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WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
STAFF MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR GARY R. GEORGE, CHAIR, SENATE COMMITTEE ON J UDICIARY,
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

i, Sen B
FROM: Robert J. Conlin, Senior Staff Attorney %
RE: Comparison Table of Various Campaign Finance Reform Proposals

DATE:  April 17,2001

The attached table, prepared at your request, provides a brief side-by-side comparison of the
following: (a) current law with respect to campaign finance; (b) 2001 Senate Bill 62; (c) 2001 Senate
Bill 104; and (d) 2001 Senate Bill 137. All of the above bills relate to campaign finance reform.

Senate Bill 62 was introduced by Representative Burke and others; cosponsored by
Representative Musser and others. Senate Bill 104 was introduced by Senator Ellis and others. Senate
Bill 137 was introduced by Senator Risser and cosponsored by Representative Pocan and others. All
three bills have been referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary, Consumer Affairs and Campaign
Finance Reform.

The attached table provides a summary of what might be considered the major provisions of the
bills. It should not in any way be considered an exhaustive summary of those bills. The table is
intended merely as a way to quickly compare some of the provisions of each proposal. However, it
should be noted that even though all of the proposals rely on increased availability of public financing,
they take very different approaches to effectuating campaign finance reform. Such differences make a -
true comparison of the various provisions difficult, and sometimes misleading. Both the Legislative
Reference Bureau analyses and the text of the bills themselves should be consulted in order to obtain a
more complete picture of the nature and scope of the proposals.

Should you have any questions about the contents of the table, please feel free to contact me at
the Legislative Council Staff offices.

RIC:wu;rv

Attachment

One East Main Street, Suite 401 « P.O. Box 2536 * Madison, WI 53701-2536
(608) 266-1304 « Fax: (608) 266-3830 « Email: leg.council @legis state. wi.us
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lc
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