by both
birds " Harrison says.

_Thehaidﬁmsofmmdwasmaybemeu@mdaﬂmmm but fed
o regurgiated glsnduiarﬁmd called “p@am mik," they quickly grow into
. handsome Bedglings. After ammsdaya Wmmmmm
withirs aweaek they sre’ontheit own. .

Mouming doves commonly produce three 10 five broods in a single breading
segson, However, "mortalily among juveniies is high, with 56 to 84 percant not
surviving their first year. The annual adull mortality rate is 46 10 70

pearcent, in different parts of the U.S..” says Dofton.

For those birds that do manage to survive their first yesr in thewild, the
avemge‘ fife span is threw 1o five yesrs. One dove heid i caplivity, however,
ived tobe 17.

—~End~
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THE MOURNING DOVE IN WISCONSIN

QUICK FACTS

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Zenaida macroura. (There are two subspecies of mourning dove that reside in
Wisconsin, carofinensis and marginella.)

FOODs: Weed seeds and waste grains.

HABITAT: Mourning doves are habitat generalists and prefer woodlots and edge components over interior
forests.

PRODUCTIVITY: Mouming doves are very pmhﬁc birds. The nesting season runs from Apnl! to September;
peak nestmg IS May thmugh August Each pair pmduces mu}t;pie broods each year.

' What is rwt mentwne;f kere is tiuzi neszmg fmiargs are common, average ﬂedgmg rate per pairin
Wisconsin is about 3i in a breeding season.

(The following was pulled from the section "reproduction” and emphasizes what 1 have said above
and contradicts the term "prolific”.)

Previous investigations show nest success is variable and averages 53% in the Eastern Management Unit
(Fig. 4). Past research indicates that mourning dove productivity is above the level needed to maintain the
population in the Eastern Management Unit. How old is this "past research’”?

ABUNDANCE: moved {o next page

- HUNT MANAGEMENT: Hunting is monitored and managed by profess;on& miéhfe bmic}g‘zﬁs from tha
United Staies Fi sh and W:idiife Seﬂme and siata midhfe agem!eg . . :

The same professional biologists are expressing great concerns about the declining Mourning
Dove population across the US.

EFFECTS OF HUNTING: Continent-wide hunting mortality is estimated at 10-15% of the fall population
annually. This mortality is believed to be below the level which would significantly decrease long-term
dove sbundance or hinder expansion of geographic area The moumiag dove population i Wisconsin can
sustain hunting without limiting the population.

What evidence is there to prove this statement? Wisconsin is at best sustaining its current
breeding population of Mourning Doves, at worst this population Is slipping every year. Of the
projected 150.000 Doves that would be harvested every year, at least 40% or 60,000 Doves would
have returned to breed the following spring, about an additional 4% loss to the breeding
population. In addition another 1% or 12,000 Doves would be lost to the breeding population
due to the high crippling losses (30%) involved in Dove hunting.




IDENTIFICATION By / i B3
The mourning dove is a member of the family ' ‘ A,
of birds called Columbidae. Male and female 8¢
mourning doves fook very similar with ;
grayish-brown backs, buff-colored
undersides, black spots on the wings and
behind the eye, and white feathers in the tail,
which show during flight. Juveniles can be B
distinguished from adults by light buffing on
the tips of the primary feathers which persist
until the first molt. Young are
mdistinguishable from adults by the age of 3

ok,

R
)

S,

i
T

months.

POPULATION . e g 7
The mourning dove is one of the:most RRER _
abundant birds in the United States and A ¢ 5
ocoupies a very broad range in North. . o A
America{F ag 13 'I?-ﬁcause--ﬂbves are very SR BREEDING AND YANTERING
abundant, widely distributed and G223 WINTERING
inconspicuous, precise population estimates Fic 1. Breeding and wirori e )
v . i . 1. ing and wintering ranges of the mourning
are dlfﬁc&i‘i. 'E;he Cu?ﬂmt aonhnen_t ?‘ﬂd{? dove {adapted from Mirarchi and Baskett 1994).
population estimate is over 406 million in the fall
nigration,

Just 3 years ago, Secretary Meyer reported to the Department Board that
there were 500 million in the fall migration!!!,

ABUNDANCE: Mourning doves are one of the most abundant and widely distributed birds in North America
and Wisconsin, The breeding range extends from central Canada in the north to southern Mexico in the
south and encompasses all of the lower 48 states. Banding and harvest data from the USFWS mdicate that 4-
5 million doves migrate from Wisconsin each fall.

However, distribution maps from the USF&W Service show very litile breeding range
directly north of Wisconsin. See above

Just 3 years ago Secretary Meyer Reported to the Department Board the there were in excess
of 12 million Doves migrating through Wisconsin!!

The last serious banding study is at least 30 years old!!!



V)

Mourning doves are abundant throughout Wisconsin, and are most numerous south of a tine from Green Bay
to Fau Claire. Conservative population estimates place the pumber of mourning doves migrating from

......

F;g 2 Wlsr;onsm nw;w&g dmfe pepui:-mon tmnds gﬁsﬁs«sz}
based on number of mourning doves heard per m!me Adapted

from USGS Breeding Bird $;lrvey results,

Fig. 3. Wisconsin breeding mourning
dove index based on mourning doves
heard {1966-99). Adapted from USF
Call Count Survey results,

HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Wisconsin in the fall-at 4-5 mulbion.
According to datd: collected by the North
American Breedmg Bird Swrvey (Fig. 2),
the Wisconsin dove population has shown
an increase.over the past 33 years (USFWS
1999). The trend over the past 10 years
shows a slight decrease (USFWS1999),
The index derived fmm the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service Call
Count Survey (Fig. 3), shows a decline
in number of doves heard over the last
10 years in Wisconsin-and in the

_ | - Fastern: Managemem‘ Unit (USFWS
" 1999). However, over the ieng«term, the

Calt Count Survey results indicate no

~ change in the Wisconsin dove population

over the last 34 years (USFWS 19993,

Note that ihe_Bree@c}_in_g Bird Survey data are
actual count data and the Call Count
Survey data are an index so the results are
not directly comparable. The mformation
is provided to demonstrate two of the
several indices used 10 monitor mourning

“dove populations. All prov: tde usefil

S fmﬁaﬂnazmn when assessing the staias of the i
- ‘mourning dove in Wisconsin. FONe

What is also not noted here is ¢
corresponding decline in harvest
numbers from a peak in 1976, along
with a corresponding decline in lunter
interest as numbers and opportunities
decline.

Mourning doves are highly adaptable to a variety of habitats including coniferous forests, deciduous forests,

residential, urban, and agricultural Iandscapes. Habitat needs include trees for nesting and roosting, a food

source and a sowrce of water. Habitat in Wisconsin has likely expanded with agricultural expansion since

settlement. With the expansion on large scale agriculture in Wisconsin, fence rows and tree lines

between farm fields have disappeared. This has reduced the nesting opportunities and success
for breeding pairs.



REPRODUCTION
The mourning dove reproductive cycle in the Midwest begins in late April or carly May, when egg laying
begins and continues until early September when fledging ends. Doves build scant nests of twigs and grass
usually placed in trees or shrubs 10 to 30 feet above ground. In wooded areas, ehins and maples are
preferred. In more open areas, coniferous shelterbelts and windbreaks are preferred for nesting.

