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‘Gary, Aaron

From: ’ Reineking, Marlene
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2003 2:55 PM
To: Gary, Aaron
- Subject: MUSSER REQUEST
HI AGAIN...

Rep. Musser would like a draft which designates State Highway 173

as the "173rd Airborne Brigade Highway".

Thanks Aaron.

Marlene @ Mussers
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173d AIRBORNE BRIGADE HISTORY The 173d Airborne Brigade was constituted 5 At Page 1 of 2

1734 AIRBORNE BRIGADE HISTORY

The 173d Airborne Brigade was constituted 5 August 1917 as an
infantry brigade and organized 25 August 1917 at Camp Pike, Arkansas as
an element of the 87th Division. The Brigade deployed to France in 1918

as part of the Division, but did participate in any named campaigns.
Returning to the United States the Brigade was demobilized January 1919
at Camp Dix, New Jersey. Reconstituted 24 June 1921 in the Organized
Reserves as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 173d Infantry
Brigade, and assigned to the 87th Division at Shreveport, Louisiana.
Organized in December 1921 at Mobile, Alabama. Redesignated 23 March
1925 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 173d Brigade.
Redesignated 24 August 1936 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company
1734 Infantry Brigade. Converted and redesignated 13 February 1942 as
the 87th Reconnaissance Troop- and ordered into active military service
15 December 1942. During World War II, when brigades were eliminated
from divisions, Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the 173d
Infantry Brigade fought in three European campaigns as the 87th
Reconnaissance Troop. After the war, the troop reverted to reserve
status and was active from 1947 to 1951 at Birmingham, Alabama. It was
inactivated 1 December 1951 at Birmingham, Alabama and released from
assignment to the 87th Infantry Division.
In 1963 it was allotted to the Regular Army and activated on Okinawa
| 26 March 1963 as the 173d Airborne Brigade (Sep) . Brigadier General
Ellis W. Williamson commanded the unit, which was given the charter to

serve as the quick reaction force for the Pacific Command. Under
Williamson the unit trained extensively making mass parachute Jjumps and
they earned the nickname “Tien Bien” or “Sky Soldiers,” from the
Nationalist Chinese paratroopers. Deployed to Vietnam in May 1965, the
brigade was the first major ground combat unit of the United States
Army to serve there. They were the first to go into War Zone D to
destroy enemy base camps, introduced the use of small long range
patrols, and conducted the only combat parachute jump in the Vietnam
conflict on 22 February 1967 (Operation Junction City). They fought in
the Iron Triangle and blocked NVA incursions at Dak To during some of
the bloodiest fighting of the war in the summer and fall of 1967,
culminating in the capture of Hill 875. Elements of the brigade
conducted an amphibious assault against NVA and VC forces as part of an
operation to clear the rice-growing lowlands along the Bong Song
littoral. The 1st and 2nd Battalions, 5034 Infantry were the
first Army combat units from the 173d sent to the Republic of South
Vietnam, accompanied by the 3rd Battalion, 319th Artillery. They were
supported by the 173d Support Battalion, 173d Engineers, Troop E, 17th
Cavalry and Co D, 16th Armor. The First Battalion of the Royal
Australian Regiment and the 16lst Field Battery of the Royal New
Zealand Army were later attached to the Brigade during the first year.
In late August 1966, the 173d received another infantry battalion, the
4/503d from Fort Campbell, Kentucky. The 3/503d joined the Brigade at
Tuy Hoa in September 1967 following its reactivation and training at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Another unit assigned was the Co N, 75th
| Infantry (Ranger). At its peak in Vietnam, the 173d Airborne Brigade
i (Sep) had nearly 3,000 soldiers assigned.
| The troopers of the 1734 Airborne Brigade wear their combat badges
and decorations with pride. During more than six years of continuous
combat, the brigade earned 14 campaign streamers and four unit
citations. Sky Soldiers serving in Vietnam received 13 Medals of Honor,
32 Distinguished Service Crosses, 1736 Silver Stars and over 6,000
Purple Hearts. There are over 1,790 Sky Soldiers' names on the Vietnam
Memorial Wall in Washington D.C. The brigade was deactivated on 14

http://www.173abnbde.setaf.army.mil/WebPages/Historical/BDEHist.htm 02/17/2003
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. ’ January 1972 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

The 173d Airborne Brigade was then reactivated on 12 June 2000 on
Caserma Ederle in Vicenza, Italy, where it serves as European Command’s
only conventional airborne strategic response force for the European
Theater. Today's Sky Soldiers continue the distinction of honored
service earned through service dating back to World War I, and proudly
represent the airborne fighting s'pirit with routine training
deployments to Bosnia, Kosovo, Hungary, Tunisia, Morocco, Germany,
Italy, Czech Republic, and more. These deployments are an important
part of CINCEUR’'S theater engagement strategy, demonstrating both a
commitment to preserving stability in Europe and the ability to provide
immediate response to crisis situations throughout the theater.

