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CHAPTER 17
RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, AND REMOVALS FROM OFFICE

17.001 Definition. 17.15 Removals; other 6iters.
17.01  Resignationso whom made; when fefctive. 17.16  Removals; definition; procedure; disqualification.
17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. 17.17  Notice of vacancies.
17.02  Notice of resignations. 17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in congress; how filled.
17.025 Temporary vacancies. 17.19  Vacancies, elective statefioes; how filled.
17.03  Vacancies, how caused. 17.20  Vacancies in appointive stateioés; how filled; terms.
17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. 17.21  Vacancies in elective countyfioks; how filled; term.
17.05  Governor may declare vacancies. 17.22  Vacancies in appointive countyfioEs; how filled.
17.06 Removal of state @iters; impeachment; address. 17.23  Vacancies in city dices; how filled.
17.07  Removals; legislative and appointive statiécefs. 17.24  Vacancies in village fites.
17.08  Suspension of receiver of moneys. 17.245 New city, village or town dice, filling.
17.09  Removal of elective county faders. 17.25  Vacancies in town fites; how filled.
17.10  Removal of appointive county fiders. 17.26  Vacancies in school boards; how filled.
17.11  Suspension of district attorney or sherif 17.27  Vacancies in other fifes; how filled.
17.12  Removal and suspension of cityioérs. 17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions.
17.13 Removalof village, town, town sanitary district, school district, technicall7.28  When oficers may hold dfce.

collegeand family care district iters. 17.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.

17.14  Removal; assessors; boards of review; county boards; procedure.  17.29  Effect of chapter

17.001 Definition. In this chapterunless qualified, “cause” shalltake efect, in the casef an oficer who is not a school district
meansinefficiency, neglect of dutyofficial misconduct, or mal officer and whose term of fi€e continues by law until a successor
feasancen office. is chosen and qualifies, upon the qualification of the successor;
History: 2001 a. 103.21. andin the case of otherfiders including school district fi€ers,
) ) ) at the time indicated in the written resignation, or if no tise
17.01 Resignations to whom made; when effective.  thereinindicated, then upon delivery of the written resignation.
Resignation®f public oficers shall be made as follows: If the governor or thetate superintendent of public instruction
(1) By the governarlieutenant governor cany oficer ap  makesa provisional appointment underls.20 (2)and the ap
pointedby the legislature, to the legislature, if in session; ethesointeefiles the required oath offafe, the appointee qualifies for
wise by the governor or lieutenant governtw the secretary of office, unless the appointment is withdrawn or rejected. Delivery
state,and by an dicer appointed by the legislature, to the geverof a resignation shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with the
nor. officer to whom it is required to be addressed and delivered at his
(2) By the secretary of state, treasysgtorney generatate or her public dice or usual place of business, or if required to be
superintendentyy a district attorney and kafl officers appointed addressednd delivered ta body by leaving a copy with the fol
by the governor alone or by the governor by and with the advieaving officer at his or her public ife or usual place of business:
and consent of the senate, to the governor (a) If required to be addressed and delivered tdetislature,
(3) By senators and members of the assepibithe presiding with the presiding dicer of each house, df required to be ad
officers of their respective houses, who shall immediately trangressedand delivered to but one house, to the presidifigenfof
mit the same to the goverpand to the governor during the recesgat house.

of the legislature. (b) If required to be addressed and delivered to the county
(4) By the justices of the supreme court, court of appea®ard,city council or to the village, town or school board, to the

judgesand circuit judges, to the governor clerk thereof, except the resignation of the countty, village,

(5) By a sherif, to thecounty clerk, who shall immediately town or school district clerk which shall be delivered to the ehair
transmitnotice thereof to the governor personof the county board, mayorillage president, townhair

(6) By a clerk of the circuit court, to the circuit judge. person,or president, as the case may be.

(7) By a county supervisprcounty clerk, county treasurer  (c) If required to be addressed and delivered to any other body
coroner,register of deeds or county surveytorthe sherff who  to the secretargr clerk thereof, if anyand if none, to any member
shallimmediatelytransmit a notice thereof, in case of a coronaf such body
or register of deeds, to the governor; and in case of a county supetistory: 1977 c. 187418 427, 447,449, 1983 a. 193.303 (2) 1985 a. 135.
visor, county clerkcounty treasurer or surveyado the chairper 23 él); 1985 a. 2181989a. 31 1989 a. 56.258 1989 a. 3591993 a. 1841997 a.
sonof th.e COl‘!nty bof"“d; and after such notices the $ieafl file Conditionalresignations are permissible under this section. In sub. (13), “time”
suchresignations with the county clerk. refersto the “point when something occurs.” OrtirSchuett157 Ws. 2d 415459

(8) By the mayor or alderperson or council memdes city ~N-W-2d596(Ct. App. 1990).
howeverorganized, to the council; by other electivéagrs there

of, to the mayor; and by other cityfiokrs, to theofficer or body 17-015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations.  Ifamu
havingpower to appoint in their stead. nicipal judge is elected under®5.01 (4) the judge shall submit

resignationgo each applicable fiéer or board under 47.01

(9) By a town oficer, to the town board. History: 1985 a. 89

(10) By officers of a village, however ganized, to the village

board. 17.02 Notice of resignations. Notice of resignations, in
(11) By a school district dicer, to the district board. additionto those provided for in 47.01, shall be given forthwith
(12) By all other oficers, to the dfcer or body having power asfollows:

to appoint in their stead. (1) SENATORSAND MEMBERSOF CONGRESS. Of the resignation

(13) Resignationshall be made in writing, shall be addressedf a United States senator or member of congress from this state,
anddelivered to the diter or body prescribed in this section andy the senator or member of congress to the secretary of state.
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(3) MunicipAL JubcEs. Of the resignation of municipal judgesthefinding of disability or inability to act, and restore the incum
in any city or village, however ganized, or in any town, ktthe bentto office.

c!ty, yillage or town clerk, as the case may be, to the clerk of the(f) Removal of disability. After a board rehearing and a finding
circuit court for the county of a removal of the disability and, therefoes ability to act, a
History: 1977 c. 3051991 a. 316 written certificate of such finding shall be signed andhorized
. by the boardnembers and shall be filed in théicd of the secre
17.025 Temporary vacancies. (1) ExisTENCE. Whenever tary of state not later than the next succeeding legal workddy
the duly qualified incumbent of anfie enumerated in sutd)  \whenso filed shall rescind the previously filed certificate of-tem

is found to be unable to perforall of the functions of the i€e  poraryincapacity At such time the regularly elected incumbent
by incapacitation caused by illness or injury of any natutere.  shall resume the fite.

poraryvacancy exists. - _ (4) AFFECTED OFFICES AND HOW FILLED DURING DISABILITY.

(2) How conveNeD. (a) Voluntary petition. Whenever the in - \Whenevetthe board has made a finding that a temporary vacancy
cumbentof an ofice enumerated in suf4), or the incumbens’  existsin the following ofices, such dice shall be filled for the pe
duly appointed guardian, filesveritten petition for a hearing to riod of such temporary vacancy or the balance of the unexpired
determinethe incumbeng incapacitation with any member of theerm, whichever is the shorter period, as follows:
board requesting a hearing, the disabtioardshall be convened 3y Governor. When the temporary vacancy exists in thieef
within 5 days from the date of filing said petition. of governoy the duties of the governor shalitomatically be as

(b) Involuntary petition. Whenever a written petition duly sumedby the lieutenant governor as requiredabijcle \, section
signedby any 4 members of the disabilltpard is filed with the 7, of the constitution
board requesting a hearing to determineibapacitation of the () | jeutenant governor. When theemporary vacancy exists
incumbent of an dite enumerated in supd), the board shall be i, the ofice of lieutenant governor during the continuance of-a va
convenedwithin 5 days from the date of filing said petition. Thgancy in the dice of governarthe duties of the fige of governor
petition shall be signed by at least one member of etife polit  shalibe assumed by the secretary of state as requiraditie \/
ical parties represented on the board. section8, of the constitution

