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ugust 10, 1999 - Introduced by Senatgrs.JRissBrRr—RuBE-~and—HUELSMAN,
osponsored by RepresemtattVes ZIEGELBAUER, KELSO, BERCEAU, GRONEMUS
HQQFF, HASENOHRL, CARPENTER, PORTER, WASSERMAN, GUNDERSON, MUSSE

RYBA and™S#askunas. Referred to Committee on Economic Developmerit,
Housing and Governiiient-Operatigns.
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1 AN ACTNorepeal 535 (6) (b)5.51 (7), 5.81 @), 5.91 (6 750 (1) (d) and 8.50

mber .35 (6) (a); and to amERd 5.02 (16m), 5.15 (6) (b)675

5624 ¥and (), 5.62 (3) ane15), .84 (1), 5.91 (1) and (3), 6.86°F) ©, 6.87 @),

708 (2 (), 7.50.2 " 8.16 (1), (6) and (7), 8.17 (1) e 5200 8.5%@0\
3 (e)',. (3) (b) 2. and 2m., 11.31 (3m) of the statutes;v relating

to: authorization for electors to vote in the primary of more than one political

7 party.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Presently, a voter in a partisan primary election may cast a ballot or vote in the
column of -only one political party, regardless of the number of candidates who are _
running for office in that party, if any. Alternatively, a voter in the September
primary may vote for any of the independent candidates for state office, but if the
voter chooses this option, he or she may not vote for any party candidates for any

, office. (Candidates of minor parties appear on the ballot as independent candidates.) -

This bill permits a voter in the September primary and other partisan

primaries to “split tickets”, designating the candidate of his or her choice for each
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office regardless of party affiliation, including the offices of gove or and lieutenant

~ governor. The bill also allows a voter to vote for independent cgndidates for(state

offices in the September primary, in addition to party candidates. Under the bill, a
voter may still vote for only one candidate for each office. The voting procedure at

the general election and other partisan electiops is unaffected by the bill.
The bill initially applies to voting at the@@()‘s_eptember primary election.

tq o004

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. '5.02 (16m) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.02 (16m) “Recognized political party” means a political party which qualifies

for a separate ballet-er column or row on partisan primary and election .ballots under
s.5.62 (1) (b) or (2).
| SEeTION 2. 5.15 (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
5.15 (6) (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and general
election, and no later than 30 days before each other election the governihg body of
any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to

facilitate using a common polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the

" original ward numbers shall continue to be utilized for all official purposes. ' Except

as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality having a |

“population of.kﬂbMMcM 35,000 or more MWéhaﬂ maintain

separate returns for each ward so combined. In municipalities having a population

of BsA (i 6010aMAr less than 35,000 afterFuae 1998, the governing body may

A
provide in the resolution that returns shall be maintairied only for each group of

combined wards at any electioix.jl—r_x municipalities having a population as shown in

the 1990 federal decennial censusof'at least 87,000

governing body 1nay de in a resglutioft adopted prior to June 1 6 that groups

not more than 150,0 » the

of not more than 2 wards shall use common ballot boxes and ballots or voting

Ovr
moy€
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e

Ained only for eacm

e

ards at any 'electin‘ hetd Or to June 1, IQQGJ Whenever a governing body

prmm T T
i

machines a

Teturns shall be_madrT

provides for common ballot boxes and ballots or voting machinés, scparate returns
shall be maintained for each separate ballot required under ss—5-62-and s. 5.64 at

the September-primary-and general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a

copy of the resolution to the county clerk of. each county in which the municipality

is contained. In municipalities having a population of WMW})W less than

3
4
5
6
0
35,000 W\y\wﬁ the resolution shall remain in effect for each election until
9

modified or rescinded. orA until a new division is made under this section.
10 SEcTION 3. 5.35 (6) () of the statutes is renumbered 5.35 (6).
NS @/ SECTION 4. 5.35 (6) (b) of the statutes is répealed.
12 SECTION 5. 5.37 (4) ‘of the statutes is amended to read:
13 A 5.37 (4) Voting machines may be used.ai: primary elections when they comply

14  with subs. (1) and (2) and-the—fellewmg—pmﬂs&ens—AH—eand;éates—names Each
15 candidate’s name entitled to appear on the ballets ballot at the primary and the party

16 that he or she represents shall appear on thé machine;-the-electer-cannot-vote-for
17 '

18

19

20

21 the,_ The elector may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is
22 lawfully entitled to vote for, but nio more.