[ New Soldier Info ] [ News ] [ BDE Units ] [ BDE History ] [ Medal Of Honor Room ]
[ Photo Archives ]

hitp://www.173abnbde.setaf.army.mil/WebPages/Historical/BDEHist.htm 02/17/2003
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Brigade History

The Society of the 173D Airborne Bi
HISTORY

The 173D Airborne Brigade was activated on the island of Okinawa on March
proved to be an aggressive and unique unit led by (then) Brigadier General El
established realistic training throughout the Pacific Region.

The "SKY SOLDIER,” as the Nationalist Chinese paratroopers called the 173
jumps in a dozen different Pacific area countries. The Brigade was the first A
of South Vietnam in May, 1965. The major portion of the brigade landed at Bi
area that had been battered frequently by enemy raids and shelling attacks.

In the combat operations to follow, the paratroopers made their superb train|
to go into War Zone D to destroy enemy base camps. They introduced the us:
They fought the battles of the Iron Triangle, conducted the only major combsz
Ninh area, and blocked NVA incursions during some of the bloodiest fighting
summer and fall of 1967, culminating in the capture of Hill 875. Elements of {

amphibious assault against NVA and VC forces as part of an operation to cle
along the Bong Song littoral.

The 1st and 2nd Battalion of the 503rd Parachute Infantry Regiment were the
Republic of South Vietnam along with the 3rd Battalion of the 319th Artillery.
their own Support Battalion and Troop E, 17th Cavalry, D Company, 16th Arm

http://www .skysoldier.org/history.html 02/17/2003
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Brigade History

Royal Australian Regiment, and the 105 Field Battery, 1 RAR AUST Group we

during the first year. In Late August, 1966, the 173d received another Infant
which arrived from Ft. Campbell, Kentucky. A 3rd Battalion was formed in ea
was shipped to Vietham on October 2, 1967.

The troopers of the 173D Airborne Brigade (Sep) wear their combat badges a
During more than six years of nearly continuous combat, the brigade earned
four unit citations. 13 Medal of Honor winners, over 6,000 Purple Hearts, the

of the War, and sadly, over 1700 names of Sky Soldiers on THE WALL. The Br
January 14, 1972 at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky.

RECIPIENTS OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

SGT Larry S. Pierce PFC Milton L. Olive Sp5/¢
20 September 65 22 October 65 ' 8 No
Sp4 Alfred Rascon SGT/CSM Charles B. Morris SP4 |
16 March 66 29 June 66 8 Api
PFC John A. Barnes Il MAJ (Chaplain) Charles J. Watters PFC 1
12 November 67 19 November 67 20 N
SSG Laszlo Rabel . CPL Terry T. Kawamura SP4 |
13 November 68 20 March 69 3 Jul

S$SG Glenn H. English, JR.
7 September 70

Recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross

http://www.skysoldier.org/history.htr;ﬂ 02/17/2003
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STATE TRUNK NETWORK ROUTES IN WISCONSIN

NOTE:

N = North-South Highway
E = East-West Highway

# = Modified from last list
B = Business Route

* = Not Signed

IH = Interstate Highway

USH = United States Highway
STH = Intrastate Highway

Highway From To
USH 141-N  Michigan State Line, West of Iron Mountain, Florence Michigan State Line, NW of Florence, Florence Co.
Co.
STH 142-E _ Jct. STH 11, City of Burlington, Racine Co. Jet. 1H 94/USH 41, Kenosha Co.
STH 144-N__ Jct. STH 175, Village of Slinger, Washington Co. Jot. STH 57, Village of Random Lake, Sheboygan Co.
STH 145-N  Jct. STH 32 (Wells St.), City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Jet. USH 41, Washington Co.
Co.
STH 146-N Jct. STH 16, Columbia Co. Jet. STH 33, Columbia Co.
STH 147-N___ Jot. STH 42, City of Two Rivers, Manitowoc Co. Jet. IH 43, Manitowoc Co.
STH 149-E Jet. USH 151, Fond du Lac Co. Jot. STH 32/STH 57, City of Kiel, Manitowoc Co.
STH150-E _Jct. STH 110, Winnebago Co. Jet. USH 45, Winnebago Co.
USH 151-N___lowa State Line, Grant Co. Jet. USH 10, City of Manitowoc, Manitowoc Co.
STH 152-E _ STH 21, City of Wautoma, Waushara Co. Jet. CTH "G"/CTH "W", Mount Morris, Waushara Co.
STH 153-E Jet. STH 13, Marathon Co. Jot. USH 45, Shawano Co.
STH 154-E  Jct. STH 58, Richland Co. Jet. STH 136, Village of Rock Springs, Sauk Co.
STH 155-N__ Jct. STH 70, Vilas Co. Jet. CTH "N”, Sayner Jct., Vilas Co.
STH 156-E Jet. STH 22, City of Clintonville, Waupaca Co. Jet. STH 29, Brown and Shawano Co,
STH 157-E __ Jct. STH 35, City of Onalaska, LaCrosse Co. Jet. STH 16, City of LaCrosse, LaCrosse Co.
STH 158-E _ Jct. USH 41/IH 94, Kenosha Co. “Jet. 52 st & 6" Avenue, City of Kenosha, Kenosha Co,
STH159-E  Jct. USH 12, Sauk Co. Jet. STH 123, Sauk Co.
STH 160-E Jct. STH 29, Shawano Co. Jet. STH 32, Village of Pulaski, Brown Co.
STH 161-E__ Jct. USH 10, Village of Amherst Jct., Portage Co. Jet. STH 22/STH 110, Waupaca Co.
STH 162-N __Jct. STH 35, Village of Stoddard, Vernon Co. Jet. STH 71, Monroe Co.
STH164-N _ Jct. STH 36, Racine Co. Jet. STH 60, Washington Co.
STH 165-E Jot. USH 41/IH 94, Kenosha Co. Jet. STH 32, Kenosha Co.
STH167-E  Jet. STH 83, Washington Co. Jet. STH 32/IH 43, Ozaukee Co.
STH 168-E  Jct. STH 47, Outagamie Co. Jet. STH 55, Qutagamie, Co.
STH 169-N  Jct. STH 13, City of Mellen, Ashland Co. Jct. USH 2, Iron Co.
STH 170-E Jet. STH 128, City of Glenwood City, St. Croix Co. Jet. STH 40, Village of Colfax, Dunn Co.
STH 171-E  Jct. STH 35, Crawford Co. Jet. USH 14, Richland Co.
STH 172-E_ Jct. STH 54, Brown Co. Jet. IH 43, Brown Co.
STH 173-N__ Jct. STH 21. Monroe Co. Jet. STH 73, City of Nekoosa, Wood Co.,
STH175-N  Jct. USH 41/USH 45/STH 100, City of Milwaukee, Jet. USH 45, Winnebago Co.
Milwaukee Co.
STH 178-N_ Jet. STH 124, City of Chippewa Falls, Chippewa Co. Jot. STH 64, Village of Cornell, Chippewa Co.
STH 179-E Jot. STH 27, Village of Eastman, Crawford Co. Jat. STH 131, Village of Steuben, Crawford Co.
STH 180-N  Jct, STH 64, City of Marinette, Marinette Co. Jot. USH 141, Village of Wausaukee, Marinette Co.
STH 181-N ___ Jct, STH 59, City of West Allis, Milwaukee Co. Jet. STH 60, Ozaukee Co.
STH 182-E _ Jct. STH 13, City of Park Falls, Price Co. Jet. USH 51, Iron Co.
STH 186-N Jet. STH 13/STH 73, Wood Co. Jet. USH 10, Village of Auburndale, Wood Co.
STH 187-N___ Jct. STH 54, Village of Shiocton, Qutagamie Co. Jot. STH 156, Shawano Co.
STH 188-N  Jct. STH 12, Dane Co. Jet. 8TH 113, at Merrimac Ferry, Columbia Co.
STH 190-E Jet. STH 16, Village of Pewaukee, Waukesha Co. Jet. STH 32, Village of Shorewood, Milwaukee Co.
STH 191-E _ Jct. STH 23, City of Dodgeville, lowa Co. Jet. STH 39, Village of Hollandale, lowa Co.
STH 193-N  Jct. STH 60, Richland Co. Jet. STH 80, Richland Co.
STH194-E __ Jct. STH 27, Rusk Co. Jct. CTH “H”, Taylor Co.
STH 213-N lllinois State Line, City of Beloit, Rock Co. Jot. USH 14, City of Evansville, Rock Co.
STH 241-N _ Jct. USH 41/IH 94, Milwaukee Co. Jet. STH 24, City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co.
STH 243-E__ Minnesota State Line, Polk Co. Jot. STH 35, Village of Osceola, Polk Co.
STH 253-N__ Jet. USH 53, Washburn Co. Jet. USH 63, Washburn Co.
STH310-E __ Jct. IH 43, Manitowoc Co. Jet. STH 42, City of Two Rivers, Manitowoc Co.
STH341-N  Jct. STH 59, City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co.