(3) HEARING. (a) V\Ihen held. Wheneve_r the dlsab|l|ty board (C) %Craary of state; state treasurer. Whenthe temporary va
hasbeen convened it shall conduct a hearing to determine Whemcyexists in the dice of secretary of state or in thefioé of
atemporary vacancy exists. statetreasurerthe duties of the &€e shall be assumedgspee

(b) Proceedings. In the conduct of the hearing any member dively, by the first emeyency interimsuccessor designated under
the board shall have the right to administer oaths, to sunandn s.166.08 (4)or, if no such designation has been made for the re
compelattendance of witnessesd to sign and issue a subpoenapectiveoffice, then by a deputy appointed by the governor
The board shall keep a record of its proceedings and a phono (d) Attorney general; state superintendent. When thetempo
graphictranscript shall be taken, made a pdithe files and tran  rary vacancy exists in thefafe of attorney general or in thefiok
scribedonly by order of the board. The files and records of the state superintendent of public instruction, the duties of the of
boardin proceedings undehis section shall be kept in lockedfice shall be assumed, respectiyély the deputy undes. 15.04

files and shall not be open to inspection except upon specific pex) or, if such ofice is vacant, by a deputy appointed by the gover
missionof the board. In angction or special proceeding in a courhor.

of record, such files and records shall be neadglable by special  History: 1971 c. 405.93; 1975 c. 3321977 c. 1965.131; 1977 c. 4491979 c.
orderof such court. 361s.113 1983 a. 1921991 a. 3161995 a. 27%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27

(c) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of 6 membef&Eindings . .
shallbe efective only by a secretfaimative voteof 6 members 1.2'0(‘;3 Va(t:)?nm?s, how cautse?]. .Except as otherwise pro
of the disability board Said findings shall be final without right V'?4€¢:@ PUPIIC Olice 1S vacant when:
of appeal, except that after a finding of disability or inability to act, (1) The incumbent dies.
the affected incumbent may appeal such finding pursuant to ch.(2) The incumbent resigns.
227. The appeal shélle limited to the board record. The finding (3) The incumbent is removed.
der(rg)ygf Sdl{Ch a?ffal. hearing by the disability board and a-ind (a) This state; or

indings. After a hearing by the disability board and a{in . celati ety ; .

ing of disability or inability to act halseen filed, a written certi o (b) If the ofice is legislative, the district from which elected;
cateof temporaryincapacity signed and authorized by the boar . I . .
membersh%ll beylfiledpi)n thg tﬁi?e of the secretary of stgte nat (bm) If the ofice is a district attorneythe prosecutorial unit
erthan the next succeeding legal workday and velusiiled shall oM which elected; or . o
createa temporary vacancy in suclieafted elected fite. In the (c) Iftheoffice is local and elective, the countyty, village,
eventof a finding of no disability byailure to secure 6 fifmative town, district or area from which elected, except as provided in ss.
votesin supportof the petition, the board shall dismiss the-petf0-30(6), 119.08 (1) (cjand120.05 (1) (d)or
tion. (d) If the ofice is local and appointivend residency is a local

(e) Rehearing. The disability boarahall conduct rehearings 'equirementthe countycity, village, town, district or areaithin
in accordance witipars.(b) and(c). A rehearing before the dis Which the duties of the &ite are required to be disclgad.
ability board to reconsider an existing finding of tempoiacg (4m) In the case of a school districtfiog, the incumbent is
pacitationshall be heldvhen petitioned as provided in sig), absentrom the district for a period exceeding 60 days.
but no such rehearing shall be heldess 3 months have elapsed (5) Whetheror not sentenced to imprisonment, the incumbent
from the date othe conclusion of the original hearing or the mos$ convicted and sentenced by a state or federal court for treason,
recentrehearing. When the existing finding of disabilityirmabil-  felony or other crime of whatsoever nature punishableripyris-
ity to act was made pursuant to a voluntary petition unde{Zub.onmentin any jail or prison for one year or morefarany ofense
(a) and more than 3 months have elapsed sincefswtihg, such involving a violation of the incumbemstoficial oath. A vacancy
affectedincumbent mayile a declaration of fitness. Upon the fil so created is notfaicted by a stay of execution jofilgment. Re
ing of such declaration the board may reconveneadhof any versalof the judgmentbut not a pardon, immediately restores the
memberand conduct a rehearing to determine such incun®eriticumbentto ofice if the term has not expired and entitles the in
ability to serve. Failure to reconvene the board within 15 dagsmbentto the emoluments of thefife for the time the incum
from the date of filing of suckeclaration shall result in voiding bent would have served in thefioé but for the judgment.
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(6) A competentribunal voids the election or appointment; oalsobe removed from &éte by address of both houses of the legis
adjudgeghe incumbento be incapable of understanding the olatureas provided irarticle VII, section 13, of the constitution
jective of the elective process; or places the incumbent under(2) In this section‘address’means a procedure for removal
guardianshiper under limited guardianship unless the court findsf a judge from dfce based on a document entitled “Address”
thatthe incumbent is competent to exercise the right to vote. which specifies chajes againsa judge alleging misconduct or

(7) A person elected or appointed or reelected or reappointbdtthe judge is not physically or mentally qualifiedeercise
to any ofice neglects or refuses to take and file tificiafl oath  thejudicial functions of the judge’ofice. A copy of the address
or to execute or renew thefiafal bond if required, or to file the containingthe chages against the judge shall be served upen
oath or bond as prescribed by law judge. The judge shall haviee opportunity of being heard to pres

(8) Theincumbent neglects or refuses to execute and file 8At @ defense against the gea. The judge may be removed from
additionalbond, when lawfully required, as prescribed by. law Office by address of both houses of the legislature if two-thirds of

(9) A person elected or appointed to fill a vacancy or for a fi I membe_rs (_elected to each house concur therein.
term declines the fi€e in writing or dies before qualifying or de  (3) A district attorney may be removed by the goverfar
clinesin writing or dies befor¢he time when, by laythe person Cause.
shouldenter upon the duties of thefioé to which elected or ap ~ History: 1971 c. 1421983 a. 1921989 a. 311991 a. 316
pointed.

(10) If the ofice is elective, the incumbestterm expires, ex
ceptfor the ofice of sherif, coroner register of deeds or district
attorney.

(11) If the ofice is a school board seat, the first annual scho%
meetingof a school districtails to elect school board members for
the district.

17.07 Removals; legislative and appointive state offi -
cers. Removals from dite of legislative and appointive state of
ficersmay be made as follows:

(1) Officerselected by either house of the legislature, by the
usethat elected them, at pleasure.

(2) Stateofficers appointed by the legislature, by that hady

(12) Theoffices are established upon the creation by theleg%?aczlfjrsee?r by the governor during the recess of the legislature,

latureof a new county and a new t(_)wn_. . (3) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
(13) Any other event occurs which is declared by any speciglontof the governor for a fixed term by and with the advice and
prowspnof law to create a vacancy consentof the senate, or serving in ariicé that is filled by ap
a1p 3 ohy & BT 1080  aagat . (V1979 02491983 2. 4871985 8. 304 hointmentof any other dicer or body for a fixed term subject to
Cross-reference: See s59.20 (1)for county supervisor residency requirementthe concurrence of the governby the governor at any time, for
Cross-reference: See s196.675for vacancies in dite if district attorneycity ~— cause.