23 SECTION 6. 5.51 (7) of the statutes is repealed.

24 : SECTION 7. 5.62 (1) and (2) of the statutes are amended to read:




1999 - 2000 Legislature -4- LRB-0368/3

JTK:kg:km

SENATE BILL 216 SECTION 7

co 1 5.62 (1) (@)° At September primaries, the following ballot shall be provided for
2

the nomination of candidates of recogmzed political partles for national, state and

county offices and independent candidates for state office in each ward, in the sam

3
_ yereepl as avmoreed (w s,
~ form as prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). The ballots shall be made up = 5, 6v 1"

of the several party tickets w1th each party entitled to participate in the prima

| or rov exXetpl as acfherredih S,
6 under par. (b) or sub. (2) having its own ballet columr{ The independent candidates Y, ¢ S

Or ]
for state office other than district attorney shall have -a separate ballet column or&’

yeXCeph as avhpwrceal in S 1,650
all such candidates as under s. 5.64 (1) (e).

: — OYY oW, v B ’
the-bottem- The party-ballet columnﬁ the party receiving the most votes for

10 president or governor at the last general election shall be en-top first with the other
11 parties arranged in descending order based on their vote for president or governor.
' %L!ﬁ!ﬂ-—
@ at the last general election. The ballets cglumns)o parties quahfymg under sub. (2)
tr h{ oW

13 shall b })1 ced after to the ri hto the parties quahq%n under par, (b), in the same
, Ao 6&7 ? nf(;! vider qf lﬂ 2. Sh

o ee. hex N on
@ . order in Wthh the parties filed petltlons with the board /l e ballet column 1st1ng

: or row
15 the independent candidates shall be placed at-the-bettom last. “At polling places

16 where voting machines are used, each party and the independent candidates shall
17 be represented in one or more separate columns or rows on the bellot. At polling
18 places where an electronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting
19 mdchine, each party and the independent candidates may be represented in separate

columns or rows on the ballot. Any elector at any September primary may vote for -

\ SuleA B.CS (1) e) T eye/’7
@ recogm ed political party listed on the official ballot at the last

gubematorlal election whose candidate for any statewide office received at least oﬁE’

/ 24 / @Aof the total votes cast for that office and, if the last general electlon was also

25 a presidential electlon every recognized political party listed on the ballot at that |

i s
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%
: @ election whose candidate for president received at_ieast M\(yﬁkpeerﬂ of the total vote

2 cast for that office shall have a—sepalzate—pmmapy—ballet_ep one or more separate
3 columns or rows on the—pﬂmaFy—ballot—asp;esembeém—paF(a)—and—a—sepafate-eelumﬂ

4 en—dqe—gener-al-eleet}en ballot at the September primary and general election in every
5 ward and election district. An organization which was listed as “independent” at the
6 last general election and whose eandidate meets the same qualification shall receive
7 the same ballot status upon petition of the chairperson and secretary of the
8 organization to the board requesting such status and specifying their party name,
9 which may not duplicate the name of an existing party. A petition under this
S Ut WEFN
@ - péxagraplymay be filed no later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general -
11

election. [hi paragraph appliestoa party only if at least one c

for a state gffiee 4qes to have his or her n

at the last gubernatorlal electio
EXctpl as F"Dv‘tﬂed(lv\ fajn)(é) “"J s L (‘7(/’)/4)1 /
(Z) byl p011t1ca1 organization may be represented Gﬂ—a—sepafate—pﬂmaﬁ—baﬂet

oF in one or more separate columns or rows on the September primary ballot as

prescribed in sub. (1) (a), and a separate column or row on the general electlon ballot