Jet. IH 94, City of Milwuakee, Milwuakee Co.



2003 - 2004 LEGISLATURE LRB-1602/1

2003 BILL

gl

AN ACTA relating to: designating and marking STH 173 as the 173d Airborne

Brigade Highway.

Analysis by the Legislatiyé Réference Bureau

Under current law, certain highway youtes and bridges have been designated
and marked to memorialize, commemorafe, or recognize certain individuals, groups,
or events. This bill directs the Department of Transportation to designate and mark
the entire route of STH 173 as the “173d Airborne Brigade Highway” to honor the
members of the 173d Airborne Brigade, also known as the “Sky Soldiers,” who
bravely served their fountry and brought great credit to this state from 1963 to 197 2,
including deployment to Vietnam in 1965 as the first major ground combat unit of
the Utiited Staes Army to serve there, and who have continued to serve in Furope
since 2009~ * C

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 84,1041 of the statutes is created to read:

) )
84.1041 Airborne BrigadJ Highway. The department shall designate

and mark the entire route of STH 173, commencing at STH 21 in Monroe County and




10

2003 - 2004 Legislature -2- LRB—1602/1

ARG:.......
BILL, SECTION 1

proceg‘gihg northeasterly to STH 73 in the city of Nekoosa in Wood County, as the
“173d Airborne Brigade‘ Highway” as a living memorial to and in honor of the
members of the 17 aﬁ Airborne Brigade, also known as the “Sky Soldiers,” who
bravely served their country and brought great credit to this state from 1963 to 1972,
including deployment to Vietnam in 1965 as the first major ground combat unit of
the Uwidad SM\mey to serve there, and who have continued to serve in Europe
since 2000. The department shall erect markers at regular intervals along the route,
including at appropriate areaé/ historical markeré,/ to clearly identify to motorists the
designation of the highway as the 17 3ﬁ Y;Xirborne Brigade Highway.

(END)

b



. . DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1602/1dn

FROM THE ARG:/,:...
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

ATTN: Marlene Reineking N

Please review the description of the 17 3 Airborne Brigade in the attached draft to
ensure that the description is satisfactory. Also, the attached draft requires DOT to
fund the marking of the highway. If you would like marking to occur only if there is

sufficient private funding, the draft could be prepared similar to existing s. 84.1037 or
84.1039, stats.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us




- DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1602/1dn
, FROM THE ARG:kmg:jf
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

February 24, 2003

ATTN: Marlene Reineking

Please review the description of the 173rd Airborne Brigade in the attached draft to
ensure that the description is satisfactory. Also, the attached draft requires DOT to
fund the marking of the highway. If you would like marking to occur only if there is

sufficient private funding, the draft could be prepared similar to existing s. 84.1037 or
84.1039, stats.

Aaron R. Gary
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us




Gary, Aaron

From: Reineking, Marlene

Sent: Monday, March 03, 2003 10:26 AM
To: Gary, Aaron

Subject: LRB 1602

Hi Aaron

With LRB 1602- highway for 173rd airborne - Rep Musser would like the funding
to come from private funding.......

OK

Marlene @ Mussers 6-7461
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AN ACT to create/34.1041 of the statutes; relating to: designating and marking

STH 173 as the 173rd Airborne Brigade Highway.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, certain highway routes and bridges have been designated
and marked to memorialize, commemorate, or recognize certain individuals, groups
or events. This bill directs the Department of Transportation to designate and{mar
the entire route of STH 173 as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway” to horlor the
members of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, also known as the “Sky Soldiers,” who
bravely served their country and brought great credit to this state from 1963 to 1972,
including deployment to Vietnam in 1965 as the first major ground combat unit of
the U.S. Army to serve there, and who have continued to serve in Europe since 2000.