attorney,assistant city attornegr judicial oficer is employed by a common carrier . . . .
City gﬁicers are st%ject to 2?117.03 vacancy provisri)on):allnnzyv. Wauwatos#@c (3m) NOt\NIthStandlngSUb'(3)’ the parole commission chair
lice & Fire Commissionersl51 Ws. 2d 306444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989). personmay be removed by the goverpat pleasure.
Thefelony conviction and sentencing of a state senator creates a vacancy in th%4) Stateofficers serving in an dice that is filled by appoint
office without any action by the senate. 65 AtBen. 264. - .
No vacancy oc{:urs undeyr sub. (4) when a s?fel‘sisesidence remains the samement of the governor with the advice and gonsent of .the senate to
butthe district boundaries have chang@8. Atty. Gen. 10 serveat the pleasure of the goverpor serving in an dice that
is filled by appointment of any otherfifer or bodyfor an indefi
17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. (1) If an elected or ap hite term subject to the concurrencettoé governarby the gover
pointedofficial or employee of any cityillage, town or school norat any time.
district however oganized shall enter the armed forcesthaf (5) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
United States and shall remove himself or herself temporarityentof the governor alone for a fixed or indefinite term ogup
from the municipality or districtor which that person is anfifer  ply a vacancy in any fie, elective omppointive, except justices
or employee such temporary removal shall constitute a temporafithe supreme court and judges and the adjganéral, by the
vacancyin such ofice or position. governorat pleasure; the adjutant general, by the goveatany
(3) Temporaryvacancies shall be filled as other vacancies afiéhe, for cause or for withdrawal of federal recognition of his or
filled, except that no election need be held to fill any gattera  hercommission unde32 USC 323and all oficers appointed by
porary vacancy The term of the person appointed temporarilthe governor during the recess the legislature whose appoint
shallnot extend beyond the expiration of the term of tfieesfor Mentsare required to be later confirmed by the senate bkall
employeewho entered federal service. In the event the origindgemedo be appointed by the governor alone untitsofirmed.
officer or employee completes the federal service and returns tq6) Otherstate diicersserving in an dice that is filled by ap
thedistrict or municipality during his or her original term dficé, pointmentof any oficer or body without the concurrence of the
the officer or employee may file with the clerk of the district ogovernor by the oficer or body having the authority to make ap
municipality, within 40 days of completing the federal service, pointmentsto that ofice, at pleasure, except thaffioérs ap
statemenunder oath that the federal serviwas terminated and pointedaccording tanerit and fitness under and subject to230
thatthe oficer or employee elects to resume thiicefor position.  or officers whose removal is governed by 280 may beremoved
Uponthe filing of the statement the termth& temporary dicer  only in conformity with that chapter
or employee shall cease, and the returnirfigef or employee  History: 1971 c. 21; 1977 c. 1965.131; 1979 c. 2211987 a. 631989 a. 121
shallbe entitled to resume the duties of thiécef 1991 a. 321995 a. 27
A secretaryappointed by the governor could be removed only by the goyernor

History: 1991 a. 3161993 a. 246 eventhough the general appointment statute had been amended to provide that the
secretanshouldbe appointed by a board to serve at its pleasure. MoBesnd of

17.05 Governor may declare vacancies. The governor VeteransAffairs,80 Wis. 2d 41, 259 N.w2d 102(1977). ‘
may declare vacant thefafe of anystate ficer required by law 1 Counelimenbers had sty 9 emote piecuhe diectorof e counel.
to execute arofficial bond whenever a judgment is obtainegg7s).
againstsuch oficer for a breach of the conditions of such bond.

17.08 Suspension of receiver of moneys. (1) Thegow
17.06 Removal of state officers; impeachment; ad- ernormay summarily suspend fronfiog any appointive state-of
dress. (1) Any civil officer of this state may be removédm ficer who collects, receives or handles public moneys, if it appears
office by impeachment for corrupt conduct ificé, or for crimes to thegovernor by reason of action, proceedings,gdeor cred
andmisdemeanors as providedariicle VII, section 1, of the cen ible information that the éiter has in any particular willfully re
stitution; and any supreme court justice or ciraatrt judge may glected the dicer’s duty inconnectiorwith public moneys. The
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suspension shall continue until the final determination of the ac 1. Disposition stdfand intake workers appointed to provide
tion or proceedings or of the investigation of the gkaror infor  servicesunder chs48 and938

mation,or pending any proceedings to remove tfieaf from of- 2. Any person appointed to administer services under s.
fice asprovided by law for neglect of dytgnd a competent person46.22 46.23 51.420r 51.437

shall be appointed, in the manner and by the appointing power pre(7) GeneraL excepTion. Countyofficers appointed accord
scribedfor filling vacancies in the &cted ofice, to dischage the ing to merit and fitness under and subject to a civil servicedaw

dutiesof the oficer during the dfcer’s suspension. If itis deter \hoseremoval is governed by such a Jahall be removed only
minedin the action or proceedings or is found upon investigatigRtherein provided.

thatthe oficer has not in any particular willfully neglected the of  istory: 1977 . 3541983 a. 1921985 a. 201995 a. 77
ficer’s duty in connection witipublic moneys, and that fact is€er in a county that does not have a county executive or administhtqrersonnel
tified to the secretary of state by the judge, governor or otfier ofommitteeof the county board does not possess the statutory authority to remove the
cerwho conducted the action, proceedings or investigatin, Soun'fsesia,Enices dreciorihe coutly board may not nder 5 28,025, 1993
suspendedfficer, unless the diter has been removed fronfioé
for any cause provided by lashall thereby beestored to dice, 17.11 Suspension of district attorney or sheriff. 2) If
if the term for which the &iter was elected axppointed has not any district attorney or shefif arrested for or chged with any
expired,and shall thereby become entitled to the emolumentsaffenseagainst the lawsf this state, or if the governor is credibly
the office for all of the time the éiter would have served thereininformedthat any district attorney or shédrié guilty of anyof-
hadthe oficer not been suspended as herein provided. fenseagainst the laws of this state, or that proceedingsearding

(2) This section in no manner impairs or restricts the power Beforeany court or dfcer involving any criminal chge against
the governor or other €iter or body to remove any fider from ~ anydistrict attorney or shefjfor that any district attorney or sher
office as provided by law iff willfully neglects or refuse® perform that district attornes/’

History: 1991 a. 316 or sherif’s duties, the governor shall in the case of a felony and
mayin thecase of a misdemeanor suspend the district attorney or

17.09 Removal of elective county officers. Elective sherifffrom ofice until the chage shall be investigated and finally
countyofficers may be removed fromfiafe as follows: determined.Thegovernor shall, in the case of the district attorney

(1) COUNTY CLERK; TREASURER;SURVEYOR; SUPERVISOR. The ~ @ppoint the attorney generalameof the attorney generalassist
countyclerk, countytreasurer or surveyaor a county supervisor antsor some competent attorney of the state, and the governor
supervisors entitled to seats on such board. chargethe duties of the &fcted ofice during the suspension.

(2) CLERK OFCIRCUIT COURT. The clerk of the circuit court, by (2) (@) The state shall pay an attorney temporarily appointed
the judge or a majority of judges the circuit court for the clerk’” Undersub.(1) for his or her services and expensean amount

county, for cause. determinedand fixed by the governor
(5) OTHERELECTIVE COUNTY OFFICERS. The sherff coroner or . (b) The county in which a persas temporarily appointed
registerof deeds, by the governdor cause. sheriffunder sub(1) shall pay the appointed shéfir his orher
History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 321989 a. 31 servicesin an amount determined and fixed by the governor and
Removalis governedby s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by @@rtified by the governor to the county clerk of the county
board. An ordinance making a violatiopso facto cause for removaimpermissibly (3) Any attorney so temporarily appointed shall have all the

circumventsthat procedure. 66 Attsen. 148. powerand dischage all the duties of the district attorney ahalt

attorneyshall speedily bring ta hearing and determination any
chargesnade against thdistrict attorney so suspended. Any-per
sonso temporarily appointed as sheshall have all thegpower

17.10 Removal of appointive county officers. (1) Ap-
POINTED BY GOVERNOR. County oficers appointed by the gover
nor may be removed by the governor for cause.