See above, refereﬂée to change in farming methods

Mourning doves lay two white eggs per clutch and raise between two and five clutches per year. Again, 2-5
is the reference to national averages and has very lirtle fo do with Wisconsin! Both parents take
part in incubation and bmed—:‘eaamg activities. Hunting is proposed o start Sept. 1, when brood-

rearmg activities are still going on! Young doves, or squabs, hatch featherless and grow rapidly,
increasing their weight by 14 times within 15 days of age. Young can survive on their own 5 to 9 days after
leawng the nest and most leave fhe nest area wﬁhm 2103 weeks of ﬂcdgmg

_ :Prev;ous mvesnganous sh{)w Test SucCess is vanablﬁ and avemges 53% in thc Eastem Management Unit
. {Fig. 4). Past rcsearch indicates: that maummg dove. producizmty is above the level needed to maintain the
papu}amﬁ in the Eastem Managemunt Umt Haw old i is tkis ”pasi researciz "e

MORT &LHY ' '
The natural mortality rate for mourning doves is hagh approxam&tely 6 out of 10 bzrds do not survive from
one vear to the next, Research mdicates that mourning dove mortality 1s caused by a vaniety of factors
including predators, disease, accidents, hunting and weather extremes. Given the reproductive rate of
Wisconsin 'Doves_ this mortality rate would result in a stable population, without hunting.

FOOD HA&ITS '
Ninety-nine percent of the mourning dove diet is comprised of weed seeds and grains. Preferred weed seeds
.. include pigweed, foxtails, wild sunflower, and ragweed. Preferred grains mc]ude corn, sorghum and millet.
o Insects make: up avery. Smiall proportion of the dove diet. Doves move an average of 2-8 miles for food.
" Please note that black sunflower seeds are left off this #ist, please refer to the Sports Afield
article.

MIGRATION PATTERNS
Two different segments of the migmew dove popuiahon nse Wisconsm One segmem: 1s composed of
doves that breed in the state. In fall, these doves leave Wisconsin following one of two migration routes.
One route leads fo wintering grounds in Texas, Louisiana, and  Mississippi, and the other to Alabama,
Georgia, and Florida, The second segment of the mourning dove population that uses Wisconsin is made up
of migrants from other states and Canada. Some of these doves winter in Wisconsin, the remainder pass
through to more southerly wintering areas. What other states and from where in Canada? How old is
this information? Is it from the 30-year-old banding study? Based on observations from all over
the state the migration patterns have changed and many Doves winter in Wisconsin.
HUNTING
The mourning dove is a migratory bird protected under the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act which
provides for manaped hunting. The current federal season framework allows states to choose from either a
70-day humting season with a daily bag limit of 12 doves or a 60-day season with a daly bag limit of 15
Seasons established by states may not begin prior to September | and may be more restrictive than the
federal regulations. States are responsible for establishing their own hunting seasons within the federal
framework.

Mourning doves are currently hunted in 37 states (Fig. 3). Why did the question asked af the Congress
hearings say 387  In the Midwest, Tilinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 3l states south have mowning dove
hunting seasons. Al of these states have greater population densities than Wiscensin. Indiana
has 3 times the population. Wisconsin’s dove population can sustain a hunting season.



Moumning doves have
been hunted for many
years throughout the
United States and they
continue to be one of the
most abundant birds in
North: America.
Nattonwide,
approximately 41
million doves are
harvested annually.
This harvest number
is from 1989, the last
Irarvest number
published. Since

1989 when 10 million
. Fig. 4 Mourmng dova mnagmm umis wiﬁx %938 huntsng and ncnhunﬁng
hzmimg days were states {adapted from Dotton and Smith isss;

mves;ted in this harvest,

interest in Dove hunting

fell.te 8.1 miltion

hunting days in 1996 4

20%:decline, Under these circumstances it would be very difficult 1o believe that hunters
continue to harvest 41 million Doves annually. Other sources of mortality are 4-5 times higher than
hunting mortality. The Mourning Dove is a very impertant food source in the eco-system of Wisconsin,
Two species, the Cooper's Hawk and the Peregrine Faleon benefit from a healthy Dove population.
Long-term bandmg sﬁ“udaes indicate that 8- 5% of dove mortahly in the Hastern ’\x{anagement Umt is the
___-_;resuit@fhummg I LA PE T . i e e

Smdies in Ohto conci aded that nrb—an mcummg daves are far kzss vu!nerabie to huntmg than mfa? doveq
indicating that dove numbers at backyard feeders will not be reduced due to rural hunting pressure, This
study is badly flawed and was conduced for political purposes not science. Other research has
demonstrated that Septemiyer hummg does not negatively impact the number of young doves-added to the
popuiaxaan. What other species is hunted whde still neszmg’ -

The Department of Natural Resources does not expect that mouming dm /¢ hunting will result in an increase
in the number of licenses sold. Nor is it expected that the dove harvest will be at the level seen in some
states to the south. Using a rough estimate that approximately 20,000-30,000 people may choose to hunt
doves and an average harvest of 5 doves per hunter, the resulting harvest prediction is 100,000-150,000

doves from the fall population. With a population in the millions, why will
Wisconsin hunters harvest just 5 Doves per hunter?

The Wisconsin Departtnent of Natural Resources supports limited, regulated hunting of mourning doves.
Sustainable hunting is one of many public uses of our natural resources managed by the department.
Wisconsin has a long tradition of responsible, regulated hunting for a wide range of wildlife species. Hunters

are required by law fo use all game harvested, and may not shoot animals for sport. Crow
Imnting 227 Hunting laws prohibit unsafe shooting practices.



LEGAL AUTHORITY
Sec. 29.014, Stats. gives the department rule-making authority to establish and maintain open and closed
seasons for fish and game, which includes all varieties of wild mammals or birds according to sec.
29.601(33), Stats.

Does the Department of Natural Resources Board support the argument
that ALL wild mammals and birds are GAME?

THE PROCESS TO ESTABLISH A SEASON
The Conservation Congress placed an advisory question on the spring 1999 fish and wildlife heanng
queshonnalre asking whether peeplﬁ suppamd amourning dove season in WISCOBSIH "{'he result was more
than 2-14 n favor ofa season :

Tke ques:wn was suppﬂrted by an: argumem‘ cantammg 1 i sfatemems. 5 of the statements
contained information that was grossly inaccurate or just wrong.. 3 of the statements were
conjecture. ﬂnly 3 of the statements cannot be faulted for misinformation. To draw conclusions
from this vete is no more valid than to draw conclusions from the 2000 vote after the proponenits
urged a yes vote because "it's not about Dove hunting, it's about hunting!”