17 in every ward and election dlw “pm. on June.+in the year of )

18 ¢ Eptember prim3 -Ait files ;' o board a peti s{o‘f- ing. To qualify )gor
T | under Thig f“’ o A gnat tater Tran T

19 a separate ballet column or ro%{ the ?fﬁhaﬂ m ne at east 10, 000 F s

of
20 electors, 1nclud1ng at least 1,000 electors re51c'1:ng/1n(each of at least 3 separate:h;u:,'c /
21 congressional dlStI‘lCtS The petition shall conform to the requirements of s, 8.40. No. G ::v%\
22 signature obtained before January 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the;q/:“g ,
23 candidates of a pohtlcal organization filing a valid petition fulfill the requlrement?"{, MH?

24 prescribed by law, they shall appear en-a-separate-ballet-er in one or more separa ZA&Q [}"
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- columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending with the following general

election.

SECTION 8. 5.62 (3) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.62 (3) The board shall designate the official primary ballof afrahgément for
statewide offices and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by ilsing the
same procedure as provided in s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ballet—and—en—eaeh separate

column or row on the ballot, the candidates for office shall be listed together with the

-offices which they seek in the following order whenever these offices appear on the

September primary ballot: governbr, lieutenant govei‘nor, attorney general,

secretary of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, U.S. representative in congress,

state senator, representative to the assembly, district attorney and the county offices.
Below the names of the independent candidates shall appear the party or principle -

of the candidates, if any, in' 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination papers.

)

office: A.space shall be provi(}ed on,the ballgt for an elector to write in the ﬁgrze ?9 bF
* ]

ntlvdineg A pavh candidile o uhose ham e oppears M
his or her choice as a party candidate for any office/,‘ but no space shall be provided ¢ o»‘;MM
to write in the names of independent candidates. . qﬁ:l 0":"&/(
~ SECTION 9. 4.81 (4) of the statutes is repealed. | : ‘o v, e, ;
SECTION 10. 5.84 (1) of the statutes is amended to read: - as ﬂé:% "éiféf;

5.84 (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic voting system which Si,é,
utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a central (’)(QJ
v o o
counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior € y (é)
2

to the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all

measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given by the clerk

- at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in

one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is .

. published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein. The test

shall be open to the public. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited

group of ballots so W marked as to record a predetermined number of valid

votes for each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each’

- office one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law

candidates-ef-more than onerecognized-political party; in order to test the ability of

the automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error is detected, the

- municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make

an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the

clerk for use in the election.

SecTION 11. 5.91 (1) and (3) of the statuteslare amended to read:

5.91 (1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy aﬂd—te-seleet—the—papsy-er—{he

6)) Except-in-primary-elections-it It enables an elector to vote for a ticket

selected in part from the nominees of one party, and in part from the nominees of

other parties, and in part from independent candidates and, except in the case of
independent candidates at primary elections. in part of candidates whose names are

written in by the elector.

SECTION 12. 5.91 (6) of the statutes is repealed.

\"'."///
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SECTION 13. 6.80 (2) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) ( In the presidential preference primary and-ether partisan primary
elections at polling places where ballots are distributed to electors, unless the ballots

)W‘ef 2 (%. wier 5. 5653 or are

arejutili an electronic voting system in which all candldates appear on the

same ballot, after the elector prepares his or her ballot e elector shall detach the

remaining ballots, fold the ballots to be dlsc?;%fold the completed ballot unless

N L]
the ballot is 1ntended for counting w1th automatic tabulatmg equipmen ersonally

vi
deposit the ballots to be dlscardedlpm the separate ballot box markeg“ blank)a/allot

Or 9ive Fhe ba

box”, and deposit the completed ballot Rhithe ballot box indicated by the 1nspector/?/ m.sfq_ﬁ\,
wha

The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is completed “ all

and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the mun1c1pal clerk. m{%ﬂ

ba /éé
SECTION 14. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

: M.,,’“
erson authorlzed 0 ‘;’
D 64 //t f

he /t<{

T
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SECTION 15. 7.08 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.08 (2) (b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice président who
have been nominated at a national convention by a party entitled to a separate
column or row on the September primary ballot or for whom electors have been

nominated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing date for

~ filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06.