. anddischage all the duties of shefif
(2) APPOINTEDBY COUNTY BOARD. County oficers appointed 2 Ifitis d ined in th . dindsfound
by the county board may be removed by the county board for(4), !f itis determined in the action or proceedingsfoun
cause. All removals may be made by arfiahative vote of two— UPONthe investigation that a district attorney or slietispended
thirds of the supervisors entitled to seats on the county board.UNderthis section is not guilty of anfehse, or has not willfully
(3) APPOINTEDBY CHAIRPERSONOF COUNTY BOARD. Count neglectecbr refused to perform his or her duties, asgbdythat
officers appointed by the chairperson of the county‘boar d n¥ay act shall be certified by the governor to the department of admin

: rationif a district attorney isnvolved or to the county clerk of
removedby the chairperson for cause, excepmbers of the e sherif's county if a sheffifis involved. Upon the certification,

county civil service commission who may be removed by thge gistrict attorney or shefihall be:

countyboard for cause under syB). A county commissionef . ) .
electionsso removed may appeal to the county board within S}g OEPJ'ﬂgS éostahr(\e/ :drﬂglltjt?;?&tes ﬁ;éhgéogrf%rhg‘%gtmbigﬁ gLS
daysafter removal; the county board shall conduct a hearing in

: ; : : dedunder this section; and
mannerdetermined by it and shall determine stion of re n S .
moval. y e (b) Restored to dite if the term for which he or she was
electedor appointed has not expired.

(4) APPOINTEDBY THE CIRCUIT JUDGE. County oficers ap Thi S taf: - fl |
pointedby a judge or judges of the circuit court may be removed (3) This section in no mannerfatts provisions of lawelat
at pleasure by the judge or a majority of the judges authotized"d t0 the removal from dite of the district attorney or sherif
appointthe oficers’ successors. History: 1989 a. 311991 a. 316

(5) APPOINTEDBY THE COUNTY JUDGE. County oficers ap  17.12 Removal and suspension of city officers.
pointedby the county judge may be removed at pleasure by #1§ GeNERAL AND SPECIAL CHARTER. Officers of cities, except
circuit judge or a majority of the circuit judges authorizedpo public officials, asdefined in s62.51 (1) (b) operating under the

point the oficers’ successors. generallaw or under special charter including schodicefs,
(6) OTHERS. (a) Except as provided under p@), all other maybe removed as follows:
appointivecounty oficers may be removed at pleasure bydffie (a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in$.10,

ceror body that appointed them. Removals by a botiyer than or by the common council, for cause.

the county board, consisting of 3 or more members may be madegc) Appointive. Appointive oficers, by whomsoever ap

by an afirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members thereofpointed, by the common council, for cause, exceficefs ap
(b) The following appointiveounty oficers may be removed pointedby the council who may be removed by that hadlylea

for cause only: sure. Officers appointed by any otherfickr or body without
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confirmationor concurrence bthe council, by the &i€er or body removableas otherwise provided, may be removed by the circuit
that appointed them, at pleasure. The council may conduct-a heaurtfor the county of the assessor or memhberfollows:

ing thereon bya committee which committee shall proceed in (1) Assessors.Any assessor for one or more of the following
suchmanner as malge determined by it and make full report tg:gses:

the council, which shall determine the questigron such appeal. oy \wyify) or intentional assessment of property at other than

(d) Votesrequired. Removals byhe common council may be jts trye cash value with thietent to subject such property to more
madeonly by an dirmative vote of three—fourths of all the mem g |ess than its lawful share of taxes.

bersthereof,and by any other body consisting of 3 or more mem . . .
bers, by an afirme)lltiveyvote of tw)c/>—thirds o? all the members (b) Willful or intentional omission of taxablgraperty from the

thereof assessmembll with intentto permit the same to escape taxation.

(2) Commission Form. Officers of citiesoperating under the (c) WlIful or intentional assessment of the property of one per
commission form of government may be removed as follows; SO7 &t & lower value than the property of anchethers whereby
. ) . ) favoritism or discrimination between taxpayers in the district is
(a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in$.10.

A e ) shown.
(c) Appointive. Appointive oficers, by whomsoever ap

inted by th i | b onibte: and df (d) Solicitation or receipt of any fayaeward, money aother
pointed,by the council, at pleasure, by a majoutte; and di-  inq'of yalue of orfrom the owner of any taxable property in the
cersappointed by any &i€er or body other than the council ma

\Y , P .
alsobe removed from ite by the oficer or body that appointed assessor'aissessment district for the assessment or valuation of
h - propertyat other than its true cash value.
them,at pleasure, by vote as provided in gub.(d). L
(e) Solicitation or demand by any assessoamj owner of

3) SuspeNsION. The mayor of any city may summarily sus - - L
per(ld)from office any oficer tﬁ/ereof Wh):)seyremgval is soug);]t an ropertyhagble to assessment in the assessassessment district
0 aid, assist or promotée business or interests of such assessor

againstwhom chages have been preferred thereford may ap ) - !
point an oficer to dischage the duties of suchfafe until such PY Means of which and by virtue of theioé of assessor the-as
sessosshall gain or receive pecuniary profit or advantage that the

chargeshave been disposed of. If such ¢jfesrare dismissed, the Id not otherwise hav ined or received
officer so suspended sh#tlerebybe restored to i€e and be en assessocould not oherwise have gained or received.

titled to the emoluments of thefiok for all of the time the éiter (f) Any violation of law in the valuation @ssessment of prop
would have served therein had théicgr not been suspended. erty in the assessarassessment district.
(4) GENERALEXCEPTION. But no oficer of any city appointed ~ (9) Failure to use the “Wconsin Property Assessment Manu

accordingto merit and fitness under and subject to a civil servi@ provided under §/3.03 (2a)and as required by 80.32 (1)and
or to a police and fire commissidew, or whose removal is gev 70.34 The certlflca_tlon of any assessor removed under this para
ernedby such a lawshall be removed otherwise than as thereiraphmay for suficient reason be reinstated by the secretary of
provided. revenueafter one year upon formal application for reinstatement.

History: 1987 a. 3821991 a. 3161999 a. 15(.672 (h) Failure or refusal to deny claims for exemption deten

City officers are subject to s. 17.03 vacancy provisionslinitz v. Wauwatos&c i i i
lice and Fire Commissioner$51 Ws. 2d 306444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989). Eﬁ:jeeiée%pggrzzg)ursuant to direction of teeretary of revenue

17.13 Removal of village, town, town sanitary district, (2) MEMBERSOFBOARDSOF REVIEW AND COUNTY BOARD. Any
school district, technical college and ~ family care district ~ supervisor,alderperson, trustee or otheficér who acts as a
officers.  Officers of towns, town sanitary districts, villagesmemberof a board of review or of the county board of supervisors,
schooldistricts, technical collegdistricts and family care dis for one or more of the following causes:
tricts may be removed as follows: (a) Willful or intentional valuation or equalization of property
(1) APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. Except as provided in 60.30 (1e) of persons or towns, cities or villages at other tthantrue cash
(c) and(f), any appointive village, towripwn sanitary district, valuethereof, with the intent to subject the property of persons or
schooldistrict and technical college districfiogr, by the oficer ~ of towns, cities or villages to more or less than their lawful share
or body that appointed him or het pleasure. Removal of anyof taxes.
suchofficer by a body shall be by a majority vote of all the mem () Aiding, abetting or assisting in any understanding,-com
bersthereof. binationor conspiracy to value or equalize the property in towns,
(2) ELECTIVE VILLAGE OFFICERS. Any elective villageofficer  citiesor villages in a county at other than the true cash value, with
by a majority vote of all the membeu§the village board, becauseintentto subject the property in one or more towns, cities er vil
of continued physical inability to perform the duties dfoafor lagesto more or less than its lawful share of taxes for state or
grossneglect of duty county purposes or both.
(3) ALL oFricers. Any village, town, town sanitary district,  (c) Any violation of law in the valuation or equalization of
schooldistrict or technical collegdistrict oficer, elective or ap propertyin towns, cities or villages or in the discharof oficial
pointive,including those embracedthin subs(1) and(2), by the duties.

judgeof the circuit court of theircuit wherein the village, town, 3) ProceDURE. Removals under this section may be made by
town sanitary district, school district or technical college distrighe gircuit judge, by order specifying the cause theraabpy of
is situated, for cause. which order shall be certified by thgrcuit judge to the proper
(4) APPOINTIVE OFFICERSOF A FAMILY CARE DISTRICT. ANy  town, village or city clerk. The removal shall be made only upon

memberof a family care district board appointedder s46.2895  a duly verified petition signed by a resident of the county setting
(3) (@) 1, by the appointing authority for cause. forth fully the chages preferred against thefioér. The district
a 9History: 1971 c. 1541977 c. 4491983 a. 5321993 a. 3991995 a. 34225 1999 attorneyof the county upon complaimhowing cause therefor