After reviewing the results of the spring 1999 Conservation Congress question and discussing a mourning
dove season internally, the department has asked the Natural Resources Board for permission to hold a
public hearing on a proposed momning dove season. The Natural Resources Board will act on this request at
its January meeting. 1f the request is approved, the proposed season will receive a public hcaﬂn;;, at the

: spmxg ’?{){3{} :ﬁsh and W;idhfe heanngs heki n each «;eumy on Apni Iﬁ 2000. :

The depalwafmt then must take into cens:&eratzon the results of the- pubhc heanng aieng ‘W‘!ﬁl other forms of
public input and make a recommendation to the Natural Resources Board in June regarding whether the
proposed season should be approved and forwarded to the legislature for their approval. If the department
decides to recommend approval of the season and the Natural Resources Board agrees, the season proposal
will be forwarded fo the legislature for a 30-day review period.

The respective legislative committees in the assembly and senate may allow the 30-day period to pass
without comment ~in which case the proposed rule is approved — or they may take a variety of actions to
request changes to the rule prior to approval or to prevent the rule from taking effect.

SUGGESTED READING
Ecology and management of the mourning dove. Baskett, T.S., M. W. Sayre, R. E. Tomlinson, and R. E.
Miurarchs, Editors. 1993, Stackpole Books. Harrisburg, PA.

Mourning dove breeding population status, 1999, USFWS. Laurel MD.

Mourning dove. /n The birds of North America, No. 117. A. Poole and F. Gill, Editors. Philadelphia: The
Academy of Natural Sciences; Washington, D.C.: The American Omuthologist’s Umon.

Comptied by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. For more information contact: Keith Warnke, Upland Wikdlife
Heologist (60R) 264-6023



Sunflower Factor

Conservation

GEORGE REIGER

Fields of planted sunflowers
revolutionized dove hunting, Unfortunately,
an unintended side effece.

OVE HUNTING HAS CHANGED |

greatly over the past twenty : and doves, he decided not to oy again.

¢ People who hunted his unharvested
ment has not kept pace. In ¢ field, however, had the best dove
the “old days,” hunters i shooting of their lives, The next
cruised the back roads each | spring, a few landowners began grow-

Saturday morning looking for newly :

years, but federal manage-

picked corn, sorghum, or cy-
cumber fields, Once a scont
found 2 concentration of
mourning doves, he’d
contact the landowner
or farmer, get permis-

the afternoon hunt, _

In my own Virginia county,
Bice was the major-domo whe most |
often rallied the troops to meet at
Phillips Hardware. Six to a dozen |
pickups with two or three hunters each -
would assemble between noon and 1
o’clock. Early arrivals would reminisce |
about previous Sarurdays and promise
themselves they wouldn’t miss 80 :
many birds this time. When the last of
us showed up, our cavaleade would set
off for the chosen field.

ILLUSTRATION Y TiM YEARINGTON
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sion to shoot, and call his buddies for

. two or three times a week,

ER

B

MR LR008

farmer
mented with a
small, but high-
oii-content sun-
flower seed. He
lost so much of the crop to blackbirds

there’s been

ing sunflower plots of their own.
Within several years, dove

Rather than spending long
F . and sometimes fruitless
; hours  looking for
N TE doves—and then, more

204

often than not, finding a flock shortly

his field in a winter crop—landowner-
hunters were now attracting doves so
dependably they could shoot birds

In the “old days,” we hunted most
Saturdays in September and, perhaps,
onc or two Wednesday afternoons as
well. When other seasons opened in

One summer, a
experi-

hunting was revolutionized.
' i which members pooled several hun-
: dred dollars each to rent land and pay
: a farmer to grow sunflowers, Game-
{ farm and shooting-range managers be-
. gan cultivating sunflowers for clients
i who paid $50 to $100 an akernoon
i for their chance at some of the millions
: of mourning doves shot cach year in

: this country. "

. US. Fish and Wildlife Service (US- -
: FWS) made its last calculation twenty -
- years ago, the estimated annual kill was
- 49.4 million birds. (By 1989, accord-
| ing to an estimate published by the
i Wildlife Management Institute, the
. nationwide tally had falien to 41 2 il
i lion.) But how many more doves are
¢ shot each year now that so many more
. birds are concentrated on fields plant-
© ed specifically for dove hunting?

- before the farmer was to disk and piant
Doug :

* velously prolific—able to fledge up to
! six broods of two birds each in an op-

! cline, first in the far West, where the
- birds are hunted in every state and
. shot withour much attention to daily
- limits once they cross the border into
' Mexico. The decline spread east in the

How do you manage a gamebird that
can’t he stockpiled?

f'@}li > :}M\ / 10\

! October, we abandoned doves—al:
* thongh some of the potentially best.
: flights were yet to come, especially if
: the winter was mild. However, with .
: the deciine of ducks and quail in the .
. 1980s, increasing numbers of South
! em landowners planted fields in sun
. flowers and proso millet. Since they’d.:
made a major investment in tractor .
© time and fuel, herbicide and fertlizer— -
1o say nothing of the fact that each -
¢ field planted for doves is lost for a cash
. crop—most landowners hunted their
- dove fields as often as possible,

. Non-landowners started clubs in

How many, precisely? '
Nobedy knows for sure. When the

Although mourning doves are mar-

tmum year—the species began to de-




1980s, cspecially as Midwestern states
formerly closed to dove shooting !
opened seasons of their own, and :
Southern sportsmen spent more days |

in the sunflower ficlds.

Despite the mourning dove’s enor- '
mous Importance to our economy—
providing many more than the 11.4 ¢
million annual hunang wips estimated !
by the USFWS two decades ago—rela- |
tively little research has been devoted !
to the species. The Missouri Coopera- |
tive Wildlife Research Unit did discov-

er long ago that

for weeks before the season opens.

WHY MANAGE DOVES AT ALL?

This pressure on local birds is com-
pounded by the fact that hunrers with
sunflower fields generally shoot these :
fields as often as possible. Sportsmen |
have been "assured by wildlife man- |
agers that doves can’t be stockpiled— |
that most of the birds they don’t kill to-
day will only be killed by another |
predator or die of discase tomorrow, |
Hunters fecl, therefore, litde compunc- |

tion about killing “all the law allows.”

As a result, cach year there're fewer |

flocks. Some huneers now find their :
“best shooting comes only after mi- |
grant doves arrive after the season has
started. Other hunters find they have a |
three-day scason on local birds, and |
that’s it. In any event, dove hunting is :
- fall had been rsing steadily from ap-
. proximately 11 million birds nadon-
The solution lies in relieving pres- | wide in 1942, 15 million in 1949, 19 ¢
sure on local birds by reducing |
¢ to the 49.4 million estimate of 1976. |

becoming as unpredictable as it was in
the “old days.”

Next Month: Our report on
rmgramry bird management shifts focus to-
“take'a close ook at waterfowl. Desgite
opzimistic news releases, North American
ducks are still in rouble~G.R.

Many people would accept
bag or season reductions
if they knew the facts.

“adult mourning :
* doves remarn with remarkable fidelity ¢
to the areas in which they nested the |
year before,” and this behavior may be |
the key to understanding why the
species is declining. Whereas once |
hunters killed as many transient doves |

as local birds in the flocks they scout- :
cd a far larger percentage of the birds |
now killed each September are local :
birds concentrated on sunflower ficlds |

September limits. Yet even while doc- |
i ulation had declined 6 percent over
- the eleven-year period.

umenting the mourning dove’s de-
cline, biologists remain locked into the

doctrine that you can’t stockpile a |
i gamebird whose average lifespan is less |
i the sunflower revolution of the past
* twenty years—none of the IAFWA’s

than a year. But if that’s erae, why have
management at all?