SECTION 16. 7.50 (1) (d) of the statutes is repealed.
. SECTION 17. 7.50 (2) (g) of the Statutes is amended to read:
7.50 (2) (g In paftisan primaries, if an elector writes in. fhe name of an
individual en-a-ballet in a column or row other than. the one on which that individual's

name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may not be counted.
SECTION 18. 8.16 (1), (6) and (7) of the statutes are amended to read:

8.16 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), the person who receives the greatest

number of votes for an office en-a-party-ballst at any partisan prirriary, regardless of

whether the person’s name appears on the ballot, shall be the party’s candidate for
the office, and the person’s name shall so appear on the official ballot at the next
election. All independent candidates shall appear on the general election ballot
regafdless of the number of votes received by such candidates ét the September
primary.

(6) The pei"sons who receive the greatest number of votes respectively for the

offices of governor and lieutenant governor en for any party ballet at a primary shall
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~be the party’s joint candidates for the offices, and their names shall so appear on the

official ballot at the next election.

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s. 8.18 (2) by each
party entitled to a separate column or row on a September primary ballot shall be
the party’s candidates for president, vice president'and presidential electors. The

state or national chairperson of each such party shall certify the names of the party’s

- nominees for president and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the

first Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall be in

one of the formats authorized in's. 7.08 (2) (a).
SECTION 19. 8.17 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.17 (1) (@) Political parties qualifying for a separate column or row on the

September primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall elect their ?
A Q5 Yyovvd-e un Jev sbo. (5) aiy
committeemen and committeewom_er}‘ e _ . The furiction ‘of

committeemen and committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the

structure of a political party. - Committeemen and committeewornen shall act as

liaison representatives between their pérties an.db the residents of the election
districts in which they serve. Activities of committeemen and committeewomen
shall include, but not be limited to, voter identification; assistance in voter
registration drives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling and
other methods of passing information from _residénts to political parties and elected
public officials; and dissemination of information from public officials tb residents.
For assistance in thosé and other activities of interest ‘to a political party, each
committeeman and committeewoman may appoint a captairi to engage in these
activities in each ward, if the election district served by the committeeman or

committeewoman includes more than one ward. In an election district which
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includes more than one ward, the committeeman or committeeworhan shall
coordinate the activities of the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or her
party. |

SECTION 20. 8.20 (9) of the staﬁutes is amended to read:

8.20 (9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a recognized

| political party designation shall be placed on the official'ballot at the general election

and at any partisan election to the right or below the recognized political party
candidates in their own column or row desigﬁated “Independent”. At the Septe’mbef

primary, persons nominated for state office by nomination papers without a

natiop shall be plaged on a separaté ballet column or
el peger “ullor 0,5, Cot ) " ele

/

recognized politjgal party desi
g ol
g gt designated “Independent”. ‘If the candidate’s Vo4,

o €omgoli

g O
independent ballet; column or row. ' ,:2 :{ v
: - - a mes
SECTION 21. 8.50 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read: a .y re USQ{)
’ gt M

8.50 (3) (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions for o
September primaries under s. 8.15 are applicable‘to all partisan primaries held
under this‘section, and the provisions for spring primaries under s. 8.10 are
applicable to all nonpartiéan primaries held under this section. In a special pértisan

primarylor election, the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as

- provided under s. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (1) (b). Independent candidates for state office at

a special partisan election shall not appear on fhe primary ballot. No primary is

required for a nonpartisan election in which not more than 2 candidates for an office
appear on the ballot or for a partisan election in which not more than one candidate
for an office appears ea in the ballet column or row of each recognized political party

on the ballot. In every special election except a special election for nonpartisan state
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office where no candidate is certified to.appear on the ballot, a space for write—in

votes shall be provided on the ballot, regardless of whether a special primary is held.

SEcTION 22. 8.50 (3) (c) of the sta,tufes is repealed.