If a statute provides that a publiicér, including VTAE (technical college) board shall prepare the p_etltlon and have the petltlon_ dU|y verified by the
members, serves at pleasureibappointed for a term, thefizer may be summarily complainant. The judge, upon the presentation of the petition,
dismissediuring the term. 62 AthyGen. 97. shallby an order to show cause, which shall be served upon the

A townboard was restrained from disafiag its police chief until the issue of im : ; ; + ;
permissibleconsideration of the chief political activities was resolved. Kuhlmann officer personally at least 10 days prior to the hearing, fix a time

v. Bloomfield Township,521 F Supp. 12421981). andplace for hearing the matters alleged in the petition. The testi
mony shall be taken and the proceedings conducted under such
17.14 Removal; assessors; boards of review; county reasonableegulations athe judge prescribes. The district attor

boards; procedure. Any assessor and any member of a boartey shall attend the hearing and conduct the proceedings on behalf
of review or of a county board of supervisorsadtition to being of the petitioner The removal of the 6€er shall disqualify the
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officer from holding the dfce for 3 years from the datd the or  asthe governoor the council, as the case may be, in the conduct
derof removal. of the hearing on and investigation of the deat

(4) Costs If the court, after a hearing on the merits, dismisses (4) Theremovingpower maybefore acting upon any clgas
the petition and further finds the complaint was willful and malipreferredagainst any dicer, require the person preferring the
cious and without probable cause, the court shall order judgmeaineto execute and deliver to such power a bond in the sum of
in favor of the diicer and against the petitioner for $aflorney $1,000with one or more sureties to be approved by such power
feesand for the costs and fees of witnesses afickos incurred conditionedfor the payment of all costs and expenses actually in
on behalf of the dfcer. The judgment shall be signed by the clerkurred by the state, county or other unit of which the person
of circuit court and entered the judgment and lien docket. Anchargeds an dficer and by the removing power in the hearing and
executionmay be issued against the property of the petitionerimvestigationof such chages.
tI’_Ie_sam_e mode as Up_Oﬂ a judgment entered in the circuit _COUI’t II'(5) Theremoving powerand in case such power consists of
civil actions founded in tort. Upon the return of the executien Uforethanone person, each such person is authorized to adminis
satisfiedin whole or in part, an execution against the person of thg oaths and téssue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses
petitionermay be issued in the manner and with the force and ghdthe production of evidence, and may make and enforce such
fect of an execution against the person as provided 81801 ordersand rules as are necess@rproperly conduct such hearing
t0815.10 In all other cases the judge may order that the expengfg may appoint and fix the compensation of a stenographer to
incurredin procuring witnesses and other needed actual expengg&testimony thereat.
be paid out of the treasury of the counmtywhich the diicer re- (7) (a) No person may be excused from testifying or fm

sidesupon certificates of the clerk of circuit court. ducingevidence on the hearing for the reason that the testimony
.. ﬂ%“ﬂ{}{g 112231%_93?953% ‘,fggogfg?%g’ggfd SB5773 (1979)1975 ¢. 2181977 9cymentaryor otherwise, required of him ber may tend to in
criminatehim or hey but no person so testifying may be prose
17.15 Removals; other officers. (1) JOINT counTy INsTI-  cutedfor or onaccount of testifying or producing any documenta
TUTIONS. Any member ofhe governing body of any joint county'y evidence, except for perjury committed in giving the testimony
school,hospital, sanatorium, asylum or other joint county institu (b) The immunity provided under p&a) is subject to the re

tion, appointed by the county board of any coumtyay be re  strictionsunder s972.085

movedby said county board, for cause; and any othiezesfof (8) Removalsfrom office for cause shall be by order certi
any such institution may be removed by thiécef or body that fied copy of which, together with a complete transcript of the-testi
appointedthe oficer, for cause. monyand proceedingat the hearing and a statement of the cause

(3) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHED COMMISSION. Any  or causes for which removal is made, shall be filed by the remov
commissionepf the Dane County lakes and watershed commig power as follows:

sionappointed under 83.44 (1) (cto(g) may be removed by the  (a) In the case of a statdficer, in the ofice of the secretary
appointingauthority for cause. of state.

(3m) SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN FOX RIVER COMMISSION. (b) In the case of otherfafers, in the dice of the clerk of the
Any commissioner ofthe Southeastern i¢onsin Fox River unit of which the person removed was aficef.
commissionappointed under €3.55 (2) (b)or (c) may be re (c) In the casef officers of joint county institutions, in the-of
movedby the appointing authority for cause. _ ~fice of the county clerk of the county wherein théldings of such

(5) FamILY cAREDISTRICT. Any member of a family camis-  institution are located.
trict governing board appointed unde#8.2895 (3) (ap.may be  (9) |n the case of procedure for removals by the goveedior
removedoy the appointing authority for cause. ‘ expensesncurred shall be paid upon vouchers duly certified by
(19',3%?%971%?%3185313952%031921?63“9‘ Ct. Order N6-0§ 207 Ws. 2d xv the governor and shall be ched to the appropriation provided
in 5.20.525 In the case of procedure for removals by any other

17.16 Removals; definition; procedure; disqualifica - Stateofficer or body such expenseshall be paid out of the appro
tion. (1) Removals from dfce at pleasurshall be made by or Priationto the oficer or body invested with power to removie.
der, a copy of which shall be filed as provided by {8} except Ccaseof procedure for removals by otheficérs or bodies, the ex
thata copy of the order of removal of a circuit catommissioner Penseshereof shall be paid by the unit of governmentvbich
shallbe filed in the dice of the clerk of the circuit court. the person against whom clyas are preferred was aficér. But

(3) Removalsfrom office for cause under this chaptexcept if the removing power finds that the complaint was willful anel ma
asprovided in s17.14 shall be made as provided in this sectiori'jc'ous and without probableause all such expenses shall be paid
andmay be made only upon written verified ajess brought by BY the person who preferred the ajes and may be collected in
aresidentaxpayer of the governmental unit of which the persdi]} action against the person or on the bond furnished by the per
againstwhomthe chages are filed is an fifer, and after a speedy Son. . o
public hearing at whicthe oficer shall have full opportunity to ~ (10) A person lawfully removed fromfafe shall be ineligible
beheard to present a defense against thegebapersonally and t© appointment oelection to fill the vacancy caused by such re
by counsel. A coppf the chages and written notice of the timemoval.
andplace for the hearing shall be given thigcef by the removing (1;9'%9%0112821?0%221991a- 316 Sup. Ct. Order NeB6-0§ 207 Ws. 2d xv
powerby delivery to the dicer in person or by mailing the same" 1,6 common councit removal of an employee statutorily entittedhe position
to the oficer at the dfcer’s last and usual postfioke address not deprivesthe employee of both liberty and property; thereferaployee is entitled
lessthan 10 days prior to the hearing. Thiicef may within 10 t° {Ut"Ld“%‘PQF’CeSsI.E“geCtiF’”*\'dt.eflr“edﬂ V&'hotinitiatgcti rtemovalI pIrDOCLeedings were
daysfrom service of the chges filewith the removing power a Council 72 Wis. 2d 672242 NW2d 689 e oe @ammon
verified answer theretoThe hearing shall be conducted and in “Expenses’under sub. (9) relates solely to expenses inclyetthe “removing
vestigationmade by the removing power with due dispatch, bﬂg%%sffé %;hgdpigg&griﬂg\i;\}g (;NSEE& tCOgg-p lri ggit)ter of Petition to Remove
in Ca?'e of Ch@E$ b!’OUth before the govemﬂ?‘e governor m.ay Rem’ovalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by the
appointa commissioner to conduct the hearing, make the iNVegard. An ordinance making a violatiopso facto cause for removainpermissibly
tigationand report the testimony and proceedings to the goverrmcumventshat procedure. 66 Attgen. 148.
andthe council of any city havingraembership of more than 20, ) ) ) ) )
in case of chages brought before it, may appoint a committee df7.17 Notice of vacancies. Notice of vacancies occurring
notless than 5 of its members, to conduct the hearing, make invgi§erwisethan by resignation shall be given forthwith as follows:
tigationand report the testimony and proceedings to it. The com (1) SENATORS AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. In the ofice of
missioneror committee shall have the same powerautiority United States senator or member of congress from this state, by
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the county clerk of the county wherein sucliiagr resided at the nerprescribed by law for making regular full teappointments
time of election, to the elections board. thereto,and appointees to fillacancies therein shall holdfioé

