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SJR 21

As the lead author of Senate Joint Resolution 21, I feel very strongly that the Federal
Government has made a mistake. This resolution asks the Congress to reconsider
their requirement that we create a database of our citizens social security
numbers and provide that database to the federal government for purposes of
child support enforcement, delinquent taxes, and whatever else Congress decides
to use the data base for in the future.

Wisconsin ranks third in the nation in collection of delinquent child support. We
should not be punished for the other 47 states that seem unable to do their job in
collecting child support.

Should we do more to collect delinquent child support, YES! Does this have to be at the
expense of our citizen’s privacy, NO?

We are a state government full of bright minds, I am sure we can come up with an
alternative plan that does not subject our citizens personal privacy to the whims
of the federal government.

This resolution asks Congress to give us that chance.

A database accessed by the federal government that contains the social security numbers
of a great deal of our constituents has many grave potential implications. Even the FBI
does not work with social security numbers, they use date of birth to identify individuals.
I am sure that law enforcement access to this database is a reality in the near future. I
have worry about the federal government as seeing this as a way to raise funds - the
going rate for an information about an individual is very high. There is nothing
prohibiting the feds from selling this data - we have no control over its potential
uses. I am not comfortable with just handing over my constituent’s private
information without a fight.

Why a resolution and not a bill? That is the $380 million dollar question. If we
refuse to comply we lose nearly $380 million per year in TANF money. We cannot
afford to jeopardize the health and welfare of our citizens with an all out refusal.
Programs paid for by TANF include W2, child care programs, Kinship Care, and
Head Start. We cannot afford to lose the funding for these programs.