SECTION 23. 9.10 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.10 (3) (e) For any partisan foice, a recall primary shall be held for each
pdlitical party which is entitled to a separate column or row on the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) and from which more than one candidate

competes for the partys nomination in the recall election. The primary ballot shall

‘be prepared in accordance with s. 5.62, insofar as appllcable The person receiving

the highest number of votes in the recall primary for each political party shall be that
party’s candidate in the recall election. Independent candidates shall be shown on
the ballot for the recall election oﬁly.
SECTION 24. 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and Zm. of the statutes are amended to read:
10.02 (3) (b) 2. At a special partisan primary, the elector shall select the papty

ballet candidate of his or heE'Et};oice for each office and shall make a cross (X )/Mﬂn
nexE

sqa’é@éhrbé‘qghy%r depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for

each office for whom the elector intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name
of the elector’s choice for a candidate. |

2m. At the September primary, the elector shall select the party-ballet
candidate of his or her choice ePt-he—ballet—eenta}mng—thHmnesef-the—mdependem

depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for each office for whom the
elector intends to vote or insert or write in the name of the elector’s choice for a party

candidate, if any. In order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin election

- campaign fund, a candidate for state office at the September primary, other than a
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candidate for district attorney, must receive at least 6% of all votes cast on all ballots

for the offlce for which he or she is a candidate, in addition to other requirements.

~N o

o0

SECTI&\J 25. 11.31 (3m) of the statutes is amended to read:
11.31 (3m) UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES; EXCEPTION. Notmthstandmg subs. (1) and
(), if all candldates for state senator or representative to the assembly in a

leglslatlve district who are certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) to appear in the columns or

‘rows on the September primary ballot of all parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)

or (2) have no opponent who is certified to appear on the same primary ballot, or if
no primafy is required for all candidates of parties recognized under s.5.62 (1) (b)
or (2) for state senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative district who
are certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on a special partisan election ballot, then

the separate limitation specified in sub. (1) for disbursements during the primary

“and election period does not apply to candidates for that office in that primary and

election, and the candidates are bound only by the total 11m1tat10ns spec1ﬁed for the

primary and election.

21
22
23

24

25

SECTION26. 15.61 of the statutes is amended to read:

15.61 Elections board; creation. There is created an elections board
consisting of persons who shall be appointed by the governor for 2-year terms as
follows: one member selected by the governor; one member each designated by the
chief justice of the supreme court, the speaker of the assembly, the sénate majority
leader, the minority leader in each house of the legislature, and the chief officer of
each poiitical partil qualifying for a separate column or row on the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) whose candidate for governor received at
least 10% of the vote in the most recent gubernatorial election. '

SECTION 27. Initial applicability.
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o0y
(1) This act first applies with respect to voting at the,lmmy September primary
3 (END)

[ 4T




Section #\5.62 of the-statubes is tore

W@m 2. Subdivision 1. applies to a party within any assembly district or county at any

September primary-election only if at least one candidate of the party for any national, state or county
office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name of that party within that

assembly district or county. The county clerk or county board of election commissioners shall pro-

meeseitoter one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot that will pef-
mit an elector to cast a vote for a write—in candidate for the nomination of ‘any such party for each
national, state and county office whenever that party qualifies to be represented Gﬂ-ﬂ-sepafate-pﬂ-—
+ mary-beHet~oF in one or more separate columns or rows under subd. 1. but does hot qualify under

this subdivision. The ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for a-sepamte-baﬁﬂrur-
* one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot under each office, with the names of the candl-

Co (um ns, 0 yows
dates for each such party appearing in the same order in which the bal}ets € parties would appear

under par. (a).