When the number of doves heard on
i Some are impossible to carry out. For
| example, the IAFWA recommended

the Eastern calling-count survey was
down again this year, USFWS press re-

leases deduced the decline was caused |
. more than documenting fluctuations
i and adjusting hunting regulations.

by “the cold, wet spring which proba—
i)ly affected dove calling behavior.”

That may be true, but 80
[ wildlife management and needs em-

what? “Cold, wet springs”

es survival,
“Unbike biologists, who

spend more time in front |
¢ fluctuations and adjust hunting regula-

of computers than in the field, war-

dens are out each fall, noting hunting !
¢ surdflowers for dove hunting, hundreds

pressure and dove declines. Frustrated

by the biologists’ resistance to reduc-
\ states and federal government do have

ing limits or scasons, some wardens

may be acting on their own to hobble |
hunters with radical interpretations of !

federal baiting regulations.

A dove-hunting industry has grown
up around the culdvaton of sunflow- :
ers, and many influental peaple don’t |
 want the status quo disturbed. JYet |
i many of these people are ighorant of :
. the mourning dove’s decline and |
would accept bag or season reductions
if they only knew the facts. That's why |
greater sin at the U.S. Fish and |
Wildlife Service lies with the biologists | E
- than the wardens. The latter are only | [
trying to protect the birds in their |
heavy-handed way. The biclogists, on
the other hand, are keeping the truth |
from the public by way of keeping the :

truth from themselves. .

The handwriting was already on the : |
wall a scientific generation ago. In |
surviving adult doves to replenish local | 1977, the International Association of
: Fish and Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA) |
published a summary of ali that was |
known about the mourning dove and
recommended ways to better manage
the birds. The data showed that the |
*included in any responsible manage-
- ment plan for the species: “Canada, as
- a production arca, and Mexico, impor-

number of mourning doves shot each

million in 1955, 41 million in 1965,

. Over the period of 1963 10 1973, the
! species had declined mationwide at an
. average annual rate of 1 percent in the
© East, 2 percent on the Central Zone,
. and an alarming 4 percent in the West,

depress rcproduction as |
surely as shooting depress- |
i ¢ the fact remains that the states and fed-
i cral government have litle capacity to

Nationwide, the mourning dove pop-

Despite this downward trend—
which may have been accelerated by

1977 concerns have been heeded.

that dove “management should mean

Production is an important part of
phasis in dove management.”

This is high-sounding rhetoric, but
do more than “document population
tions.” For every public acre planted in
of private acres are so managed. Yet the

the capacity—indeed, the sole responsi-
bility—to “adjust hunting regulations”

¢ to maintain the flocks,
Furthermore, as the IAFWA report

noted, Canada and Mexico must be

tant as both a production and a har-

! vest area, should be considered in a

mourning dove management plan that
seeks to maintain 2 population capabie
of sustaining an annual harvest by

. hunters and providing opportu- q
! nity for enjoyment for mw@
¢ bunters as well.”
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" 'tended hearings

JION

Dove hunting art of natural rhythm

wsS
(;, 1 o
: FENEIW
. There is a proposal about fo-add a
bird (Zenaida macroura) to the list of
~Wisconsin game species. There are
several millions of these birds. Their
most serious predator is the feral cat.
- Less than half of the b:rds lwe more
than ayear. :

The Department of Natural Re-
sourcas estimates that 20:000:10.30,000
hunters would ‘harvest’ abeut 10 per-
cent of the doves each year Dcwes on
theirwayto ...

a roasting
..pancanbe

By Thomas Heberlein

~.and sustain-

ablere-

i seurce.
Cd From

“geonomic

- studies we

cean esti-
mate that
this hunting
would - ’
generate

L i
"-‘:“305;311?(?3 of TthaS HEheriem

- ‘what economists -call . consumer- sur-

-plus every vear. Tt wouid requzre no

- _'newtaxesorfees

Thousands. of peepie wou%d learn

“placea single serving of chicken. Good
food, days out of doors, sustainable
- 1ow-1mpact harvests; economic - bene-
--fits and no tax mcrease Sounds hke a
.'.wmner SRR
Seventy-seven percent of the u.n—
.precedeaw* 30000 pesple: who - at-
5 Jincall 72 of
" Wisconsin's counties supported a dove
hunt. The citizen board ‘that oversees
the DNR voted 5 to 2 in favor. Yet after
all this public support, state Sen. Alice
Clausing is holding yet another hear
In the Wisconsin State Journal she
claims “Everywhere 1 go, no matter
where it is, the thing on people $
‘minds is doves The generai public is
so upset with this you can't imagipe.”

Heberlein is a professor of rural
sociology at UW-Madison who lives in
Lodi. He has conducted numerous
studies of attitudes toward notural
resource issues. He is currently the co-
principle investigator on o study of
anti-hunting attitudes in Sweden
Sfunded by the Swedish Environmental
Protection Agency.

' about the birds. While they are not -
targe, three spht dove breasts will re- .

_GUEST.COLUMN

A,s & mrai secmif:tglst who has stud-
ted - attitudes toward hunting in-both

the United States and ‘Europe, perhaps

T can put this in perspective.

I 1978, Steve Kellert at Yale did
the first: natmnal survey of atfitudes
toward ‘hunting. He ‘found that only 5
percent, of the American pubhc op-
posed - huntmg under all circym-
stances, Tdid a national'survey in 1995
using the same guestions. In spite of

nearly 20 years of hoopla and ac}ivism.

I ‘found virtually the same Tresult:

About 5 percent oppose huntmg under &

ail circumstances. - :

Boiish percent that are reprxesen’cw
mg “everybody” to'the senator. Five
percent of ‘Wisconsin’s population is
more than 200,000 adults. They care
strongly. ‘about this issue; and some-
times they can seem like everybody.

But it is not'that simple: Attitudes
toward hunting are “soft” That is, they
can be influenced by a single ward in
surveys. Ask’ people how they feel
about hunting for meat and recreation
and about two-thirds support it. When
Kellert and I changed one word in our

surveys, repiamng “meat” with “sport,”

both surveys found that support for
hunting dropped to just below 50 per-

cent. -Ask people how they feel about
trophy: huntmg and the sugport dmps :
to less:than 30 percent. -

‘People support huntmg but it de~

" pends on what and why. ‘Now you can
‘see why the 5 percent always say

mourning doves rather than the scien-

" fific name Zenaida macroura’ 1o refer

to.this common bird: The editorialists
have picked: up ot this and added the
slogan “bird: of peace” as a modifier.
And the argament makes itself as our
;eaders fall to the tyranny of sound
ites

What of science and rationality?
What about sustainable use? Even
some hunters who aren’t interested in
hunting themselves - opposed dove
hunting. This well-meaning group
thinks this dove hunting thing is going
to rile up the anti-hunters,

Tet's get it straight, friends. Not-

hunting doves, failing to press for sus-
tainable use of wildlife is not for one

minute going fo change the hearts and

minds of the 5 percent. They think hu-
mans should not Iill things and sureiy
should not take joy out of killing. They
generally ‘anthropomorphize animals,
giving them little names. 1o them,
hunting means killing and they are so-
lidly opposed to it

Cooked mourning dove was' ER
served earlier this ye ira
ieglslatorseﬁ;ce. o

Gomg down like 1{) pans on this wzil. N

only embolden this group. It will make
them stronger.

