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Kennedy, Debora

From: Lundquist, Lisa

Sent: Thursday, March 04, 2004 11:24 AM
To: Kennedy, Debora

Subject: FW: AB405

let me knoe if you need any other information.

Thank you,
Lisa
266-5504

————— Original Message-----

From: Debra Hertzberg [mailto:hertzberg.debkvna.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 04, 2004 11:33 AM

To: Lisa Lundquist '

Subject: AB405

Lisa..... Visiting nurse associations take care of patients from birth to
death. Before Hospice was an accepted form of care in the US, only the
visiting nurse cared for the terminally ill in their homes. There is no
difference in the care a hospice nurse provides. An orginazation like ours
would need to get a state lisence and Medicare certification to add the name
Hospice to out title. Many families and individuals choose not to go into
hospice care even though they are terminaly ill. They don't need or opt for
the spiritual care or bereavement counseling offered by a certified Hospice.

The reason I am requesting this amendment so late is that I wasn't aware of
the pending bill until yesterday. Last month we had a case of a young woman
dying of cancer who did not want hospice care. She and her family had
strong support systems and wanted only visiting nurse care. The death was
expected within a week and occurred within that time frame. Because we
weren't allowed to pronounce death, the event became an unnecessary "circus®
for the family. The Sheriff's department had to come and ask all types of
inappropriate questions to rule out homicide. The family was devistated by
this and then the coroner had to.come to pronounce death. The whole event
took hours. The appropriate action would have been to have our nurse
pronounce death as she was there when it occurred and she could have called
the funeral home which was expecting a call.

Our organization has been in business since 1927. Many others are older.

We are free standing and non-profit. Other visiting nurse organizations are
part of large health care systems, however they are not employed by the
hospital directly, but rather their home health care division. T would be
pleased to give anyone who needs it more information by telephone.
262-656-8400. Thank you
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