(3) VACANCIESBY JUDGMENTS. In any ofice occurring by vie ~ for the residue of thenexpired term oiif no definite term of of
tue of a judgmenof a court of this state convicting the incumberfice is fixed by law until their successors are appointed and guali
of and sentencing the incumbent for treason, felony or other crifile
of whatsoever nature punishable ibyprisonment in any jail or  (2) INTERIM VACANCIES; TERMS. (@) \acancies occurring in the
prisonfor one year or more, or convicting the incumbent of anaffice of any oficer normally nominated by the governand
sentencinghe incumbent for any faéinse involving a violation of with the advice and consenitthe senate appointed, may be filled
theincumbent oficial oath; or declaring the election or appeintby a provisional appointment by the goverfarthe residue of the
mentof any oficer to be void othat the dice of any oficer has unexpiredterm, if any subject to confirmation by the senate. Any
beenforfeited, or become vacant; adjudging any dicer to be suchappointment shall be in full force until acted upon by the sen
insane by the clerkof such court to the fi€er or body authorized ate,and when confirmed by the senatell continue for the resi
to fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filldde of the unexpired term, if angr untila successor is chosen and
only by electionthen to the dicer authorized to give notice there qualifies. A provisional appointee may exercise all of the powers
of. andduties of the dice to whichsuch person is appointed during

(4) JusTicEsAND JUDGES. In the ofice of justice of the su thetime in which the appointee qualifies. Any appointment made
premecourt, court of appeals judge or judge of a circuit court, binderthis paragraph whicis withdrawn or rejected by the senate
the director of state courts to the governor and the elections bo&ftgl!lapse. When a provisional appointment lapses, a vacancy oc

(5) OTHERVACANCIES. In city, village, town or school district CUrs- Whenever a new legislature igianized, any appointments
offices, other than those of which notice is required by gipby thenpending before the senate shall be referred by the president
the clerk or in the clerle absence by the treasutieereof, and in 0 the appropriate standing committee of the newdianized sen
state,county and other ti€es other than those wafhich notice is ate.
requiredby sub(3), by the county clerk of the county wherein the (b) A vacancy occurring in the membership of the professional
officer resided at the time of election or appointment, or in tisandardgouncil for teachers may be filled by a provisional ap
clerk’'s absence by the shdifo the oficer or body authorized to pointmentby the state superintendent of public instruction for the
fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filfegidueof the unexpired term, if angubject to confirmation by
only by electionthen to the dicer authorized to give notice there thesenate. Any such appointment shallrb&ull force until acted

of. uponby thesenate, and when confirmed by the senate shall con
History: 1973 c. 334.57;1977 c. 187449 Sup. Ct. OrdeB8 Wis. 2d xiii (1979);  tinuefor the residue of the unexpired term, if aoyuntil a succes
1991a. 316 soris chosen and qualifies. A provisional appointee may exercise

all of the powers and duties of théicé to which the person is ap
pointedduring the time in which thappointee qualifies. Any ap
Eointmentmade under this paragraph that is withdrawn or rejected

9the senate shall lapse. Whepravisional appointment lapses,
avacancy occursWhenever a new legislature igganized, any
appointmentshen pending before tteenate shall be referred by
the president to the appropriate standing committee of¢dy

17.19 Vacancies, elective state offices; how filed.  Va- org_anlz_edsenate.
canciesin elective state @ites shall be filled as follows: History: 1973 c. 241977 c. 2%.1649 1977 C. 4181997 a. 298
Provisionalappointees under sub. (2) need not be confirmed by the senate before
(1) MEMBERSOFLEGISLATURE. In the ofice of state senator or theycan begin to serve. 69 Attgen. 136.
representative to the assemhdy election, as provided in&50, The senate may not fill a vacancy thaill not occur during that senate session.
for the residue of the unexpired term. In addition, an anticipat&tf\y- Gen- 272
vacancyin theoffice of state senator or representative to the

semblymay be f'”edﬁs pfr_owdefd_ n .8'50 $4)h(e.) term. Vacancies in electiveounty ofices shall be filled in the
(2) JubiciaL. In the ofice of justice of the supreme court, iy annerand for terms as follows:

courtof appeals judge or circuit judge, by temporary appointment (1) SHERIFE, CORONER, REGISTER OF DEEDS. In the ofice of

by the governgrwhich shall continue until a successoeliscted, heriff ister of deeds. b int t by th
asprovided in s8.50 (4) (f) and qualifies. When so elected the& €M, COroner or register ot deeds, by appointment by the gover
nor for the residue of the unexpired term.

successoshall hold the dice for a full term and shall takefafe )
on August 1 succeeding the election. (3) COUNTY CLERK, TREASURERAND SURVEYOR. In the ofice
(3) PRESIDENTIALELECTORS. In the ofice of presidential elec ©f county clerk, treasurer or surveydry appointment byhe

tor, by the remaininglectors present in the manner prescribed ipuntyboard for the residue of the unexpired term.
s.7.75 (4m) CLERK OF cOURT. In the ofice of clerk of circuit court,

- ; by appointment of the judge, or by a majority of the judgabef
go\(,irrrr]])or(IBOVERNOR' In the ofice of governoyby the lieutenant circuit court for the countyfor the residue of the unexpirézrm

(3s) DisTRICTATTORNEY. In the ofice of district attorneyby of the clerk.

appointmenbf the governor for the residue of the unexpired term (5) SUPERVISORSPOPULOUSCOUNTIES. In the ofice of county
anduntil a successor is elected and qualified. supervisomnf counties having a population of at least 500,000, ac

(4) OTHERELECTIVE STATEOFFICERS. In the ofice of secretal cordingto the lastU.S. census, by election for the residue of the
of state, treasureattormney general or state superintendent, Q)’, unexpiredterm on the first lesday of April next after the vacancy
pointmentby the governgrand a person so appointed shall hol appensin case it happens no later than December 1 preceding
office until a successas elected, as provided in&50, and quaki efirst Tuesday in April, but ithe vacancy happens after Deeem
fies, but if no such election is held, the person so appostiat ber 1 preceding the firstdesday in April, then suckuccessor
hold offce for the residue of the unexpired term. Sear:but no election to il & vacancy nineiog may be hotdt
312'Story' 1977 c. 1871979 ¢. 271985 2304 1987 a. 3911989 a. 311991 2. 40 fime of holding the regular election for suckicg. In addition
to the elections required under this subsection, the county-execu
17.20 Vacancies in appointive state offices; how filled; tive may order a special electitmbe held under 8.50to fill the
terms. (1) GENERAL. Vacancies in appointive statdioés shall vacancy. If an assembly district in the county is altered by legisla
be filled by appointment by the appointing power and in the mative redistricting efective prior to the end of an existing supervi

17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in
congress; how filled. Vacancies in the @i€e of U.S. senator
or representative in congress from this state shall be filled by el
tion, as provided in 8.50 (4) (b) for the residue of the unexpired
term.