From many points-of view there is
no good reason fo hunt squirrels,
bunny rabbits, and:. certainly not the
exotic Chinese pheasants stocked into
the landscape for non-sustainable tar-
gets,

Take Sen. Clausing’s dayiong pubhc. -

hearing next Wednesday as yet an- - | .
other opportunity to explain hunting” | -

{othe nen—huntmg public (and remem-
ber in Wisconsin a2 majority of the pop-.
ulation is either a hunter, married to a
hunter or the son or daughter of a
hunter) The important educational,
food, and spiritual benefits of iumtmg o
Fvefa child’s blography of Aldo Leop-
old: makes ‘it clear “From his father,
Aldo’ learned ‘that killing was not’ the
reason :for the hunt Carl Leopold
taught his son that hunting was a spe-
cial way to feel close to nature. On fall.
hunting trips, Aldo learned fo feel part
of t;he natural rhythm of bird migra-
tions.”

Unless the Legislature opposes it,
in some future September some of us
can hunt the doves. Before the duck
season opens, before you can see
grouse through the leaves, before the
pheasant is Jegal game.

In hunting as in business, once you
quit expanding you begin contraction.

Support for dove hunting is more
important for the future of hunting -
than all the lofty speeches at gover- |
nors’ press conferences, If we are to
learn about nature we need to take
every opportunily to be part of the nat-
ural rhythm, including hunting doves.
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against market hunsing Butthereis |
more o the mouming dove’s suc-

doves are highly adaptable. Unlike | throughour the land.
pessenger pigeons, they are sthome | The slighdy luger

Myster ies of
The Mourning Dove

- NTHE AUTUMN OF 1813, john James Audubon observed a flight of
passenger pigeons along the Chio River in Kentucky that was so dense
“the light of the no(mdav sun was obgcured as by an edlpse

n

T Audubon were with us

: cultivared - fields
“and Ao Toosts:
of dense -cover
Of course, - there

.non-
and

Dove Hunts
Hearmo Up
spite of the fact that hugting

“has been shown io kave Hitle
or no impact on overall mourn-
ing dove populations, hunting
them continyes fo be the subject ' §
-of hot debate, particularly in: the o

-dove-hunting states of Towa: -
anesota, and in”

Wisconsin, where 3 ﬁzst—ever

818 N0l 85 many “ dove hunt is perting.
Of doves as there " While there is little doubt ﬁ‘zat
*the birds’ numbers have T

were pigeens— |
flocks number in

not the thou- |

still wral ar least
400 million in’

tem.

states, acccrdmg_

are the most pro-
lific, adaprable,
widespread: game bird in 4 _

-mdeswm neck and zowenng over j.

Whyisit: tha mommngdcw:s {tant, Cthey ad.zpted 10 changes in } around their territory, Together they

bated for thireen o 4
founcen days before
harching. Both par- K
ents feed the young §
?:}}i’pumpmg “pigeon §
mitk," a granular fluid
produced in the crop,
directly into the
nestlings’ mouths.
The young leave the |
nest just two weeks | sisis

was

more vulnerable passenger | A bl‘tﬁc’*‘“t_—) pair

would have protected them | courting in lare winter
fe’s melan-
G W00,
than protection. Mouming cwoo, osoo call s heard

read

¢stimates. Ehe‘y the U.$. Fish and Wildlife

- ‘Service. But at the same time,
- dove numbers appear to have
& increased in suburban back-

B yards. The notion that millions of
doves have moved fo town, and
¥ are hanging out at backyard .

: bird feeders is supporied by the " §
"Cornell Laboratory of '
* Ornithology’s annual Great
Backyard Bird Count. *“Three
§  vears in a row, the mourning dove -

deciined in their traditional
farmland habitats, thers fs an

" Interesting trend that appears to
balance out mourning dove

# populations across the ecosys-

“We belicve that dove num-

bers have decreased on farm-
,Iaz"zds due to human deveiop-.

d cleaner agncultum!_ B

the species most offen

reported,” said Cornell Lab’s
 Ailison Wells. “This year 221,934
meurning doves were counted in
1 35000 bac@ards ina smgfe day” :

y for the next bmad
A mouming deve’s diet con-
almost entirely of seeds . . .

in a variety of wild habitats, fom © can be seen p after hatching, while | weed seeds and waste grains. People
deserts to prairies. and from farm- hs feathiers, their parents get : whowanttoatoact mouming doves
' i 1o their backyards need only offer
“ It does not appear that buntiag has any statistically ” . bird seeds, some water, and 2 linle
_ significant effect on dwe populations. : natural cover—and then stand
Davio DoLtos e¢f tHE L S AN O WILDLIEfE SERVICE 4 back sS4
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T W While the state consensus o the seasons for the Jovely creature that
> . performance of the legislature during . 'ha_s--_s_ymboliz_fzd -Peace and love since
 this tedious year must be cautious  Biblical times had been inditferently

. thus far, some: of the. lesser enact. received. It had become clear during
ments of our representatives in the the recent years of’ important en-

.. Capltol deserve applause.  One’ of . largement of the constituency service

- themyis, a new statute pushed through  base of the Department of Natural
with comparative ease after g decade’ Resources that the agents of the hunt.

of hemming and hawing that will at  ing interest had no rea] hope of por-

. long last put the popuiar and appeal- suading it to authorize dove shooting,
N ing mourning dove on the legal list of Nevertheless, the fact that the Jegis-
songbirds and thus insure it against lature has foreclosed. the possibility,

the shot and shell of hunters, however remote, will be applauded
Sen. Reuben LaFave of Oconto, by thousands including many persons

who was the author of the bill. this Identified with outdoors alfairs pres. oy

. Yearandin other years, is entitled to - SUTRBIOUDS. v b oo
- 2 respectlul tip of the hat from all | The classical argument of those
 those lovers of wild creatures wh - Who oppeved the LaFave bill was that
have hoped for 5o long that their state the dove Is a migrant Species, that
Bovernment would take this popular the “crop yielded in Wisconsin sea-
step. The LaFave initiative, It should . sonally :soves on . fall and winter, _
perhaps be - noted, i the more and that some of the other states —
noteworthy ‘because his political ca. ino:. is typically cited - permit
reer otherwise has so often tended to their residents to kill as game the
rellect the  interests, ‘real op sup- little bird with the Plaintive voice that
< posed, of those numerous constituents is reared here. Sy
in Northeastern Wisconsin who are That may be. The answer Is that
o actively concerned with the yield of there is no way that we can civilize
game for the bag and fish for the the legislature at Springfield. We can
: ¢reel, Intervene when the Opportimity offers
i To their credit, representatives of to persuade our own legislature,
the hunting clubs this Year were which is now entitled to the gratitude
: apparently reconciled 1o the inevita- of those uncounted thousands of Wis.
bility of legislative action to protect consin residents who enjoy the living
the dove. The tentative and periodic  beauty of the “dove of pea.2,” as our
Proposals for experimenta] bunting new law describes it.