—— .
History: 1971 c. 304-ss:12, 29 ( (2) 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 c. 334s ;7,,»1'9;75"6"9?‘1“770 107 427, 260, 311,

www

D287 1981 c. 377, 1983\a 484; l985a,304‘“’1987a 391; 1 M989 ,a_jM],ﬁJ?% a. 316; 1993 a, 184; 1999a 182

EES S L
P
e A T T A
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Section #. 5.62 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.62(2) (b) Paragraph (a) applies to a party within any assembly district or county at any Septem-
ber primary elecrion only if at least one candidate of the party for any national, state or county office
qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name of that party within that assem-
bly district or county. The county clerk or county board of election commissioners shall provide

‘a-eeﬂabiﬂedfseparate-baﬂet-ep one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot that will permit

. an elector to cast a vote for a write—in candldate for the nomination of any such party for each

national, state and county office whenever that party qualifies to be represented &n‘a—scpara'ta'pn

-mﬂiy-ha].]m-ns in one or more separate columns or rows under par. (a) but does not qualify under

| this paragraph The ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for erseprretebalionan

one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot under each office, with the nam%sv of the candi-
CO Yo
dates for each such party appearing m the same order in which the-baﬂot»s of the parties would appear

under sub. (1) (a).

328; 1981 c. 37%49&3:@»482?‘*1985‘“ a. 304 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 31 192; 1991 5‘316 1993 a. 184; 1999-a* 182

i o it
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Section #. 5.655 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

'5.655 (1) Whenever a separate ballot is required to be used, a municipality may use a single ballot
to facilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting system or, if the municipality employs
paper ballots, may use a consolidated paper ballot that is authorized under sub. @). It aA municipality
uses a éingle ballot in lieu of separate ballots, the ballot shall include a separate column or row for
any ofﬁce;-\'%&grcndum»ef-pmq for which a separate ballot is required by law and the Ballot shall

be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for all of the offices and referenda appearing

on the ballot.
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Section #. 6.80 (2) (am) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) (am) In partisan primaries, an elector may vote for a person as the candidate of the party
of the elector’s choice, if that person’s name does not appear on the official balot efthatparty, by
writing in the name of the person in the space prov-ided on the ballot or the ballot provided for that

purpose, or where voting machines. are used, in the irregular ballot device, designating the party for

‘which the elector desires such person to be the nominee.

History: 1977 c427-55-40,41,.132:-1999v-3TT, 1981 <. 377, 391: 1983 a. 484554 1085 a. 304; 1991 2
:: /W'J::'____‘ e T T v——"’"‘—--»»..._,___,_‘
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6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting absentee shall make and sub-
scribe to the certification before one witness. The absent clector, in the presence of the witness, shall
mark the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elector S vote is cast. The elector shall
then still in the presence of the witness, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots so each is separate
and so that the elector conceals the markings thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope. If
a consolidated ballot under s. 5.655 is used, the elector shall fold the ballot if it is a paper ballot so
that the elector conceals the markings thereon and deposit the ballot in the proper envelope; AThe.

elector may receive assistance under sub. (5). ‘The return envelope shall then be sealed. The witness

may not be a candidate. The envelope shall be mailed by the elector postage prepaid, or delivered

in person to the municipal clerk issuing the ballot or ballots Fatture-te-retura-an-unused-ballorinr - '

cturm-of abatlot-prepared-ander ¥ 57655 Or & balloTuSEd With &
Sterm mpmﬁywmhﬁmk%mﬁﬁ“more s~

”dates«"al%wet@sf@ast«b%th slectonforcandidates-insthe-prismaryr o=

o i i

History: ] lQ?—l“é’"ﬁfZ'M 1971..c.-364- sax29a(=1)d(2) “T975°C 85 1975 ¢ 93" ST TTo (2y 1975°¢: wm
5 Wd‘b - :
(&g@@%ﬂ%ﬁ% 36, 484, 538; 1985 a. 304; 1991 a. 316, 1999 a, 49, 182: 2001 a. -
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Sectlon #. 11.06 (7m) (a) of the statute%ls amended to read:

11.06 (7m) _ If a committee which was registered under s}. IT.