History: 1977 c. 221979 c. 2601983 a. 4841985 a. 304

aff7.21 Vacancies in elective county offices; how filled;
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sorterm and a vacancy happens, the person elected to fill thattyet period. In the dice of alderperson, by special election; ex
cancyfor the residue of the unexpired term shall be an ele€torceptas provided in $9.10. When a mayor is temporarily -ap
the assembly district as it existed prior to redistricting. pointed,the common council shall order a speeialtion for the

(6) APPOINTMENTS HOW REPORTED. For theinformation of all ~ office of mayorunder s8.50as promptly as possible, unless the
concernechppointments by the governor under sdhshallbe vacancy occurs within 120 days of the expiration of the mayor
reported by the appointingfafer to the countylerk. Appoint termof office. When an aldermanic seat becomes vacant,-a suc
mentsof the county board undsub.(3) shall be reported by the cessorshall be elected for the residue of the unexpired term on the
countyclerk to the secretary of state. Appointments of cierks st Tuesday of April or the Jesday after the first Monday in No
court by a judge of the circuit court under s(m) shall be re vembernext after the vacancy happenscase it happens no later

portedto the county clerk and to the secretary of state. thanDecember 1 or June 1 preceding that dayif the vacancy
History: 1973 c. 581977 c. 4491979 c. 175s.4, 53, 1979 c. 2601989 a. 31 happensafter December 1 or June 1 preceding that then the
1995a. 16s.2. - , successoshall be elected on thellowing first Tuesday in April
b Crgss—reference: See s59.10 (3) (efor method of fillingvacancies on county or Tuesday after the first Monday in November: but no election to
oaras. ’

fill a vacancy in such fite may be hela@tthe time of holding the
17.22 Vacancies in appointive county offices; how regularelection_ for that dice. In e_lddition, thepresident_ of_the
filled. (1) Vacancies in any appointive countyficé shall be commoncouncil of any 1st class city may order a spesiidtion
filled by appointment for the residuetbie unexpired term by the to be held under 8.50to fill a vacant aldermanic seat prior to the
appointingpower and in the manner prescribedaw for making  fime when that seat is required to be filled under faigagraph.
regularfull term appointmentthereto; but the term of any persorif @ special election is held under this paragraph after a redistrict
appointedby the county board to fill a vacancy in thdia# of ~ing plan is adopted, the election shall be helthénaldermanic dis
countyhighway commissioner shall terminate the first Monday dfict as it existed when thefafe was filled at the lagtreceding
Januaryof the second year next succeeding the appointment. 2liction.
appointmentssubject to confirmation by the county board, made (bm) Inthe ofice of municipal judge, in the manner provided
while the board is not in session, shalldméed upon by said boardin s.8.50 (4) (fm)

atits meeting next following such appointment. (c) In the ofice of any other elective fier, and except as pro
(2) Vacanciesn the ofices of oficers appointed by the county videdin s.9.10, by appointment bthe mayor subject to confirma
board,occurring when the board is not in session, shall be filléidn by the council, except that in casvacancies in the fife
in manner and for terms as follows: of any such dicer of a city of the first class who is authorized by
(b) In the ofice of the county highway commissionby ap  law to have a deputguch deputy shall perform the duties of such
pointmentby the county highway committee. A person se agffice, and shalbe entitled to the emoluments of sucficef dur
pointedshall hold ofice until the first Monday of January nexting the remainder of the term. A person so appointed and con
succeedindhe persors appointment, and the persesuccessor firmed shall hold ofice until asuccessor is elected and qualifies.
shallbe appointed by the county board at its first regular meetilie successor shall be elected as provided in(gar
next succeeding such appointment asithll take dfce on the (d) In appointive dices, by appointmerfor the residue of the
Tuesdayfollowing the first Monday of January next succeedingnexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the manner pre
andshall hold dfice for term as prescribed in su). scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto.

(d) In the ofice of any other dicer appointed by the county  (2) CommissionFORM. Vacancies in dices of cities operating
board,by temporary appointment by the chairperson of the couniyiderthe commission form of government shall be filled as fol
board. A person so appointed shall holdiod until a successor |ows:
is appointed and qualifies, and the successor shall be appointed b,y 1 | the diice of mayor or other member of the council
the county board for the residue of the unexpired term at its—meg;(ceptas provided in .10, in the manner provided in sul) '
'ngigggf a;gg:‘ig;ggfgg% occurred. (a). In the ofice of municipal judge, in the mannerovided in s.

Termsa.nd vacan.cies in appo.inti\zeunty ofices are discussed3 Atty. Gen. 99 Sns doe(l’4s)l,lg?]l)) (8?01;61:'," 8 rdea?/fs tgf?eg?#g:c!lagoc;n:)zgtsa?hgpc?fyl rg:&?nt
(1) GENERAL neershall be a temporary acting membéthe council until such

AND SPECIALCHARTERCITIES. Vacancies in dices ofcitiesoperat ~ Vacancyisfilled in the manner provided by laand shall have all
ing under the general law or special charter shafillee as for 1€ POWers, prerogatives aukdties of the vacantfife except the
lows: right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fafe of mayor or council

(a) In cities of the 2nd, 3rd etth class, in the i€e of mayor member.

exceptas provided in s9.10, by appointment by the common 2. When 2vacancies exist in the council the city clerk shall
council. In the ofice of alderperson, by the common councik, eXP€ & temporary acting member of the council until the vacancies
ceptas providedn s.9.10 A person so appointed shall holéics arefilled in the manner provided by lawnd shall have all the
until a successor is elected and qualified. A successortghalPOWers,prerogatives and duties of the vacariicefexcept the
electedfor the residue of the unexpired term on the fitgtsday "ght to vote to fill a vacancy in the fafe of mayor or council

of April next after the vacancy happens, in case it happens no I&&mber.

thanDecember 1 preceding the firstédsday in April, but if the 3. When 3 vacancies exist in the council the city treasurer
vacancyhappens after December 1 preceding the fitss@ay in shallbe a temporary acting member of the council untiliean

April and before that dashen the successor shall be elected ares are filled in the manner provided by land shall have all the
thefirst Tuesday in April of the next ensuing year; but no electigegpwers,prerogatives and duties of the vacariicef except the

to fill a vacancy in such €ite may be held at the time of holdingright to vote to fill a vacancy in the fide of mayor or council
theregular election for that fi€e. member.

(b) In 1st class cities, in thefioe of mayor except as provided 4. When 2 or more vacancies exist in the council 6 months or
in s.9.10 the vacancghall be filled by the president of the commore prior to the first Tlesday of Aprilof any year a special elec
mon council as acting mayor until a special election can be hdidn to fill the vacancy for the residue thie unexpired term of each
underthis paragraph. In such case, the acting mayor may contisuehvacancy shall beeld and conducted, and the returns thereof
to serve apresident of the common council, in addition to exemadein the manner and within the time required indase of reg
cisingthe powers and responsibilities of théaef of mayoy until  ular municipal elections, and the city clerk shall eadtl give ne
suchtime as a new mayor is elected and qualified, but the actitige of such special election as providsdaw within 10 days of
mayormaynot take part in any vote of the common council durinpe date when such vacancies exist.

17.23 Vacancies in city offices; how filled.
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5. While serving agemporary members of the council the city (2) In appointive dices, by appointment for the residue of the
engineercity clerkand city treasurer shall not be entitled to havenexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the manner pre
or receive any compensation for such temporary service. scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto,

6. The powers, prerogativesd duties conferred on suchexceptvacancies caused lbgmovals by the judge of the circuit
temporaryacting members of the council shall be in addition to gpurtwhich shall be filled fothe residue of the unexpired term by

thoseotherwise vested by lain such city enginegcity clerk and the said judge.
city treasurer History: 1977 c. 305403 447, 1985 a. 304
. X . . This section requirethat the town clerk participate in the process of filling vacan
7. ltis hereby declared to be the purpose and intention of thissin town ofices and does not authorize the exclusion of the town clerk from the

paragraph to permit the city engingegity clerk and city treasurer nomgggwr\ﬁgdoifg&e process. BingenBzdusek, 2002Vl App 210, __ Vié. 2d.

to have and perform the powers and duties herein provided as tem’ :

poraryacting members of the council, in addition to the regularz 26 vacancies in school boards; how filled.  Exceptas

powersand duties of their respectivefiobs and notwithstanding providedin s.9.10, vacancies in a school board shall be fitked

any other contrary provision of the law follows:
8. This paragraph shall apply only to citiegamized and op (1) |n acommon, union high or unified school district, by ap
eratingunder ss64.25to0 64.38 pointment by the remaining members. Each appointee shall hold

(c) Inappointive dices, by appointment for the residue of theffice until a successor is elected and takésefinder s120.06
unexpiredtermby the appointing power and in the manner prg4) or 120.42 (2) When a vacancy occurs in théia# of a board
scribedby law for making regular full term appointment theretanemberwho is in the last year of his her term, or when a vagan
3 3?51%)5% algl’gl 5 gg%ﬂfggﬁ 1979 c. 260355 1983 a. 4841985 a. 135304, cy occurs after the spring electibot on or before the lasti@sday

S S in November in the €ite of a board member who is not in the last
yearof hisor her term, the successor shall be elected at the next
springelection. When a vacancy occurs after the lass@ayin
Novemberand on or before the date of the next spring election in
the office of a board member who is not in the last year of his or
herterm, the successor shall be elegethe 2nd following spring
election.