rather than a zame bird, Wheg
Gieny, 11-'1; 4 lielson '5121" the
maasure, waurning doves will coo
a happier song, -

As a game bird, meurning dovas
eotid ke oa mr&: for huniers. als

:35{315;‘3;3?34? DIDVER litoigh Wisconin nover had o
Jepen spasen on them, Mueurning
Are E‘g- nge.«:a, |

le-'{:c ar? “legal” pame in [
‘\J
k

g)y a”ﬁjﬂe« 15?%1 3 "

Ay a somz bird, mouraleg ave
mil wume unéfer the sqme 5 h-

a friend of the Zenaidora Mac 'qcmh; 1 ehawed, lik >
roura family, eomntondy known aswend seeds aad nsects, The Kiel
:’h, mourning dove nmxh Plowmaker stad mourning doves

+
i

Both Senate and Assembly ap-! hawe ene ad fzolt ~— they are

proved: Serator Lan ai%:_*ﬁ e ]m\z‘ housnkobpees — st sz;v
. classify” state law - listing the | nests topethor 02 n.wcile: fi*wxgﬂ,
mourning - dove 3\3:.:] som hrdl.v th ne' plansing”

; N & )

| \HDIS{}\ {Spaeral)=" Dodisiy han witieh pratects the ofs
Hive cleris m.w verilied reparts sobnain bird, the robis,
Etha: Sen. Alfred Laur ar. (R.'ic:} ,.*mn;: doves.” Laun's  ros
1' .
Hs




FEG

are.  shall take ¢ﬁ€l;t '

§43 “(3) ‘of the star.
- Be unencumbered by,
235 G) () and g

SENT/QuIY
égg/ f ?/gf/iﬁ%
w8 /98 1 4 f/%

- treatment of segti
40,146 and 40.16 ng
€ - state  employe

YCREASE. The treat.
by this act, relating
i take effect Japy

ot . of sections 16,53
statutes by this get
function, " shall take

TN

#

Date pablished:
November 11, 1971

line date for scheol

wesented in  senate

_ therefor, in 1971
1. district operating
submit its  certified
ation, or amount
be district to the
later than Novem-
‘egdrlier ' submittals

e wms mn moeeEn e

329

1 Assembly Bil} 1415 Date pablished:
197 ' November 10, 1971

CHAPTER 127, Laws 0f 1971

AN ACT to permit disabled veterans from the Great Lakes Naval Hospi-
1l to hunt pheasant on one day in November in each year, without a

license.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate
and assembly, do enact as follows: -

Notwithstanding any other law, any disabled veteran whe is a
patient  at the Great Lakes Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, [Hlinois,
may hunt pheasant in this state in Columbia county on any one day in
November in cach year, the day to be specified by the administrator
of the hospital to the department of natural = resources, without
obtaining a resident or nonresident hunting license under chapter 29

of the statutes therefor.

1971 Assembly Bill 227 | Date published:
' ' MNovember 16, 1971

. CHAPTER 128, Laws of 1971 .

AN ACT to amend 17525 (2) of the statutes, relating to prohibiting
junk storage pear county trunk highways.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate
and assembly, do enact as follows:

175.25 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

T 1752542 No “accumulation - or storage . of such - material - shall"
i . beallowed : within 2,000 feet outside -of 'the " corporate limits. of ‘a.
“dity or Vvillage or within 750 feet of the .center line of any county
trunk, state trunk or federal highway or _within 300 feet of the

sion of the town beard,

, except upon a permit issued by permis-

Date pablished:
November 16, 1971

D

AN ACT to amend 1.10 and -29.01 {3) {d) of the statutes, relating to
deleting the mourning dove from the definition of game bird and

making it the Wisconsin state symbotl of peace,

CHAPTER 129, Laws of 1971




CHAPTER 129 o T 330

. -The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented  in sepate
.and assembly, do enact as follows: -

SECTION . 1. L10 of the ‘statutes, as affected by chapter 14,
laws of 1971, is amended to read:

110 (title) STATE = SONG ~ AND STATE SYMBOLS. The Wiscon-
sin state song is "On, Wisconsin®, music written by W. T, Purdy, the
words to which are as follows: “"On, Wisconsin! - On, Wisconsin! Grand
old ‘badger state! We, thy loyal sons and daughters, Hail - thee, good
and  preat. On, ‘Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin! _Champion of the right,
'Forward!,  our motto — God will give thee might!® e _state  sym-

nepsis _ lingaus) s the _symbol _of _peace: the Wisconsin  state
tree is . the. sugar -maple (acer  saccharum}; the  Wisconsin state flower
is -the ~wood - violet &ipia ~papilionacea); -the . Wisconsin state bird s
. the " robin - (turdus ' -migratorius);. the “Wisconsin state  fish  is - the
muskellunge - (Esox  masquinongy masquinongy - Mitchell);, the Wisconsin
state animal - is' the = badger (taxidea taxus) the' Wisconsin wild —}ife

ife - -animal s “i:the " white-tailed -~ deer . {odocoileus virginianusy,
the Wisconsin - state *-mineral. ~is ' the “galena- (lead sulphide) and the
Wisconsin: " state -rock ' is. the red. granme. - The - Wisconsin Blue Book
shall " inclede “the ' information contained  in:this ' section concerning
the  state song, tree, flower, bird, fish, animal, wild —life jidii
animal, mineral and rock,

SECTION 2. 2901 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to

2901 {3) (@) *Game birds® includes the foliowing  aquatic
birds: ‘Wild - geese, . brant, wild  ducks, wild swan, rafls, coots,
gallinules, - jacksnipe, ~ woodcock, plovers “and ' sandpipers: the follow-
ing . upland -~ birds: ruffed  grouse {(partridge), pinnated  grouse
(prairie ~ chicken), sharp-tailed _grouse, —pheasants, Hungarian  par-
tridkgce; Chukar - partridge, —bobwhite, - quail, C
. turkey sapd-the-following colirnb: Re- D S5 ROUE iR

read,

1971 Assembiy Bill 13 Date pablished:
: o November 16, 1971

CHAPTER 130, Laws of 1971

AN ACT to amend 66.067 and 67.04 (1) (w) and to create 59.07 {135),
14430 {10) and {1, 144.435, 144437 and 144445 of the statutes,
relating to authority of counties to engage in solid waste disposal
and granting rule-making authority.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented  in senate
and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 59.07 (135) of the statutes is created to read:

59.07 (I135) SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT. The county board
of any counly may establish and operate a solid waste management
system  of participate in  such system joimtly with other counties,
cities, villa or towns. For this purpose, the county board may
exercise the following powers:

(a) Develop plans for a solid waste management system.

alifornia  quall and - wild

3.

C by Wik
dispose of, d
tion because
municipal,  d
rubbish, wast
logical wastes, ck

(c) Acqu
domain, within
system.,

{d) Auth
duct reasonabi
the suitability
ever permission &

{e) ~Acqu
such “easements
needed - to  ass
that i part of the

(£ Establ
are -deemed 2
dance ~with sa:
practicable, be
tional or pro
ations.