———» For further information see the state[Sscal estimate, which will be printed as

-

an appendix to this bill.
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, repreSented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: @

SECTION 1. 84.1041 of the statutes is created to read: ( l>
n
84.1041 Airborne Brigade, 17%(’1, Highway. AThe department shall

designate and)mark the entire route of STH 173, commencing at STH 21 in Monroe
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County and proceeding northeasterly to STH 73 in the city of Nekoosa in Wood
County, as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway” as a living memorial to and in
honor of the members of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, also known as the “Sky
Soldiers,” who bravely served their country and brought great credit to this state
from 1963 to 1972, including deployment to Vietnam in 1965 as the first major
ground combat unit of the U.S. army to serve there, and who have continued to serve
in Europe since 2000. The department shall erect markers at regular intervals along
the route, including at appropriate areas historical markers, to clearly identify to
motorists the designation of the highway as the 173rd Airborne Brigade Highway.

(END)
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@No state funds, other than from contributions from interested parties, may be
used for the erection or maintenance of any markers on STH 173 to identify the

highway as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway.”

INSERT 2-9: v/

(2) Upon receipt of sufficient contributions from interested parties, including
any county, city, village, or town, to cover the costs of erecting and maintaining
markers along the route specified in sub. (1) to clearly identify to motorists tﬂe
designation of the route as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway,” the department
shall erect and maintain the markers. No state funds, other than from the receipt
of contributions under this subsection, may be expended for the erection or

maintenance of the markers.
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AN ACT to create 84.1041 of the statutes; relating to: designating and marking

STH 173 as the 173rd Airborne Brigade Highway.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, certain highway routes and bridges have been designated
and marked to memorialize, commemorate, or recognize certain individuals, groups,
or events. This bill directs the Department of Transportation to designate and, upon
receipt of sufficient contributions from interested parties, mark the entire route of
STH 173 as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway” to honor the members of the
173rd Airborne Brigade, also known as the “Sky Soldiers,” who bravely served their
country and brought great credit to this state from 1963 to 1972, including
deployment to Vietnam in 1965 as the first major ground combat unit of the U.S.
Army to serve there, and who have continued to serve in Europe since 2000. No state
funds, other than from contributions from interested parties, may be used for the
erection or maintenance of any markers on STH 173 to identify the highway as the
“173rd Airborne Brigade Highway.”

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 84.1041 of the statutes is created to read:
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84.1041 Airborne Brigade, 173rd, Highway. (1) The department shall
designate and, subject to sub. (2), mark the entire route of STH 173, commencing at
STH 21 in Monroe County and proceeding northeasterly to STH 73 in the city of
Nekoosa in Wood County, as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway” as a living
memorial to and in honor of the members of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, also known
as the “Sky Soldiers,” who bravely served their country and brought great credit to
this state from 1963 to 1972, including deployment to Vietnam in 1965 as the first
major ground combat unit of the U.S. army to serve there, and who have continued

——

to serve in Europe since 2000. | The departpient shall erect mérkers at regular/

(2) Upon receipt of sufficient contributions from interested parties, including
any county, city, village, or town, to cover the costs of erecting and maintaining
markers along the route specified in sub. (1) to clearly identify to motorists the
designation of the route as the “173rd Airborne Brigade Highway,” the department
shall erect and maintain the markers. No state funds, other than from the receipt
of contributions under this subsection, may be expended for the erection or
maintenance of the markers.

(END)
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ATTN: Marlene

The attached “/3” draft corrects an error in the “/2” draft; it removes that portion of
subsection (1) that was replaced by subsection (2) in the “/2” draft.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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March 10, 2003

ATTN: Marlene

The attached “/3” draft corrects an error in the “/2” draft; it removes that portion of
subsection (1) that was replaced by subsection (2) in the “/2” draft.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us



Mentkowski, Annie

l;rom: Kolka, Kathie

" Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2003 2:41 PM
To: LRB.Legal
Subject: Draft review: LRB 03-1602/3 Topic: Designating STH 173 as 173rd Airborne Brigade Highway

It has been requested by <Kolka, Kathie> that the following draft be jacketed for the ASSEMBLY:

Draft review: LRB 03-1602/3 Topic: Designating STH 173 as 173rd Airborne Brigade Highway