17.24 Vacancies in village offices. (1) Except as provided
in s.9.1Q a vacancy in any elective villagdioé may be filled by
appointmenty a majority of the membedf the village board for
theresidue of the unexpired term or until a special electibeli
unders.8.50 (4) (fm)or sub.(2). A vacancy in an appointiva-
fice shall be filled in the same mannettias original appointment. ) . ) .
(2) Exceptas provided in .50 (4)(fm), a vacancy in any . (2) Ina 1st class city schodlstrict, by special election as pro
electiveoffice in a village may be filled by special election of ¥idedunder s119.08 (4) _ .
successofor the residue of the unexpired term on the fitm§  (3) Any person selected under s(ib), upon being notified of
day of April next after the vacancy happens, if it happens no laféif or her selection, shall be deemed to hen@epted the selection
than December 1 preceding the firstésday in April, but if the unlesswithin 5 days after notification he or she files with the clerk
vacancyhappens after December 1 preceding the firss@iay of ©f director a written refusal to serve.
April, then the successor shia# elected on the firsti€sday of (4) In boards where the first annual meeting of the district has
April of the next ensuing year; but no election to fill a vacancy failed to elect school board members, by appointment by the state

the office may be held at the time of holding the regular electiguperintendentf public instruction.
for the ofice. History: 1973 c. 1441975 c. 138.37; 1975 c. 2001977 c. 384403, 427, 445,

i . . 1979c. 321979 c. 26(s.82,93m; 1979 c. 3011981 c. 287340, 1985 a. 2251995
History: 1977 c. 305403 447, 1979 c. 2601985 a. 3041995 a. 16.2. a.16s.2; 1995 a. 27%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27

17.245 New city, village or town office, filing. ~ Whenever 1727 vacancies in other offices; how filled. (1) JoNT
anelective ofice is created in a cifyillage or town pursuant to coynTy INsTITUTIONS. Vacancies in the fiEe of any member of
law or ordinance, the fi€e shall not be deemed vacant until it hagye governing body of a joint county hospital or sanatorium or oth
first been filled by the electorate, except that if a,aityage or e joint county institution, or in the fi€e of any other dicer of
town enacts an ordinance or bylaw creating a municipal court Wigint county institution, shall be filled by appointment by the ap
ders.755.01before the December 1 preceding the spring electigiinting power and in the manner prescribed by lawrfiaking
the ofice of municipal judge for that court shall be considered vgegmarfu" term appointments thereto. A vacancy in tHeefof
cantand a temporary appointment may be madebycity vil-  any such oficer appointed by the county board, occurring while
lage or town governing body pending the election of ithi#al  he poard is not in session, shall be filled by appointment by the
electedoccupant of the éite. chairpersorof the county board; the person appointed holfiseof
History: 1977 c. 256447, 1993 a. 101995 a. 16.2. until a successor is appointed for the residue of the unexpired term
by the county board at its first regular meeting held next after the
vacancyoccurs and the successor qualifies.

(1m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Vacancies in
ht‘fﬁe office of any directly elected member of a metropolitan sewer
agecommission under 200.09 (1) (am)shall be filled by tem
rary appointment othe governor until a successor is elected
d qualified. A successor shall be elected in the manner pre
scribedfor filling vacanciedn elective city dices under s17.23

17.25 Vacancies in town offices; how filled. Vacancies
in town ofices shall be filled as follows:

(1) In the townboard, by the remaining supervisors and t
town clerk, except as provided :9.10and except when the va
cancyis caused by removdly the circuit judge as provided by
law, which latter vacancy shall be filled by appointment by th%ﬁ
judge. Vacancies in other elective towrfioés shall be filled by
appointmenty the town board, except as provided ir8ss0 (4)
(fm) and9.10and except for vacancies caused by removal by tﬁe) (@)
judge of the circuit court which lattevacancy shall be filled by  (1n) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHEDCOMMISSION. If &
thatjudge. Personappointed under this subsection to fill vacanvacancyoccurs in the dice of any appointed commissioner of the
ciesshall hold dfice for the residue of thenexpired term, except DaneCounty lakes and watershed commission, the county execu
personsappointed to fill vacancies as membersia water or tive of Dane County shall appoint a member who meets the appli
light commission, which persons shall holdiagf only untiltheir ~ cablerequirements under 83.44 (1) (cXo (). o
successorare elected and qualify and such successors shall be3) TECHNICAL COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD. Vacancies in the
electedatthe annual town meeting next after the vacancy occurgmbershipf any technical college district board shall be filled
if the vacancy occurs 12 days or more prior to the meeting: otHgrthe manner prescribed in $8.08 (2)and38.10Q

wise at the annual town meeting held in the year saxteeding; (3m) FamIiLY CAREDISTRICTBOARD. If a vacancy occurs in the
but no election to fill a vacancy in thefioE may be held at theme  positionof any appointednember of a family care district board,
of holding the regular election for thefiok. the appointing authority shall appoint to serve for the resafue
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the unexpired terma person who meets the applicable requir@ffice until his or her successor is elected and qualified, unless re
mentsunder s46.2895 (3) (h) movedor recalled in accordance with lavAn officer who is ap

(4) ANy OTHERVACANCY. In case of a vacancy in anyiog in ~ pointedto fill a vacancyin an appointive dice shall enter upon
the state where no other provision is madefilling the same, it theduties of his or her G€e immediately upon qualification and
shall be filled by appointment by the governor shall hold dfice for the residue of the unexpired term, if aayd

History: 1977 c. 291979 c. 2211983 a.192 1989 a. 3241991 a. 391993 a.  Until his or her successor is appointed and qualifies unless re
399 Sup. Ct. Order N®6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv(1997);1999 a. 91999 a. 156.672  movedin accordance with law
6

2001a. 1 History: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 391

17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions. 17.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.  Notwithstand
Unlessotherwise directed under 59.36 (7) no appointing au ing any other provision of lawif a vacancy in an electivefife
thority or individual acting orbehalf of an appointing authority gccursas a result of expiration tffie term of an incumbent and a
may withhold from inspection or copying underl$.35 (1)any  gyccessohas not been determined due to the pendency of a re
recordof the name or address of an applicant for appointteentcount or an appeal from a recount determination, no eleation
fill a vacancy in an electivefiule. specialelection may be ordered or held to fill the temporary va
History: 1987 a. 3921991 a. 269 cancy. If thelaw provides for the vacancy to be temporarily filled
17.28 When officers may hold office. When no diferent by appointment, the appointee shall serve until a successor quali

provisionis made in respect thereto, anfiagr who is elected or f'eHSi'Stor . 1083 a. 484

appointedo fill a vacancy shall qualify in the manner required by v o

law of the oficer in whose stead thefigler is elected or appointed. 17.29 Effect of chapter . The provisions of this chapter-su
An officer whois elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in an-elegersedeall contrary provisions in either the general lamn spe
tive office shall enter upon the duties of his or hdicefimmedi  cial acts, except cft. relating to election diters appointed for the
ately upon qualification and, if elected, upoartification of the electionwards or polling places in the state andatrelating to
electionresult, and shall hold fie for the residue of the unex  the military staff of the governor and to fiters of the Visconsin
piredterm unless removed or recalled in accordance with law @¥gtionalguard; and shall govern allfimles whether createbly

cept that an diter who is appointed to fill a vacancy in théicé  generallaw or special act, unless otherwise specially provided.
of sherif, coroner register ofdeedsor district attorney shall hold ™ History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2)
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