(g} Acqu
of the county
incinerators or
agement system.

() Adopt
the' solid- waste

- tioms. -

(i) Conu
municipalities to 1

. () Engag
tion’ - projects 1
agement - of 1o
and resources incl

. Ak).  Accer
assistance prog
ments.

(L) Appre
acquisition  or
equipment and
agement  system
Hs own wagte
shall be subjec
operation of th
a revolving ca
system,

- {m} Make
posal sites or
of services rendere

{ny Char
surate with Lif
scrvices  of the
mclude a  reasc




R ' STATE OF WISCONSIN LRB-2910/2
- g _ HRT': jw

1971 SENATE BILL 422

April 22, 1971 — Introduced by Semators R, La FAVE, BUSBY, m

SWAN, SCHUELE, KEPPLER, SOIK, KNUI’S{I\}, CIRILLY, BIDWELL,
" DEVITT, and R. C. JOHNSON; cosponsored by Representatives

' HUBER, FROEHLICH, GAULKE and WILGER, by request of Mrs. Harry
Hunt for Defenders of Animals, Inc., Vilas-Oneida Wilderness
Society, Three Lakes Waterfront chrec»mrs, Northwestern
Conservation Council and Audubon Society of Wisconsin. Re— I
ferred to Conmittee on Natural Resources.

e s,

_'AN ACI’ to amar*d 3. 10 ard 29 01 (3) (d) of the statutes, relating . o
| delet.lng the murm.ng ciwe fmn the d&fmtlon of gaxre bs..rd zmd' __ | i
rrakmg it the Wlscxmmn state syrrbol of peace. |

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau -

This bill deletes the mowrning dove from the definition of
game bird and makes it the Wisconsin state symbol of peace. ' P

‘I%ae peopla ef the stat& of w:.sconsm, rapresanteé m senata

A

and. assanbly, do enact as follows

SBC‘I’I(}: 1. 1.10 of the statutes, as affected by daapter 14,
 laws of 1971 is amenﬂed to read: -
1 10 (t.ltle) SIZATE SEK\EG AND STATE SmHJLS The Wisconsin

state song is "On, Wisconsin®, music written by W. T. Purdy, the

werds to which are as follows: ™On, Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin!’

Grand old badger state! We, thy loyal sons and dauwhters, Hail ;
thee, good and great. On, Wiscorsin! On, Wisconsin! Champion of '
the right, 'Forward', our motto — God will give thee might!". The

state symbols are as follows: The mourning dove (zenaidura macroura

corolinensis linnaus) is the symbol of peace; the Wisconsin state




Mlourning Dove
~ Breeding

Population Status, 1997

&3

With funds received from outside onr organi-
zation, WWA recently pofled jts members
regarding their opinion regarding a future dove
hunting season in Wisconsin. Survey resnlts
showed the membership favored by a 5 {fortto 1
(agdinst) an opportunity to hunt doves in =

For our reader’s information, following is the
material provided éarlier this year to the Natoral
Resoprces Board members by Seeretary George

DuWayne Johosra

Meyer upon the request of Representative.

L Abandance
The mourning dove, (Zenida macroura) -
1.one of the most sb ngiane birds in the '
United: States; and s, by, far, the most abun-
dant gami bird! The estimated fall fhight in
the conterminous U.S. is more that 500 mil-
lion doves. For comparison, the estimated
fall flight was 83 miltion ducks in 1996, The
wisconsin ananual fall tlight estimate is in
excess of 12 million doves. Mouming doves
are found throughout Wisconsin, but are
more numerous south-of a line from: Green -
Bay to Eaw'Claire, 0 "0 700 -
Biology and Management

dove reproductive cycle.

Mourning doves lay two eggs per clutch,
and raise between two and five clutches per
year. After 14 days in the nest, nestlings
fledge and ‘are dependent on-the adults for
another 10-14 days. Conifers are preferred
aesting habiat; but mourning doves will
usea wide variety of availabie ‘trees, and are

very successful in shelterbelts, small wood: |

lots, and suburban arexs: The U.S) Bish and
Wildlife Service divides the country into 3
management units (Eastern, Central, and
Western) for population monitoring and
management purposes. Research indicates
that 53% of mourning dove nesting
attempts are successful in the Bastern

- Management Usit (EMU), and an average

or 4.8 fledglings per year are produced by
cach pair of doves. The annual mortality
rate in hunted states in the EMU is 609
for adults, and 75% for immature mourn-
ing doves. The annual mortality fate in
non-hunted states is 50% for adults, and
53% for immature moumning doves.
Mourning dove habitat across the .S,
as well 25 in the Midwest has increased
since presettlement times, starkly contrast-

" ing habitat trends for most other game
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birds. Mourning dove populations have
increased as-well. Robbins (19915 reports

. that as agriculture spread north'in the

- United Srate, mourning dove populations
“followed. I P P

Two different segments of the migratory

mourning dove population use Wisconsin,
One segment is made up of doves that
breed in Wisconsin. In fall, these doves
leave Wisconsin following one of wo
migration routes. One route leads to win-
tering grounds in Texas, Louisiana, and
Mississippi, and the other to Alabama,
Georgia, and Florida. Mourning doves
migrating from Wisconsin are harvested in

have shown that Wisconisin. mourming.

~doves make up 8% of the harvest in.
Florida, 8% in lincis and Louisiana, and
4%-in Alabama. The second segment of the
mourning dove populition that uses
Wisconsin is made up of migrants from
other states and Canada. Some of these
doves winter is Wisconsin, the remainder

pass though o more southerly winterin

'_ ar&as_ L - . P

The United States Fish and Witdlife

Service {USFWS} has conducted annual
nation-wide coc-counts and sight surveys to
moniter mourning dove pepulation trends
on more that 1000 routes each spring for

-.more than 30 years, The population in the
EMU has been stable (no significant
increase or decrease) over the past 31 yoars
(1966-1996). This is true in both hunted
and non-hunted states. Over the past 10
years, there has been a sighificant decline
in the EMU as a whole, and in the hunted
EMU states. but no significant trend in the
unhunted EMUJ states. In Wisconsin, there
has been no significant change in number
of mouming doves heard or seen over the
past 10 years or the past 31 years. The
USFWS has concluded that hunting does
not impact dove population trends.
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: j.--_};.)zf_(){t_ictﬁd-}_l_ﬂd-ﬁ he federal 2

st band recovery stud- | SOt |
gating 2 mourming dove hunt ls

Treaty Act. The current federal seas .
framework atlows for 70 day hunting sea-
sons that may not begin prior to Seprember
L. States are responsible for establishing
their own hunting seasons within the feder-
al framework, and bag limits in 'the midwest
are typically 13 doves per day (Tuble 1).