of legislétl oS ‘\\ paign committee supporting candldates of a political party files an oath under sub.
7) afﬁrrmng that i does not act in cooperatlon or con ; atlon with any candidate who is nominated
to appear on the pajty batlot of the party at a geri€ral or special election, that the committee does not
act in concert with/ or at the request or.g gestion of, such a candidate, that the committee does not

act in codperation/or consultati {'with such a candidate or agent or authorized committee of suc_h

a gandidate who penefits #0m a d1sbursement made in opposition to anothcr candidatg at the

committee doe ngpact in concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate or agent

or authorized/£6mmittee of such a candidate who benefits from a-disbursement made in opposition

to anoth€r ¢andidate, the committee filing the oath “hot make any contributions in support of

cangldate of the party at the Cial election or in opposition to any such candidate’s

opponents exceeding the amounts specified in s. 11.26 (2), except as authorized in par. (c).

NOTE: Pa a-s-amended-eff-7=1=03 By 2001 Wis—Aet-109-to read:

(a) If a committee which wés registered under s. 11.05 as a political party committee supporting candidates
of a political party files an oath under sub. (7) affirming that it does not act in cooperation or consultation with
any candidate who is nominated to appear on the pasts ballo*%ﬁ;m%aﬁ%%amm that
the committee does not act in concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, such a candidate, that the commit-
tee does not act in cooperation or consultation with such a candidate or agent or authorized committee of such
a candidate who benefits from a di.;bursement made in opposition to another candidate, and that the committee
does not act in concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, such a candidate or agent or authorized committee
of such a candidate who benefits from a disbursement made in opposition to another candidate, the committee
filing the oath may not make any contributions in support of any candidate of the party at the géneral or specfal
election or in opposition to any such candidate’s opponents exceeding the applicable amounts specified in s. 11.26

(2) and (2m), except as authorized in par. (c).

History: 1973 c. 334; 1975 ¢. 93 55. 47 to 53, 119 (2); 1975 c. 199; 1979 c. 263, 328; 1985 a. 303; 1987 a. 370; 1989
a. 192; 1995 a. 16 s. 2: 2001 a. 109.
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V. ., eseald
Section #. 11.50 (1) (am)/?f the statutes|is amended to read:

11.50 (1) (am).,“EitEible-potitical-party* means any ot the Followinmg—

.5, (b) for a separate ballot or one o ‘eparaté columns
eriod beginning on the date of the €ding general election and ending

eforé the general election-that fn“n\xN that election

rows on a ballot for thé period beginning on the preceding June 1, orif that June 1 is in an odd-num-
bered year, the period beginning on June 1 of the preceding even—numbered year, and ending on May
31 of the 2nd year following that June 1.

TE=Par. (am) Is created eff. 7-1=03by 2001 Wis. Aet 109,

- (R TE

Bitorys 1977 c. 107, 272; 1979 c. 328; 1983 541983 2. 484 5. 174; 1985 a. 303 55. 73 to 79, 86; 1987 2. 370,391,
403; 1989 a. 3171989 192-<-7572001 a. 109. - i | %

e
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f/

In California Democratic Party v. dones, 120 S. Ct. 2402, 2414 (2000), the U.S.
Supreme Court held that a state pfay not constitutionally require a political party to
accept the result of a “blanket pfimary®?) as proposed in this draft, to nominate the
party’s candidates for office bedause this burdens the party’s First Amendment right
to freedom of association by permitting nonadherents of the party to determine the
party’s candidates for office.(It) this proposal becomes law, it is possible that Wisconsin
parties would nevertheless acquiesce in a “blanket primary” procedure, but there
would be no legal remedy should they choose not to do so.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-6778
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October 15, 2002

In California Democratic Party v. Jones, 120 S. Ct. 2402, 2414 (2000), the U.S. Supreme
Court held that a state may not constitutionally require a political party to accept the
result of a “blanket primary,” as proposed in this draft, to nominate the party’s
candidates for office because this burdens the party’s First Amendment right to
freedom of association by permitting nonadherents of the party to determine the
party’s candidates for office. If this proposal becomes law, it is possible that Wisconsin
parties would nevertheless acquiesce in a “blanket primary” procedure, but there
would be no legal remedy should they choose not to do so.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 2666778