Mourning doves are presently hunted in
38 states. In'the Midwest, Ulinois, Tndiana,
Chio, and all the states south have mourn-
ing dove hunting seasons. Michigan has

-been considering fegislation in the: fEvious

“couple vears, and Minngsora |

Approsimately 50-535 million mourning
doves are harvested.each vear in'the United
States. Mourning dove hunting 1s very pop-
ular in southern states, and Texas: RO
Mississippt, South Carolina, Alabanva. and
California are the highest harvest Stazes. -+
Estmated Piftman«?{_cbcrtson.;evémi_e_'g

tting from mouming dove hunring

resulfing’ -G
- were $7.6 million'in 1987, USFWS research
indicates that there is'no population level
effect of hunting nation-wide, nor is there
an effect on population in the Fastern
Management Unit (EMU}. Approximately
15% of toral mourning dove morality is
attributable 1o hunting. There was no sig-
nificant trend in mourning dove popula-
tion indices in the EMU over the past 31
- years, _
Regulations Development

No authorizing legislation is required.
The Department would need 1 promulgate
ruies 1o establish 2 mourning dove season
and bag himizs. _

The Department has statutory authority
to establish 2 mourning dove season. A
mourning dove season 15 consistent with
the Department’s mission and tradition of
providing for sustainable use of 4 renewable



arural resource. Yer, a dove seasor

impact the population as a whole,

Ftoposal would be very controver-: Table 1. Season dates and ﬂaﬂybag and :pbss_ﬁéidn limits N
sial. An effort o establish' a mourn- for dove hunting in Midwestern states {1996) Opp ol:tu-n\%t_y - o
ing dove season in Wisconsin'is T ———— Batte : Viewpoint: Wisconsin SPOItspessons
likely to be generally supported by State Seascn Dites B& ¥ f?SS?SSiOH do not need another species 1o hunt:
% . a - :
hunters, but organized vocal pro- e fason Dates g TRl “Counier view: A_éGVf season is a.
motion has not yet occurred. Hinois Sept. 1 - Oct. 14 15 30 want” rather than a need” Jt is.
iIm . Nov. 2 - 17 consistent with ‘Wxsicensm sf policy of
Fiscal Impac . ; : : providing sustainable use of repew-
The department expects 2 small Indiana Sept.l - Oct 16 15 30 able natural resources, Mourning
fiscal impact. Revenues may Nov. 8 - De;:.l. _ dove hunting would provide more
increase frc:m_ an increase in license Nebraska Sept. 1 - Oct. 30 15 30 opportunity for huming‘in southern
sales and Pitmyan-Robertson tax rev- - ) ' Wisconsin, where there is the great-
enues with increased ammunition Ohio Sept 16 - Oct. 15 15 30 est-demand. -
purchases if mouming dove hunt- | Nov.1-30 - i
ingis permitted. Habiat manage- Trespass

ment costs would be low due 1o

current widespread availability of habitat,
The U.S. Fish'and Wildlife Service currentiy
conducts population monitoring coo-counts
each spring, Any necessary expanded state
monitoring would not significantly increase -
COSIS. e :

. Wisconsin History.: .

.t There have been several attemprsfo
* - establishia mourning dove hunting season .

in wiscongsin.In 1972 there wasan &ffort to
establish an experimental season in south-
eastern Wisconsin, Wisconsin huntets over-
whelmingly supported a mourping dove
season i Wisconsin when surveyed by the
Wisconsin Sportsman magazine in 1986, The
most recent atterpt to establish a season
wis in 1989 when the Natural Resources
Board denied the'petition 1o establish a sea-
son on.mourning doves. - AR
. Public Issues:

Based upon the experience of other

states. aswell as prior experience in

Wisconsin, we canexpect io hear' public

~discussien on these issuey’
Status B

Viewpoint: The mourning dove is consid-
ered a song bird by many. people and:
mappropriate for hunting, The mourn-
ing-dove has alsa been called the
“intermational bird of peace” by sgveral
anti-huaiing canipaigns, State stanites
designate the mourning dove as the _
Wisconsin “bird of peace”.
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Fig. I Mourning dove management units with 1996

bunting and nonbunting states,

Use | e
" Viewpoint: Thesize o the’bird and the
" amount of meat are too small o justify

Connter view:Use does not diminish any
status assigned a species. For example,
the white-tailed deer is the state wildlife
animal and its status as such is unaffect-
ed by hunting,

Safety. -

Viewpoint: The mourning dove is com-

- monly seen as:a'backyard bird-and

- some people believe hunting may bring
o osafery concerns, o T
‘Counter view: Hunting is not allowed in

- residential areas, and hunting near any

- ‘building is prohibited unless allowed

by the landowner.
Misidentification :

Viewpoint: Mistaken identity and inci- -
dental kil of other species such as
kestrels and killdeer is a potential prob-

- lefn. S :

Counter view: The responsibili ty for iden-
tfication: fies with the hunter.,
Mistakes, if they occur, remain unlaw-

 ful and subject to citation; .

hunting mourning doves,
Counter view: The amount of available
-meat is similar to that of woodcock and
quaif, atd is considered delicious.
Similarly, many highly vahied spectes
{Lie. brovk wout and panfish) have smalf
‘amounts of meat per animal taken. .

Nesting

Viewpeint: September hunting will nega-
EASTERN tively impact productivi-
ty by the harvest of one
or both of an actively
nestinig pair.
o Counterview: Only
ma 1% of all nesting i
initiated in
September. Nesting
has slowed consider-
ably by September 1
and only 10% of all fledg-
lings fledge in September,
Several U.5. Fish and Wildlife
. Service studies have concluded
r\ that September hunting has no
1 detectable impact on the rate
of recruitment of fledglings to
the population, nor does is

Viewpoint: Hunting mourning doves
will encourage increased trespassing. -
Counter view: Trespassing is already ille-
gal. Recent legislation will help address
this concern,

Powerlines = S
Viewpoint: Hunters will shoot.doves off
-ofutility wires, causing power outages.
Counter view: Shooting anything on'a’
“power wire is illegal and unethical,”

* There is no documentation of power

outages as a result of mouming dove

honting activiy. -~ 0 7

Season Support and Participation

Wisconsin hunters have supported. pre-
viaus attempts to institute 3 mourning
dove season in the state. However, the
organized promotion of dove hunsing by
the mujor conservation organizations has
not yet occurred, The number of hunters in

other Midwestern states ranges from 22,000

in indiana to 78,000 in [Hinois. Past experi- -

ence both'in Wisconsin and in other states
his shown that ‘proposing a mourting dove
hunting season wiil likely be a very emo- -
tiohal issue.

Conclusion

Mourning dove hunting is biologically
feasible- with no adverse population level
effects. Doves are an abundant, highly pro*
lific species thar is widely hunted i the
United States. -The Wisconsin mourning
dove harvest would Tikely be an insignifi- -
cant addition to the overall Midwest har-
vest. Mourning doves banded as nestlings
in Wisconsin are currently harvested in
many states as they migrate south. All evi-
dence indicates that hunting has a negligi-
bie effect on population trends. Mourning
dove populations are stable in the eastern
United States, including states where they
are hunted.

Recommendation

If the Natural Resources Board wishes
additional study on this issue, the depart-
ment recommends anthorization to enter
mto discussions with Wisconsin’s conserva-
tion organizations and clubs to learn more
about their level of interest in this issus, If
sufficient support exists, a question could
be developed for the 1998 spring hearings.
Please contact Steve Miller to indicaze your
preference for any further department action.
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